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his death, whic rarely befals 
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the prince and the lament- 


ations of the people attended him to the grave. And indeed their 
orrows were with good reaſon ut for the hereditary eſtates and 
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CII. 


ATHENIAN LETTERS. 


dignities, which deſcended to him from his grandfather MxOGA- 


d BYZUs; who .aflifted to deſtroy the Magian tyranny, and bis father 


* 


ZoryRUs, who took Babylon, threw him under no temptations of 


complying ſervilely with the meaſures of a court to raiſe a fortune, 
or of giving up the intereſt of the crown, from which he derived his 5 


kandurs, though zn affeckätton of pepulatity. At the fame time, 
the virtue and generoſity of his temper rendered him 3 of 
ſuggeſting any counſels but ſuch as tended to the mutual benefit of 
the manarch and, the ſubyed. His many, ſhining qualities, and glo- 
rious Exploits, 0 at preſent as reigning topick of our converſation. 
And though the remembrance of them rather ſerves to imbitter than 
allay our concern, permit me, in compliance with the general taſk, 
to indulge myſelf a little on a ſuhięct to which thou thyſelf mayſt 
be in part a ſtranger, ſince thy acquaintance at court was not formed 

till the moſt active ſcenes of 2 lite Were over. g 


K \\ "% 


Macaarane was educated under the eyes of his father in the 
regular and manly diſcipline of the ancient Perſians ; of all others 


the beſt adapted to rectify the heart. Hence he imbibed thoſe prin- 


ciples of juſtice and fortitude, which carried him through the world 


with untainted integrity. He was early inured to the dangers of 


war, according to the cuſtom of the young Perſian ſatraps; and per- 
formed ſuch ſervices in his firſt campaigns, as recommended him to 


| the notice of DARlus, a prince remarkable for a ſuperior {kill in 


diſtinguiſhing the merit of his ſubjects. In the next reign, MgoA- 
BYZUs's favour was ſo far from being diminiſhed, that, when 
XErxEs undertook his expedition againft Greece, he made him ge» 
neral of the land forces in conjunction with MARDONIUSs ; and, as 


a farther mark of diſtinction, allied him to the royal blood, by a 


marriage with AMYTI1S, his daughter. As thou knoweſt that the 
ill ſucceſs of the invaſion of Greece was owing to the raſh counſels 


A” 
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ich conducted it, there is ren 
took no greater ſhare in the 
of his office required fro: bim; and even declined being concerned 
in a project, on which XxRXES would have ſent him, of plundering 
Delphi. It was in the happy reign of our preſent monarch, that 
the merits of this great man prir cipally diſplayed themſelves ; for 
the wiſdom of the prince never fails to ſhed a cheriſhing influence 
over the abilities of his ſervants. The firſt ſervice which Meca- 
BYZUS performed was no leſs than that of diſcovering and preventing ö 
the treaſons of ARTABANUS, who, after taking away the life of 
XIRE Es, imputed the! murder to his eldeſt ſon DARTus; and when 
this deteſted calumny had brought undleferved puniſhment on the 
young prince, he continued his practices againft ARTAXERXES, the 
next heir. MzcanyzZus, not content with diſtinguiſhing his fidelity 
by tracing out this dangerous conſpiracy, gave ſtrong proofs of his 
courage in a battle againſt the adherents of ARTABANUS, who 
raiſed a rebellion to revenge his death. He Was afterwards thought 
the fitteſt perſon to command i in Egypt, where the natives had taken 
the advantage of theſe troubles to throw off their obedience to Perſia, 1 
and were ſtrongly ſupported by the Athenians. MeGaByzus de- 
feated the rebels and their allies in a battle near Memphis, and ſoon 


reduced them to ſurrender, Upon. this fingle condition, that their lives 
thould be ſpared. | 


Thou wilt nder that 1 "Pal over in Mee a "FD Ki 
years of this great man's life; let it fuffice to fay, that by a ſteady 
obfervance of duty through the temaining part of it, he expiated the 
. ſhort folly he had been guilty of, in departing from that ſtrict ſub- 
miſſion to his prince which is required by the laws of Perſia, Thoſe 
who were acquainted with his high ſpirit, and high notions of ho- 
nour, were —.— lefs ſurprized than others at his indignation, to 


B 2 fee 


that MrzoapyZus LPT 
management of the Wir, than the duties — 


4 


LE 8 7 E R ſee his ſucceſsful Glen ſo. ill 1 as that * Egypt! 
— ſoners, and IxAklus, their pretended king, ſhould be put to . 
contrary to the publick faith, which he had engaged to them for 
their ſafety. On his return to court, our monarch, who perhaps 
thought him not ſufficiently humbled, or had a mind to put his hide- 
lity to a trial, took hold of an occaſion. to baniſh him to Cirta, on: 
pretence that he had violated a ſtanding law of the empire, which 
enjoins that none ſhould dare at any hunting to ſtrike the beaſt, be- 
fore the king had thrown his javelin. MEGABYZUS behaved him- 
ſelf with ſuch reſignation in his exile, that, by the interceſſion of 
. 5 his friends, he was reſtored to the royal favour, and employed to 
oppoſe the attempts of CIM ON. The eonſtant run of ill ſucceſs, 
which attended us in every engagement with the Greeks, had ſo di- 
ſpirited our ſoldiers, that all the conduct of MEGABYZUS could not 
inſpire them with courage, in a battle which he ventured againſt the 
Athenian general on the coaſts of Cilicia. This induced him to be 
a ſtrenuous adviſer of Peace, that the empire might have leiſure and 
opportunity to recover its loſſes. The conditions of the treaty, 
which goes by the name of C1MoN's peace, were, as thou knoweſt, | 
rather ſuited to the exigency of our affairs, than the honour or ad- 
vantage of the empire, and occaſioned at. firſt great diſcontents 
among the people. But MecAaByZUs both foreſaw and foretold 
the advantages which muſt enſue to us, when the Greeks, delivered 
from foreign wars, would in all probability turn their arms apainſt 
themſelves. This always made him attentive to the progreſs of thoſe 
_ diſturbances, which the reſtleſs ambition of the ſtates, where thou re- 
ſideſt, perpetually excites. He employed Ax THMIUs of Zelis to 
foment the quarrels between Athens and Sparta; and when the war 
now carrying on was ready to break out, propoſed in council, that 
thou ſhouldſt be ſent to watch over the counſels of Greece. Thou 
gaveſt him ſo much ſatisfaction in this employment, that on his 
| death- 
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n 80 ſpoke. of thy abilities . in the ſtrongeſt as a as the 6 Ee 
Kindel terms, to the 10 I; e who did him the honour of a GC ; 
viſt. HORS. vi Anion II 275) nd 8410 810% ow} * 


"a in math, my Cr anb gx, thou haſt 3 for the patron- | 
age of all thy friends. TIE RIBAZUS, the treaſurer, whoſe crafty 1 in- 
ſinuating temper thou art not unacquainted with, privately impels 
that poſitive old counſellor, the maſter of the poſts, . to ſpread about 18 
diſadvantageous reports of thy conduct. They give out, that thou 
haſt indeed tranſmitted the news of the Piræeus with tolerable ex- 
actneſs; ; but neither raiſed up friends to Perſia, nor penetrated i into 
the ſecrets of the Athenian counſels. . That, inſtead of j Joining with 
CRO and his faction, whom it is our intereſt to ſupport, as they 
deſire the continuance of the war, thou converſeſt with none but 
thoſe who declare for peace, and even mingleſt i in their cabals, Pe- i 
IIS As, the eunuch, and ARTASYRAS,. Keeper | of the records, do 
thee ill offices. The chief aim of this fooliſh i intrigue, of which I have 
taken ſome Pains to get to the bottom, is to contrive thy removal 
from Athens, that one T1MOCLEs may be thy ſucceſſor. He is 
a rhetorician of Eubœa, who having fled his country for debt, 
has rambled over moſt part of Greece, and procured recommend- 
ations to ſome of che ſatraps here. He appears, from the little I 
have ſeen of him, to. be a talkative conceited pedant, pretending to | 
great correſpondencies in Greece, and to be well ſkilled, not only in 
the politer arts, which have been his. ſtudy, but i in the politicks of 
each republick, and the diſpoſitions of the ruling men. He is a 
conſtant attendant at the tables of ſeveral of our ſatraps, to whom 
he pays an aſſiduous court, by flattering every ſplendid vanity, and 
complying with each fantaſtick humour of his patrons ; the never- 
failing arts by which a paraſite and ſycophant finds means to ſhut 
the doors of the great nk modeſt worth, T1 can aſſure thee, that 


the 
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L * TER the ettuilnittes' of thy enemies make no impreffion upon the mind of 
—— our ſovereign. He has ſupported the remonſtrances of GoBRIAs, 
by ſuch expreſs orders to the treaſurer concerning thy remittances, 


as he will not dare to diſobey. That honeſt miniſter is employed in 


the friendly but diſagreeable office of ſettling the affairs of MEOA- 


BYZUS's family, which are much diſordered by the infamous Practices | A 


of APOLLONIDES, the phyſician. I know not how to explain to 
thee, at this diftance, ſuch a complication of guilt. That Coan 


| wretch has dared to pollute the honour of the royal blood, and ſtain 


the. bed of his maſter and benefactor with adultery. But let me 
draw a veil over this ſcene of iniquity, and only with that the 
name of AMYTIS may not deſcend to poſterity in the annals © of the 
family of AchkMENES. The bare touching this ſubje& renews my 


grief for the loſs of ſo able a miniſter, which thoſe alone are capable 


of feeling as they ought, whom hiſtory and experience teach how 
much the influence of one ſuperior genius contributes to the bap- 
pineſs of nations *. Farewel. 
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* It is not Pre to Sebel here once for all, that the prititipl Bets in cheſe | 


letters, relating to METZ us and his family, are likewiſe mentioned, though with 
leſs accuracy and fewer circumſtances, i in the fragments of CTESIAs, which are uſuall 

printed at the end of HeropoTus. The confirmation which thoſe fragments receive 
from our collection, will probably give the reader a better opinion of the CNIDIAN 
phyſician's veracity, whoſe fabulous accounts of India have greatly ſunk the credit of 


his Perſian hiſtory ; though one would imagine that his long reſidence in the court of 


ARTAXERXES MNEMON, and his perſonal favour with that prince, muſt have enabled 
him to Wan it from the ROW en materials. mn the Tranllator. 
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7 SOCRATES. The ſever 
the e of aw, give me no reaſon to 


confeſs to 


of every known mode of popular wo 
ſuch is either the dexterity or the force of his reaſonings. 
walked out together the other day in a very ſpeculative mo 


* 


ſome diſtance from the city, towards the: ſhore, where we' ſurveyed 
| made on the oppoſite coaſt of 


the ravages which the ſea has 1 
Eubcea. It was a melancholy 
the roots; the hopes of the huſpandman floating on the fi 
the waters; and as the ſcene made a ſtrong or aro ad my 
fancy, fo it called up my compaſſion, I could not help crying « 
in a fit of very humane enthuſiaſm, * Good Providence! why doſt 
thou ſuffer the evil principle to deform and deſolate thy works ! 


How will it glad the univerſe to ſee the day, when the power in- 
by dulged. to this being ſhall ſubmit to thine 


to obſerve. trees torn up by 


i 


* * 


SOCRATES interrupted me, while I was running on in my com- 
plaints; And pray, (ſaid he,) CLEANDER, do you know the in- 
8 tention of the Creator, in producing that infinite variety of weeds 
« and inſects, which follow one another in numberleſs ſuceeſſions 


every hour, and which ſuffer as much from the tread of the think- 


— b s 1 85 : CC ing 
-. 
/ 
* 
1 a « 
1 | : A 


HAVE taken all opportunities of improving my 7 acquaintance. with L E 
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converſations I have had with him, on 3 
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ing philoſopher, as of the heedleſs peafabt ? Theſe 4 ſeem 
ſuperfluous, and are often inconvenient to us; and yet doubtleſs 


have their uſe and importance in the ſyſtem. Are you acquainted, 
(continued he,) with the deſign of the ſhipwright in each rope, 


fail, or timber, that contributes to the building of a galley? And 5 


yet you can truſt to his diſcretion and experience in ſuch matters. 


Perhaps the tone of every ſtring upon the Dorick harp may, When 
ſeparately taken, be jarring and unpleaſant ; and yet their ſounds 


are ſo exatly proportioned to each other, as to compoſe the moſt 
ſtriking and engaging melody. Will you then place leſs confi- 
dence in the mechaniſm of the divine artiſt, than in that of a 


ſhipwright? Or, becauſe you know more of the harmony of an 


harp than of the univerſe, will you doubt the ſkill of him who 
formed the muſick of the ſpheres, and preſerves the minuteſt 


atom that lies under our feet, or the largeſt orb that rolls over 
our heads, in its proper ſituation ?” _ © IM ſubmiſſion you re- 


« commend (returned I) is a good maxim.“ If then (anſwered 


(e 
cc 
4e 


6C 


he) you are by no means maſter of the 8 of nature, why 


ſhould you pretend to criticiſe it? If you are perſuaded of the 
Deity's exiſtence and omnipotence; of the boundleſs wiſdom, be- 


nevolenee, and rectitude of his nature; ſatisfy your doubts with 
the rational, as well as pious, ſolution, that whatever happens, 


either in the natural or moral wortd, with refpe& to. its ultimate 
tendency, and the good of all, operates as it ought to do. And 
that oriental doctrine of the future reſignation of power to be 
made by ARIMANIUS to OROMASDES, 1s neither more nor leſs 
than a figurative or allegorical manner of expreſſing this plain 


truth. Who knows but the guardian genius of our ſtate may 


have turned the inundation, reſulting neceſſarily from thoſe ge- 
neral laws by which matter is directed, on the coaſt of Eubcea, 
where its conſequences are leſs fatal than they would have been 
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5 the original ſcheme and conſtitution of - things. At the fame , 


— univerſal and acknowledged arguments for the belief of oe, en „ 
| &« dence, ſpeaks as ſtrongly i in ſupport of the opinion which you con- Z Y 


have been careful to contrive it better.” From fuch narrow 
and contracted views of the ſyſtem (replied Sock ATES) men 
© have conceived it neceſſary to ſuppoſe an ARIMANivs, in order to 
« clear difficulties; little apprehending that all evil, like the viper, 
carries along with it au antidote for the pdiſon it ſheds. We find 

vice, or moral evil, is attended with pain, or natural evil: by this 
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« on that of Athens ? Perhaps, therefors, we have reaſon. to be L p TT ER 


« particularly thankful. Let that be as it will; it is agreed that — 
« ſtorms and tempeſts are of ſervice i in clearing the atmoſphere from 


- 'vapours : ; and why may not earthquakes and torrents, however 


* they i injure and diſtreſs IX; a while, anſwer ſome unknown pur- 
« poſes. of laſting benefit Þ . O! F theſe things's we are e both! 5 2 1715 
& - improper judges,” No a Roy 


Lo ad 8 


« T i [EP T) what you aim at: you would argue chat 
| « all evil! 18 partial, and not abſolute; that what we ſee of it ariſes not 
« from any malevolent being, counteracting the good one, but from 


; « time you muſt own, that uninterrupted tradition, one of — ; 


« trovert. This opinion has been long held by the Perſians, and many 
« other nations of the world. For they thought (and rightly I be- | ; 


*» lieve) that evil in no ſhape whatever could be derived from Gop: 


« they thought, that as he is perfectly good, he could never inter- 
„mix the leaſt ſhare of it in his works; and as he is perfectly wile, 


< they imagined, if the whole had depended on his will, he would 


means men are brought to a ſenſe of what is right, and natura! 

44 evil in its turn produces moral good. By another revolution, very 

e obvious and frequent, moral good brings forth natural good; and 

that, producing riot and | excels, — brings forth moral evil. 
vox. 11. ; = N | * 4 Such 
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J. 2 5 ER 44 Such! is the revolving condition of things; nor is. s any part & the 
3 creation calculated to unhappy ends, in the whole golden chain of 
8 * cauſes and effects, which hangs down from heaven to earth, and is 
4. fixed to the foot of Jove' s throne. You ſee there is no occaſion | 
for the bad principle, to account for appearances in morals or We 
« phyſicks. It is then highly reaſonable to believe there is none.” 
But, (ſaid I,) to wave the ſuppoſition of a malevolent being ex- 


is iſting Som ul AE 1 methinks another . } 18 not abſurd, 


e 


. 
; 


of the world out of 8 a certain ſpirit of high « order revolted 
from his allegiance to the Deity, and drew off with him a large 
number of demons. Theſe perpetually endeavour to diſturb the 
« regularity of the univerſe, and are more eſpecially employed in 
“ haunting the ways of men, and ſuggeſting to us thoſe iniquities, | 
„ which may reduce us to the ſame ſtate of milery. with them- 
« ſelves.” 
be Even this ſentiment, an{wened Soc RATES, appears to me | liable 
"Mo, to ſuch difficulties as ſufficiently explode it; although it is ſecure 
(6.4 from the great variety of contradictions, on which the other is 
66 founded. It is improbable, thata being ſo excellent in rational 
Kg endowments, and therefore ſenſible of his own finiteneſs, ſhould 
< entertain a thought of rebelling againſt the infinite Providence. 
„% We find even men, frail and ſhort-ſighted as they are, expoſed to 
155 innumerable unruly» appetites, and ever complying with their i im 
8 pulſe, are, when they commit vice, far from meaning to affront T 
« the Deity, a | and only deſign to gratify a craving and tormenting | = | 
oF. paſſion. Such beings, as the revolted ones you ſpeak of, could g 
not then be ſo abſurd, as to attempt dethroning that power who 
« raiſed them from nothing, and by whoſe. goodneſs they ſub- 
« ſiſted and as they v were of ſo ſublime a nature, they could be 
a | open 
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&« open to no paſſion, f but the more refined one, of ambition or af. pride. ** El E * 1 
1 From the faint attacks of both theſe, the purity of their judg - — 0 5 
: « ments would preſerve hem: in the former caſe, a juſt ſenſe of Fn 

WM the divine perfections; in the latter, of their own. Elſe, I would 
« aſk, of what value is exalted reaſon ? But granting there is this Th 
* commonwealth of evil ſpirits exiſting 1 in the vaſt expanſe ; yet 1 . 

« doubt whether they are ſuffered | to break in upon the borders of 

f our world. To ſpeak plainly, I mult think their agency here not 

* only neither terrible nor troubleſome, but entirely unneceſſary. 

* Our virtue is ſufficiently all; aulted by internal paſſions or external 
2 allurements ; and reaſon often quits the field, unequal to the 
* combat. It is to be preſumed, therefore, if theſe ſpirits are per- 
9 1 mitted to enſnare mankind, that the good Being gives us, in thoſe 

My moments, an extraordinary power, to aſſiſt our reaſon i in withſtand- 5 

ing the extraordinary temptations which engage our appetites. 

* 80 that, admitting the fact to be as you ſtate it, we are juſt in 

the condition in which we were before, as to the proportion of 

e temptation to invite tranſgreſſion, and of reaſon to ſupport virtue. 

Hence I maintain that the agency of theſe beings i 18 unneceſſary; ; 
&« and as the wiſeſt of all Beings can do nothing that is ſuperfluous, I 

* muſt think the opinion is an error, however ſupported by tradition, 

4 or enforced by authority. The truth i is, the belief of the evil prin- 
„ ciple (as I have already explained to you) aroſe from the con- 
jectures of Ignorance; and the worſhip of him aroſe from the 
| ſuggeſtio ns of Fear; the two fatal ingredients of Superſtition, which 

* begins! in the firſt, and terminates in the laſt. For the underſtand- 
ing and the paſſic ons reciprocally miſrepreſent obj ects, 8 
to confirm one another in their mutual miſtakes. 1 hardly V 
gine this idolatry took place ſoon after the creation of things, or | 
2 early in a ſtate of innocence and nature. The human race would 
E | 5 * pleaſed i in the beginning with the freſhneſs and novelty of all 
_ = c 2 1 * around 
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8 why ER « around them. They would addreſs themſelves to the good . 


2 Aàple, in ſongs of thankſgiving; and as, during their artleſſneſs and 
N ſimplicity, ſcarcely any natural evils, and no moral evils 3 
they would not turn their thoughts or adoration to the bad prin- 
“ ciple. And indeed it is rational to ſuppoſe, that it would be in 
the infancy of an undepraved world, as in the infancy of man.. 
We ſhould be more governed by hope, a paſſion, that attends the ' 
harmleſs and unpractiſed, than by fear, a paſſion that grows only | 
from diſappointments and experience. Afterwards, when regular 
“ ſocieties were, by degrees, ſcattered over the face of the earth, 
« natural evil increaſing with the improvements of art and the fan- 
taſtick elegancies of life, and moral evil ſpringing up from the 
refinements of policy. and the jarring intereſts of private perſons 
&« and of nations, mankind became diſſatisfied with the diſpenſations 
of Providence, not apprehending they had brought theſe cala- 
« mities on themſelves ; ; endeavoured to ſearch for the cauſe of 
« them; and at laſt dreſſed up in their affrighted imaginations that 
« airy viſion of the malicious being. Thus ſtands the origin of the 
” opinion, whoſe progreſs : take to have been this: Ea 
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« When the difiiculty of accounting for the phznomenon of evil 
« was firſt ſtarted in the minds of men, they thought their God was. 
„ enraged with them, believing he had the ſeeds of peeviſhneſs 
within him as well as they; and in order to mollify him, they 
worſhipped him under the particular confideration of his angry 
„ actions. This was done in many countries by the worſhip. of 
“ evil characters recorded in their hiſtories, which were thought to 
be emblematical of the wrathful agency of the Deity. In Tyre, | 
and in Carthage, (a Tyrian colony, ) they ſtill continue to offer 
human facrifices to SATURN, or MoLocn, who probably Was 
once a cruel tyrant in that kingdom, and adored upon his death, to 


prevent 


— 1 * 


got 


- 22  S 2 
. 7 * 1 Va Lo 
ub r oy 
* EE =. PIER LOC 
8 —— — 1 


. 
o 
l 
£ 
2 
AD _ 
o 
— * 
CH 
* * - 
* o 
_ 5 
* 4 
1 
" 
Ss | 
5 
8 
= E 
* 
wo 
E 
* 
. 
as ; 
5 
1. 
N 
* 
"= | 
5 
* # - 
r 
1 
8 
+ WO NBC. 
WEE.) 
St» 4 
4 fr! 5 
2 hs 
Wo "23.4 
N * 
8 
e 
n 
5 8 1 4 
GREY? 44, 
2 
3 CES 
PKC ys 
1 
8 
4 27. wo 
PE bens 
Peg 1 
7 * 
0 
8 TY 
1 
8 Bee 
8 85 
A 
n 
5 
8 "og ” 1 
8 
8 
o n 
( 
De 
o 5 * 
oy 
2 
1 2 * 
bale” if, 
i AH "oY 
61S, 
"740 
. 
9 W. 
7 * 
, N 
4 % 
, 5 0 
"IG 
. * 
1 4 9 
PENN : 
8 
'S * = 
pie. Fo 
e 
2 
2 
N 
*X 
7 5 WW 
9 3 
0 CEE 
N He 
— ">; 8 85 
2: 
y 8 iy 
7 
# 7 
5 
P 2 
1 5 
2 - 
ff 
n 
40088 
. * 
1 
3 
9 
Re ib; 
8 SI - 
Xo 
I oe 
it 
RD) 
"FE. 
3 
2 5 
io oF ; 
E 
8 e 
* „ 485 
o 1 FI 
EN 
Ws 
5 = 
5 aL 
> 
. * 
3 
71 a4 
"ALES 
22:14 
PO 
2 
5 Nos 
2 
NAG 
ISS; 
LR 
2 
Ly 
8 
8 Ja 
8 
Fo 
eo 
r 
3 
Ten 
TT. 
{8 
8 
£ 4 
9 1 
SF» 
2 
n 
* 4 
2 
K 0 
co 
"I 
RY 
i: 4 
wer 
AS 
3 
CON 
85 "7 
It 
2 
e 
8 
"I 
1 
OY 
N 
2 
Weit 
2 
JOIN 
N 8 
3 
oe 
1 
* — 
5 
2 
"MIO 
8 
9 
. 
N . 
9 
* 
N 
> 


"oa 


(c 


7 CC 
E. 1 1 $i! Ee 

"Oh 1 . . 

4 3 t N CC 
4 N 4 
. 4 oy x 

b $!7 1 
* F VS. 
37 ; 


cc 


8 ATHENIAN LETTER'S. 
Seve him fk perſevering, in another life, in the devant 


the diſorder obſerved-i in the ſyſtem, and regarded only as a pecu- 


liar manner of appealing the anger of the one Deity. The caſe. 


was the ſame in Ægypt as to the worſhip of Tyen ON, who, in 


his hiſtorical capacity, was the diſturber of his country, as OSIRIS 


was the benefactor of it; in his allegorical, he was the burning 


heat of the ſun producing drought i in their lands, and the anger 


of the Deity exerting itſelf in the puniſhment of the world. But 


inſtead of here and there an inconvenience or a miſchief as at firſt, 


; they thought theſe different operations could not be derived from 
one cauſe; and to remedy the ſeeming inconſiſtency, they im- 
puted the good effects to one being, and the evil to another. 
Hence they implored the afſiſtance of the one, and deprecated the 


reſentment of the other; never reflecting, that however they 


I am very much obliged to you, SOCRATES, (ſaid I,) for your 
unreſerved diſquiſition of this matter; and ſince we have entered 
ſo fairly and infenſibly into the ſubject of idolatry, I wiſh you 
would go on with it.” © We are now (anſwered the philoſo- 
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diſpoſitions he had ſhewn to his people in this. The worſhip of 1 
SATURN was afterwards interpreted to bear a general illuſion to nes 


| when men ſaw an uninterrupted train of evils come in upon them, 


might hope to ſoften a being various in his temper, it was abſurd | 
to intreat or expect compaſſion from one perfectly malicious.” 


pher) returned to the city, and my engagements call me to a ſym- 15 


Whether cherg was any de 4 in theſe 3 thy penetra- 


tion will inform thee. Thou wilt at leaſt judge from hence, how 
freely SOCRATES diſcourſes on every point of moral inſtruction and 


popular belief. For my own part, I was ſileneed, not convinced 


by 


poſium with ALCIBIADES. or I flatter myſelf another oppor- 
tunity will ſoon be offered to us. And ſo we Fs 
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* by his arguments; ox, if I were convinced, I was unmiling to 
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The detection of error, Ons ANxs, f is as nece to the confirm 


5 


ation of truth, as the contemplation of vice to the practice of virtue. 


And yet I queſtion, whether it be worth while to think for ourſelves 
upon theſe matters, to reform ſpeculative. errors, and depart from re- 
- ceived opinions. Such. .Inquiries expoſe a man to yarious cenſures. 
The diſcreet upbraid him with imprudence, the prejudiced with ab- 
ſurdity, the dull with affectation, and the bigots with impiety. In 
Greece indeed there is one circumſtance attending theſe ſtudies, 
which prevents the ill conſequences that might otherwiſe ariſe from 
them. For the. philoſophers, nat eſteeming the people fit to be ad- 
mitted into their Arcana, lay it down, that truth is intended for 
private entertainment, rather than for publick utility; as if it were \ 
like the water of the Choaſpes, whoſe refreſhing draughts are in- 
dulged to none but the ſovereigns of Alia. 6 
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cbt be on human nature, and i its efforts 1 
in this country. Aſſure thy 
variety as Greece. II 
contented with the will 
Thou canſt have no conce 
the human mind, w all li 
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L ETTER be merrier without them. Nobody webs, more heartily at a jeſt he | 
CIV. 

— has juſt heard, than this philoſopher does at his own ordinary re- = 
flections. His imagination affords him a. conſtant ſupply of ridicu- 1 
lous images; but if any of his neighbours interrupt his merriment 
by falling in his way, he turns the laugh upon them. It is to no : 

- purpoſe to tell him they are diſpoſed to be ſerious ; that they expect | 
his condolence for the loſs of their treaſure, the failure of a vintage, 
or the death of a relation. He knows no paſſion but one; and 
whatever turn of mind their fortune gives them, his is always to be 
merry. In ſhort, if he hears that an heir is born, or a family is 
extinct ; if he be told of new honours conferred, or diſgrace falling 
upon a great man; of the ſucceſs of an army, or its defeat ; his laugh- 
ter is equally immoderate. This philoſophick turn has ſomethirig 
ſo particular 3 in it, that the whole town agreed to ſend for Hipeo- 
CRATES to cure him of his frenzy. The phyſician, upon his ar- 

rival, found him in the laborious employment of diſſecting animals, 
and was received with a loud laugh; which, however, was ſo far 
from convincing him of his patient s diſorder, that, after ſome con- 
verſation with him, he turned back with indignation, 2d ſaid, he ä 


was the only man amongſt them in his ſound lenſes, 


Thou, my venerable friend, whoſe compoſed . is as the ſe- 
rene brightneſs of the moon, wilt almoſt fancy this extravagant cha- 
racter is of my own forming. But I aſſure thee I have heard alſo 
of another maſter in philoſophy of a direct oppoſite turn, who weeps 

at every thing which raiſes the mirth of the odd citizen of Abdera, 
I cannot tell which of theſe two to prefer; and it is impoſſible to 
approve both. But I think, if that learned phyſician had con- 
fined them together, till they had reconciled their ſyſtems to each 
other, he would have taken a reaſonable method of bringing them 
to that moderation which thou art too well acquainted with, Either 
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to let the vice 5 Abd miſery of our ſpecies ſubject thy 2 4 to per- L R LETT ER 
petual melancholy, or the vanities and follies of it be the materials — 


for * ſport and merriment. Farewel. 8 8 JJ ĩ ́717“ 
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 ARTAXERXES the Kino 10 CLEANDER. 


* nx a ſatisfaction which you Wi given us, *s your Agence and 
abilities in the diſcharge of your employment at Athens, hath 
been ſo great, that we have not only ordered our miniſters to ſignify ö 
it to you in their diſpatches, but beſtowed ſeveral marks of our royal 
| favour upon vou, as a a juſt reward of your faithful ſervices. 
We do not doubt of the continuance of that zeal and induſtry 
- which hath hitherto appeared in your conduct; and have therefore I 
thought fit to entruſt you with an affair of the higheſt importance, 1 
which demands as much ſecrecy in the management, as ſpeed in the - 1 
execution. You cannot be ignorant, that during the time of our 
royal father, the people of Bœotia, particularly the Thebans, were 
well affected to the Perſian cauſe, and, even in oppoſition to the 
reſt of Greece, made the ſubmiſſion of earth and water, which was 
demanded of them; perſevering in their fidelity to us inviolably, 
till the unfortunate battle of Platæa. We have lately received un- 
doubted intelligence, that potwithſtanding the change which hap- 
pened at Thebes, ſoon after that action, and the general notion, that 
the city 18 entirely devoted to the intereſt of Lacedzmon, there ill 
ſubſiſt great remains of the old Median faction, who want nothing ER 
but encouragement from us, and ſupplies of money, to take the go- | 
vol. II. e vernment 
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3 without the leaſt delay, or ſtaying | for further orders, you ſet out for 


ney Fen Thebes ; and if you find things i in the condition in Which we have 


*** 


reaſon to believe they are, you muſt concert, with the deſcendants 
of T1iMAGENES and ARTAGINUS, (families well known for their 
adherence to our intereſt,) thoſe alterations in the ſenate and ma- 
| giſtracy, which may bring that ſtate back to its former meaſures. 
It will then be eaſy for you to prevail, that we may be admitted 
into the Peloponneſian league, or at leaſt the Bœotian confederacy ; 
and that a proper place of arms, a as the fortreſs of Elatea, may be 
provided for the reception of the troops we ſhall ſend to their aſſiſt= 
„„  Mnce. We have ordered our treaſurer TzRIBAZUS to ſend you, by 
the ſhip which conveys this packet, remittances ſufficient to enable 
you to put our deſign in execution ; and ſo not doubting that you 
will exert your utmoſt induſtry and abilities to accompliſh this im- 


5 471 


portant ſervice, we recommend vou to the protection of Oxo- 
MASDES. „ „„ „ 
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L ETTE. ER vernment into their hands. Upon theſe grounds we direct you, that 
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Given at Suſa the palace, the 22d of the n Aban, in the 41ſt 
Tow of our reign. it es tr 
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I MET SOCRATES very y lately returning * a faerifice at which 
he had been preſent with many others in the temple of Minerva. 


« ] eſteem myſelf extremely fortunate, (faid I,) in meeting you at a 


4 * 
! „ 4 
9 
- Lo 
a 
& 4 


LETTER 
CVI. 
( 1 


ſeaſon ſo opportune for religious ſpeculations. You know the 


claim which IT have upon you; and though various things have 


paſſed ſince our laſt conference, in the daily courſe of buſineſs and : 
_ converſation in which we are engaged; yet I aſſure you, my thoughts 
have often recurred to the matters you inſiſted on.” After ſome 
: recollection, the philoſopher began thus: : © That the beſt things are 
liable to the greateſt degeneracy, is a very evident maxim ; becauſe 


in their original formation they are furtheſt from i it. The ſtep from, 


one degree of imperfection to another, is not ſo ſtriking as the fall 
from perfect purity to abſolute depravity. The ſtate of religion f in 
the world comes up to this obſervation. When it was ſent down. 
from heaven, it was amiable as its divine author, agreeable to the 
concluſions of reaſon, and the ſureſt ally of it; in a word, every 
way ſuited to that plan of action which! is beſt for moral agents. 
But x now it has contradted 3 intricacy, and thrown off f its e ; | 


r 


ing to the fair exemplar engraven on the ar en mind, it was the ” 


24111. 


mo Lunfit cover for the purpoſes of guilt, it 15 become the common . 


1 


ument of i iniquity and diſmulation. Theſe are the corruptions. 5 


of weak heads and unſound hearts. : The former have made religion Y 
an abſurd thing, and the latter an immoral one. Like an uſeful | 


hs $a 


e it was firſt ſpoiled by the mixture of ſuperſtition, which 


1 intoxi- 
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* 2 ER W the reaſon, and then vice 0 it to * the manners 
of mankind. Indeed, no thorough reformation in the practice of 
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the world can be expected, unleſs the theory and foundation of vir- 
tue is regulated better; and while the belief of Polytheiſm prevails _ 
over that of the unity, it is impoſſible to eſtabliſh either. For till 

a juſt notion of the nature and attributes of God is popularly taught, 
the only ſtrong baſis of moral ſpeculation is wanting to ſupport the ; 
edifice of moral conduct. Whenever that principle is inculcated, 
fictitious deities will be aboliſhed ; and we ſhall perceive it to be 
with improvements in religion, as it may ſome day or other be with 
phyſicks, effects, before imputed each to a particular cauſe, will be 
aſcribed to the true general one; for the more we know of nature 
and morality, the ſimpler we find both.” © By way of introduction, 
(aid I,) SOCRATES, to your thoughts on the riſe of idolatry, to which 
your diſcourſe has now brought you ; let me aſk you, whether it 
is not probable, that Gop would, in condeſcenſion to human infir- 
mities, when firſt he ſettled man, that ſlow and ſhallow reaſoner in 
the world, make ſome ſupernatural revelation of himſelf to him, i in 
a manner that ſhould affect his ſenſes,” 1 was going to have 
ſuggeſted the ſame remark, (anſwered he ; ;) and it is from hence we 
may trace the origin and progreſs of that worſhip, which, though. 
ſtruck out in the wildneſs of barbariſm, has been confirmed by the 
ſober policy of legiſlators. For after Gop had put us on the right 
track, it is reaſonable to ſuppoſe, he would withdraw all ſenſible 
manifeſtations of himſelf, and ſuffer the ſpeculative improvements of 
men to keep pace with their practical. Nevertheleſs, tradition 
would be unable to maintain genuine and unadulterated ſentiments 
of him. The groſs conceptions of men would ſtill be ſeeking ; after 
ſome viſible emblems or ſymbols. In ſuch circumſtances, they would 
moſt readily regard the ſun, whom they found to be the great diſ- 
penſer of light and warmth, as the vicegerent of Providence in the 
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ſyſtem, to whom the divine energy was more eſpecially communi- 
cated. They would conſider the moon too as advancing the fruits of 
the earth by her milder and qualified beams; and in a ſubordinate 
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degree would reverence the ſtars and planets. I would even carry \ 
this fondneſs of the early ages for ſenſible exhibitions much farther. 


For becauſe the ſplendour of theſe celeſtial fires would ſometimes be 
withdrawn from us by their neceſſary courſes, or concealed by 
clouds and tempeſts ; it was not unnatural-to have recourſe to ſym- 
bols of our own making, and to addreſs ourſelves to ordinary 


terreſtrial fire. This would be indeed the emblem of an emblem ; 


and when once men were adding to their number, one may with- 


out difficulty conceive how ſoon the generality would be diſtracted 


with them, and fix their devotion on that object, which was deſigned 


only to raiſe the attention. In conſidering the ſeveral parts of the- 
ceconomy, after having paid ſo much honour to the active powers, 
they could not neglect the ſubject of their genial operations, the 


earth. And ſo, in proceſs of time, they fell down before the ele- 


ments which compoſe the world, then plants and animals, i in ſhort 
every thing derived n them, and adored the parents in the 


ollepring; 


« Such would he 1 in a ſtate of x nature, unaſſiſted by prieſts | 


and temples, unadorned by offerings and ceremonies. But when 


once the arts of life were growing in the world, the rude inventor 


of a plough, the firſt ſower of grain, the architect of a ſorry hut, 
would after their death be commemorated in mournful rites, 5 
worſhipped out of gratitude. Encouraged: by the invention of theſe 
arts, men would by degrees unite themſelves in a ſocial ſtate. They 
would build cities, divide property, form communities, go out toge- 
ther to oppoſe their enemies. Hence legiſlators, magiſtrates, and 


generals would ariſe ; and thoſe who, by their artifice or r abilities, 
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2 gain ſuperior dignity and deem, would be followed by the 


| —— vows and intreaties of the people into another ſtate, as ſoon as they 
DS a were departed from this. An imagination that theſe heroes were 
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capable of continuing their good offices to their friends in a future 
life, how quickly ſoever it may be ſuggeſted by the belief and deſire 
of immortality incident to all men, would be the more obvious, 3 
any tradition were remaining in the times we ſpeak of, that good 
ſpirits were formerly ſent down by Providence to watch the earth 
and its inhabitants, and open any peculiar commiſſions to "mankind. 
And now theology be became more as peo every ru 


2 The names of the fit aid moon were firſt beſtowed on a good 
king or queen as a compliment, to intimate, that they reſembled ; 
' thoſe bodies in their beneficial effects. Afterwards; when the ado- 
ration of deified mortals was to be advanced into popular eſtabliſh- 
ment, their names were given to theſe celeſtial luminaries, inſtead | 
| of the name of cach luminary being given to them. It was ſaid 
too, that they reſided perſonally in different ſtars; and hence 
every country has adapted the ſphere to its diſtinct awer Thus 
the tranſition was very eaſy from one ſort of worſhip to the other. 
In more refined ages, the crafty legiſlator pretended, that his autho- 
rity came from ſome old local hero, who had been raiſed into a 
tutelar god, either by the ſuperſtition of the worſhippers for his 
memory, or their pride in thinking they deſerved his particular 
regard. To theſe gods, both family and national ſacrifices and 
prayers were offered, agreeably to their various Biſtorick tempers. 
We have already obſerved how, during the worſhip of the natural 
divinities, they proſtrated themſelves before the elements of the 
ſenſible or irrational ſyſtem. Analogous to that was the reſpect 
| ſhewn to the elements of the rational or intellectual, which took its 
riſe from the human apotheoſis. They adored juſtice, fortitude, 
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FARE TY and thoſe good qualities of the mind that had exalted OTTER EE 
the characters of heroes. © The oddeſt of v4 e, (dad I.) i32:3ꝛññ2? | 
that performed to brutes by the Egyptians. I have taken ſome 
pains to inquire into it; and once I ae a very ingenious and 
elaborate letter * on this ſubje& from a friend of mine, now travel- 
ling through the nomes of that country, whoſe parts and learning I 
eſteem highly. But I ſhould be glad to know, Abbe your 
notion of it is the ſame with that which has been taught me.. 
thank you, (anſwered SOcRATEs,) for mentioning a topick ſo material N 
to our purpoſe; for ſome time ago I queſtioned a learned Athenian a 4 
who had travelled i into Ægypt, and received ſatisfactory information VVV 
concerning it. Briefly then, it was indebted for its beginning to — 
the animal hieroglyphicks, intended to expreſs the hiſtories and 
xs of their ancient deified heroes. | Theſe pictured: fym- 
| Which were emblematical of their characters both before and 
after the apotheoſis, being changed into living ones, that devotion, 
which was deſigned to be conveyed through the medium of the figure. 
or animal to the god, was at- laſt paid ultimately to the animal. 
From hero-worſhip is derived an infinite variety of legends and 
fables, to diſguiſe the real objects of it; for when men began to 
reaſon on theſe points, and applied. their natural underſtandings to 
examine matters of religion, they. thought it abſurd to deify their 
own frail and imperfect ſpecies. The prieſts (who were originally 1 7 
appointed by the legiſlators of governments nd commonwealths tio 
ſerve many purpoſes of uſe to ſociety); ſounded an alarm at theſe — 
inquiries, which ſtruck at the moſt lucrative. part- of ſuperſtition. 
This occaſioned their. pretending, that the greater hero- gods were 
expreſſive of the ſeveral attributes of the firſt cauſe, And in Egypt 
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hold in publick with the ſophiſts, 
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ATHENIAN LETTERS, — | 


gorical ceremonies to conceal the foibles and moral blemiſhes record- 
d in the hiſtories of their heroes and tutelary deities,” © Theſe 
accounts (returned I) are very plauſible, and coincide nearly with __ 


what I have heard. But give me leave to aſk your thoughts on 


the diſpute ſo much agitated between the Greeks and gyptians, 
whether Greece borrowed gods from Ægypt, or Egypt from her. 


Several treatiſes have been written on both ſides, and copies of them 


have been tranſmitted to the learned in both nations. EuRYDAMUS, 


the chief prieſt in the temple at Eleuſis, has gained great credit by | 


his performance in defence of the Grecian claims. - 15 am told a 
prieſt of Heliopolis has 2880 written an anſwer to him.“ 


0 


« It is a diſpute (replied the philoſopher) in which no man of 


ſenſe intereſts himſelf, and which concerns only thoſe fo 


quaries who lay much weight on points of imaginary moment. To 


me it ſeems wrapt up in impenetrable darkneſs; and to this the for- 
geries produced on both ſides have not a little contributed. II 1 


have any opinion on the ſubject, it is this: ſince it is generally 
allowed that Egyptian colonies ſettled here, I think it likely, that 
the ſcience of religious rites, and the characters of heroes fit to be 


made gods, with the names proper to be given them, were brought 
from thence, and applied to perſons in our own country. Many 


reaſons might be offered in ſupport of this ſentiment; but I wave 
going into a detail of them; and thus you have my thoughts on 


the origin and progreſs of idolatry, a ſubject, the curioſity of which 
is inferior to nothing but its importance. I have delivered myſelf 
openly to you, who are my friend; as ſome would ſay, dogmatically, 

and not after the manner of thoſe cautious converſations which I 
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| | « If you would know why I profeſs not theſe things, and undeceive LE ITE R 


mankind, I anſwer, it is againſt my principles to diſturb the reli- — 
gion of my country. Wiſe men in Every. age are acquainted with | 
all that I have comm cated to you; and» when they meet with a 
fair opportunity to work, or a fair diſpoſition in their neighbours to 
bear a reformation, let them zealouſly endeavour to effect it; but 


gradually, and not at once; but gently, and not foreibly. Let them I 


addreſs their arguments to the reaſon, without uſing ſuch methods F 
of conviction as may ſtir their own paſſions, or excite the ſtub | 
neſs of mankind.” Thus SockATESG diſcourſed, while I was loſt | 
In admiration of bim. JJC 
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\L E T TER CYIL 
| CLEANDER | to Gonras. | 


HAVE received 2 letter from HyDasPEs the chamberlain, which 
contains the melancholy news of Mx BYZUS's death, and 
ſome friendly cautions with regard to my own ſafety, now endan- 


[ 


gered by the intrigues of my powerful enemies. Leſs ſolicitous for 
my private welfare than for that of Perſia, I poured out my ſup- 


plications to OROMASDES, that he would not permit the deteſted 
author of ill to bring any farther misfortunes on the empire, when 


he ought to be ſatisfied with having deprived ART AxkRXES of his 
wiſeſt counſellor. 1 had ſcarcely time to recover myſelf from the 
impreſſion which this fatal event made upon me, when a bark, ſent 


expreſsly from Epheſus, brought me a diſpatch, ſigned with the 
king's own hand, and ſealed with the royal ſignet, which enjoins 


me immediately to repair to Thebes, to foment the practices of the 


Median faction in that city. I own to thee, noble ſcribe, I was 


not leſs ſurprized at the order itſelf than the manner of wording it, 


and my own deſignation for the buſineſs. The Thebans have been 


reputed by the moſt underſtanding people here, to have been, ever 
ſince the change in their government after the defeat of MAR Do- 
NIus, firmly attached to the Lacedæmonians, who have laid them 


under ſtricter ties by ſacrificing Platæa laſt year to their reſentment. 


The king's letter is drawn in ſhort and general terms, giving me no 


particular directions to what perſons I am to apply, or what offers 
I am to make thoſe who ſhall be ready to aſſiſt me. It is ikewiſe 


unaccompanied with any letter or explanation from the miniſters, as 


thou knowelt i is conſtantly PORE" in a buſineſs of this nicety and 


importance, 
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importance. All theſe circumſtances induce me to think, not only L 1 ER. 
that thou wert unacquainted with it, but that the whole is a contri- Gn w de 
vance of my enemies to remove me from a place where a five years? 
reſidence enables me'to perform the duties of my ſtation, to another, 
where I have no correſpondence, and can hope for no ſucceſs. But 
as I ſhall always efteem the king's orders, however obtained, too 
ſacred for me (his poor ſlave) to diſpute, I ſhall take a journey 
to Thebes in the retinue of an Athenian agent, who | is ſent thither 

to treat of an exchange of priſoners. From thence you may expect 
to hear of me. In the mean time I preſume to hope, that, under 
the ſhadow of thy pager r * 1 a ſecure ſhelter from the 


calumnies of my ee 


ATHENTAN News. 


The © us 4 is relieves! at Aitichs and elde daily. The Pe- 
loponneſian forces aſſembled at Corinth under Ac1s king of Sparta, 
but were prevented from invadin g Attica by the earthquakes which 
have happened there, as well as in ſeveral parts of Eubcea and 

| Beeotia. In this city, part of the fortifications, and ſome publick 


buildings, particularly the Prytaneum, were thrown, down by the 
violence of the ſhocks. Two thouſand Athenians in ſixty gallies, 


commanded oy 705 Cl AS, after making an unſucceſsful deſcent in the 
Beeotia, white, receiving a reivforcement out of Athens they de- 


8 ed the natives, and tet up a trophy. „ 
P. 
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OBSAMES: to CLE e $ From Bubaſtus. 


ws orus bas accompanied : me through the Delta; for having 
viſited Egypt a ſecond time, he now is taking another j Journey 


into the eaſt, in order to complete that noble work, which was 


Tread with applauſe at Athens ſome years ago; and to collect ma- 
terials for a particular hiſtory of Aſſyria and Babylon, which the 


world may one day expect from him. There is a city of ancient 
fame in Paleſtine, lately rebuilt by the favour of our auguſt monarch, 


after it had lain in ruins for ſeveral years from its deſtruction under 


the later n kings, which he WM to lee 1 in his WAY: 


'In our return my the 3 we came direaty to ais, * 
place of ſuch fame and antiquity that no curious traveller would 
omit ſeeing it. The night we arrived there, the grand, feſtival of | 


the lighting of lamps was ſolemnized, which is obſeryed after a 


peculiar manner. All the houſes throughout the town of Sais - are | 
illuminated with rows of lamps ſet round the windows on the out- 
ſide, at which time a great ſacrifice is performed to the guardian 
| Deity of the place, to which as many as can conveniently reſort 


from all parts of Fgypt. But thoſe who cannot be preſent there at 
the celebration of it, neglect not, wherever they are, to ſolemnize 
the night, and to ſet out lights before their houſes. By this means, 
not only the town of Sais, but the whole country of Egypt, is illu- 
minated on that night. The Deity, in honour of whom the feſtival 
is kept, is called by the Greeks, ä — : but, if I conjecture 


right, 
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ATHENIAN, LETTERS „ 


nights with the Egyptians is no cnker: im: their 1818, Who, as 1 n 
have elſewhere hinted to you, is made univerſal. nature, though dif- 7 
ferently ſpecified, and partially conſidered, upon different occaſions, 
under the ſeveral powers and attributes which the Greeks aſcribe. to 
their reſpective divinities. The uſe of lamps and torches, both 1 in 
religious worſhip, and for the purpoſes of common life, were (the 
 Xgyptians ſay) originally their invention, and firſt received from them, 
But however that be, it is certain they had them very anciently 
in their religious revels and ceremonies; and the application of them 
to the myſteries of their worſhip, among other divine ſymbols, has 
rendered the ſymbol itſelf ſo ſacred in the hieroglyphicks, that a lamp 
in that picture- character implies the whole myſtery of the Egyptian 
religion. From the uſe of torches and lamps, thus introduced into 
their religious ceremonies, came the practice of burning them at the 
ſhrines of illuſtrious perſonages, whom the paſſionate deyotion of 
their friends deſired to honour as divinities, and to rank among ſu- 
| perior natures ; of the antiquity of which cuſtom x remarkable 
-monument remains in Sais to this day. Mzxch ERINUS, the ſeventh 
king of the Memphite dynaſty, to ſoothe his grief for the loſs of an 
only daughter, erected for her a magnificent repoſitory adj oining to 
his palace, and ordered a caſe of wood to be made in the ſhape of 
an heifer, richly overlaid with gold, to incloſe her remains, intend- 
ing thereby that divine honours ſhould be paid to her memory, and 
to graft her worſhip upon the reigning ſuperſtition of Egypt. The 
heifer is as large as the life, in a kneeling poſture, and covered 
with a ſcarlet pall. Between the horns is fet a circle of gold re- 
ſembling the rays of the ſun. He appointed a certain number of 
prieſts to burn incenſe before it in the day-time, and to light up 
lamps round the chamber in the night, and ſettled a ſtipend upon 
them to continue the ceremony for ever. They conſtantly once a 
year bring out the heifer into the open air, after the celebration of 
| certain 
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certain rites, which may be myſterious, but ſeem. highly abſurd in 5 


ATHENIAN, LETTERS. 


e vulgar account. For in theſe rites they are ſaid to ſeourge Aa 


certain deity, whoſe name the profane are not to know. The re- 
mains of the ancient palace at Sais are magnificent. The temple of 
the Goddeſs, whom the Greeks call MinzRva, contains the ſe- 
pulchres of thoſe ancient kings that were natives of the Saite nome. 
In the body of this temple is a magnificent ſtone chamber, the 
columns of which are carved in imitation of palm- trees. Here are 
ſeen ſeveral of thoſe obeliſks, which were the ancient repreſenta- 
tions of the celeſtial divinities; and near to them is a ſtone baſon, 
or lake, the workmanſhip of which is much admired. An in- 
ſcription on the pavement of this temple countenances the opinion 
J have advanced, that the Deity of the place is Is18. The inſerip- 
tion runs thus: I am all that has been, that is, and that ſhall be, 


* and none among mortals has hitherto taken off my veil.” AMAS1s, 


5 who ſubdued Apries, the laſt of the lineage of the Memphite kings, 


raiſed a portico to this building, which, for its height and dimenſions, 
and the largeneſs of the ſtones that compoſe it, exceeds every thing of 


that kind in Egypt. He placed about it coloſſal ſtatues and ſphinxes 


of a prodigious ſize. A little above the town is a grove called 


the ſanctuary of Os1R1s, where the Saites maintain his n to 
have been. | 


We paſſed from Sais to Bubaſtus, which is near the full extent of 


the Delta, part of the way by land, and part through the cuts that 
communicate between the ſeveral channels of the Nile. It were 
endleſs to deſcribe to thee, CLEANDER, the beauty and richneſs of 


the country; or to enumerate the many ancient cities and towns, 
which preſented themſelves to our notice in the whole way. But 
indeed, though all beſpeak the magnificence and glory of this an- 
cient kingdom, I know not any that affords a ſight more pleaſing 

than 


FS 
— 
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than the city 1 I now am. It is ſituate where the Bubaſtick LETTER 
branch of the Nile ſeparates into two channels; one of which diſ- — 


charges itſelf into the ſea at the Tanitick, the other at the Peluſiack 
mouth. Theſe ſtreams form a perfect peninſula, 1 in Which ſtands 
the temple of Bubaſtis; the city itſelf lying part between theſe 
ſtreams, and part ſcattered on the two oppoſite ſides of the Nile be- 
yond where the ſtreams divide. The ground on all ſides, whereon 
the buildings of the city are erected, was raiſed by SESOSTRIS, and 
afterwards by the Æthiopian king, to a greater height than any other 
town in Egypt. The peninſula only with the town remains on the 
ſame level it always was, and is joined by a narrow iſthmus to the 
land, along which is a viſta of chick trees of the talleſt growth, con- 

tinued for the length of three ſtadiums into the town, and leading 

through the forum up an aſcent to the temple of Mercury. The 
temple of Bubaſtis, in length and breadth a ſtadium, is likewiſe en- ; 
compaſſed with a thick grove, that caſts a delightful ſhade, and 
is reflected on the water. It has a ſtately portico, thirty cubits in 
height, upon which are figures and bas-reliefs of ſix cubits; and 
round the extremities of the iſland runs a parapet of ſtone, adorned 
with much curious ſculpture. The temple, with the plantations about 
it, lying thus in the middle of the town, and ſurrounded with the 
water, has a moſt beautiful effect, as you look down upon it from 
the city, on every ſide. The goddeſs BuBASTI1S is by the Greeks 
called DraNa, but is in reality Is18, if: one may regard the ancient 
inſcription upon her pillar at Nyſa im Arabia. A little above che 
town begins that famous cut, which was intended for a communi- 
cation between the Nile and the Red Sea. Ihe digging of it was 
firſt attempted by Nxco, the ſon of PsAMMETICHUS; and twelve 
thouſand men periſhed. in the work. DARlus, after him, made a 
great progreſs with better ſucceſs, but without completing it; dif- 
couraged,, ag: en, Soc, by: the report of his ſurveyors, who. 
_ apprehended 
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women in the boats an opportunity of calling out to thoſe at land, 
who neyer are at a loſs to anſwer them in the peculiar ribaldry of 


higher than the Delta. The Egyptians ſolemnize their religious | 


down the Nile at theſe times in boats together ; and the men and 


of theſe ſolemnities, are computed by the inhabitants to be ſeldom 


tive to the celebration of one of their greateſt feſtivals. But it has been 


people, at the ſame time that they have the ſanction of religious ce- 


ATHENIAN LETTERS. 


utohiniled" it would, when finiſhed, let in the ſea upon the Lower | 
Egypt; the level of the Arabian gulph being, as they thought, 


revels at moſt of their towns through the Delta ſeveral times in the 
year. But thoſe are moſt frequented which attend the great ſacri- 
fices performed at Bubaſtus. Great numbers of both ſexes come 


women, beſides children, that are brought to Bubaſtus on occaſion 


fewer than ſeventy thouſand. Their muſick all the way is a ſtrange 
diſſonance of flutes, crotala, bad voices, and clapping of hands. At 
every town by the water-ſide they ſtand up to the ſhore, to give the 


their water-language. While ſome of the women are engaged in 
this ſcurrilous diverſion, 1 reſt are dancing, or making ridiculous 
geſtures. 


Strange it is, CLEAN DER, and unaccountable, that ſuch mean buf- 
fooneries ſhould ever be miſtaken for religious rites, or made prepar a 


the policy of our government never to interfere with ſuch national 
extravagancies, as are merely adapted to the genius of the vulgar. 
For as theſe inſtitutions fall in with the natural bent of the common 


remonies, there is nothing they would with greater difficulty give 
up. The Egyptian prieſts could not have taken a ſurer method for 
eſtabliſhing their own authority, than by accommodating the national 
rites to that ſtrong propenſion to farcical pomps and revels, which 
no where prevails more among the common ſort than in Egypt. 
The people thus gratified and amuſed, according to their own ſenſe 
„ | e of 
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. 


of things, and indulged in all their groſſeſt prejudices, preſume not * 
to arraign the ſuperior wiſdom of their teachers, but aſſent with a 


implicit reverence to their dictates. e 


\ - 
* 8 | ; 
| f . 
- . 
— N 8 


N 


I ſhall in a very few days ſet ſail from Peluſium. HzropoTus 
will part from me at Magdolum, to paſs over Mount Caſius, and by 
the lake Serbon into Paleſtine. That inquiſitive traveller has taken 
abundant pains to examine into the learning of the Egyptian prieſts; - 
and ſift out all the recondite doctrines of their religion; yet, after 
all, he has cauſe to complain of their myſterious reſervedneſs. It 
is diſcouraging enough, I have often heard him ſay, to an accurate 
hiſtorian, who is to treat of their religious ceremonies, that he muſt, 
in many things, either affect the ſame myſterious ſecrecy himſelf, or 
appear to poſterity to have been a collector of ſenſeleſs and ridicu- | 
lous fables. Adieu. e 02 393 BE 
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juſtice to myſelf to add, that he concurs with me in opinien that 
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| 


5 to abi. From Thebes. | 


HAVE "REN arrived ſome days, noble a in this city; and 


whilſt CriT1As, the Athenian agent, whom I accompanied, was: 


employed in negociating an exchange of priſoners, I endeavoured. 


to procure the intelligence of the general diſpoſition of the Rate, - 
and the reliance which can be made on the deſcendants of thoſe + 


citizens who were formerly in the Perſian intereſt. My i inquiry 


was much furthered by CxAriyrus, who has lately removed hither 
from Sparta, in.order to penetrate to the bottom of an intrigue which 
is carrying on between Thebes and Corinth. I leave his own letters 


on that affair to. ſpeak his vigilance and induſtry ; but I ought in 


5 my orders were grounded on falſe information. Thou wilt be able 


to judge how impracticable it would be to attempt any change of 


government here, when I tell thee, that the management of affairs 


is wholly in the hands of the Lacedzmonian faction. The ſenate is 


compoſed of their creatures ; the Polemarchs, or chief magiſtrates of 


the city, who are choſen annually, and the Bœotarchs, or governors 


of Bceotia, over which the Thebans claim a general juriſdiction, are 
in the ſame intereſt; and the better to curb any attempts in favour 
either of Athens or Perſia, a ſtrong garriſon is always. kept up 
in the Cadmea, The Lacedzmonians have much gained upon the 
affections of this people, by the ſeverities which, for their ſakes, 
were inflicted upon the Platzans. Beſides, they are of all the Gre- 


cians the moſt difficult to be forced out of any intereſt and alliances 


in 
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in which chop have door long engaged. With regard to the remains LETTE Ss 
of the Median faction, which in tlie king's letter are repreſented as A 
conſiderable both. for their weight and number, it is a fact well 
known here, that the chiefs amongſt them were delivered up by the 
Thebans to PAUSANIAS, e (9-4 who put them to death 
at Corinth, that the Greeks might, fi x their example, be warned 
| what puniſhment thoſe were to expett, who deſerted the common 

intereſt of their country to join with a foreign invader. This had 
che deſired effect; and the deſcendants of ARTAGINUS and T1MA- 
"GENES are ſo far from having any inclination to revenge the death 

of their anceſtors, that, ha@ I applied to them, they would, in all 
Probability, have delivered me up to the magiſtrates. As I therefore 

imagine it cannot be the intention of my royal maſter, that 1 

fhould expoſe myſelf to danger, without any proſpect of doing him 

ſervice, I ſuſpend the execution of my orders, till I receive thy 

anſwer, which I ſhall expect in this city; for the increaſe of the 
plague at Athens renders my removal thither extremely hazardous. 25 e 1 

If the ſupreme council think my further reſidence here unneceſſary, a, | 1 

deſire . to take a e to the celebrated 2 2 at . | 9 


* 


The MEDI of Thebes have received an expreſs, with an ac- 
count of the ill fucceſs of DrmosTHanes, che Athenian, againſt 
the Etolians. That general had fome ſucceſs on his firſt invaſion of 
their country; but the natives having aſſembled their forces, attacked 
his army in a foreſt ſurrounded by mountains, (the paſſes of which 

they had ſeized,) and 4 ed, it a total defeat, 


F 


Potent lord, it 1 is from 3 I expe my chief ſupport, under fie 
uneaſy Rate of mind to which the calumnies of my enemies have 
reduced me. The effects of their malice, in the 3 they 


F 2 make 


LETTER make to my conduct, are as weak as their malice itſelf is ſtrong. 


CIX, 
kn When they reproach me with having made no friends to. Perſia, do 


© ATHENIAN LETTERS. 


they conſider, that for me to have concerned myſelf in practices of 
that nature without particular inſtructions, would have been highly 
unwarrantable, and only brought ruin on my own head from all quar- 
ters, without advancing in one-point the intereſt of ARTAXERXES? It 

is even more than probable, that thoſe who now blame me for inac- 
tivity, would then have been as liberal of their cenſures againſt my 
intermeddling without orders, and have exerted their beſt endeavours - 
to procure a diſavowal of my conduct. When they accuſe me of 


converſing only with the friends to peace, they ſhew their utter 


ignorance of my courſe of life at Athens ; elſe they would know that 
I have acquaintance enough in both parties to diſcover the ſecrets 


of each; and that I form my accounts from their dif- 
ferent repreſentations, 


If PHILEMON honours me with his friendſhip, and Nictias con- 


deſcends to take a frugal meal at my houſe, I have received civilities, 
on the other hand, from DEMOSTHENES and EPIGENES ; and not 
long before I left Athens, CLzoON ſent to aſſure me, upon occaſion 


of ſome buſineſs which I offered to tranſact for him at Epheſus, that 


he harboured no malice againſt me for what happened laſt year 
in relation to the Iambicks *. It was that unlucky affair, I am con- 


vinced, which gave a colour to the charge againſt me, of intermixing 


in the cabals of NiciAs's faction. But if thou canſt excuſe an im- 


prudence, to which the warmth of wine and jollity gave riſe, I can 


aſſure thee, upon the forfeiture of thy patronage, which J prefer far 
beyond any intereſt or. concern of my own, that I will religiouſly 


avoid making myſelf obnoxious to any party for the future, except 


* vol. i. p. 382. | 
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| ſuch as the king 8 ſervice ſhall at any time oblige me to act againſt. WA ER 


1 have troubled thee thus far, out of that regard which every man . PO 
owes to his reputation; for otherwiſe 1 deſire not to be made the 970 1 
object of court intrigue. Suffer me to retire in peace to my paternal t... | 
farm, in the ſhady vale near the temple of the Epheſian DIANA; „ ö : 
or quit the tumultuous forum of Athens, for the ſolitary groves of the „„ th LS 4 
Bactrian Magi. Wrapt in their thickeſt ſhades, I may forget the W 
diſtracting cares of life, and the perplexities of 'bulineſs, Ihe 5 
change will not only be for my quiet, but advantage; here 1 1 
may learn to be an abler miniſter, but chere to be a better man. 


Adieu. V'] e | 7 . 


/ 


The 20th of the month Munychion. 8 5 . 5 
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SMERDIs to CLEANDER. 


LE Ks TER Tur! a of che n 18 inexcuſable, Cananpe; . © they 


PR 


revolution to its diſadvantage? Cyxvs, the worthieft of all princes, 
who had been educated in the ſchools of juſtice and moderation, 


enjoy advantages peculiar to themſelves, this ſhould not be 
matter of triumph, fince they cannot be aſſured of their continuance. 


How ſpeciouſſy was the liberty of Perſia guarded by the wiſeſt laws 


and ſevereſt diſcipline, when the eftabliſhment ſuffered an unavoidable 


vas the neceſſary cauſe of this change. His great mind could never 


meditate the oppreſſion of his country, though the acceſſion af 
Media by inheritance, a vaſt kingdom under his abſolute ſway, and 


the additional conquered provinces, had ſufficiently enabled him to 
compaſs it. This accumulated power, however, devolved to a leſs 
worthy ſucceſſor ; and thou knoweſt the ſequel. 


aw; which is the ſecure enj oyment of natural rights under 


the ſalutary reſtrictions of law, was long the inheritance of the Per- 


one to another; but their dependance was ſolely on the laws, to 
which they owed a common obedience. The prince was ſupreme, 


ſians. The prince, the ſatraps, and the people, were in ſubordination 


and enjoyed the diſtinguiſhing marks of royalty; but in his youth 
he was not exempt from the rigorous diſcipline of a Perſian edu- 
cation. In the reſt of the conſtitution (which is peculiar to Perſia) 


the rank of the citizens was determined ordinarily by their years; 


and the duties, privileges, and honours of the ſtate were adapted to 
| the 


; N p 
15 
g 
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* particular ages of youth, manhood, and old age: but 2 
greateft ſhare of dignity and power was reſerved for the laſt, tO G—— 
crown thoſe who had ſhewn a decent compliance with the laws, in 

a regular and laudable oonduct through the former. The next ho- 
nourable rank was manhood, to which the citizens were admitted, 
if they had paſſed their youth in obedience, military exerciſes, and 
honeſty. Thus recommended, being arrived at maturity of ſtrengtn 
and judgment, they were admitted into active life, pleaded as advo- 
cates, or preſided as judges ; had the charge of the revenue, or em- 
ployments of diſtinction among the ſoldiery ; or bore arms in the 
loweſt capacity, as the ſtate required, according to the determination 
of the aged, who having paſſed thoſe offices with reputation them- 
ſelves, governed the inferior orders, and regulated them by their 
counſels. Thus was every one engaged to ſubmiſſion and obedience 
to the laws, by the hopes of arriving one day at the adininiſtration 
of them. This expectation kept the eager ambition of youth, and 
the cooler, but no leſs dangerous, deſigns of manhood, in proper 
bounds, till age admitted them with ſafety to a truſt for which their 
habitual virtue and experience qualified them. Thus private obedi- 
ence to legal authority was eaſily kept up, which is the great bul- 
wark of publick liberty, and which free ſtates find much difficulty in 
maintaining; becauſe the reſtraint of it is miſtaken for ſlavery by 
the injudicious multitude, who delight! in tumult and irregularity, 
and confider them as certain indications of freedom. 


This Bens of government our countrymen had ſo much reaſon 
to be ſatisfied with, chat they never ſhewed. any diſpoſition to inno- 
vate, but rather to confirm and perpetuate it. To this end their 
wiſdom was extraordinary and unparalleled; they had long known 
the neceſſity there was of forming ſoldiers by a regular education; 
and as they had es up their children from their infancy 
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os Ag R in hardineſs, exerciſe, and coarſe diet 5407 dealt to them, whiclt 
— their keen appetite and ready digeſtion converted into nutriment, 


leaving no ſuperfluity for noxious humours: they were ſo far from 
needing the evacuations of phyſick, that thoſe of nature were not 1 
frequent. They never tried the viciſſitudes of ſwoln bodies and 30 


emaciating diſeaſes; their nerves were never high ſtrained by an 
heated blood, nor relaxed by indolence, but were gradually con 
firmed in that ſtate which is beſt ſuited to the operations of the body, 


and moſt helpful to thoſe of the mind. The Perſians had uſed them- 


ſelves to the method of diſciplining the youth for war ; and the ſame 


wiſdom ſuggeſted to them, that it would require no leſs care to train 
them up for ſociety and the duties of peace. We think it prepoſ- 
terous, ſaid they, to collect a large body of men, and ſend them out 
to fight our battles, without regard to previous diſcipline. How 


then can we expect, that every thing that bears the form of a man 
ſhould be fitted for the manifold duties of ſociety? If we would 
ſecure our government, we muſt encourage the growth of modera- 


tion and juſtice amongſt the citizens; which having taken deep 
root, will not eaſily ſuffer themſelves to be eradicated by thoſe foul 
uſurpers, avarice, cruelty, and ambition ; which firſt make them- 


ſelves maſters of the human mind, and then excite it to thoſe extra- 
vagancies that lay waſte the moſt flouriſhing kingdoms, | 


An inſtitution. of the youth in ſocial qualifications was therefore 
agreed upon : but the parent was thought an improper perſon to be 
intruſted with it, leſt the children might receive any wrong bias from 
his ſentiments, his example, or his partial regard for them. Publick 
ſchools were appointed; and the wiſeſt of the Magi to preſide and 
inſtruct the young Perſian, not indeed in muſick, in rhetorick, and 
the fictions of poets, but the ſimple qualifications of ſpeaking truth, 
and practiſing Juſtice ; where they were taught that veracity was 

always 
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always graceful, however unadorned; and learned as e to fear L of * Un R BE. 
the practice of fraud, as the young Spartan the diſcovery of it. Their — — 5 
acuteneſs was nevertheleſs employed, though not in acting, yet in 
tracing out falſehood and treachery : for this purpoſe i intricate caſes 
were deviſed by their maſters, which they were obliged to unravel, 
and diſcloſe all the latent fallacy that might ſcreen an offender, or 
prejudice the innocent; and to  ſhew che due merits of each perry: in 


the br propoſed. 


* 


* 


All the little A eee ol . that ariſe among N 
were examined into, and decided by the ſtricteſt rules and forms of 
juſtice, where they had frequent occaſion to act the part of judge, 
accuſer, and criminal, under the inſpection of a maſter, who never 
failed to put the ſentence in execution, if juſt; if not, to puniſh the 
judge for his ignorance or partiality. Thus were they always ready 
to become any ſtation in the community, that of a judicious magi- 
ſtrate, an honeſt and diſcerning advocate, an able governor, or an 
obedient inoffenſive citizen. Thus had they learned the ſocial duties 
before they had need of them; for it was thought more ſalutary, 
that the manly carriage ſhould make ſome encroachments on youth, 
than that there ſhould be any danger, by the neglect of ſuch diſ- 
cipline, that the follies of youth ſhould be propagated into manhood, . | 
the publick aſſemblies be interrupted with petulancy, and miſguided . 
by ill-informed judgments, or the lives and valuable Privileges of a 

people become the ſport of a boyiſh levity, 


1 — 2 7 


. 
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* 1 * 
as ati; 2 N * 


Thus the baſis at our eſtabliſhment was the virtue of the citizens; | 4 | 

a more durable and ſubſtantial one than can be ſupplied by all the | [ ; 
arts of policy, which ſometimes pretend to ſep arate the publick good N i | 
from honeſty, its natural ally and lupport, or make uſe of a coun- 1 
vol. 11. — — — terfeit — —ł' 

| | 
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, E ETT ER terkeit appearance of her. But where the. reſides, ſhe not only : 


— guards the common liberty, but enlarges the happineſs of each indi- 
vidual ; the ſtrengthens all ties, both natural and ſocial ; ſhe cements 


families; preſerves the filial and conjugal affection pure; ſweetens 
converſe with humanity; heightens acquaintance into friendſhip, 
and ſets no bounds to the exerciſe of benevolence. The allies of a 
virtuous nation can ſteadily rely on its fidelity, and its enemies 
are afraid of the vengeance of a people who are lovers of juſtice, 
and are always kindled en een and ne at the 


breach of tc 1 Hy 


— — — 
i es — — — — Tg 
—— — o—— —— d — — — 
— f - 
1 


— — 
— 
— 


—— 
—  — ——— <———_————_—_—_ 


o — — 
- 
* 


d 

1 . 
| ; ? 
'Y . 
9 } 


— —ũä4§ͥc4 — — 


— 
— 


45 r 
r 5 
* * 
e * =o 
1 
"tg 
* 
9 
r 
1 
ENS 
5 
N 
1 
I 5 
185 5 
TON 
pe 
fo. "LF 
33 
e 
2 
82 
Wee be Ld 
7 
8 
1 
> RO 
1 WU Ks 
yo wy 
5 a 
er = 
- _— 
3 
* pf 
y by 
2 
* 
N 
1 
Ss 
LES 
2 o 
a ” 
l 
„ 4 
—_ 
1 
EY 
Y OT 
5575 
5 
Re g 
1 2 
IS ' 
ns o 
„ 
n bv 
* 12 he 
1 by 
8 nu 
1 
E 
LR 
"EY * 
NS 
Ie) 
TEL 
0 a 
' : EY » 
8 
8 
: 
+ 
\ 15 
we tad 
* 
2 
N = 
#3 
BY 
of ©, 
MF 
_—_ 
A EN 
” 
Gt 
2 
s 
* 
5 


— — 


ATHENIAN LETTERS. 
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SuERDIs to Cisa vpn. in! 0 eee 


DOUBT, whether in Aa various ſtates of Groove you will find 1 
one government of a more plauſible frame than that I have de- 
ſcribed, or more founded in nature. For nature has laid down a 
plan for us in moſt things ; and the nearer approaches we make to 


her, the more we. advance toward perfection in our undertaking. 


Now the plan which nature has given us for government is a ſingle 
family ; which is indeed a little natural kingdom ; and a kingdom of 
the greateſt extent can be looked upon as no other than a large arti- 


LETTER 
KI. 


— 


ficial family. And it is very eaſy to obſerve, that the ancient Perſian 


government, in its Parts and OCconomy, bore a very near reſem- 


blance to this original pattern. Perhaps you will be ſurprized that 
our unpoliſhed anceſtors, who had neither arts nor literature amongſt 
them, and were fatisfied with the ſcanty products of Perſia, which 
ſcarcely afforded them food and a covering to their bodies, ſhould 


civilized is the very reaſon of it; and their utter ignorance in the 
refinements of politicks made them more attentive to nature. You 
know, tradition informs us, that in the early ages of the world 


each family was a ſort of independent community; and the head of 


it exerciſed a princely juriſdiction over all the branches. We- will 


| have been ſo ſucceſsful in their polity. Poſſibly their being un- 


ſuppoſe then, that a number of theſe ſmall princes with paternal 


power are aſſembled together, with deſign to agree upon terms of 


community; perhaps on the ſummit of a hill, in token of their 


eminence, whit their numerous progeny expected below the iſſue 
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LETTER of their counſels. I will not take upon -me to relate the debates : 
ich aroſe in the venerable aſſembly ; but it is by no means dif- 
ficult to find out the reſult of them. They perceived there was 
| little occaſion for any thing new, towards forming a community, 
beſides the circumſtance of living together. It was agreed, that \ 
the fathers of families ſhould retain the ſame authority over, and 
concern for, the whole, which each had before i in his reſpective fa- 
mily; that the younger men ſhould continue to be active and obe- 
dient in executing the commands of the elder, whether i in peace or 
war; and that the education of children ſhould now be their joint 
care, which hitherto had employed them ſeparately. Their chil- 
dren were ready to enter into ſociety, upon the advice of their pa- 
rents; for they thought their welfare could not be more ſafely 
lodged than in ſuch hands. The ties of their obedience immediately 
became different. It was gratitude and filial duty (the bonds of 
nature) which before obliged them ; but the obligations they then 
ſubmitted to, were more than nature had enjoined, and therefore they 
rightly expected terms for their ſubmiſſion. The authority of the 
natural parent was unlimited, becauſe his aſſection for his iſſue was 
imagined ſo likewiſe; but the artificial parent being more likely to 
deviate from juſtice, mutual conditions were ſettled, and laws obli- 
gatory on both ſides. Here you ſee the great marks and outlines of 
our ancient government in a very ſmall compaſs; and all ſubſequent 


and future regulations were no more than methods uſed for the better 
eſtabliſhing. of this form, 
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Though I aſcribe much to the wiſdom of our anceſtors, I will not 
deny that there was another cauſe which greatly contributed to the 
peace and continuation of our empire; for the Perſians, not having 
then corrupted the traditions they had received from a diſtant but 
unknown origin, believed that OROMASDES was a lover of peace 
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and order through all his works, which i in awe of him thay indu- LE ITE R. 


triouſly cultivated and maintained. They knew that commotions L——y—— 
and tumult were the delight of ARIMANIUS ;. and abhorred being 


the inſtruments of his will, who had introduced diſcord into paradiſe 
itſelf, and deformed the creation; a work of ſuch excellency, that 
the Almighty did not produce it i aneouſly, but in ſix ſucceſlive 


parts, that the everlaſting genii, the ſatraps of his heavenly court, 


might contemplate its riſing beauty, and adore the Author! Theſe 
' religious ſentiments, which dawned upon us at the coming of Key- 


OMAR, that ancient prophet, were more clearly opened by the divine 
Inſtructions of ZERVAN, and the eternal wiſdom of Ovsranc®, 


till ZURDUSHT's irreſiſtible beams diſperſed. all remains of dark- 


webs *. 


A book of the higheſt authority among the followers of the Magi. Js 


+ The reader will find, that in this and the other letters where the Perſian religion 
is treated of, cs ſentiments are exactly n to Dr. AA s account of it. 
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TS | to | CLEANDER. : be Den 58 


Ti 18 tical for any one whoſe reputation is attacked by injurious 

calumnies, and whoſe warmth is heightened by a conſciouſneſs of 
innocence, to lie under a perperual uneaſineſs of mind, till bis ho- 
nour is cleared, and his conduct juſtified. This makes ine leſs fur- 
prized at thoſe expreſſions of deſpondency and reſentment, which 
have occurred in thy late diſpatches. From the firſt intimation I re- 
ceived of the ill humour fomented againſt thee by the artifices of 


ſome men, and the weakneſs of others, I uſed my utmoſt endea- 


vours to trace it to the ſource; and after diſcovering the cauſes, to 


remove the effects of it. I found the treaſurer grievouſly offended 
that thou haſt made no application to him in the courſe of thy em- 
ployment ; and for that reaſon tranſmitting thy appointments with a 


| ſparing hand. His enterpriſing genius, which had uniformly de- 


clared itſelf for immediately embarking in the war, was of courſe 
oppoſed to the calmer and more conſiderate meaſures of MxOA- 
BYZUS and myſelf. As he obſerved thy letters afforded no grounds 
for his extravagant projects, he fell in the more readily with the in- 
formations of TIMOocLES, the Eubcean. Pleaſed with the flattering 
diſcourſes of that vain rhetorician, and elated by the applauſe which 
he heard was given to his counſels by the younger ſatraps and officers 
of the army, he procured that letter which ſent thee to Thebes, 
whilft I was employed in ſettling the affairs of my deceaſed friend, 
MEGABYZUs. At the ſame time ſo certain was he of the ſucceſs of 
his Theban alliance, or perhaps ſo bent on thy ruin, if it miſcarried, 

that he propoſed to remove thee from Athens, aſſerting there were 


un anſwer- 
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u bamſwaryble objections to thy behaviour there; and that Trmoct.es LETDER 


CXII. 


ſhould be ordered to ſupply-thy place. The king abſolutely refuſed — 


to conſent to this alteration, and took frequent opportunities to com- 


mend thy ſervices publickly. Soon after arrived thy letter, which 
gave a very clear and ingenuous relation of the ſtate of Thebes, 
confirmed by the diſpatches we received at the ſame time from CRA- 


TIpPUs. TERIBAZ us was then obliged, though with reluctance, to : 


confeſs he had been miſtaken in the advice which occaſioned the 
king's letter; and, in order to caſt the blame from himſelf, accuſed 
TimocLEs of deceiving him, who, he ſaid, ought to be well ac- 
quainted with thoſe parts of Greece. The Eubcean was ſummoned 
before the council of ſeven ; but he found means to make his eſcape ; 
and it is ſtrongly ſuſpected, that the accuſation and eſcape had their 
riſe from the ſame quarter. Thou haſt reaſon to be ſatisfied with 
the ſhame which overwhelms thy enemies, after the defeat of all 


their ſchemes ; and thy credit with the king and miniſtry i is more 


eſtabliſhed by this fruitleſs attack, than if it had never been put to a 


trial, How far I engaged in your ſupport, I leave others to inform 
you; but it would-be injuſtice. to the generous friendſhip of ä Hy- 


 DASPES and INTAPHERNES, not to aſſure you, that, had their own 
honour or ſafety been concerned, they could not have exerted them- 


ſelves with more zeal and aſſiduity than they did. The king himſelf 
told me, when I obtained his leave for your Delphick Journey, that 
NO be of any of his miniſters ſhould leſſen his regard for your 


; that the punctual payment of your appointmerts ſhould be 
bis ganas care: and (continued our gracious maſter) I do not 
6 wonder this Theban buſineſs has given CLEANDER uneaſineſs. I 


too eaſily. believed what carried a ſpecious appearance; but though 
have ſometimes deceived. me, they never yet had 


* the art to make me N in ay, 9 in | order to ſcreen 
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APOLLONIDES, the phyſician, was Seed to the croſs, and 


A exccuted juſt before we left Sula. Thou knoweſt that his crime, 


for the ſake of the perſon concerned, muſt. be lightly touched. Zo- 
PYRUS, the youngeſt ſon of MEGABYZUs, has left the court by 
night; and it is not yet known whither he is gone. He deſired to 
be made governor of Damaſcus ; which being refuſed him, on ac- 
count of his youth and i inexperience, though with a promiſe of fu- 


ture favour, he ſaid with great warmth, that this diſappointment, and 
his mother's guilt, rendered it impoſſible for him to appear at court 
with honour. | 


OxYATHRES, the Mede, after having been obliged to leave Scy- 


thia by the king who at preſent ſits upon that throne, as I gave thee 


an account in my diſpatches laſt year *, has ſince wandered in diſ- 


guiſe through the provinces ; and chough we had frequent traces of 


him, he made ſo ſhort a ſtay in every place he came to, and took 


ſuch precautions to conceal himſelf, that we could never lay hold of 


his perſon till very lately, when he was ſeized in paſſing through | 
the Upper Egypt by Pnanwacs, the governor of Thebes. From 


ſeveral informations which I have received concerning him, there 


are grounds to believe that he was going to join AMYRTEUS in the 


fens, and was Proj jecting great deſigns of bringing the Lybians a 


ſecond time into Egypt. He found means to deſtroy what papers 
he had about him, before he was ſecured ; but very large ſums of 
money were ſeized in his baggage, which were diſtributed amongſt 
thoſe who were  inflrumental | in apprehending him. 8 


Soon after he was taken, he wrote a letter to the king, offering, if 
his life might be ſpared, to make an exact and ſincere diſcovery of 
„ e | „ 476 cots 3 


VLide Letter xcv. . 
all 
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all e practices i in Which he had Been engaged, and of the perſons ! | 
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with whom he had correſponded; accompanied with ſtrong ex- — 


preſſions of remorſe for his paſt conduct, and aſſurances of an in- 
Violable fidelity for the future. The king was pleaſed to refer the 


whole affair to his council of ſeven, and to be eg himſelf when a 


it was debated ; a8 indeed it was 18 fully. 


We Sonde that oxrxr HRES had TOS manifeRly concerned | 


in two deſigns of a very high and dangerous nature. The guilt of 
the firſt, indeed, conſiſted chiefly ; in holding licentious and ſeditious 
diſcourſes ; but in caſe any ſiniſter event had happened to the em- 


pire, or the king, there i is no queſtion but a RAI hae eee had | 


broken out, WE en =” SS 


The ſecond was nothing leſs than promoting the eben of AR . 


AZ v 8, and che junction of the Scythian forces with his. 


There were likewiſe firong reaſons to lupe, t that Th views, at 


the time of his being ſeized, were full as pernicious and diſloyal as 


ever. And it was very remarkable, that, during this long courſe of 
treaſonable practices, he had never once made application for par- : 


don, or ſhewed the leaſt deſire of returning to his duty, till the mo- 
ment that his wy was in the of og . a juſtly exaſperated monarch. 


F 


As to the diſcoveries, wks he ws in a capacity of 3 it 


was our opinion, that we knew enough of his intrigues already for 
any advantage that could redound to the king and his government, 


by the prevention or defeat of them ; and the being acquainted with 


the minuter circumſtances, and the names of more perſons who 
had engaged in ſuch criminal defigns, might tend to open a ſcene 


which the tranquillity of the empire would require, and the humane 
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diſpoſition of ART AXERXES would rather chooſe not to be diſcloſe d. 


For theſe reaſons we concluded, almoſt unanimouſly, that he was no 
fit object of the royal favour; and accordingly orders for putting him 
to death were ſent to PHARNACES with ſuch diſpatoh and ſecrecy, 
that the advice of his being executed reached this place almoſt be- 
fore his condemnation was known, and at once put an end to all 
thoſe cabals and interceſſions which were forming by his relations 


(who are of the firſt i in the Arcen of EOS), to lave him. 


I have it in charge to comments to thee the reſult of a, council. 


held this night in ARTAXERXES's apartments, Tt was reſolved una- 


nimouſly, that, conſidering the events of war that may oblige the 
king to take part very ſoon in the Grecian quarrels, orders ſhould be 
ſent to the governors of Aſia Minor to keep in readineſs againſt next 
year a body of ſixty thouſand men, to march at the firſt warning; 
and likewiſe to the præfects of Phœnicia and Cyprus, to fit out a 


fleet of eighty galleys, with a proportionable number of ſeamen. We 
doubt not but the news of thoſe preparations will ſtrike the Greeks 


with aſtoniſhment ; but they are ſolely intended to put our empire 
in a condition of taking ſuch a part in the affairs of its en 
as may be ſuitable to its wealth and greatneſs Faxowel... 
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Hees. put into ay made ue other * a very extraordi- LETTE R 


nary and remarkable piece of hiſtory, that the prieſts of Mem- 


phis had given him among the memoirs which they had ſelected for 


his uſe” out of their archives. The cha rater of HAZ 1A affords an 


vhich even che Athenian ladies might 


example of many excellencies; 


* 


Te STORY. of. Haz LA. 


e willing t to 1 — his ſubjects how far ks had ede 


his conqueſts, brought with him into Egypt numerous families of the 
Eaſt, inſtructed in the righteous doctrines of KETOHAR. Amongſt 


theſe Was the houſe of Bxs Aci u, beloved for his juſtice and ſtrict 


PFs, and in the eſteem of men moſt worthy the protection of 
Heaven. 7 But he was not exempt from the common calamity; ; he 
was led away captive with his family, which he had the mortifica- 


tion, before he reached Memphis, to ſee reduced to his daughter, 5 


Hazia, who was too young to be affected with her misfortunes, 
and himſelf, whoſe wiſdom and experience taught him to ſubmit to 
them. His two ſons, who were in the vigour g of youth, and had 
been trained up to virtue and courage, had not yet learned how to 


ſuffer; and partly through impatience of the reſtraints they were 


under in their journey, and grief at the proſpect of llavery, fell into 


violent diſorders, which might have admitted a remedy, but they 
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refuſed to accept it ; alleging in excuſe for hetnſelves; that hip | 
did not make a cowardly revolt from the ſtation: in which Providence 


had placed them, but retired at its call to the ſeats of bliſs, from 


a life altogether diſhonourable to themſelves, and unprofitable to the 
world. BEs8ACH, upon his arrival at Memphis, found that his re- 
putation amongſt his countrymen had ſtood him in ſome ſtead ; as he 


was placed above the ordinary rank of flaves, and employed about 
the king's houſehold. The death of his' ſons, however, hung heavy 


upon his mind; and the conſolation he found in his ſurviving 
daughter, was much allayed by paternal anxiety for her welfare. 
He thought honourably of his family, and wiſhed her an education 


ſuitable to it; but he deſpaired of that, at a time when he with much 


difficulty procured her the neceſſaries of life. He reſolved, how- 
ever, not to be wanting in that material part which himſelf could 
ſupply ; he early implanted in her boſom ſuch maxims as would be 
moſt ſerviceable when ſhe came to conſider her condition; the ſeeds 
of humility, courage, and chaſtity. The forming of her mind was 


his peculiar care; nor did he neglect inſtructing her how to expreſs 


it with propriety and grace. He did not pretend to contribute the 


ornamental parts of a female addreſs ; ; nor was he ſolicitous whether 


ſhe attained them or not, ſince without them ſhe was leſs expoſed to 
obſervation. Nevertheleſs, the growing virtues he had ſtored her 


boſom with, inſenſibly affected her whole carriage, and gave a poliſh, 
beyond the power of art, to her perſon ; for a graceful mien is the 


natural reſult of a cultivated mind ; and where that i is wanting, the 


refinements of a court are only ſpecious, and want their proper 
foundation; they are artfully put on to repreſent ſuch qualities of 


the mind as are not to be found in it. HAZ 1A had a look of great 
modeſty, which is ſo amiable in the ſex, and no wonder, ſince ſhe 
had been trained up to that virtue. She had an engaging ſimplicity 


in her countenance, for ſhe had been taught no artifice, Her con- 


verſation 
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don was pleaſing, becauſe it flowed from humanity: nd reaſon; 
Her geſture and aſpect were eaſy and becoming, becauſe nature had w. 
not been wanting to her, and ſhe had been careful not to deviate | 

from it. Had ſhe been introduced into an aſſembly of the higheſt 
Egyptian ladies, her behaviour would have given no offence; and 
had the aſſembly been formed of ladies from different courts, though 
ſhe. would have differed ſomething from all, it is, probable her car- 
riage, which was moſtly the reſult of nature and n, would have 

bid faireſt for their common imitation. _ 


The h foreſight of | 8 5 father, and her own retired life, 
Had not concealed her from the notice of Mix ETH, a young gal- 
lant at court, who waited an opportunity of doing a ſervice to HA- 
RAN, the miniſter, that he might have ſome pretence of begging ſo 
ſmall a boon as one of the ſlaves of SEsOSTRISs. Bs Ach, know- 
ing the defenceleſs ſituation of his beauteous ward, was continually 
on the watch, and not a little troubled to find, that young MEN ETI 
divided all his time betwixt thoſe walks which HAZ IA frequented, 
and an aſſiduous attendance upon HARAN. His: fears were too 
great not to affe& the compoſure of his mind. HA z IA perceived a 
ſurprizing change, without ſuſpecting any additional ground for it; 
and would frequently retort his own precepts upon him. Father, 
4 (ſhe would fay,) you have taught me that misfortunes are the beſt 
« ſchool; that to repine is to upbraid Heaven; that the neceſſaries 
of life are few, and every thing elſe may be ſupplied by cheerful- 
“ neſs and content. How is it that you retract your doctrines, and 
make me ſuſpect their reality? Will you ſhew me fo ill an ex- 
ample, as to yield to your ſufferings; and deprive me not only of 
your life, (to which your cares will ſoon put an end,) but even 
of the pattern and principles, which I have only to rely upon, if 
6 Providence ſhould make me an orphan as well-as a ſlave?” B- 
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L i R gACH was affected beyond pris with ſuch perten dif 
ſembled his concern as well as he could; and vrhenever he perceived | 
his gloomy thoughts were likely to get the better of him, he always 
retired from her company. He ſeldom could compoſe himſelf to 
reſt till it was late; and frequently ſpent the time of ſleep in uneaſy 


reflections and broken ſoliloquies, wandering about the porticos and 
private walks of the palace, and at his return pretended he had been 
employed in ſome ſervice by the officers of the court. His melan- 
choly apprehenſions had taken poſſeſſion of him one evening, when 
he ſat down under a low dark arch, (which led to the apartments 
of the ſlaves,) ruminating on the miſeries of his country, particu- 
larly of his own family, and the diſhonour which ſeemed pointed at 
his daughter ; - when unexpectedly he ſaw a man glide acroſs. the 
court, and make directly towards the king's apartment. At firſt he 
thought it was only a creature of his own melancholy: imagination] 
becauſe he knew every body within the bounds of the court was at 
reſt at that hour, except the guards, who durſt not, without ſome - 
good reaſon, move from their poſts. He indulged his curioſity ſo 
far, however, as to ſtep gently after him, and ſoon found he was | 
not deceived ; he was near enough to perceive the man lay a poniard 
down at his feet, and with great facility looſen the bars of a window, 
with an inſtrument he had brought with him for that purpoſe. BE- 
SACH apprehended nothing leſs than a deſperate aſſaſſination of the 
king: whereupon he drew toward him with the utmoſt caution, and, 
under favour of the ſhade, and the man's eager attention to his de- 
ſign, he got near enough to ſnatch up the poniard, and preſenting it 
to his breaſt, © Villain, (ſaid he,) I will not ſuffer a great prince to 
« fall by the hands of an aſſaſſin.” The man fell trembling at his 
feet, and was going to beg for mercy, when the guards, who heard 
the outcry « of BESACH, flew towards them in an inſtant. BEs Ah 
delivered him into their hands, and returned home to his daugbter, 
fully 
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fully 8 of his melancholy by this W accident; and with 4 


e and intends to aſk HARAN to oblige him with ſo ſmall a favour 
« as one of the king's ſlaves. She was going to declare how much 


more eligible death was, than ſuch a ſtain, to her virtuous family, | 
when her father aſſured her, that by to-morrow ſhe would not be 


in the diſpoſal of HARAN himſelf, if SESOSTRIS was not the moſt 
ungrateful of all princes. Upon which he acquainted | her with the 


happy turn that his affairs were likely to take, — > oa them Soth 


a moſt . e of * event. 


The next day. upon n it e alot the aan had | ; 
been hired to this deſperate undertaking by the remains of that party 


who oppoſed SE8OSTRIS at his return into Egypt, and had ſet the 
crown upon his brother's head. So he expired i in torments, agree- 


ably to the laws of Egypt; and when his body was brought to the 
banks of the Nile to be tranſported for burial, the inquiſitors into 
his life judged him unworthy of a place of reſt, and left his corps to 
be toſſed by the waves, and expoſed to devouring fiſhes. - SES 08- 
TRIS was acquainted with BesAcn's fidelity, and ordered HA RAN 
to reward him, as one who had ſaved the life of his prince. He and 


his family were immediately declared free, and a ſmall employment 
of ſome credit in the houſehold was conferred on him. BESACH 
was well pleaſed with the ſecurity which freedom brought along with 
it; and his moderation was ſatisfied with an acceſs of fortune which 


raiſed him conſiderably above want, though not to that condition 
to which his ſervices might reaſonably lay claim: for HARAN did not 


think proper to reward an action very liberally, the merit of which 
SY 1 . he 
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the greateſt cheerfulneſs, HAZ IA, (ſays he,) 1. hope you are now = ag 4 = 


« out of the reach of a danger which I durſt not fo. much as ac- 
« quaint you with yeſterday. That courtier whom you obſerved in 
* your walk, and about our lodging, thinks you not without beauty, 
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he intended chiefly to transfer upon Hanis, 'He ty d | 
his own ' vigilance and activity; he aſſured the king he had dif- 
covered the whole conſpiracy ; and he put many of the nobles 8 
death, upon flight ſuſpicions, or private reſentment. He pretended 3 
have ſecured the throne to 8ESOSTRISA, by cutting off all SORE 
of a future revolt, and conducted the whole with ſuch a zeal for 
his ſervice, at a time when there was ſome appearance of danger, 1 
that the king thought he could not ſufficiently recompence | him. 


He made open profeſſions of his high eſteem for him, and ſaid, 
the enemies of HARAN were rebels to his crown ; and his ſub- 
jects could not better ſhow their loyalty, 'than by reverencing the 
« man to whom he was indebted for his kingdom.” 


Such decla- 
rations ſtruck the court with terror, who knew the warmth of the 


king's temper, and increaſed the natural haughtineſs of HARAN: 


he thought himſelf little leſs than divine, and the ſubjects of Sxsos- „* 


TRIS approached him with as much awe, as a guilty mortal does the 
altar of the Gop whom he fears to have offended. | = 


 BESACH al not but obſerve t6 whit an beight HARAN had 
raiſed himſelf, upon the reputation of a ſervice in which himſelf had 
the greateſt ſhare ; but he ſhewed' not the leaſt diſguſt ; he paid 


a reverence to his ſuperior ſtation without flattery, which he could 


not practiſe, though he had been a flave. 
riage was not ſo full of obeiſance as HARAN expected, he ſeldom 
He wanted not to enlarge his fortune; and 
he thought himſelf ſecure in the good will of the king. But it was 
not long before he had reaſon to know, that having merit toward 
a prince is not a ſufficient guard againſt thoſe who have free acceſs 
 HARAN was eaſily induced to believe that he had not 
BxsAch's affections, becauſe he knew he did not deſerve them; and 
Vas confirmed in this opinion by the negle& which he thought he 
5 faw 


came into his preſence. 


to him. 


However, as this car- 
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fow in his bebe N He had therefore been. me time FT WP LETTER: 
upon his ruin. How to effect this was ſome difficulty : diſloyalty YO 
was an handle he wiſhed' for ; but all ſuſpicions of that kind would 
appear groundleſs, when charged upon BRESAC H. He laid out ſe- 
a veral contrivances in his mind to that purpoſe, and opened himſelf | 
one day on that ſubje& to Mx NET RH, whoſe inclination for Bzsacn's 
daughter was now no ſecret to him. MENETH immediately ſuggeſted 
a method to him, which gained his approbation at once; for though 
it was exceedingly cruel, it was well diſguiſed. © Thoſe people (faid 
e he) whom the king brought from the Eaſt, have, ſome of them, 
© gained their liberty, and though they enjoy the privileges of Egyp- | 
e tians, they repine at the ſervitude of the reſt : they are altogether 
e diſaffected, and wait for ſome change to their advantage. They are 
continually inſtilling difficulties into the people concerning religion, 
“ in which they differ widely from the natives, They deſire no- 
« thing more than the extirpation of our ancient rites, and the ve- 
„ nerable worſhip of our anceſtors. If you would acquaint the 
« king of the danger to be apprehended from ſuch a party, he would 
“ give up the lives of ſo many for the peace of his kingdoms ; 
and your enemy would fall amongſt the reſt, without being ſup- 
© poſed to be particularly aimed at.” The bloodineſs of this pro- 
ject was no obſtacle to HaRran's thirſt of revenge; he applauds - 
it highly, and goes immediately to the king. O Sz808TR18, 
e (ſays he,) the gods have given you an empire without: bounds ; 
may the days of your life be without number! Tour throne is 
„ now ſecured againſt its moſt dangerous enemies; the leaders in 
« the late faction are entirely taken off; and I much wondered at 
the folly of their attempt, and could not eaſily conceive What 
numbers they would raiſe to ſeize on your throne, or attempt any 
thing great, ſince their depriving you of life (which was their 
„ N WET SG | « firſt 


# «© 


N n | | R 
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N Gs ETTER „ firſt aim) would only have conlol your ſubjects to vengeance, 
5 2 * inſtead of ſtrengthening their party. But I have ſince diſcovered, 

h ee that their chief confidence was in the diſcontent of thoſe ſlaves | 

| | cc whom you have brought from the Eaſt. They are very nume- 

| rous; and though at preſent low, and by no means dangerous, yet 

F may not be ſo eaſily dealt with, if an experienced leader were at 

i their head. The ſecurity of the crown is my ſole intereſt, and 
hy © the ſpring of my ambition. I am alarmed at the diſtant approaches 

9 of danger, and would even have the poſſibility of it anticipated.” 

| The king's anſwer was ſhort and determinate, that he confided in 
10 him for the ſuppreſſion of thoſe rebels. N ee eee 
0 | | This was ſufficient authority for HARAN; he formed a decree 
0 Augder the royal name, with accuſations highly aggravated againſt that 

i miſerable people, who were to be put to death wherever they were 
| found through the kingdom; and the magiſtrates were ſtrictly | 
N | charged with the execution. He immediately communicated this to 
th his confident; “ And now, MgNzTH, (ſays he, ) ſucceſs depends 
T * ſolely on ourſelves; and the firſt ſtep toward it is to ſecure BE- 


„gs Ac in ſome ſafe place, leſt he apply to the king, or by any means 
eſcape the general maſſacre.” MENETH was glad to remove ſuch 
an obſtacle to his vicious inclinations, and undertook the perform- 
ance of that part. © I know (ſays he) his conſtant walk is north- 
ward of the city: he ſhall be ſeized this very evening by faithful 
„ hands, and conveyed down the river to that old caſtle which 
&« ſtands where the Nile divides itſelf.” The propoſal was well re- 
ceived, and he went immediately to command the execution of it. 

-MENETH was in much anxiety for the event, till towards midnight, 
when one of the villains whom he had employed returned to inform 
— that t every thing was conducted with dee and that BESACH 
Was 
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| was under a guard in the caſtle. He no ſooner heard this, than he —— 
went to BzsAch's houſe, and; almoſt forcing an admiſſion to his — 
daughter; Ne HAZ IA, (ſaid he with a dejected air,) it is neceſſity, 
« and your extreme danger only, that could make me break in upon 
6 your retirement at ſo. late an hour. You, muſt have heard that the 
court entertains ſome jealouſy of your nation; and at the hazard . 
5 0 of my life I will venture to inform you, chat it will not be ap- 
4 peaſed without ſhedding of blood. BEACH, your father, is ap- 
e prehenſive of it, and is fled, flattering himſelf that your weak ſex 
&* would: be your protection; but I myſelf faw the decree, which 
00 enjoins a general laughter without any, exemption, The hazard 
I run in this diſcovery ought to merit your confidence, which, if 
« y ou ou pleaſe to repoſe in me, it may be your preſervation, I can 
6 bags vou near the king 8 apartment till the execution be over, 
* with the greateſt privacy and ſecurity. to your life and honour ; 
and will afterward procure your pardon, or the means of eſcape.” 
Ha ZIA trembled. at this, account; ſhe knew not what part to ſuſ- 
pect; and her father's not returning ſeemed to be a confirmation of 
it. She wept, bitterly at the apprehenſion of ſuch a ſlaughter of in- 
nocent people, to whom the was allied.; beſides the uncertainty of 
her own and her father's ſafety. She had no inclination ta put her- 
ſelf into the hands of MgnsTH ; but there was little room for deli- | — 
beration, when ſhe had no other protection at hand: ſhe accepted, | = 
therefore, the offer of being lodged near the royal apartment, which 
ſeemed to preſage nothing diſhonourable. She was not diſappointed 
to find that he made her frequent viſits there, and teized her with a 
paſſion to which ſhe was little diſpoſed to attend. However, ſhe 
bore it with indifference at firſt, becauſe ſhe knew the palace was her 
PE] ; and the : glards, Poſted at convenient diſtance, might 
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eaſily be alarmed. But when MENRT A magnified her obligations ; 
to him, and talked to her as one indebted to him for her life, ſhe 
could not bear to be upbraided with a favour for which ſhe could | 
make no return. Her condition grew exceedingly irkſome; and, | 
at the peril of her life, ſhe reſolved upon an expedient to alter it. 
There was a ſpacious gallery adjoining, adorned with the ſtatues and 
effigies of ancient kings and lawgivers, and furniſhed with ineſtimable 


volumes of prieſts and poets, the improvers of human ſociety. Here 


SESOSTRIS ſpent ſeveral hours every day, ruminating upon the 


duties of a prince and the arts of government; and while he was 


thus engaged, HAZIA had the boldneſs to break in upon his retire- 


cc 


% favour.” 


ment, and throwing herſelf proftrate, in the utmoſt confuſion, and 


with ſome extravagance of geſture, © O king, (aid ſhe,) famed for 


cc 


your greatneſs of ſoul more than conqueſt, do not ſtain your glory 
by deſtroying the life of a helpleſs virgin! I am the daughter of 
BESs Ach, who aſk mercy of SE80sTRIs. Do not ſhed the blood 
of him whoſe fidelity preſerved you from the hand of a vile 


* 


* 


& 
cc 


„ Lady, your mind is diſordered; your own melancholy creates 


« your diſtreſs. BE8ACH and his family are ever entitled to my 


* 


king, took the advantage of his opinion, that HAZ 1A was diſtracted, 
and told him, ſhe was put under proper care till her father's re- 
turn, who was ſaid to be abroad. The king was tolerably well pa- 
cified with this account. A report that SESOSTRIS had made in- 
quiry after BESACH, had now reached the ear of thoſe who had 
him in cuſtody; which ſo terrified them, that they fled with 
great Ferien, and left him to his own dilpola 3 which he no 


ſooner | 


aſſaſſin The king was diſturbed at her appearance, and ſaid, 


He immediately withdrew, and ordered that BEACH 
ſhould give an account of this interruption. HARAN was greatly 
alarmed at the news of this incident, and going inſtantly to the 
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- ſooner bleed than he ſeized the opportunity, and returned to n * 


Memphis, where all occurrences during his ſhort abſence foon came 
to his knowledge. He repaired immediately to the king, and aſ- 
ſured him, that the interruption of his ſacred retirement from his 
daughter, was the effect of her well- grounded fears; that ſhe had Ge „ 
reaſon. to apprehend the worſt of ills from the undeſerved malice of N = 
his enemies ; that himſelf had juſt been releaſed from priſon, where 
he had ſuffered great hardſhips, and expected death, without 
knowing for what crime, or by whoſe order. Nor do I ex- 
„ pet to prolong life by this eſcape, - (added he;) your royal 
« decree, which pronounces all your eaſtern captives rebels, and 
« deſtines them to deſtruction, includes me in that number; and 
« T willingly ſubmit to ſuffer with my countrymen, or rather 
« would ſuffer for them, ſince I have too much reaſon to be- 
© lieve myſelf particularly aimed at, a and the ſole caule of their 
„ 


— 


* 


* 


0 


_ 


Sxt$s08TRIS till now was ignorant of BESACH's relation to that 
people. Upon this information, his face glowed like fire ; his in- 
dignation ſhewed itſelf in all his geſtures ; his eyes ſhot forth beams 
like thoſe malignant ſtars that threaten the world with deſolation. 

He perceived, that he had been abuſed by his favourite; he ſaw 
plainly the malice of HARAN; and his abhorrence of him was raiſed 
in proportion to the abuſe of his confidence. He ordered him to 

ſpend the remainder of his life in that miſerable ſtate from which 
BESACH had eſcaped. He ſoon found how indifferently his pre- 
ſerver BESACH had been recompenſed for his ſervice; and to make 
him ſatisfaction, aſſured him, that the higheſt honours and wealth of 
Memphis were open to him. But BESACH's moderation would not 
be prevailed upon to 9 accept of any ching, but 4 a ſmall territory near 
Thebes 
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d live ſeparate from the natives of Egypt in the worſhip 
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d with the beauty and virtues of HAZ IA, that he raiſed her 


tivate 
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The hiſtorians add, that SESOSTRIS was 


cape 


of the true God. 
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ATHENIAN LETTERS 


LETTER One, 


Crxaxbrr to HyDASPES. 92 2 Delphi. 


3 


1 0 ONTINU ED at Thebes till a letter 108 the chief ſcribe gave me L ET TER R 
full information of the cauſe, as well as defeat, of my enemies de- — 
ſigns. The teſtimony of my royal maſter in my favour, and the 


fortunate effects of that generous protection which INTAPHERNES 


and thyſelf afforded to an old dependant in the time of his 8 
have reſtored me to my former ſpirits and tranquillity. = 


I ſet out immediately on my Delphick expedition, accompanied 
by PROCLES an Athenian, and AxchrAs a Theban, an old man of 
remarkable piety and ſimplicity of manners. The former is, like 


myſelf, induced to take this journey merely through motives of 


pleaſure and curioſity. His agreeable turn of converſation, and 


equal vein of good humour, render him the beſt travelling com- 


panion I ever met with. The latter goes to conſult the oracle on 
domeſtick concerns; and by his acquaintance in thoſe parts of 
| Greece, ſecured to us a favourable reception at the houſes of our 
hoſts on the road. After eroſſing the river Cephiſſus, we entered 
Phocis; and, as we approached Delphi, paſſed the celebrated valley 


where LAlus was killed by his ſon Epirus. It lies on a deſcent, 


and is ſo narrow as ſcarcely to afford room for a ſingle man or horſe. 
The ſepulchre of the Theban king, and a domeſtick who was mur- 
dered with him, are erected in a ruſtick manner with piles of ſtones 
on one ſide of the road. The city of Delphi ſtands on the ſouthern 

declivity of Mount Parnaſſus, which, by an old tradition, is ſaid to 
be ſituated i in the middle of the earth. It is ſurrounded with Pre- 


b 
£ 
| 
9 
110 
. 
"al 
1 
{418 
11153. 
1414 
Er- 
3 i} N 
1» { 
1 


ny 
M! 
7 


x 8 = — pu 8 
* — — — - — / ” >< — 
IO — 2 = - — — — - 
— Ie Re . — - Y — Ä—Ä— — Ee nr B24 — = 2 - 
ä — = . — — — 0 a . . 
Stacy Wes "ag h u DG enact — — 
* 
* + 


— -  b hn 


* 

0 

| 
64 


LETTER 
CXIV. 


— wann, 6 . 
q F Ys 54 5 * hy ” l LI voy 8 — 1 My T's 
4%. , 7 r G N " 
A * * o 7 3 N n 
* - 


| ATHENIAN- LETTERS. 


\ 


cipices, which form at a diſtance a perſpective rough and wild, but | 
romantick and agreeable ; ſo that the place, not content with the 
ſanctity and reverential awe inſpired by the ſhrine of its god, has 


all the advantages of natural ſtrength to defend it from ſacrilegious 


violence. Our firſt viſit was to THEAGENES, a prieſt of the temple, 3 
to whom PROCLEs and myſelf were introduced by AncHlAS. His 


houſe will be our lodging whilſt we ſtay here ; and, without any diſ- 


reſpect to the curioſities of the place, his converſation is my chief 
entertainment. He has the care of the facred records, which he has 
brought from a ſtate of confuſion into excellent order. His learn- 
ing is extenſive, but ſolid; rendered uſeful by the readineſs with 
which he communicates it, and amiable by the ſingular candour and 
modeſty which accompany it. He ſpeaks of his religion in ſuch a 
manner as to ſupport the dignity of his profeſſion, yet without of- 
fending thoſe who claim a right to think and talk of it more freely. 
In the morning one of the Periegetai, whoſe profeſſion is to ſhew 
the antiquities .of the place, made us an offer of his ſervice, which 


they do to all ſtrangers immediately after their arrival. We began 


with taking a general ſurvey of the city, which is divided into three 
parts; the upper town, the middle one, where the temple ſtands, 
and the lower town. The city in general is but indifferently built; 


the ſtreets are narrow and irregular, many of them winding round 


the craggy paths of the mountain. If being employed in facred 


offices contributes towards rendering a people virtuous, thoſe of 


Delphi are eminently ſo, ſince the ſervice of the temple finds buſineſs 


for the greateſt part of the inhabitants; and no ſmall profits ariſe to 


them from the vaſt concourſe of ſtrangers, who come from all parts 

to conſult the oracle. Our guide afterwards led us to a theatre, and 

the portico called Leſche, where are three pictures of PoLY6NoTvus, | 

dedicated to APOLLO by the Cnidians, The ſubject of one is the 

taking of Troy; of another, the embarkation of the Greeks for 
” their 
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heir return; of che third, the defiant of ULyvs88s into hell, as de- LET "ER | 
ſcribed in the Odyſſey of HoMER. The ſecond of theſe picture ꝗ 
alone contains above one- hundred figures, whoſe names are marked 
3 at the feet of each; which uſeful invention greatly aſſiſts the ſpec- 
tators to underſtand the deſign of the painter. We ſtaid ſo long to 
admire the variety of countenances, habits, and attitudes, expreſſed 
with that truth of deſign and force of colouring peculiar to the 
works of PoLYGNOTvUs, that the evening inſenſibly wore upon us. 
We returned to THEAGENES to rappers and deferred our viſit to the | 
Ear ull next _ + VENEERS VÞl 15 e e eee 


This e e 60 Was bulk in che « eee Olympiad; 
(after the firſt temple had been burnt,) at the common charge of all 
Greece, under the direction of Sp1NTHARUS of Corinth, who en- 
gaged to finiſh it for three hundred talents. Such was the veneration 
paid to the deity its protector, that foreign ſtates, as well as private 
| perſons, contributed towards carrying on the work; particularly 
 AmasIs king of Ægypt, and the Alcmeonidz, a noble Athenian 
family, who were baniſhed their native country by PIs 1s TRATUs, N 
and came to ſettle at Delphi. The front is of Parian marble; the 1 Eo: 
reſt of the edifice is built with a hard white ſtone called Porus. The 
pediment of the principal front 1s ornamented with ſculptures, repre- 
ſenting Latona, Apollo, Diana, and the nine Muſes. In the pedi- 
ment of the weſtern front, are Bacchus and the Menades: Theſe 
ſculptures were begun by PRAXIAS an Athenian, and after his death 
finiſhed by another Athenian named ANDROSTHENES. As we en- 
| tered the porch, we took notice of the ſentences of the ſeven Gre- 
cian wiſe men, © Know thyſelf, &c.” left there by each of thoſe 
philoſophers, in their hand-writing, when they viſited the temple.” 
In the ſame place is a brazen ſtatue of HouER; in the pedeftal is 
inſcribed an oracle, bidding him beware of an ænigma, which, ac- 
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cording to an old, but perhaps fabulous, tradition, was the oecaſion 
of his death, through vexation that he could not interpret it. The 


columns within are hung round with the arms and enſigns taken at 


Salamis and Platæa. It was, thou mayeſt i imagine, my noble friend, 


the moſt diſagreeable circumſtance in taking a ſurvey of the temple, | 


to ſee ſo many eternal monuments of the Grecian victories over us 
conſecrated ſolemnly to the deity of the place, and deſcending to 


poſterity, as indelible marks of their triumphs and our diſgrace. * EY 
beheld with concern the ſtatues: of MIL TI AD ES, and the ancient 1 
heroes of Attica, CEcROPs and PAN DION, carved by PHI DIAS out 


of the booty taken at Marathon. When I went on further, and 


our guide, in pompous language, pointed to the palm- tree of bronze, 
and the gilt MIN ERVA, ſent hither after CIM Ox 's ſucceſſes, it was 


with difficulty that I repreſſed my ſighs, and checked my juſt warmth. 


But I ſaw with ſecret pleaſure the trophies ſet up by the ſtates of 
Greece for their conqueſts over each other, which in ſome degree 
obliterate the memory of theſe loſſes, or at leaſt render them more 


ſupportable. There is a chapel juſt finiſhed out of the riches gained 
by the Athenians in the preſent war. Beaks of ſhips, brazen buck- 


lers, and arms ſtained with blood, are hung round the ſides; and an 


inſcription on a marble tablet commemorates the battle of Naupac- 
tus *, and the praiſes of PHoRm1o, the Athenian admiral, with a 


recital of the names of the vanquiſhed cities, Corinth, Sparta, and 


Megara. 


* 


The temple is in all parts bil wich innumerable preſents : : 


of commonwealths, princes, and private perſons, which I ſhould 
tire thee to deſcribe particularly. Deluded men! as if even the 
protection of their own gods, ſuppoſing them real, could be ob- 


tained by the ambitious, the deceitful, or the covetous, for a filver 
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the Delphick god; they ſhewed a golden lion, ſeveral ſacrificing 
utenſils finely emboſſed, and bracelets: ſet with FRO amounting 
as they told us, to the value of two hundred and ſifty-four ta- 
lents, which he ſent hither at different times. There can be no 


ſtronger example than his of the fatal effects of miſguided piety. 
The prieſts, not contented with amuſing that unfortunate prince by 
dark and myſterious anſwers, hurried him on, by one fatally ambi- 


guous, to the imprudent ſtep of paſſing the river Halys to attack 
our great Cyrus, which coſt him his kingdom. It was with good 


reaſons, that after his captivity he ſent to reproach the god with 


having ungratefully deceived a monarch who was his greateſt bene- 


factor. Thou wilt not wonder that the riches of the place have 
often expoſed it to hoſtile fury. Not to enlarge upon the attempts 


of DANAus and PrRRHUS in old times, ſuffice it to ſay, that the 


| temple was pillaged by the Criſſeans in the forty- fourth Olympiad; 


and that the unſucceſsful attack made by a detachment of XerxEs's 


ſages 


© By the particular favour of Pune GENE 8, we were and; to 
take a ſhort view of the ſanctuary. The chaſm in the earth, from 
which APOLLO reveals his prophetick dictates, is always. covered 
with a tripod, a kind of hollow table with three feet, on which the 
Pythia is placed in a poſture the moſt convenient to receive the in- 


ſpiring vapour. A curtain made of a ſkin, which they call the 
hide of the monſter Nen, conceals the holy virgin from prophane | 


eyes. 
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vaſe, or an b e robe; or as if the: pious, the humane, and L 
the juſt, ſtood in need of ſuch corrupt recommendations. CROESUS, Gommymeaneh | 
king of Lydia, was, during his reign, the moſt any adorer.of 


army was attended walk too remarkable circumſtances to 998 — | 


1 _—_— 


»+ 
* 
* - 
* ; 
„ 


PTTER 
CxIV. 


2 / "34 
A \ (oo ul 
of * L 

3 Ws 7 F 


. A . _ o = — — m \ — — — ogra — - 
= — = 1 " T : = = b 
, 1 « \ — — — —ê — Wee 9 SITE IIS — - — — SD — Jo — 
— > O _—— — — po — 3 in - — — 2 "x — — — 2 — £m. Os ths ” — — — > 
. - — * * . — — — —— * od — TT — 2 ie \ Q — 
tn. - - = — 4 SA: TA — — — tte — —— — — " G yo 2 = — — 
n - * "wm . — * 9 — 8 - re — — — 8 h 
1 — As - - — — — — _ — - - 8 —— — — — — — — — — 
— — — —— mw 4 + 2 1 — — — — — — — — — — I — — — — Poo — - — — pal * — —— 
— — — — — — — hey due: 5 r T — 4 _ — — — — — oo 
5 - . 4 5 N.. 22 * — 2 - — | Cree RS — — —̃ — _ — — — coo 2 nk — - Boer — — — - — ——— 
— — — [IE — 4k ae I : — = — Ws . 2 as =m_ — — — — — — 
— — — — 4 Py —— RES > 12 : - 4 — 
— > —. og eee egy meter * — — — — —— 
” — _ — — oy, 


— — on — - — * 
= — ——— — — * — 
— > — — 2 — — —— bo — — 
— — —_ — — > ——ů— 2 jr * te 2 2 — — — — — ” 2 
—— 2 22 — i — — — Deeds — be —— 
— * - — — * — — — 1 - — 


— = 
— on 


— 


— — — 
X 2 — — — 


— —— — gr A 
4 — 
— R —— — —— 5 
— bn a > — — 
— — 
— — — . OR — - — 
oh — — - —— 
9 —— — 2 — Py 


4 = 1 . 
1. a 
$144, e $* n 
ä a 
19 73 1 ; 
| i | M, ** 
1 u, 24 
+ U 8 1 
rr 
Mien 
een 
43d; (TERA i 
een 
"ty q 90 
1 34 
{ 14 + i? 
I 14 \ 
+*H l $14 
17270 i 
\ {T8708 0 0 
4 1 n 
T4 F389 
wet!) i131 
HE y 
; P 
« N 
ft 1 : 
iti! 3. Fi 
: 11 . 
VET I 8 . 
\ N ' 
in 
1 7 
, Mi t. 
4 ry Vi 4 
11 50 
1 16 { * 
" b I 
j . 
0004S 
TIS | 
: j ; : 
3} o 
1 2 
[2 }; 11 4 
1 
1 
1 6 \ 
HIS 
1 14 
41 iy 6 
$1136 j 
ts 474 
11.8 [a 
{3s '4 * 
I © * 
17 3 
oF © 12 
att 
t {F 
« * 
Man! 
4 1 
1 
1 
8 
0.1%; 
$90.40 
Mi ” 8 
{HINT 
TAY 
17 14 
10 P 
27's, 
1451 
"RIO 
74 ; 
1 oy | 
"344 : 
47441] 
{ 
T7 18 4 
3: BJ 
1 1 
py 1 
ity - 
e 
. 95 
{18 
19 
N * 
1 
jo "oy 
©7118 
WAES : | 
ſj N — 
1405 *Þ 
$17 | 
MM; j 
FIT? : 
1 . 
HF 
Ne 
* 4 
M 
bd \ 
aww} 
wy * 
INE > v 
41434 
HRT 0 
1 N 
17 15! 
18 4 
. 1 \ 
1 ' 
4 1 | k 
13 3 320 34 
EET; 14 : 
1 
jt; xi! 
J. 1 E 
; $4846 I 
1 bf 
+4 3 17 
bo 3 1 
471 
eee 
THINS | 
it ö 
7 2524 
KM 0 
f Fi : 
4 
47 
1 
* 4. ; g 
3; | * 
ix; j _ 
26 1 
T3301 
4 ＋ 
1 
13 : 4 
1 4 8 
4 442 4 
. 
*1 
41. if 
ſ 3 
b 
1177 
4 
5 
If 
bot! 
"$288 
N. 
1 
+ 
U 
79 
IT 
ay | 
| a 
'Þ 
'T: 
mes |: 
LTH | 
|| 
1 
41/8! 
nn 
eie 
7 
1 x . 
111 
II 
t 4 4 
# 1848 
gl 
vt vs; 
1 
0 
1 
© 
11,485 
Wh» + 
11141: 
M Weir 
Ni 
I | :1.% 
1 . 
Key) 1; Mi 
8 22 N 
+ i 
ug 1 
1 , 
3s 14 0 
Thee 1 
Wl 
TT 4. 6 
I : 
1 1 
31818 Wh 
3 1 
T3 f * 
Mi. © 164.6 
HY RT 
47 14:23 
inn, 
N 1. 17 0 
2 
ITE 47H ' ' 
MTS EH ..-t 
*Þ : 
h 
135 . 
ai 
$114 144 1. 
We 110 Wh 
1 {ts bs 17 
11 1 
it 2: 1118 
Mh 
7 1 
N 11 
f: 1 4 
1791 i 'T 
45 1 oF 
' 17. 
ahh 
It $4454 
£3 1 
1 7 : 
bi ; 
> 244852 $334; 
"0305738 
A TR. 
: (+ : ; 
\ | Nie, 
* 1 
3 It! 


} 


LETTER F 


CXIV. 


| A THENIAN LETTERS. 


As we went out of the temple, we obſerved a venerable old man, 


bo looked. like one of the inferior prieſts, employed with parti- 
cular gravity in admoniſhing ſome birds to retire, who had perched 
themſelves upon the columns and ſtatues at the entrance. He told | 


them, that he ſhould be extremely concerned to be inſtrumental in \ 


the death of animals, whoſe various flights foretold to mankind 


the unerring will of the immortal gods. The birds ſeemed to taxe 


no notice of this pathetick harangue, and continued their chirp- 


ing; upon which the old prieſt, with great indignation, took 
up a bow and arrows that lay by him, and exerted his ſkill in 
archery ſo effectually, as ſoon to diſperſe theſe prophane moleſters of 
the temple. My friend PROCLES and myſelf, who with no ſmall 
difficulty had preſerved our gravity. at the ridiculous ſtories of our 
conductor, could not, upon this occaſion, help aſking him, with a 
ſmile, the office of this prieſt, who ſeemed to have ſo large a ſhare / 


in the dexterity of the far-ſhooting APOLLO, his patron. THEA- 


GENES, who. accompanied us, prevented him by ſaying, that 
though by his ſounding title xevooPvazF 78 Oe, guardian of the gold 
of the god, he might ſeem to be of high conſequence amongſt them, 
his employment was really no other than to waſh the pavement of 
the temple with water from the fountain Caſtalia ; to fill two marble 


urns, which ſtand at the entrance, from that ſpring; to place 


branches and crowns of freſh laurel in proper places; and to per- 
form thoſe ceremonies towards the birds, of which we had juſt 
been ſpeQators. e b 8 

Thou, my 5001 friend, who adhereſt to the law delivered by 
ZOROASTER, with a zeal and ſincerity becoming its primitive pro- 
feſſors, mayeſt ſmile at thefe extravagancies of the Greek ſuperſti- 


tions; but thou wilt have no reaſon to be ſurprized at them, when 


To | | — 3 . | thou 
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poſeſt ſtill engaged in the myſterious learning and ſtupen- | 


dous works of Egypt; or whom perhaps | thou flattereſt thyſelf to 


be preparing for a viſit to thee, in order to crown his obſervations 


with the, more humane ſtudies and finiſhed arts of Greece ; that the 
| contemplative, the we eee, has put an end to his cu- 
rious voyage, and is returned to Such was the will of the 


wiſe Ax Tus, whoſe commands our young friend has always been 


accuſtomed to obey, from a readineſs ariſing not only from a prin- 
ciple of duty, but from a conſtant experience of their being the 
kindeſt, as well as the moſt reaſonable. Accordingly he flew back 


to court with ſuch ſpeed, as if he had known that the moſt accom- | 
pliſhed princeſs there, and the greateſt. eee in the empire, 0 


waited his arrival, | 

The friendſhip: which has long fabled Hitwien the families 
of ARTEUS and SISAMNES, gave. OR8AMEs frequent opportu- 
nities of ſeeing the beauteous PARMxS before he went upon his 
travels. He ſaw and admired her; but intent on the purſuit ob 
ſcience, he formed no other than the diſtant hope of qualifying 
himſelf one day to deſerve her. S1SAMNEs, in the mean time, de- 
ſcended from a long line of Hyrcanian ſatraps, which, by the loſs 

_— N 


chou conſidereſt, 5 from the earlieſt ages the artful 450 delignisg I E TTAR 


have concurred to keep the credulous multitude” in che en of — 


131 
13} 


— ——— \ 
— 
bis Co 3 — 
7 —— 
———— 
—— — 
— 2 hs 09 


— — — — — — 
8 a g — — — — — g 
— = I * "% — — — 5 — —.— — — = — — 
— x 1 . —— "HEE — 2 £ go EXERT --_ - 2 — = = — 
—_— — — 8 — — 2 — — = — — — — —_ — SISSY \ ——_— 
— — ————— — - — —_ — — = — — — — — — — —— — Ro _ 
7 2 8 - — — 2 — 5 = — — — _ 
2 —_— — —2 22 — — — —.— n 8 . — - —— — — - — — SS — 2 — — LI 
— = — — — — = »- ae iff i or hm — — + ” al : 
— 8 ——— — — £ ä 22 ae — 1 OY a — — 2 
S - . Sa — — " > — w_ - my — bo - - — —— 
_ N. - — - — — ——— — —— — ns ere —— 
_ —— {- — oo ” , a —_— - — — 1— — — — — _ @ — * 1 1 
* 5 . o IJ 


——— = — — 
— — — — - : 
— — — * 
rr 
— 2 * — 
— 


n 
TEN 
4 


T ATHENIAN LETTERS. ; - 


— 


bx 3 of two noble ſons, he ſaw ready to end in himſelf, turned all his 
wviens upon his beloved PaRMxSs; and was looking round, among 
the great families of Perſia, for a youth to adopt into his own, and 
make happy in his daughter. Nor could he long be in ſuſpenſe ; "8, 
the heir of Ax rus ſoon fixed his choice. Educated under 2 
father whoſe virtues have placed him at the head of the ſupreme tri- 
bunal, and whoſe . eloquence! prevails. in the council of the great 
king, as thou telleſt us that of PERICLES did in the Athenian aſ- 
| ſembly, Orx8Aames ſteadily kept his eye, not on the dazzling ho- 
nours which are to deſcend to him, but on the glorious methods by 
which they were acquired; and while he attended only to the im- 
provement of his mind by the converſation of the wiſe, was not 
conſcious that he was obſerved and admired by the great. But as 
ſoon as ever this alliance was known, the publick had but one voĩce 
about it; and the univerſal approbation it meets with, is a teſtimony | 
to virtue and good ſenſe worthy of a leſs degenerate age. The 
mighty ARTAXERXES has indeed led the way, by breaking through 
that frugality in beſtowing honours, which, thou knoweſt, he ſo 
_ wiſely obſerves, and AO: the nite of 81s AMNES to his 
ſon.-in-law. | 2108 N 


It _ the day before the marriage, that, accompanied by the po- 
lite Mage TEASPES, (whom the good taſte of Oxs Ames had diſtin- 
guiſhed early among the ſages in the Bactrian ſchools,) I found him 

not at all elated at this near proſpect of greatneſs, but engaged, as 
uſual, in thoſe ſtudies which form the patriot and the ſtateſman. 
The archives of the empire lay open before him; he propoſed ſe- 
veral queſtions with that ingenuous vehemence which ſo well be- 
comes him ; nor would he ſuffer us to leave him, without one of 
thoſe friendly debates which I have often deſcribed to thee . 
the chief pleaſures of my Bactrian retirement. 


Let 
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Let us not imagine, my dear CLEANDER, that a young man, 
who comes into the world with ſuch diſpoſitions, comes into it too 
early. It might be a fatal experiment in moſt great families; but 
how few at his age have lived and thought like him? We ſhould 
rather eſteem it a peculiar felicity, that he is at once carried over 
that dangerous term of life, wherein ſuch numbers of our noble 
youth loſe all the fruits of their education, and receive a taint which 
affects their whole future conduct. It is ſurely very unaccountable, 
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that a courſe of luxury and riot ſhould be held a neceſſary prepa- ; 


ration to a life of virtue and honour ; and the inſtructions and com- 
pany of philoſophers be conſidered as an impediment to our know- 
ledge of the world. But OxsAMEVs will be a ſtriking inſtance of 
the abſurdity of theſe maxims. Nor need his learned friends ap- 
prehend that the man of letters will be loſt in the man of the world. 


Inſtead of abandoning the arts he loved, he will ſhew how much 
they adorn the higheſt ſtations ; nor will his increaſing acquaintance 


among the great drive from his heart the companions of his ſtudies, 


He will not be the leſs their friend, becauſe he 3 is in a ſituation to be 


their patron. 


May the power which watches over the fate of the empire inſpire 


our riſing generation with an emulation of theſe virtues! So ſhall 


the honour of the Perſian diſcipline be reſtored ; and we ſhall be 


able to oppoſe an equal band of heroes to thoſe ſhining genii 


among the Greeks, Who make thee tremble ſometimes for the throne 


of Aſia, e ' e 
W. 
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Cxarirrus to CLranDEs. - | From Spar 62 f Ta 


E W HEN. we were at Thebes together, my Ann u, gur conver- 
ſation turned very much on the ſtates of Greece, and thou 


wn particularly inquiſitive after the policy and manners of Lace- 
dæmon. I related to thee at that time ſome obſervations I had made,: 
and promiſed to ſend. them, on my return to Sparta, more accurately 
drawn up in writing. It is indeed an unhappy circumſtance, that 
thou art prevented from viſiting this ſeat of military virtue and una- 
dulterated good ſenſe, as well by the laws of the republick, as by that 
jealous and inhoſpitable temper which is the offspring of civil war. 1 
parted from thee with uncommon reluctance, as I knew that the diſ- 

covery of one of my letters * laſt year in Athens, had reduced us. 
from an open, cheerful, and improving converſation, to a dry, ti- 
morous, and reſerved correſpondence. I ſhall write to thee indeed at, 
preſent with more freedom, not only becauſe the city where thou 
now reſideſt enters not into the feuds. and politicks of Greece, but 
becauſe the ſubject, on which thou deſireſt to be enlightened, re- 
quires an explicit perſpicuity. Whilſt thou informeſt thyſelf of the 
moſt curious circumſtances attending the moſt celebrated oracle In 
the world, let me entertain thee with the inſtitutions and common- 
wealth of that lawgiver, whom the ſame oracle pronounced a god. 

So great was either the reputation of LycurRGus to command this 
teſtimony, or ſo great his art in procuring it. 


The country of Laconia has often changed its name and its poſ- 
feſſors. It was called Lelegia, from king LELExX ; Oebalia, from 


* See Letter xci. 0 
OEBALUS, 
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Ox BALus, the father of CAsTOR and POLLUX,/ (whoſe amicable 


and united government produced the known fable concerning them,) 


and obtained the appellation it now has from king LACEDAMON, 
It was held firſt by the Achæans, with PELors at their head; next 


by the Sparti, who were governed by Capbuus; then by the de- 


ſcendants of the Argonauts; and laſtly by the race of HERCULEs, 


from whom the inhabitants of our days are derived. There is ſome- 
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thing, methinks, ridiculous enough in the tedious and grave hiſtories 
recorded of theſe men. Doubtleſs the craggy territory of Laconia 
fared like other parts of Greece, when wild and uncultivated. During 
the early ages, the lands that lay near the ſea-coaſts were an harbour 


for pirates, who put themſelves under the guidance of a general or 


petty prince, and plundered the more fruitful, - and conſequently the 


more inhabited, parts of. the earth, with the greater reſolution, as 


they imagined no man would purſue them to the barren rocks that 


protected them. Such were the Achzi and Heraclidæ, the firſt 
lords of the ſoil, and boaſted anceſtors of ſo poliſhed a poſterity ; ; 


ſavage robbers i in their original, improved by foreign colonies, and 
_ civilized by a . concurrence of whimſical events. 


The city of Spark (they "Pp owes its nile to Hug Laeib anon. 5 


It is of a round figure, without walls or a citadel. The houſes are 


built with ſingular ſimplicity; for the only tools allowed by law for 
building, are an axe and a hand-ſaw, The Eurotas runs along the 


eaſt ſide of the plain in which it is ſituated, and often lays waſte the 


country by its inundations. It is ſurrounded by hills, on one ſide 
rough and inacceſſible; on the other, varied by caſcades and torrents, 
which fall into the river, that winds impetuouſly through the valley. 


The very manner of he; Place i is ſuited to the hardy temper of the 


people. 
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No republick has been more various in its form than this. At 


—◻◻ firſt it was a monarchy, and continued in that ſtate till PRocLEs and 
EURYSTHENES, the ſons of ARISTODEMUS. They ruled it jointly, 2A 


and from them two kings are entailed for ever on Latedzmon. All 
| laws were made and cancelled at their will; all magiſtrates were | 
' created at their pleaſure, and accountable to them. Things went on 
ſmoothly in the ſame channel for many years, when EURYTION, 
through a weakneſs of underſtanding, or a mean affectation of po- 
pularity, leſſened his own power, and made room for the efforts f 
ſedition. The kings were'afterwards deſirous to remedy the con- 
fuſion ariſing from the folly or vanity of their predeceſſor, and at- 
tempted to reſume their former authority. But the people contended 
for their imaginary rights with ſuch violence, that in a riot they 
killed one of their princes, the father of Lycu Rus. Nothing was 
able now to reſtrain their fury; they inſiſted on a chimerical equa- 
lity of ranks, and overthrew the diftinQions and neceſſary ſubordi- 
nations of ſociety. Every man who had the leaſt knowledge of the 
Jaws, invented ſubtleties to evade them, pretended to interpret them, 
and would have impoſed his private ſenſe for the publick opinion. 
In this captious diſpoſition, the ſlighteſt offence from the magiſtrate 
confirmed the abſurdity, increaſed the obſtinacy, and raiſed the in- 
ſolence of an exaſperated multitude. LycuRcvus alone ventured 
to oppoſe the torrent with equal ſpirit and abilities; nor did the loſs 
of an eye affect him, which in a warm debate was ſtruck out by the 
factious Al cAN DER. He began with concerting a ſcheme among 
his friends for a thorough reformation ; then formed a council of 
thirty among the principal citizens, and ſtationed a guard of ſoldiers 
in the forum, to prevent an inſurrection; rightly judging, that a 
violent diſeaſe required as violent a remedy. When this was done, 
and the commonwealth had given him a power of new-modelling 

the conſtitution, he eſtabliſhed a . with the kings at their head, 
and 
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and gave laws to the people, which, without being cd | to L r 1 
writing, he has contrived to engrave on their hearts by the rigour of — . 
education. They are recorded no where, except in the verſes of 
TERPANDER, who has reduced them into the meaſures of poetry. | 
Their number is not large; for, as CHARILAus very ſmartly ſaid, 
Ma They who uſe few words can want but. few laws.” | Fortitude 
and a contempt of pleaſure are principally inculcated. there. Every 
citizen is obliged ſtrictly to conform to them; for which reaſon PAU- 
S8ANIAS thought Sparta anſwered the trueſt notion of a free. go- 
vernment, hen he pronounced it to be © the empire of laws, and 
* not of men.” As LYCURGUS. had travelled into all parts of the 
world, he had great opportunities of comparing the practice of dif- 
ferent legiſlators. He examined the different inſtitutions of Mi Nos 
in Crete, went into Spain and Africa, and even converſed with the 
Gymnoſophiſts in India. From Egypt he took the hint of making 
the ſoldiers a diſtin body from thoſe who were occupied in the 
labours of the tillage; and after he had compounded the beſt ſyſtem | 
which the wiſdom of others or his own could invent, he forbad the 
laws of all ſtates, that differed from Lacedzmon, to be commended, 
or even mentioned in Sparta. It is owing to the ſame caution, that 
no citizen is ſuffered to travel into foreign parts. On being aſked 
by ſomebody, why he gave an ariſtocratical, not a popular turn to 
the conſtitution, he bad him © go and try the experiment at home. 
The queſtion was a very odd one, in a city that had ſuffered ſo much 
from the fury of the people. LYcurGvUs died at Delphi by volun- 
tarily abſtaining. from food, becauſe he had ſolemnly obliged his 
countrymen with an oath to obey his laws till his return; a thing 
which he never intended. Satisfied that he had lived ſufficiently for 
his country, he choſe to leave the world, when he was old, with an 
intrepidity agreeable to his ſtern character; and thought it unbe- 
coming a great man to die timorouſly and weakly, or to outlive his 
„ : memory 
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LETTER No republick has been more various in its form than this. At 
CXVI. 

— ſrſt it was a monarchy, and continued in that ſtate till PROCLES and 
EURYSTHENES, the ſons of Anis TOoDEMUUs. They ruled it jointly, | 
and from them two kings are entailed for ever on Lacedæmon. All 
laws were made and cancelled at their will; all magiſtrates were 

© created at their pleaſure, and accountable to them. Things went on 
ſmoothly in the ſame channel for many years, when EURYTI1ON, 
through a weakneſs of underſtanding, or a mean affectation of po- 
pularity, leſſened his own power, and made room for the efforts of 
ſedition. The kings were afterwards defirous to remedy the con- 
fuſion ariſing from the folly or vanity of their predeceſſor, and at- 
tempted to reſume their former authority. But the people contended 
for their imaginary rights with ſuch violence, that in a riot they 

killed one of their princes, the father of LycuRGUs. Nothing was 
able now to reſtrain their fury; they inſiſted on a chimerical equa- 
lity of ranks, and overthrew the diſtinctions and neceſſary ſubordi- 
nations of ſociety. Every man who had the leaſt knowledge of the 
laws, invented ſubtleties to evade them, pretended to interpret them, 
and would have impoſed his private ſenſe for the publick opinion. 
In this captious diſpoſition, the ſlighteſt offence from the magiſtrate 
confirmed the abſurdity, increaſed the obſtinacy, and raiſed the in- 
ſolence of an exaſperated multitude. LycuRcus alone ventured 
to oppoſe the torrent with equal ſpirit and abilities; nor did the loſs 
of an eye affect him, which in a warm debate was ſtruck out by the 
factious ALAN DER. He began with concerting a ſcheme among 
his friends for a thorough reformation ; then formed a council of 
thirty among the principal citizens, and ſtationed a guard of ſoldiers 
in the forum, to prevent an inſurrection; rightly judging, that a 
violent diſeaſe required as violent a remedy. When this was done, 
and the commonwealth had given him a power of new-modelling 
the conſtitution, he eſtabliſhed a ſenate with the kings at their head, 
and 
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and gave laws to the people, Which, without being committed to L BTTER 
writing, he has contrived to engrave on their hearts by the rigour of —— 
education. They are recorded no where, except in the verſes of 
TERPANDER, who has reduced them into the meaſures of ' poetry. 
Their number is not large; for, as CHñARIL Aus very ſmartly ſaid, 

* They who uſe few words can want but few laws.” Fortitude 
and a contempt of pleaſure are principally. inculcated there. Every . 
citizen is obliged ſtrictly to conform to them; for which reaſon PA u- 
sAxIAS thought Sparta anſwered the trueſt notion of a free go- 
vernment, when he pronounced it to be © the empire of laws, and 
* not of men.“ As LYCURGUS had travelled into all parts of the 
world, he had great opportunities of comparing the practice of dif- 
ferent legiſlators. He examined the different inſtitutions of Minos 

in Crete, went into Spain and Africa, and even converſed with the 
Gymnoſophiſts i in India. From Egypt he took the hint of making 
the ſoldiers a diſtin body from thoſe who were occupied | in the 
labours of the tillage ; and after he had compounded the beſt ſyſtem 
which the wiſdom of others or his own could invent, he forbad the 
laws of all ſtates, that differed from Lacedzmon, to be commended, 

or even mentioned in Sparta. It is owing to the ſame: caution, that 
no citizen is ſuffered to travel into foreign parts. On being aſked 
by ſomebody, why he gave an ariſtocratical, not a popular turn = 
the conſtitution, he bad him © go and try the experiment at home.” 
The queſtion was a very odd one, in a city that had ſuffered ſo much 
from the fury of the people. LycuRGUS died at Delphi by volun- 
tarily abſtaining from food, becauſe he had ſolemnly obliged his 
countrymen with an oath to obey his laws till his return; a thing 
which he never intended. Satisfied that he had lived ſufficiently for 
his country, he choſe to leave the world, when he was old, with an 
intrepidity agreeable to his ſtern character; and thought it unbe- 
coming a . man to die timorouſly and r, or to outlive his 
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* * 5 R memory and parts in indolence. His citizens pay him rind ho- 


== nours in a temple they have built to him, not ſo much out of regard 


to the ſenſe of the oracle, a as to the dietates of their own. n Frater 
hearts. | 


While he was In Tonia, he Tecovered Houkn- s poems from the 
Ls. LE FR of CREOPHILUS, and publiſhed them in Greece. In 
Crete too he put himſelf under the care of THALES, a writer of 

i Lyrick odes, and was inſtructed by him. It appears that he had 
ſome taſte for polite literature, though he has carefully extinguiſhed 
the love of it in his commonwealth ; for i it is remarkable, that their 
dialect is ſo uncouth, and the people are taught by the law to be ſo 
ſparing of words, that no man in Lacedæmon ever raiſed his fame as 
2 poet. ALCMAN is the only exception to this remark; and he, by 
a ſurprizing ſtrength of genius, has made himſelf admired over all 

Greece. The beauty and juſtneſs of his ſentiments are the more 
ſtriking, as the words which clothe them are inelegant. Beſides the 
ſuppreſſion of ſuperfluous diſcourſes, and-the entertainments of the 
theatre, there is nothing tends ſo effectually to damp all attention to 
letters among the Spartans, as that inſtitution of LycuRGvus, by 
which the magiſtrate is made the licencer of every ſprightly and lite- 

rary, as well as political compoſition ; and the right of judging in 
matters of taſte is unnaturally transferred from the impartial voice 
of the publick, the beſt and only arbiter in thoſe caſes, to the 
thrones of the Ephori. Such are the fetters laid upon wit in Sparta, 
both by the roughneſs of cheir language, and the e of cheir | 


policy. 


\ 4 t 
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They contemn the refinements of ſcience and ſubtle ſpeculations : 
they pretend, that no ſtudies are encouraged here, but thoſe which 
{trengthen the underſtanding, without perplexing it, and poliſh the 

manners, 
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manners, without enervating them. It is their opinion, that we are L ee F 


born for action, and not theory; and for the ſervice, rather than the 

entertainment of mankind. Oratory is not only neglected, but ab- 
horred in Sparta. They have no idea of what it is to be copious; 
and baniſhed CRPHIsOoPHON for ſaying, © he could talk a whote 
« day upon any queſtion.” A rhetorician told one of their kings, 
that eloquence was the moſt excellent gift to mankind ;, he anſwered, 
« You do well to ſay fo; becauſe when you are commanded ſilence, 
« you are uſeleſs.” The nens brevity, and exquiſite poignancy 
of the Laconick way of talking, are grown into a proverb. They 


laugh at the artful turns and round periods of the Athenians, and 


teach their children from their infancy to comprehend much in a 
ſhort phraſe; to expreſs at onee their whole meaning, ſo as to vie, 
in the manner of conveying their thoughts, with the quickneſs of 
thought itſelf, Thus the Spartans are fond of dexterity, not only. 
in the exerciſes of war, but in thoſe: of the underſtanding. - They 
have the moſt exalted notions of liberty, and define it to be a con- 


tempt of death, with the love of virtue. Juſt before the invaſion 
of Greece, BuR1s and SPERTHES went to XERXES to be puniſhed 
in the name of their city, agreeably to the commands of the oracle, 


as a ſatisfaction for the murder of thoſe meſſengers Daxrus had ſent 
to them. The king was pleaſed with their bravery, andi generouſly 
forgave them: he then aſked them to continue with him, and com- 
manded IN DAR NES to make them large offers, and preſs them very 


warmly. But they ſteadily refuſed, and told INDARNES, He 


„ knew what it was to be a ſervant, but was ignorant of the bleſſ- 
« ings of liberty; for if he had taſted it, he would have adviſed. 


them to maintain it, not only with the weapons of a ſoldier, but, 
« for want of them, with a ſpade or mattock, or any inſtrument of 
defence they could meet with.” No freedom of diſcourſe is al- 
lowed any where but in the ſenate or the aſſembly. It. is eſteemed 
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an Apensen curioſity to diſcuſs ſuch points, except in Act * 
— which the magiſtrate ordains, or on thoſe occaſions which the con- 
ſtitution marks out. A man would be branded with infamy for 
a minute examination into the affairs of his acquaintance ; or even 
attending a court of _—_ if his own buſineſs did not. call * 


there. 


Thou, my excellent friend, who art practiſed in the ways of men, 


muſt have ceaſed long ſince to be moved by the tranſports of admi- 
ration : but art thou- not pleaſed with diſcovering that there is one 
community in the world, where every individual confines his atten- 
tion to that which properly concerns himſelf? Free from a love of 
ſcandal, and all idle inquiries into the manners of their neighbours, 
(a paſſion which leads to publick calumny, not private reproof, and 


increaſes the impudence of bad men, without checking the progreſs | 


of vice,) no Spartan finds his time hang heavy on his hands. En- 
gaged for ever in laudable purſuits, their youth is a ſtate of tempe- 
rance and exerciſe; their manhood of military ſervice; their old age 


is ſpent in an healthy and full enjoyment of their faculties, in the 


adminiſtration of the laws, in applying their experience to the edu- 
cation of others, and in the agreeable reflection, that, during the 


courſe of a life variouſly occupied, they have ſcarcely paſſed an hour 


unprofitably to a or their country. 
| C. 
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Crranben to Gonnyas, Gbief Scribe, From Darn. bal, 


M eis Sun Athens are, I hows: by 1 no means uſeleſs tO LETTER 


the king's ſervice, I enlarge my knowledge of the diſpoſi- 
tions and government of the Grecian ſtates. I tranſmit my obſerva- 
tions upon the manners and curioſities both of art and nature, which 
occur in the places I paſs through, to the miniſters of the ſublime 


court; : and I endeavour, at the ſame time, not to neglect the affairs 
of that city which is the particular ſcene of my employment. 


A meeting of the Amphictyons, or ſtates general of Greece, now 


held at Delphi, affords me a fair occaſion to lay before thee ſome 


CXVII. 
Camo ran 


\ 


account of their origin, form, and buſineſs. They are a part of the 


Grecian conſtitution, to which the Perſians have but little attended, 
and with which it may be highly advantageous, not to ſay neceſ- 


ſary, for them to be better acquainted, in their future negociations | 


here. This celebrated aſſembly received its name, as well as inſti- 


tution, from AMPHICTYON, an Athenian king; whto, obſerving 


that the ſeparate intereſts and diſſenſions which prevailed amongſt | 


the Grecian republicks, expoſed them to the invaſions of their more 
powerful neighbours, wiſely exhorted them to unite, by deputies, in 
one common body, which might, in times of danger, concert the 
beſt meaſures for their mutual fafety, and prevent, by its falutary 


influence, the ill-effeQs of private animoſities and disjointed counſels. 
As he was a pious as well as political prince, he put the temple of 


Delphi, and the ſacred territory, under the care and protection of 
the . _— wiſely thinking, that the publick de- 


fence 
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fence and publick religion ſhould be matters of a general concern to 


Ld the Grecians, however divided on ſubjects of leſs importance. Acki- | 
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$1Us, who reigned ſeveral years after at Argos, 18 reported to have 
encreaſed the privileges, and regulated the laws, of the Amphictyons; 


and is for that reaſon eſteemed, by ſome a ſecond founder. The N 


ſtates which enjoy the right of ſending deputies to this council, are 
at preſent twelve; the Tonians, Theſſalians, Boeotians, Dorians, Per- 
rheœbeans, Mag agneſians, Locrians, tians, Phthiotians, Maleans, 
Phocians, and Dolopians; but it is probable, that as ſome may have 
forfeited that diſtinction, and others been admitted in later times, 
who were not originally included, the number has not been always 
the ſame. The aſſembly meets in the ſpring and autumn of every 
year, either at Delphi or Thermopylæ; and every city amongſt the 
people who compoſe it, chooſes two members, the one called the 
Hieromnemon, and the other the Pylagoras, to repreſent it. The 
former is elected by lot, and has the honour to be preſident of the 
council in his turn, to gather the voices, pronounce the decree, and 
adminiſter at the ſacrifices, which are made either in the name of all 
the Greeks, or the particular city by which he is deputed. The 
latter is choſen by vote, and is properly the orator of the deputation; | 
he delivers the opinion of his ſtate, defends it againſt any accuſa- 
tion, and takes care of its intereſt upon all occaſions, As ſoon as 
| theſe deputies arrive at the place where the Amphictyons are con- 
vened, they offer up a ſacrifice to the tutelar deity ; at Delphi to 
APOLLO, at Thermopylz to CEREs. Then they repair to the aſ- 
ſembly ; but before they are admitted to take their ſeats, the follow- 


ing oath is tendered to them, which, being a remarkable one, x - 
mall here intent 5 | 


\ 


«I forear never to contribute towards . any of the cities 
„ honoured with the right of choofingAmphi@tyonsz j Or Top the courſe 


00 of 
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b uf their running waters, either in time of war or peace. If any L 
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25 perſon ſteal the offerings out of the temple of APOLLO, or aſſiſt — — 


„ another in ſo doing, I will oppoſe them with my hands, feet, voice, 
and my whole ſtrength. Whoever infringes this oath, whether it 
cc he a ſtate or a private perſon, let them be accurſed of APOLLO, 


« Diana, LATONA, and MINERVA the provident ! may their ſoil - 


6 prove barren, their women bring forth nothing but monſters, and 
$ their animals not produce in kind! May they never perform a 

“pure facrifice to APOLLO, DIANA, and MINERVA the provident ; 
4 and may their offerings be an abomination to thoſe deities! May 


„ they be alike unſucceſsful in war and law-ſuits, and may their | 


'N 3 be eee from the face of: the * ork 


A perfect equality is kave up * the members » of this great 
council ; the repreſentatives of the moſt powerful republick in Greece 
have no advantage or pre-eminence over thoſe of the leaſt. | Each 


ſtate, from the flouriſhing commonwealth of Athens to the petty 


town of Eretria, poſſeſſes the right of two votes in the perſons of 
its deputies; and, by having an equal ſhare in the deliberations of 


the Amphictyons, looks upon itſelf as equally concerned in the wel- 


fare of Greece. As their meetings are attended with a vaſt con- 


courſe of people from all parts of the country, it has been uſual, on , 


particular occaſions, for the Hieromnemones to ſummon all the 


Grecians, who then happen to be. refident in the place where the 
aſſembly is held, to aſſiſt at its deliberations ; with this diſtinction, 
hat the latter are not allowed to vote, but merely called upon to 


countenance, by their preſence, the decrees. of the Amphictyons, 


and to give them a fuller ſanction. The power of this diet is very 
large, and extends to the proclaiming of war, and the deciding of 


publick differences, of which I ſhall mention two remarkable inſtances. 


About the time of SoLox, the Cirrhzans and — beſides 
vol. Ii. N other 
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other inſolences, plundered the temple of Delphi, and diſregarded 
the orders of the Amphictyons; upon which that body, after taking 


the advice of the oracle, declared war againſt them in the name of 


all Greece, defeated their forces, reduced the whole nation, as pols 


their country to the ſervice of the god. In the accommodating way, 
their endeavours have not been leſs ſucceſsful than in the military ; 


luted with facrilege and impiety, to a ſtate of ſervitude, and devoted 


for when the Spartans and Argives had haraſſed each other by a con- 


tinued war for many years, they referred their difference to the ar- 
bitration of the Amphictyons, who, without taking upon them to 


determine the juſtice of the cauſe on either fide, ordered them to 


bring it to a ſhort iſſue by a combat of four hundred men, choſen 


out of both armies. Of late years they have intermeddled leſs than 


of Delphi. The end of their inſtitution was certainly to keep up a : 


uſual in the great affairs of Greece, and held their meetings chiefly 
for form ſake ; their chief buſineſs at preſent being to ſettle a tax 
upon the Grecian ſtates for ſome additions and repairs to the temple 


good underſtanding in a nation compoſed of ſo many different go- 


vernments and jarring intereſts ; and were the leading republicks dif. 


poſed to accommodate their diſputes, overtures- towards a negotia- 


tion could not be ſet on foot any where, with od a weight and 


| propriety, than in this aſſembly. 


| 


I rejoice to hear of the vigorous reſolutions of our potent monarch, 


Another year can hardly paſs over, before ſome criſis may offer it- 


ſelf, which may induce him to employ the forces ſo wiſely ordered 


to be got in readineſs. I have now diſcharged the duty I owe the 


king, as his miniſter in Greece ; but it is a duty no leſs incumbent on 
me, to acknowledge the protection I received from thee, noble ſcribe, 
againſt the aſperſions which the malice of enemies would have thrown 
on my reputation and conduct. Hard is it for a man who is 
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aner analddt difficulties and hazdeds, in the fervice of hid LETTER 
prince, to be expoſed at home to the ſlander. of the malicious, the — 


reports of the credul 


thou, generous GOBRYAs, proceedeſt not on the common maxims 
of courts; thou art no leſs ſteady in protecting merit, than ſagacious 


in diſcovering it; and as thy recommendations to preferment are 


never intended to ſerve a baſe unworthy end, thou ſcorneſt to give 


up a miniſter who ſerves faithfully, through motives of fear or in- 


| tereſt, May the chronicles of Perſia, which tranſmit down thy 


fame to poſterity, as a wiſe, an honeſt, and an able miniſter, when 
they record CLEANDER, the Epheſian, among thoſe who had the 


honour to execute thy commands, mention him as one who was a 


follower, not of thy fortunes, but of thy virtues! Farewel. 


Extract of LETTERS from Athens. 


on loſs in Etolia is conſiderable, not for the number of citizens, 
which did not exceed one hundred and twenty, but for the quality 


and valour of the ſlain. . They were, moſt of them, of the beſt fa- 


milies in Athens, and diſtinguiſhed by their experience and gallantry. 
DEMOSTHENES, our general, has been blamed, with reaſon, for 


quitting the ſiege of Leucas, which he was in a condition of taking, 


to comply with the perſuaſions of the Meſſenians, who flattered him 
with the hopes of making an eaſy conqueſt of Etolia. Since his de- 


feat he has reſided at Naupactus, and lately obtained a reinforcement 
of a thouſand men from the Acarnanians, to ſecure that important 


place (whoſe fortifications are of a large extent) againſt the attempts 


'F EURYLOCHUS, the Spartan. We have lately received diſpatches 


M 2 hl from 
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om him, which bring us an account, that Eorrrocnvs; witk 


three thouſand Lacedzmonians, having marched through Locris, and 


Joined. the Ætolians, laid waſte the country about Naupactus, and 


ſet fire to part of the ſuburbs; but they no ſooner heard that ſuccours 


were arrived, than they retired into Etolis, without receiving any 1 
advantage from this expedition, except recovering Molyerium for | 
the Corinthians. 


But it is imagined they have a deſign on foot to 
attack. Argos and Acarnania. Our advices. from Sicily inform us, 


- that CARNEADES, our admiral, has been killed in a ſea-fight againſt 


the Syracuſians, and that PachESs, who ſucceeds him in the com- 
mand, has taken Meſſina. We have not received ſo much damage 


from the ſettlement of the Lacedæmonians at Heraclea as was ex- 
pected; for the colony, inſtead of being ſtrong enough to make de- 
ſcents into Eubcea, is much haraſſed by the continual incurſions of 
the Theſſalians, its neighbours. 
that the plague ſtill continues. 


The iſland of Delos has been purified by order of the people, and 


the quinquennial feſtival “, formerly celebrated there, revived with 
great pomp and ſolemnity. _ Nictas was appointed- to conduct the 


chorus of ſingers and dancers, and preſide at the performance of this 
pious work, and has acquitted himſelf in the. charge to every body's 
ſatisfaction; having ſet up: a brazen Prone” in honour of the 


; b, 
»A . might venture from the. mention of this del not the leaſt trace of 


which is to be found in any ancient author, to call in queſtion the genuineneſs of our 


letters. But obſerve, reader, how luckily all circumſtances conſpire to eſtabliſh their 


credit. The earl of Sandwich has, amongſt other valuable fruits of his travels, en- 
riched the literary world with an original ſtate of the. accounts of the temple, made 
by theſe very Amphictyons, i in the 100th Olympiad. The marble was found at 


Athens; and Dr. Taylor has illuſtrated and ſupplied it with a great deal of learning | 


and critical . Sce his Diſſertation on the Marmor Sandvicenſe. 0 


The worſt of our misfortunes tis, | 


god, 
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god, and conſecrated a large piece of land to the ſervice of the LETT] 
temple. . | | "BEA N — 


- ; " . £ OY EL $e* 48 - 1 5 " "uy 2 
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An Amphictyonick council is Hkewiſe eſtabliſhed, compoſed of 


deputies from this city, and the iſlands of the Egean, who are to 
have the direction of all matters relating to the temple, to regulate 


„ 
_ 


the expences of the games and facrifices, and ſettle ' the quota f 


money which each ſtate is to contribute towards them. 
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extends not to its ornaments. | 
exactly to that of the portions of land, which are never to be increaſed 


with my own inclinations. 
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From Sparta. 


LETTER 


Cnarirros to Cunanpan. 
. HAVE detained thes 0 FFB with Cs ſcattered re- 
marks on the manners of the people I converſe with, and dwelt 
only on the outſide of things. Let us now penetrate into the receſſes. 
of their policy, and the peculiar ſtrokes of wiſdom which diſtinguiſh 


it. I enter on the taſk of anatomizing their conſtitution with plea- 


ſure; as it is in further obedience to thy commands, and compliance 


And though, like other anatomies, it 
affords more trouble than entertainment in the execution ; yet in the 


cloſe it produces very uſeful matter of reflection; which might be 


drawn out by thy activity and addreſs into conſequences of the laſt 
importance to ny country. 


One aim and intention of LycuRGUs was, to preſerve the com- 
monwealth, he founded, from civil feuds. To this end he removed 


every internal cauſe of commotion, by dividing Lacedzmon into thirty 


thouſand equal lots; and of theſe, nine thouſand are in the hands 
of the Spartans. The culture of them brings forth a very ample 
proviſion for the neceſſaries of life; and their care, thou knoweſt, 
The number of citizens correſponds 


or diminiſhed. Thus, not a man in the ſtate being more powerful than 
another, the legiſlator has left no fuel for future animoſities. By 
means of ſo excellent a meaſure, and the excluſion of foreign com- 
merce in the abolition of ſilver and gold, he has fixed the republick | 
on the moſt ſolid and unalterable foundation. This laſt law, which 
= „ 
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forbids PET current uſe of any, e iron or leather money, is con- LE 
ceived with the utmoſt art, and in the ſpirit of a great politician. Lannnymund 


For, beſides that it hinders the introduction of thoſe vices that are 
the ordinary companions of an extenſive trade, had he neglected to 


eſtabliſh it, he would ſoon have found, notwithſtanding his caution 


in the Agrarian, that till one door was open to ſedition. Without 
this inſtitution, that law muſt have operated ineffeQually ; ſince the 
balance of money being diſtin& from that of land, would, by the 
increaſe of riches, in proceſs of time, have exceeded it; ſo that an 


unequal diſtribution of property remaining, the ſeeds of contention 


would have remained with it ; and whoever had raiſed a large per- 


ſonal fortune in traffick; Re" have been able to o diſturb the com- 


monwealth by faction. | FE ys | ater 


The legiſlator, after having prevented all occaſion of tumult from 


within, imagined they would be able to repel any from without by 


their union. The Helots, however, have made ſeveral ſtruggles for 


their liberty: they are a nation of flaves, (to which a number of 


conquered Meſſenians has been added ſome years fince,) and receive 
the moſt cruel uſage from their maſters. They are of great ſervice 


in war as well as in the tillage, which is intruſted wholly to their in- 
duſtry. Every Spartan is attended by ſeven of them in the field, 
and they have fought ſometimes ſo valiantly, as to have been pre- | 
ſented with a crown of olive and their freedom by the ſtate. Their 
multitudes are ſo conſiderable, as that now and then in harveſt time, 


the youth are ordered to go out and maſſacre the reapers, when they 
are returning from their work in the evening. So infamous and 
ſavage a cuſtom took its riſe from the apprehenſion of an inſur- 
rection, and is thought a neceſſary act of policy and ſelf-defence. 
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As to the magiſtrates of this ſtate, they are few; becauſe it is 
neither vicious nor populous. Thirty members compoſe the ſenate, 
which is equal to the kings in power. They are choſen by the votes 
of the people, not by lot; and continue in office during life, if they | 


ſhew a regard to virtue and: the publick good ; for good morals are 


eſteemed ſo eſſential a qualification to a ſtateſman, that if a bad 


citizen gives an opinion which 1 18 generally approved of, it is entered 
on their journals, as the advice of ſome better man, and not in the 


name of che mover. No one is admitted into this venerable council 


under the age of ſixty, nor unleſs he be diſtinguiſhed for his merit; 
and has offered himſelf a candidate. They are judges in capital 
cauſes, and take much time to conſider of them; becauſe an error 
once made in a matter of life and death is not to be amended. 


They debate on every point of publick buſineſs, and propoſe their 


reſolutions to be confirmed by the aſſembly. They are accountable 
to none, and all the offices of the ſtate are entruſted to them, _ 


"i The Bag are e taken out of the two hes of HERCULES's fa- 
mily. They muſt be educated in the Spartan manner; and no ſmall 


weight is laid on their bodily perfections, ſuch as tallneſs and 


ſtrength : for it is not long ſince, that the wiſe AxcuiDamus was 
fined in a round ſum for marrying a ſhort wife. They told him, 


« his poſterity would degenerate from their great anceſtor.” In the 


beginning of every month they take a ſolemn oath to maintain the 
laws. They adminiſter the holy rites, and have a tithe of all ſwine, 
that none may be wanting for the ſacrifices. They are ſole judges 


in caſes of adoption and the highways. A double portion. is aſſigned 


them at the publick meals, where they are required to attend con- 
ſtantly, and dine at a ſeparate. table: one of them was puniſhed 
ſome years ago for eating at home with his queen. A palace is ap- 
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actos to their ule, and all onthe marks of en ſhewn 
them. Their powers, however, are very limited in times of peace; 


for each is ſubject to be tried by his brother king, the ſenate, and 


the ephori, although they are indulged in appealing to the aſſembly, 
and ſuch points are determined only after mature deliberation. In 


war nothing can be more extenſive than their authority. Either of 


them may be ſent out at the head of the army, and performs all the 
| offices of a general without controul ; and though he has counſellors 
appointed him, it is in his own breaſt to follow their advice, or de- 


part from it. The family and relations of the kings are treated with 
no more regard than other citizens; but the hereditary right is ſo 


ſecure, that notwithſtanding the father ſuffers exile for mal-admini- 
ſtration, the puniſhment area not to the n nor is he excluded 
from the ſucceſſion, r Bale gs 


The e are Avided into 5 AED . diſtinguiſhed ics their 


_- 
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dreſſes, ſandals, and way of wearing their hair, from all other Gre- 


cians. The great popular aſſembly of Laconia is compoſed of thirty 


thouſand citizens, diſperſed into every city and diſtrict of the coun- 


try: the leſſer, of the Spartans, which meets on every occaſion, | 


while the other is never called together, except on the important 


ſubject of peace or war. The place where they receive the propo- 


ſitions of the ſenate, on which they are not ſuffered to debate, lies 


between the bridge Babyca and the river Cnacion, near the Perſian 


trophy. They do buſineſs in the open air, and blame the Athenians 


for aſſembling in fine buildings, adorned with elegant paintings and 
ſtatues; becauſe they imagine that the welfare of the ſtate may often 
ſuffer from ſuch ill- placed magnificence ; as it tends to captivate the 


ſenſes, and diſtract the underſtanding, which ought to be better em- 


ployed. Their deciſions in former times differed ſo much from the 


ſenate, that PoLYDORE and TazOPOMPUS enacted an unconſtitu- 
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tional law, which has been ſince beet « that 4 the 
people gave a wrong vote, the kings and ſenate. ſhould have a 
* power of over-ruling it.” The ſtrength of the people enereaſed 


to ſuch a degree afterwards, that the ſame TyzoPoOMPUs was forced 


to allow them the creation of the four Ephori, who are guardians of. | 
their intcreſt; and, though deſigned only at firſt to ſhield the people 
from the ſenate and the kings, have ſince uſurped an abſolute juriſ- 


dition over all., This king was blamed by his queen for conſenting 


to weaken the royal authority. But (ſaid he) it will be now more 
« ſolid, and conſequently.more laſting.” The Ephori continue but 
one year in place, and no man can be elected into that office a ſe- 

cond time. They ſuperintend the treaſury, judge in civil cauſes, 
execute the royal office in the abſence of the kings, preſide at the 
games and on all-feſtivals, as well as in the aſſemblies of the people. 
They have a ſhare too in the management of the ſenate, and are 

alone exempted from paying an external reverence to the reigning 
princes. The authority of recalling generals from the army, or any 
of the publick officers, is veſted in their hands, and in their dif- 
patches to them they uſe the ſcytale *, which is an artful manner of 
conveying a letter into foreign countries, without a poſſibility of its 
contents being diſcovered, except by the Proper perſon. In a word, 


they are ſo powerful, as to diſpenſe rewards or puniſhments at their 


ms J and the ſtate is not ſecure from the exerciſe of their 


The nature TE uſe of the ſcytalè was this: when — gaye a 1 his com- 
miſſion, they took two round pieces of wood, in the form of truncheons, alike in 
thickneſs and length. One they kept themſelves, the other was delivered to him. 
So, when they had any thing to communicate to him, they cut a long narrow ſcroll 
of parchment, and winding it about their ſtaff, one fold cloſe under another, they 
wrote their buſineſs down the ſides of it. Then they took off the parchment and ſent 
it to the officer, who, applying it to his own, which exactly reſembled theirs, the folds 
fell in with one another; as at the writing, and the characters were read with cake, 
Vide Plut. in Vit. Lyf. & Aul. Gel. bb. XVil. c. 9. 
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eyranny, unleſs they are divided * jealouſies. Theſe are the chief L BTR R 
magiſtrates on n whom the motions of the republick depend. And 
now, CLEANDER, pauſe a moment to admire the wiſdom of Ly- 
-CURGVUs; for the equality of eſtates confines the power of the go- 
vernors; and the flow rotation of honours reftrains the ambition of 

the aſpiring. Theſe are the CON” * of the ow 


hams ror 


There are as inferior Dn who inſpect ü the exerciſes of the 
youth, the manners of the women, the behaviour of the citizens 


in publick places, and ſettle the prices of woes and the Wen 
and meaſures of che market. 


There are others alſo, who are appointed to 1 care 5 rangers 
and embaſſadors, to diſmiſs them at a convenient time, and to pre- 
vent the Spartans from converſing with them. The Pythii are ſent 
to conſult the oracle on all emergencies, and are permitted to dine 

with the kings. One of them conſtantly attends the ſenate. The 

Hippagretz are three in number, and elected by the Ephori. It is 
their buſineſs to fit at the head of the publick tables every day, and 
ſend a proper ſhare of the meal to thoſe who abſent themſelves at a 
ſacrifice or chace, the only lawful reaſons of abſenting. They chooſe 
out three hundred of the braveſt citizens, and form them into a 
body, which is ſupplied by new ones, as any of them fall in war, 
or are excluded from the company, becauſe of their age. Theſe are 
they who fought with LEON DAS at Thermopylz ; and the cuſtom 
of giving them precedence over the reſt of the army was wiſely in- 
ſtituted by LycuRGvs, as an admiſſion into it raiſes great emulation 
among the ſoldiers. In a day of battle they are placed before the 

king in the centre. PRDARCHUs ſtood as a candidate, a few months 

ſince, to ſupply a vacancy in this troop; and upon finding he was 
ni23 me 3 not 
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not. choſen, he went out from the preſence of the Ephot: with much 
ſeeming gaiety, and in a fit of laughter. They called him back, 


and enquired the reaſon of it. He anſwered, he could not help 
congratulating the ſtate in ſilenee, on being poſſeſſed of three hun- 
« dred braver and better citizens than himſelf.” At the laſt wen 


pick games, another Spartan being aſked, whether his victory 


would be of any ſervice to him, he replied, © Yes, for it would re- 


« commend him to a ſtation before the king in battle.” The ſtatues 
of the gods are all in armour, to intimate that the people Place their 


confidence in military force. Their ſacrifices are made with un- 
common frugality ; becauſe they imagine the Deity is more moved 


by the ſincerity than the incenſe of the worſhipper. The only 


prayer they offer up at the altar is, that © they may receive good 
things for their good actions. » They bury the dead in the city, 


and the tombs are placed in the precincts of the temples. Ajl 


mourning ceaſes in eleven days. No one is allowed an inſerip- 


tion on his monument, except he dies in the field, in order to ap- 


propriate a kind of religious regard to the ſepulchres of the valiant. 
The neareſt relations of the flain judge, from thoſe parts of his body 


where he has received his wounds, whether he deſerves an honour- 


able interment. 


Their treaties of peace are engraven on ſtone pillars, and annually 


renewed by a ſolemn deputation ſent to the contracting ſtate. The 


5 legiſlator has commanded them to treat the vanquiſhed with lenity, 


and to forbear plundering the dead bodies. They ſet ſo much an 


higher value on a victory gained by ſtratagem than by force, that in the 


former caſe they ſacrifice an ox to Mas, and in the latter, no more 
than a dunghill cock. They pay little attention to fleets, which is 


the neceſſary conſequence of a want of trade. For the ſame reaſon 


it 1s with difficulty they raiſe money for carrying on a war, though 
: they 
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ley have ſcarce any need of it, ſince every Spartan ſerves in ne 
are paid by their own maſters. Whenever they have wealth in poſ- 


ſeſſion, it is preſerved is in their S or PO with thewr a gl 
 bours the Arcadians. | 0 Dalit 


-No" ſentfed FOR 0 W is ee 4 by this fits; and one 


of their kings being interrogated about it, ſaid, * was no matter, 


they were ſufficient to defeat an inſolent enemy.” There is ſome- 


| thing very becoming, as well as very religious, in the ceremonies they 
uſe in time of war. The king, Oy, he is going out, ſacrifices 
in his own family to JUPITER &yy7wp, and the fire remains unex- 


tinguiſhed on the altar till his return, when he makes an offering | 


of the ſpoils to the god. Before every action he facrifices to the 
muſes; then each. man puts a garland on his head, combs his hair, 
and the trumpet ſounds to the onſet. In truth, no ſtate of Greece 
equals this people in the art of war, for they are perpetually em- 
ployed in thoſe exerciſes which are the Rags of it. 


Thus the Lacedzmonians are a nation of ſoldiers, trained up to a 
military life, in order to defend their own liberties, without invad- 
ing the quiet of their neighbours, and to repel the unreaſonable at- 


tacks of their enemies, without aiming to be lordly conquerors. So 


juſt and excellent were the purpoſes of Lycurcvs ; but it is the 


misfortune of this great republick to have avoided an effeminacy, 
which would have been injurious to itſelf only, and to have indulged 


a luſt of power, which lays waſte mankind ; ſo that it carries its prin- 
ciple of mortality in the very circumſtance which has raiſed its glory, 


and conſtitutes its ſtrength. The reſtleſs ſpirit of HERCULES is 


deſcended to the Spartans, and they can by no means content them- 


ſelves with mock ſkirmiſhes, and the idle mimickry of war. Proud 


of 
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giving way 


their national ambition, they break through the national conſtitution: 


— 


eir own . 


as well as the general deſtruction. And, by the ſacred life of Ak- 


1 
5 


deſirous to 
manners 


working th 


' 


ERS. 


T) 
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ion from the 


other countries, in making foreign acquiſitions, and 
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his arm, ſhall adore the riſing 


power of our eaſtern ſun, and own the healing influence of his 


n ſetting Greece at 


TAXERXES, (if I foreſce aright,) the day cannot be far diſtant, when 
every people of the Weſt, reduced to miſery and weakneſs by the 
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LETTER  CXIX. 


"CRATIPPUS: 70 An Tal 


y this time, CLEANDER, I am F thou conſidereſt the 


B 


republick of Lacedæmon as an heap of peculiarities; and did 
not the behaviour of the ſtate itſelf, as well as the teſtimony of all 


95 


LETTER 
CxXIX. 


— | 


Greece, unite, in confirming my account, thou mighteſt be tempted 


to ſuſpect the credit of it, and perhaps to think the whole a creature 
of my own imagination. To be ſerious, the Spartan government is 
ſo remote from the practice of the world, and ſo ſtrongly declaimed 


againſt by the voice of nature, that were it not for cuſtom, that 


| ſecond nature, no people upon earth would willingly conform to it. 


The penetrating LycuRGUs foreſaw this; and, from his intimate 


acquaintance with men and things, wiſely judged it impoſſible to 


fix the form of government which he gave his countrymen, unleſs he 


moulded their paſſions to his laws, and interwove an habit of cheer- 
ful obedience into their very tempers and conſtitution. To this end 


he was attentive to their education, beyond what has been recorded 5 


of the ancient Perſians, and has diſabled every man from enjoying the 


privileges of a Spartan, Who has not gone through the ſeveral parts 


of the inſtitution. No one is a citizen. by birth, except his father 
and mother are of the eity; and as ſoon as an infant is born into a 
family, the elders of the tribe examit 
it be of a tender or a vigorous make, and accordingly either expoſe 
or educate it, without reflecting, that a weak conſtitution often ſettles 


it. They determine whether 


into a ſtate of health; and that nature ſometimes makes amends for 


a feeble and deformed body, by the ſtrength and beauty of the un- 
de ede If the child . he is aſſigned a lot among 


the 
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the citizens, and pronounced capable of bearing publick offices. They 
inure them to hardſhips from the firſt, and the children of the ma- 
giſtrates and of private men are clothed and nouriſhed in the ſame 
manner. At ſeven years old they are put into the claſs of boys, and 
at the age of eighteen they are numbered among the Ephebi. In 


the mean time they are taught to go barefoot, live entirely 150 8 
fleſh, that they may have large limbs and florid countenances, and 


are accuſtomed, above all, to the exerciſe of hunting. At a certain 


much an exerciſe of courage as enthuſiaſm, to ſuffer quietly the follies 


dexterity of this kind is ſo far from giving offence, that it raiſes the 


time of the year ſome of them are laid upon the altar of Diana 
' ORTHI1A, and ſcourged ſo. ſeverely, that they have expired upon 
the ſpot. But the patience and ſpirit of the boys not only exceed 
belief, but even the capacity of human nature in all other countries. 
The goddeſs is ſaid to delight in blood and cruelty ; and Lycunxcus 


appointed annually this barbarous ſacrifice at her ſhrine, as well to 


appeaſe the vengeful temper of the Deity, as to make that ſhrine a 
monument of Spartan heroiſm. But does it not argue a want of 


ſenſe, to ſuppoſe any being diſintereſtedly malevolent? Or is it ſo 


and the inſolence of depraved religion ? Exclaim then with me, 


CLEANDER, at the infamous ſcene, and ſhrink with horror on the 


"ey mention of ſuch criminal and ill-natured piety. 5 


There is i cuſtom enjoined by 3 and practiſed by the - 


vac which, though ſingular enough, 1s yet much freer from ex- 


ception than the laſt; I mean that of ſtealing. As all things in the 


hands of private perſons are conſidered as belonging to the ſtate, a 


character of the perſon who excels in it. The boys are encouraged 
tO it, as it habitu ates them to ſtratagem and military addreſs ; and 
whoever is caught in it is puniſhed, not for the fact, but his want 
of - I viglance ind 1 The ſhocking ſtory of him who per- 

mitted 
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mitted a fox to tear out his bowels, before he would diſcover the 


LETTER 
C 


theft, is too well known to be enlarged upon. They are bred up — 


in ſtrict reverence of the oldeſt citizens. It is expected that the latter 
| ſhould reprove them for every faulr committed i in their ſight, under 
pain of the ſame penalty. The younger muſt bear theſe reproofs 
without reſentment, and with modeſty ; and it is required, when- 
ever they are ſeen publickly in the ſtreets, that they ſhould keep 
their eyes fixed upon the ground, and be guilty of no levity. Nor 
is it unuſual for thoſe in the higher claſſes to chooſe out certain 
youths for their favourites. The law enaQs, that in ſuch caſes the 
Inamoratos ſhall ſuffer for the treſpaſſes of thoſe whom they pro- 
tect; and enjoins the reſt, who are not honoured in this manner, to 
ſuppreſs carefully the riſing of envy. When a lad has been two 
years among the Ephebi, he is often placed at the head of the claſs 
of boys, and conducts them in the morning to their martial exer- 
ciſes. In the Gymnaſia, the girls contend naked with them in 
wreſtling, dancing, boxing, and all thoſe ſports which are aſſigned 
generally to the province of men. No Spartan is indulged in mar- 
rying any woman, except he has vanquiſhed her at theſe games. It 
is owing to this education, ſo contrary to the female ſoftneſs in moſt 
nations, that the women of Lacedzmon are eſteemed rough, haughty, 
and aſſuming. GoR6o, the wife of LEONIDAS, was one day aſked 
the reaſon, © Why the ladies of her country had ſo great a power 
“ over uy men?“ * Becauſe (anſwered ſhe) they alone produce 
« men. It was the opinion of LycuRGvus, that the inclinations 
of the mother have a furprizing effect upon the children, as well as 
her arts of perſuaſion on the huſband. So he has contrived to unite 
their ſentiments with each other's, and the laws of the republick, by 
obliging them to a ſimilitude of manners, and training them to war- 
like exerciſes. Then wonder not that VENUs is adored in amour 
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L vr Ty BR by this people. Every citizen muſt marry at the age of thirty; and 
3 vvhoever has contributed four children to the common ſtock, is diſs 
charged by law from all painful ſervices. The married ladies wear 
veils, and the unmarried ones appear without any. The former are 
ſuppoſed to be contented with their preſent huſband, and the latter 
are deſirous to gain one. Virgins are wedded without a dower, and 
a temporary exchange of wives is allowed in the city. An old man 
may make over his wife to a younger, and a new bridegroom muſt 
viſit his ſpouſe by ſtealth. Theſe are the odd paſſages in the con- 
nubial laws of Sparta. 


The Ephebi are enjoined many hardſhips, while all who are in the 
claſs of men are indulged in an honourable tranquillity, and exemp- 
tion from thoſe toils. Publick lodgings are ſet apart for them ; they 

lie down together on beds of reeds, and are taught never to give | 
way to ſleep from a love of indolence, but merely to refreſh them 
ſelves, and according to the dictates of nature. They uſe no oint- 
ments, nor any bath but the river Eurotas. The combats of the 
Ephebi are extremely fierce ; and no man is at liberty to own him- 
ſelf conquered. They are forbid to drink, unleſs it be to quench 
their thirſt; and, in order to force them to ſobriety, it is enacted, 
that in the darkeſt nights they ſhall go home without torches. 'Thou 
mayſt obſerve, CLEANDER, to what low minuteneſſes the care of 
LycURGUs has deſcended ; becauſe he well knew that the manners 
of a ſtate in trifles are of conſequence to ſupport its ſtrength. 


The Spartans eat together in common halls. Each table has a 
ſelect company; and no man is admitted to any one of them with- 
out the general conſent of the members who frequent it. This is 
done with a view to prevent any interruption in the converſation, 

and 
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and that no'citizen may be uneaſy; at the ſeaſons appointed for relax- 
ation. Every man ſends in a monthly contribution for the mainte- 
nance of the entertainments; and it is expected he ſhould come 
 thither, without having privately feaſted at his own houſe.” One 
inſtance of ſuch luxury, if brought” to light, would be attended 
with infamy. They fit down without any diftinction of age, and 
are waited on by the boys, to whom they preſeribe ſilenee. It is 
not an uneommon thing at theſe times to put ſubtle queſtions to the 
youth; and if they fail of returning a ſhort; clear, pertinent, and 
ready anſwer, they are puniſhed by the head of the claſs. After 
dinner they make ſome of their ſlaves drunk, with a view to inſtil 
an abhorrence of that crime into their children. The inhumanity 
of this practice is more odious, than the deſign of it is commend- 
able. The ordinary table-talk of the Spartans is remarkably im- 
proving. Their diſcourſe turns chiefly on virtue, liberty, a contempt 
of other nations, their own form of government, the character of 
their lawgiver, and the hiſtory of their great men. Theſe ſubjects 
are always uppermoſt in a Spartan's thoughts. 


After ſo many particulars recited at large of this people, I flatter 
myſelf, that thy friendſhip will induce thee to be a little inquiſitive 
after me. Within a few days I ſhall enter into the claſs of men, as 
thou mayſt eaſily gueſs, very highly to my comfort ; and to com- 
plete me as a citizen, I am lately become a ſharer in the lands of the 
ſtate; for a Spartan, with whom I had contracted an intimate ac- 
quaintance, died ſince my return from Thebes, without any rela- 
tions, and left me the heir to his lot. Believe me, CLEANDER, it 
was with no reluctance that I exchanged the ſumptuous cookery, 
and the feaſts of Aſia, for the black broth and the ſordid diet of this 
city. Let me confeſs to thee, however, that I called up all the 
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ir youth, 
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bears down every conſideration. of 


in the breaſt of the faithful CRATIPPUS. And 


when I reflect on the labours of Lacedzmon in profound peace, I 


erfeiting an unwilling 


t 


m coun 
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ir fondneſs for the comparative repoſe of war; 
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ation. of thoſe rough ſports, in the Paleſtrz of the 


t 


priva 


nor is it a virtue in thoſe men to deſpiſe death, who lead a life of 


where I have acted by turns the part of the victor and the van- 
which they have reaſon to be weary. 


powers of diſſimulation to my help, 
quiſhed. But the king's ſervice 


do not wonder at the 
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CLEANDER 70 SMERDIS. 


Donne the whole courſe of my buſy and dangerous employ- LETTER 
ment, never have I more' ardently wiſhed for the company of — 8 
my old friends, the partners of my ſtudious and ſpeculative years, £ 
than I did this morning in the ſacred grove of laurel, which leads 

from the temple to the brow of the hill. Thither I retired, full of 

the reflections which this remarkable place muſt ſuggeſt; and how 

did I regret thoſe charming converſations of our Bactrian ſolitude !_ 

Where the venerable SMERD1s would lead the inquiſitive CLEAN- 

DER into the higheſt ſubjects, would hear his objections, redreſs his 

errors, direct his reaſonings, and warm his heart. What new lights. 

are thrown upon a queſtion by thoſe friendly debates ! And, for 

want of ſuch communication, how am 1 ſtopped every moment in 

my courſe of thinking, while I am tracing to their original the im- 


poſture and ſuperſtition, which bring to theſe altars the adoration 
and the wealth of all Greece ! 


- Vader theſe a 3 me, , gentle Mage, ſhould I : 
fall into miſtakes, or even controvert ſome opinions which prevail 
among our eaſtern ſages: for never can I be perſuaded that the 
oracles, which we ſee ſcattered through this land of idolatry, are 
under the immediate guidance of the great enemy of truth and or- 
der; that the knowledge of future events delivered there is an ema- 
nation from the impious ARIMAN1Us ; and that ſuch are the me- 
thods by v which he eſtabliſhes the kingdom of error, and diverts the 


worſhip 


* | - 


; 
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” LEASES wertdy of mankind from its only true object. How hard is | the 
L——— ſuppoſition, that the juſt, the benign ORoMAsDEs ſhould ſuffer the 


human mind, confined and fallible as he created it, to be thus un- 
equally attacked, thus invincibly deluded? And what a prepoſterous 


diſpenſation is it, that where he is adored with that purity which 


reaſon dictates, and his own prophet has preſcribed, no ſuch divine 


communications are vouchſafed; while he permits the book of fate 


to be opened near every venerable grove and romantick fountain in 


Greece, for the purpoſes of impiety and e 4 


But we need not fear any ſuch concluſion. OROMASDES ſpeaks | 
to all men by the great voice of reaſon and nature, and to the purer 
Eaſt by his ſacred volume. By theſe ways the ſupreme Wiſdom 
teaches us what we are concerned to know; and we cannot expect 
to be indulged in the vain curioſity of foreſeeing what cannot be 
prevented. Nor is ARIMANIUS to be charged with revealing thoſe 
ſecrets. From all I could obſerve in this ſeat of divination, we are 
not to recur to any preternatural power. Blind devotion and artful: 


management will explain the whole myſtery ; and men are deceived : 
but by men. 5 | | " 


As ſoon as one begins to aſcend the ſacred mountain, every thing 
appears adapted to inſpire a religious horror. The ancient trees 
hanging over the rock on each ſide the temple, and the rock itſelf 
opening into a rude kind of ſemicircle, whoſe echoes increaſe the 
confuſed voices, and the ſound of the trumpets, which always make 
part of the ceremony; the magnificence of the buildings, and the 
richneſs and elegance of the conſecrated gifts, ſufficient of themſelves 
to ſtrike the imagination, are particularly pointed out and exagge- 
rated by a ſet of men whoſe buſineſs it is to wait upon ſtrangers ; 
and who, I obſerved, endeayoured to lead them into ſome account of 


them- 
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n and the circumſtances which brought them to conſult 
The * | a 7 

After ly: Sakai the various ſacrifices and purifications, 
without which the temple is not to be approached, they are con- 
ducted thither.; their head muffled up in their garments, and trum- . 
pets blowing all round them, that no ſight or ſound of evil omen 
may interrupt the proceſſion. This indeed makes a moſt ridiculous 
appearance; and what with the ſolemnity, the noiſe, and the un- 
eaſy poſture they walk in, they are quite fatigued and confounded by 
the time they get to the cell, where they wait with their queſtions 
in their hands. While they are in this devout expeQation, they are 
ſometimes refreſhed with the moſt fragrant odours iſſuing from the 
inmoſt receſſes of the temple. - - As this is a token of the Deity's pe- 
culiar favour, it ſcarcely ever happens but when ſome . of con- 
| ſequence i 1s among the ſuppliants. 


; in the mean time water is brought to the Pythia from the Caſta- 
lian fountain, and ſhe chews the leaves of the ſacred laurel, to pre- 
pare her for the prophetick office. Immediately ſhe ruſhes into the 
ſanctuary, her hair diſhevelled, her colour changed, her eyes roll- 
ing, foaming at the mouth, and with all the marks of fury and 
diſtraction. She throws down the cenſers and the laurel branches 
that ſtand in her way ; and at laſt is ſeated upon the tripod by the 


attending prieſts, and delivers the anſwer of the god 1 in a ious and 
hollow voice. | | 


Thou wilt imagine I muſt be attentive to ſo extraordinary a ſpec- 
tacle; and every circumſtance brought to my mind the tradition 
they have here, about the firſt diſcovery of the prophetick cave, 

over 
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over which the tripod is placed. Some goats, they tell us; browing 


upon the edge, ſuddenly fell into a kind of madneſs, leaping and 
making ſtrange noiſes. The goat-herd ran to the cave, and, look- 


ing down into it, was ſeized in the ſame manner; his features were 
diſtorted, and the tone of his voice altered, juſt as it happens to the 
Pythia, and the ſpirit of divination came upon him. This ſurelß 
points out to us a phyſical ſolution : we know the vapours ariſing 


from different parts of the earth have very ſenſible effects upon the 


human body. There are exhalations that cauſe inſtant death ; there 
are caverns that ſtupify for a time: and may not the Caſtalian foun- 
tain, running through the ſame ſoil, partake of the ſame qualities? 
May not the laurel too promote the epileptick ſymptoms ?. Such 18 


the nature of that plant, according to the obſervation of Hippo- 
CRATES ; and hence perhaps it is dedicated to AroL Lo, the author 


of enthuſiaſm, and bears a principal part in all the rites of divina- 


tion. There are inſtances where the paroxyſm has been ſo violent, 
that even the ſacred miniſters were terrified, and left the Pythia to 


herſelf; and not long ſince ſhe died in the operation, having taken 


probably too ſtrong a doſe, Beſides, on any other principles, 
what can this fury mean? Can it ſerve any purpoſe, but that 


of amuſing and confounding the multitude ? Can a madman ſee 
further into futurity than one in his ſenſes? And ſhould not the 


mind in its undiſturbed ſtate be fitteſt to converſe with a ſuperior 


intelligence! ? 


How different is the diſpoſition of the holy men amongſt whom 
thou reſideſt! Abſtracted indeed from the world, but not unfit for 


it, not heated by paſſion, nor ſunk into melancholy, they are pre- 
pared to receive the divine influence; and if ſuch influence, after 


the copious ſtreams ſhed upon our great lawgiver, {till deſcends upon 


the 
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the ſons of men, it muſt be upon theſe his ſueceſſors. The effe@ts L 1 2 „ 
at leaſt are worthy of ſo ſublime an original. Theſe ſages are not — 
employed in giving doubtful anſwers to trifling or impious queſtions, 
in encouraging a curioſity deſtructive both of happineſs and virtue; 

but in one great ſcheme of benevolence and inſtruction, in cor- 

recting the miſtaken, ſuccouring the unfortunate, pointing out 


the great truths of e and n the way to the practice 
of it. 145544 | 


Re: the oracles were all delivered in verſe ; but they were 
generally in ſo bad a taſte, and ſometimes ſo lame and irregular, 18 
that as the age grew more critical, they could not be borne any 
longer. It was too plain an abſurdity, that Homer and HESsTOD 
ſhould be greater maſters of the art than the god of poetry, who 
inſpired them; and therefore he now uſually ſpeaks in proſe. But, 

to preſerve the ancient form, there is a band of poets ready, who 
reduce the anſwers into meaſure, and may be uſeful alſo to give them ; 
ente and coherence pos en. 


Not that ſenſe and coherence are 1 thought neceſſary. 
god adapts himſelf to the genius of his votaries; and to thoſe who 
admire moſt what they leaſt underſtand, he condeſcends to give 
words without a meaning, from which they ſeldom fail to pick out 
ſomething applicable to their wiſhes or their fears. A certain de- 
gree of obſcurity is eſſential to every oracle; it becomes the dignity 
of the power who diſpenſes them ; and, it were profane to expoſe 
the divine ſecrets too plainly to the unhallowed vulgar. Thus does 
| ſuperſtition impoſe upon itſelf, . and leaves fraud and contrivance 
little to do. Not but in thoſe caſes where more caution is required, 


the fineſt artiſices are employed to ſupport the credit of the .. * 
vor. 11. : P 1 . 
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L. RTTER than way f life, the paſſions, the expectations, the very countenance, 5 
— of the conſultor is attended to. Where the probability lies — 


on one ſide of the queſtion, the- anſwer inclines that way. Gene- 
rally it. is ſo adjuſted; as tolerably to ſuit either event; and where 1 
publick buſineſs. is the ſubject, and more eyes are turned upon it, 
there it is particularly involved and ambigueus. The Delphick 
ſhrine, however, has the reputation of ſpeaking plainly; and the 


reſt of the prophetick gods and heroes, and even APOLLO himſelf, N 


from his other temples, ſend their worſhippers * to 0: Weir 
e farther revealed. 8 


While 1 was — the ſacred. 8988 and obſerved almoſt in 


every room ſome coſtly offering of Cxorsus, Þ could net but pity 


chat unfortunate prince, whoſe dependance on this very oraele loſt lim 


dus, P pointed to CRORSUs's golden lion, and ſaid; See there a 


„ memorial of a different nature. The god who gave a ſanction to 


the conſtitutions of your lawgiver, ſent the no leſs devout Lydian 


© monarch on an expedition titat ruined hm; and as he eſtabliſhed 


one ee he overturned another.) 


The ond mender du tile eto ce the preſents were, 
IL. took- notice, of the ſame age with thoſe: laſt mentioned. The 
multitude indeed till flocks-to theſe altars; and the ſtates of Greece, 
on every great occaſion of conqueſt: or deliverance, ftill dedicate a 
ſtatue, or ere& a trophy. But the men of: underſtanding and con- 


ſequence: no longer repoſe that truſt in the deciſions: from Delphi, 


which their anceſtors: uſed: to do. The inſtances of influence and 
corruption, which theſe. later times have afforded, muſt indeed be 
ſuffieient 


xt 
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the teryple, was the price of diving the Piſiftratidze out of Athens; 
Mg ene Hher1as is not ꝓet forpotten ut the Perfian Tout, 
omplain, that while the <ppolize faction tid whe ce 


of the rheed tailings,” bas Bpartais, hb cenfeled tie wands, 


(whatever their queſtions were,) had Aways the ſume anſwer re- 
turned them; © that they ſhould * reſtore Hberty *» Athens. The 


like intereſted motives prevailed upon the Pythia, Perialla, to pro- 


nounce DAMARATUS illegitimate ; and we have heard the old men 
of XERxXE8's court deſcribe the ſatisfaction the exiled king expreſſed, 
-when he heard at Thermopylz that the impious prieſteſs was con- 
victed and deprived. The taſte that begins to prevail all over this 


country for real ſcience, and the free debates upon the great prin- 
ciples of nature and religion, which are held at Athens particularly, 


will go on to expoſe the impoſture; and I foreſee, without conſult- 
ing the god, that in the next age his propheſies will be ridiculed, and 


his ar 3 


One word more, to obviate a prejudice relating to this oracle, 
which is ſpread over the Eaſt. The panick which ſeized the troops 
of XIRXESs, when they came near Delphi, has been wonderfully 
magnified. Thunders are ſaid to have burſt from Parnaſſus, and 


ſtones to have rolled down its ſides, in defence of the holy place. 
The attempt upon it indeed miſcarried ; but the ſame army plun- 


dered and burnt a ſumptuous temple of the fame deity at Abz, 


which, it ſhould ſeem, he was ad concerned to Protect. 


May we, holy Mage, bs content with, ey make the beſt uſe of 


the . time this 1 is the method to lay in happineſs for futurity. 


P 2 The 


Gificient 10 — a6 ireDnd ent docile he. TETD., 


zadice., Ie pbrtico of Puriun marble, Which at 1 che front f | 
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n The wiſe and gracious OROMAsDEs has given us prudence 
3 gacity ſufficient for the common events of life; and where the pro- 
ſpect is clouded, and out ef the reach of our view, we may ſafel 


$ 


* 


truſt ourſelves in thoſe hands from whence we came, and whither we 
are to return. It is ridiculous to hope for information from above 
upon every trifle; and a traveller through Greece muſt remark; that 
oracles are much the moſt frequent in Bœotia, which is by no means 
the country of wits or philoſophers. ord #5: ws bred 
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LETTER cxxI. 


Turapnanns to Cunanpen, : Fron rachel. 


Wi, 1 enjoy, l an pablo ſubſiſtence i in che LETTER 


court of ARTAXERXES, it would ſhew great ingratitude in 
me not to acknowledge, that the ſource of all my good fortune was 


CXXI. 
— 


from thee. During the ſhort time I have been in Perſia, I have 


borne a ſhare in the publick mourning, and loſt a generous patron 
In MEGABYZUS. He received me with great humanity, and was 


pleaſed with the deſi ign * I had drawn for a repoſitory of that valuable 


collection which thou ſenteſt him out of Greece. The materials were 
in readineſs for beginning the work, if his death had not prevented 
it. But I was fo fortunate as to be made known, through his re- 


commendation, to the other ſatraps of this magnificent court, and | 


even to the great king ; and a little before MzGaByzus's death was 
promoted to an employment under OTANEs, ſuperintendant of the 


: royal palaces. The province aſſigned me was to carry on the orna- 


ments of the ſplendid palace of Perſepolis, to which improvements 
have been made by every ſucceeding prince from CrRus, who. is 
eſteemed the founder. To pay the laſt reſpect to my excellent be- 
nefactor, I came hither ! in the mournful retinue which attended his 


obſequies ; I ſaw him here entombed in the royal mount, among the 


graves of the Perſian monarchs. About four hundred feet diſtance 
from the citadel, the ſame rock of black marble, on which that is 
ſituated, riſes to a conſiderable height; and in it are cut many cells 
and apartments, but into them no living perſon ever deicends, and the 
coffins are let down by machines from the top. 


, See Letter lxxxix. 


There 
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There is a ſtate and mii in the ſtructure in ena of 


this palace, that ſtrikes every beholder with pleaſure and amazement, 


It ſtands north-eaſt of the city, commanding that ſpacious valley 
through which runs the river Araxes. The rock for threeſcore 


acres appears to have been. cut into form, with immenſe coſt and 9 


toil, for the foundation of this marvellous pile. Nothing can be | 


more ſtately than the double Bight of Rairs which leads to the fut 
platform of the palace, by ninety-five Reps from the pla below. 


The ſteps are fo commodioufly contrived, and of fach a breadth 
from one tide to the other, that twelve horfemen may with great 
eaſe ride up a-breaft. The aſcent to the upper court is by a ſecond 
flight of ſtairs, with a large landing half way, after the mariner of 


- the firſt. The ſides of the rock, both to the lower and upper plat- 
form, are cut in a perpendicular ſteep, and ornamented with figures. 


in relievo ; thoſe upon the firſt in a rude groteſque ftile; but thoſe 
upon the ſides of the ſecond, which repreſents a proceflion and fa 


 erifice after a victory, are performed in a better taſte. The citadd 


at the eaſt end of the palace is encircled with three walls, each rifing 


above the other; the firſt ſixteen cubits high, the ſecond twice that 
height, and the laſt threeſcore. They are entered by ſeven gates of 


| burniſhed braſs. From the ſummit of this citadel there is a moſt 


extenſive proſpe&, circumſcribed only by the heavens themſelves. 
There is not in theſe Aſiatick buildings the ſame ſymmetry and pro- 
portion which we ſo much boaſt of in Greece; but there is in them 
ſomething more great and ſtupendous than can perhaps reſult from 
the more regular deſigns of art. It cannot always be faid, that the 
workmanſhip ſurpaſſes the materials; and yet the labour that has 
been employed in the ſeveral parts is incredible. The buildings 
upon the upper platform are of porphyry ; which, notwithſtanding 
the hardneſs of the ſtone, is inlaid in many places with a great va- 
riety of other coſtly marbles, repreſenting, in Moſaick, human figures, 

e 
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every object like a ſteel mirror, which extremely heightens the luſtre 
of the gold upon the freeze, corniſhes, and flutings of the pillars. 
The famous vine in the king bedehamber, which ſpreads its branches 


over the royal bed, is, in my opinion, better deviſed tlian· executed · 
The ſtalk and branches are of burniſfied gold, and the cluſters of 


orient pearl mixed with rubies of great value. The bedſtead like- 


wiſe is of gold, and the footſtool alone eſtimated at three thouſand 


talents. The tate in the preſence chamber i is ſupported with four 
columns of the ſame metal, thick- ſet with precious ſtones; ; and the 
: coverings are of purple embroidered with various colours. 


In che bas-rellefs about this palace, are Seeber mlt of he 


civil and religious ceremonies of the Perfians;” and under proper 
J was amazed to ſee upon 
one of the walls, an image of monſtrous ſhape; with many arms, 
like the Briareus of the Grecian poets, till I diſcovered that ern | 


emblems; the doctrines of tlie Magi. 


N1vs, the 8 of all . was meant by it. 


janiſcapes, beaſts, and: flowers. The inner walls of the ſtate apart- L 
ments are of black marble, ſo: exquiſitely” poliſhed, that they reſlec·t⁊äĩ 


111 


rasa 
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There is near the entrance of the great hall I tablet; twent yy = 


feet in height from the ground, inſeribed with myſterious cha 


The kind of writing is known to few. Some have attributed the 


invention of it to an eminent ſage called BerTzs HAZZER,. who 
was ſatrap of the province of Babylon under the later Aſſyrian 
kings, and bore conſiderable honours, after the diſſolution of the 
empire, in the courts of CY Ax A RES and CY RUS. From an Hebrew 


captive he was raiſed to à ſtate of ſovereign dignity, for his extra- 
ordinary wiſdom and uncommon endowments. It is recorded of 


him, that he was poſſeſſed of a ſpirit of divination, and exactly 
ay the great revolutions that happened in thoſe times. His 
| | | know- 


* 


\ 
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—＋ to enlarge the mind and embelliſh life; and what makes me mention 
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knowledge extended itſelf to all thoſe ſciences and arts that tend 


him with the greater fondneſs i is this, that he not only encouraged 


the improvement of arts in others, but was a maſter in ſeveral of 
them, and particularly in architecture. Some ſtrokes of his genius, 


I am told, appear in the plan and ſtructure of this palace; and a 


conſiderable part of that at Suſa, where he long reſided, was built 
by him. It is a moſt finiſhed deſign, and ſhews his ſingular good 
taſte in building. To this BELTESHAZZER, ſome maintain, the 
peculiar ſimplicity of the Perſian worſhip is owing; and ZOROAS- | 
TER, they ſay, had never appeared as a reformer of the Magian | 
principles, if BELTESHAZZER had not firſt been. The royal 


favour, by which he was eminently diſtinguiſhed under the new 


monarch after the taking of Babylon, having created him the envy 5 
of the other ſatraps, they plotted to deſtroy him, by obtaining a de- 


cree from CYAXARES of ſuch a nature as they knew the religion of 


the Jews, to which he firmly adhered, would inevitably oblige him 

to tranſgreſs. The king having inadvertently ſigned the decree, 
could not ſave him without weakening his own authority ; and the 
penalty for tranſgreſſing required that he ſhould be expoſed to lions. 
The ſtory is ſet forth in ſculpture upon an inner wall of this palace, 
where the king is ſeated in ſtate with the inſignia of royalty; and a 
priſoner brought in chains before him, who, by the ſolemnity of 
the proceeding, appears to be a perſon of eminence: for on one ſide 
the throne are ranged the grandees of his court, and on the other 

the Magi; and a ſelect number of prieſts and nobles are withdrawn 

apart, and ſeem to expoſtulate with one another concerning the pri- 
ſoner. Under theſe is placed a guard of ſix ranks of pikes, both 
men and arms in full proportion. With great unwillingneſs CT- 


AXARES gave up his able and faithful counſellor. He was ſhut up 
in a cave of lions. But thoſe ſavage animals had no power over 
3 - him, 
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him, and after having remained a night in this confinement, he was LETTER © 


CXXI: 


taken out unhurt, to the great confuſion of his enemies. This con- 


firmed the king in the opinion which he entertained before of his 


ſanQity, and convinced all men that BELTESHAZZER was a perſon 


peculiarly fayoured by the gods. As a memorial of this ſtory, there 
are, within an arch near the paſſage leading to the ſubterranean 


apartments, the figure of a man with long hair, to ſhew the eminent 
rank of the perſon, and a lion lying tamely at his feet, in ſign of this 


miraculous eſcape. This i is obvious enough. But more of the ſculp- 
ture upon theſe walls is in the hieroglyphick way, altogether wrapt 
up in ſymbols. To form theſe ſymbols, they make uſe not only of 


natural animals, but chimerical and fabulous ones; as beaſts with 


wings, and birds with four feet. > age images of the: ſeveral 
ſtates and empires that are or have b The Aﬀyrian monarchy 


is figured by a winged lion with a crown upon its head, implying 


the quick progreſs of its conqueſts. Thus the ram being the. royal 
enſign of Perſia, the ram's head, ſeen upon the pillars here, with horns 
one higher than the other, was expreſſive of the Medo-Perſian em- 
pire. By the combats and fierce encounters of the natural or ficti- 


tious animals, are ſet forth the wars of different countries, and the 
events of thoſe wars determining the fate of empires. There is like- 


wiſe an hieroglyphick language uſed in the writings of the eaſtern 


ſages, which bears, I am told, a ſtriet — to this ä 
i * * * * * cetera. 2 
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LETTER ee 


CLEANDER „% sas, From Delphi. | 


I THOUGHT it would be unpardonable, while I ae in che 
land of oracles, to neglect paying a viſit at the cave of TROPHO- 


N1VUs, which is attended even with a greater variety of ſtrange cir- 
cumſtances, than the ſhrine at Delphi, and differs in the myſterious 


terror of its ceremonies from all others in the world. On mention-. 
ing the ſcheme to my companions, they readily cloſed in with it. 
PROCLES and I contrived, each of us, to form a queſtion, which we 
might propoſe when we arrived there ; and engaged old AnchIAsG 
to reſerve one of his family-doubts for the reſolution of the demi- 


god. We journeyed in a few days from Delphi to Lebadea ; and on 


one fide of the town entered a very beautiful and romantick foreſt, 
which they call the grove of TROTRHONIUsS *. The river Her- 
cynna winds through it. On the fide of a riſing ground ſtands the 
temple, ſupported by brazen pillars; in the midſt of it is the en» 
trance into the prophetick cavern. We furniſhed ourſelves with , 
ſome cakes dipped in honey, and narrow ladders, according to our 
inſtructions ; and proceeded in good order up the hill. Early in 
the morning the prieſts met us, in their formalities, at the door of a 


building dedicated to Good Fortune, where we were commanded to 


remain ſome hours. They aſked, what were our reſpective difficul- 
ties; and told us, we muſt make an offering to ApoLLo, SATURN, 


JorirER, Jo No, and CERES. Victims. were brought out with all 


* Pauſan. Bœotic. 


ſpeed ; 
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ſpeed; and the bowels being inſpected, it was declared the deity 
would be favourable; and then we were invited to make a repaſt 


LETTER 


out of the leavings of the altar. I took the freedom to inquire, if 


any other rites muſt be performed, before we were permitted to de- 
ſcend. The holy men who waited on us looked at me with ſuch 
indignation, that I began to find I had made a falſe ſtep. One of 
them immediately entered into fo large a detail of luſtrations and 
_ expiations, which were neceſlary for paſt offences, that I would have 
given a thouſand Daricks to have been that moment fſactificing a 
Bactrian ox in the Mithriack cell, rather than that this idle curioſity | 
ſhould have drawn me into a perplexing farce, ſo inconſiſtent with 
the genius of true religion. At the cloſe of the evening we were 
informed it was time to break off our divine meditations, and walk 

down to the river, conducted by two boys about thirteen: years of 
age. In the mean time the prieſts buſied themſelves in offering a 
ram to AGAMEDRS, on whoſe auſpicious aſpect depends the ratifi- 

cation of the former omens. As we were undrefling to bathe, 
| PRocL Es, with his uſual vivacity, whiſpered me, that © he was 
„% amazed how one conſultor of an oracle could look upon another 
« without laughing.” That ceremony ended, two doſes of water 
were adminiſtered to each of us; the one called Lethe, to drown 

the remembrance of thoſe things which ſo lately were the greateſt 
part of our concerns and the other Mnemoſyne, to make us retain 
the memory of whatever was to be exhibited in our deſcent. Nobody 
but ARcHr1as could bear theſe draughts with a pious reſignation. My 
head was ſo intoxicated with them, that I was in a fit condition to 
receive every thing the prieſts ſhould tell me, and to enter the cave 
with a religious kind of horror. After an obeiſance or two to a fine 
ſtatue of DæDALVs's workmanſhip, we were arrayed in linen ha- 
bits adorned with ribbons, and the venerable Theban ſtepped for- 
2 to che mouth of the cave. He was rolled 1 into it, and conti- 
85 ik 1 . 5 nued 
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nued there for an hour. When he came out, (which was with his 
feet foremoſt,) the natural gravity of my friend's face ſeemed height- 


ened into an inflexible dulneſs. He was preſently conveyed to the 


| ſeat of Mnemoſyne, and having related what he had ſeen and heard- 


very confuſedly, he was conducted into the temple of Good Fortune, 


where he was adviſed to ſtay, till he ſhould be reſtored to his former 


ſenſes. PROcLESs and I were ſo aſtoniſhed at this appearance, that 
I believe the terror of entering into the cell made an alteration in our 


looks, almoſt equal to that which might be expected on returning 


from it. However, it was too late to withdraw. PROCLES went 

through all the forms in the ſame manner with ARCHIAS;; and when . 
he roſe again above ground, he was no more the lively, the hu- 
morous companion [I had converſed with; every laughing feature 


was ſtruck out of his countenance. My turn being next, though I 


knew the whole to be an impudent impoſture, yet it occurred to me, 


there muſt be ſomewhat contagious in it, ſince PROCLEs had the 


| ſame ſentiments; and, if it had been poſſible, the good ſenſe of the 
man would have ſaved him from this extraordinary ſtupefaction. In 
great anxiety therefore I deſired leave to ſpeak with my acquaint- 


ance, that had gone through the operation, but was hurried into 
the cave without a moment's pauſe. When I fell down, I was be- 
ſet on the ſudden with a miſt, and not having underſtanding enough 


to be certain whether I was awake or in a dream, conjecture that I 


received a blow upon the head, which ſtunned me. Soon after, I 


fancied that I ſaw an immenſe gap * reſembling an hollowed ſphere. 


It had a darkneſs, not till, but thick and agitated. 'I ſhook at the 


dreadful noiſes of beaſts, and groans 'of men and women, chat iſſued 


* See Plut. p. 590. vol. ii. par. 1624. In his Treatiſe of SocramEs's Dzmon, 
where one 'TiMarcavs, deſirous to be inſtructed in the nature of it, is' ſaid to have 
viſited TROPHONIVS, and ſeen an allegorical viſion, WAKER 1 is related. and Oey at 
large. 


from 
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voice pronounced ſome obſcure words, by way of anſwer to my in- 


terrogatories, that are not worthy to be blotted on my paper. As 


ſoon as the voice ceaſed, I was dragged out of the cell, paſſed a ſe- 


vere examination, and having refreſhed myſelf in the temple, we, 
the next morning-at break of N took our leave of Tuornoxivus 
5 1 uy 1 


In my way backt to Delphi, I made a vow 2 the hallowed groves 


of our prophet, that I would not again torture my imagination to 
find queſtions for an oracle, convinced more than ever, that a man's 


own * is the 25 dæmon to be * in real difficultics. 


Whence: it proceeds, Onsaiczs, I cannot- wk but there is fome- 


thing in darkneſs that calls up the fears, and diſturbs the cheerfulneſs, 
of human nature. For which. reaſon I am. often offended at thoſe 
who repreſent a ſecret grot, or a gloomy cavern, as the immediate 
place of his preſence, whoſe -moſt perfect emblem is the . radiant 
MͤirhRAS, expoſed for ever in the glorious concave of the heavens, 
to engage the eyes and worſhip of the rational part of his creation. 


4. 


he 
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from an nnd depth. At laſt al was huſhed, and a "fall LETTER 
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horſe, who were ſcouring the country: the deputies immediately 
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I. k T T E R OEM 
CLEAN DER to Gonryas, Chief Scribe. 


No ſooner received information that the plague, which has raged 
the whole ſummer at Athens with great violence, was conſider- 
ably abated, than I determined to ſet out on my return thither; and 
as the roads at that ſeaſon of the year are much infeſted with parties 
of ſoldiers, both of the Peloponneſian and Athenian allies, I took 


hold of an opportunity, which fortune threw in my way, to join 


the train of CALLIAS and NAUSICLES, the Athenian deputies to 
the aſſembly of the Amphictyons, who were preparing for their 
journey home at the ſaws time with myſelf. I experienced the good 

effects of travelling under their protection; for, upon the borders 
of the territories of Attica, we fell in with a party of Bœotian light- 


ſent to acquaint the commanding officer with their character, which, 
by the law of nations, and the general practice of the Greeks, was 


ſufficient to ſecure them and their retinue from any arreſt or vexa- 


tion in their paſſage., The officer behaved with great politeneſs on 


this occaſion, and prevented, by his authority, the violence with 


which the rough ſoldiers, greedy of ſpoil, were preparing to lay _ 
under contribution. The reſt of our journey paſſed without any re- 


markable incident. The morning after our arrival, CALLIAS and 


NAvus1CLES made a report, firſt in the ſenate, and afterwards before 
the aſſembly of the people, of their behaviour in the Amphictyonick 
council, as repreſentatives of the commonwealth of Athens. They 


gave in the roll of contributions which were laid upon all the Grecian 
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ſtates, for the enlargements and repairs of the temple of Delphi, - LETTER 


part in carrying on ſo pious a work. They related a ſpeech made 


by th ec deputies of Corinth againſt the Athenians, for erecting a 


chapel in the temple of Delphi, in memory of the battle near Nau- 
pactus; which concluded with a motion, that a fine ſhould be ſet 
upon them by the Amphictyons, for the celebrating victories of the 
Greeks over each other, in the ſame place where their conqueſts 
over barbarians alone were conſecrated to poſterity. But Nav- 
sIcLESs exerted himſelf with ſuch activity in oppoſition to it, by 
| ſhewing, amongſt other things, that the Athenians had done nothing 
unprecedented, but only followed the example of the Bceotians, 
who erected ſtatues in the ſame temple, after the defeat of the Athe- 


nians at Tanagra, that the Corinthians were forced to drop their 


motion. When the report was finiſhed, the people unanimouſly 


approved what had been done in their name by CALLIAS and NAu- 


SICLES, and likewiſe decreed: them crowns of gold, for their vindi- 
cation of Athens againſt the unjuſt aſperſions of the Corinthians, 
Their embaſſy expired with the uſual compliment of being Wye 
to a n entertainment in — e 


The 1 18 Fas this time + oxtinidy ceaſed; FW 3 it abated 


3 with the heats of the ſummer. L aſked HiPPOCRATES, 
what number he thought it had deſtroyed ? He told me, by the 
moſt exact computation he could make, it had carried off no leſs 


than four thouſand four hundred citizens, (not to mention ſtrangers,) | 


amongſt whom the order of the Hippeis had loſt three hundred for 
| their ſhare, So. terrible a depopulation, one ſhould, think, noble 
ſcribe, would inſpire this ſtate with humble and moderate ſentiments, 


and a deſire of reſtoring the tranquillity of Greece, But this is ſo- 


far from being the caſe, that their ſpirits are more raiſed than ever, 


by 
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by a relation ſent hither by DEMOSTHENES; of a defeat which the 
— Acarnanians and Argives, under his conduct, have given to the Am- 
bracians and Peloponneſians under that of Eu xxLOHuvs. 


x 
1 ? 4 


The Ambracians having entered Acarnania with eight thouſand - 


heavy-armed foot, took poſſeſſion of a fort called Olpis, which is ö 
built on the top of a hill not far from the ſea. There EuRYLOCHUs | 


joined them with a body of Peloponneſians, who, by marching 3 


through by-ways, eſcaped the vigilance of ſome Acarnanian troops, 
that lay in wait to intercept them. A few days after this junction, 
a ſquadron of twenty Athenian ſhips appeared in the gulph of Am- 5 
bracia, and DEMOSTHENES, with an army of Acarnanians and Ar- 
gives, (to whom were added three hundred Meſſenians and ſixty 
Athenian archers,) came up, and pitched his camp in ſight of the 
enemy. The two armies remained quiet two days, but early on the 


ſixteenth began an engagement that laſted till evening. DEMOs- 


THENES with great judgment foreſeeing where the ſtreſs of the action 
muſt lie, placed four hundred Peltaſtai, or Targetiers, in a hollow 
way covered with buſhes, which extended itſelf along the flank of 
his right wing. The enemy's left making a motion to ſurround . 


him, met with a vigorous reſiſtance in front, and was charged at the 


ſame time ſo briſkly in the rear by the ambuſcade, that, after a ſhort 


diſpute, they threw down their arms and fled. EvrxyLocuvus him- 


ſelf was killed in endeavouring to rally his men. In another part of 
the field the enemy's right wing, compoſed chiefly of Ambracians, 1 
who are reckoned the moſt warlike people in thoſe parts, broke the 
left of DEMOSTHENES, and puſhed it to the walls of Argos; but 
returning in diſorder from the purſuit, the Athenian general ad- 
vanced againſt them with his victorious troops, and obliged them to 
take refuge within the walls of Olpis. The next morning MENEs- ” 
DATUS, who ſucceeded EuRYLOCHvus in the command, propoſed 


to 
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to DimosTHENES to ſurrender the fortreſs, upon condition 
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ſhould. be permitted to retire with the Peloponneſian forces veg 1 


to which the latter conſented, with a view of rendering the Lace- 


dæmonians odious amongſt their allies for deſerting the Ambracians. 


DzMOSTHENES, after ſetting up a trophy and burying his dead, de- 
camped with his army to oppoſe the remainder of the Ambracian 


forces, who, he had received intelligence, were marching to the aſ- 


ſiſtance of their countrymen. - He found them engaged in the 
ſtreights of Idomene, where his ſuperior ſkill in the art of war, 

and a perfect knowledge of the country, en: 
plete victory. For having ſent a detachment to ſeize the paſſages of 
the mountains, he marched with the reſt along the great road, and 


beat up the Ambracian quarters ſo ſuddenly, chat the outguards 


made but very little reſiſtance; the reſt were ſoon routed, and a mi- 


ſerable ſlaughter made of them. Thoſe who. een to eſcape 
were killed or taken by the Acarnanian parties, who had beſet the 


ways. Others, rather than ſurrender to their worſt tal choſe 
to caſt themſelves into the ſea, and ſwim for ſafety to the Athenian 
ſhips, which were cruiſing on that coaſt. In ſhort, on this occaſion 


the republick of Athens has acquired great glory. Her general 
(who, in token of his victories, has ſent hither two hundred ſuits of 


armour) recovered his reputation; and the Ambracians received 


irreparable damages. DEMOSTHENES adds in his letters, that this 


ſucceſs might be attended with greater advantages; but that the 
Acarnanians, preferring their old neighbourhood to that of an Athe- 
nian colony, are on the point of concluding an accommodation 


with the enen at which this ſtate. i is, with n 1 diſ- 
ſatisfied. Wo 


Thou 3 imagine, potent lord, I was not a little 3 at 
the arrival of Zorvxus here from Epheſus in a Phoenician ſhip. 
What inducement he has had to ſeek the A henian Protection, alter 


bled him to gain a com- 
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quitting the Perſian court in ſo abrupt a manner, I am unable to 
diſcover; but in his daily converſation, he throws off every mark 
of duty and allegiance to his ſovereign, by ſetting forth the facility 
of ſeizing ſome advantageous port in the Perſian dominions, and 


proffering his ſervice to conduct a colony of Athenians to any upon +. 
which it may be thought proper to make an attempt. From the opi- 


nion which the better ſort of citizens have formed of his charaQer, 

and their unwillingneſs to entangle themſelves in diſputes with the 
great king, at a juncture when the war now of foot demands their 
whole attention, I ſhould conjecture, that this republick will enter 
into none of his projects. But whether the hopes of gain may not 
allure private adventurers to embark with him in ſome deſperate en- 
terprize, I ſhall not pretend to determine. However, thou mayſt 


depend on the earlieſt notice of his motions; and I think PyTnoN 
' ſhould be talked to on this ſubject. That miniſter ſent hither early 


information of the army and fleet preparing in the Perſian pro- 
vinces; and by the decrees paſſed in the aſſembly before my re- 


turn from Delphi, he will be furniſhed with ſufficient materials 


for a conference. I am well aſſured that the ſenate have taken great 


alarm at ſome ſecret advices from their emiſſaries in Thebes and 


Sparta. Some of the principal members, with whom I converſe, inti- 


mate their ſuſpicions, that the Lacedzmonians will not be ſo ſcrupu- 


lous as themſelves about giving up the Greek cities in Aſia ; becauſe 
the Ionian colonies are related to the Athenians by extraction. And 


indeed, as the Perſian miniſtry have, in all their negociations, laid 
great ſtreſs on this point, an alliance with Lacedæmon would be the 


moſt deſirable meaſure. At the ſame time, whatever views they 
may have about extending the commerce of the empire, and ren- 
dering the iſlands in the Egean ſea dependent upon the monarch of 


| Aſia, will be beſt anſwered by weakening the naval ſtrength of the 


Athenians. 1 
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The elections for magiſtrates were over, as uſual, on the firſt of L E TER 
the month Hecatombeon ; they have gone chiefly in CLEON's fa- Goonnymmnd 


vour. Thou wilt perceive by a lift of them, which I ſend encloſed, 
that PHILOCRATES is choſen firſt Archon, and Cr.zon, 64:16 
EURYMEDON, SOPHOCLES, and four others, generals for the year | 
enſuing. The two laſt of thoſe above-named are going with a fleet 
of forty ſhips to the relief of the Corcyreans, whoſe exiles have 


lately fortified themſelves in the mountains, and ay waſte the coun- 


try with fire and ſword. 


Noble ſcribe, if my nephew cnAuTeLESs of Fpheſus, who will | 
deliver this diſpatch into thy hands, ſhould find favour in thy fight, 
I ſhall reckon it the greateſt happineſs that can befal him. He is a 
young man of prudence, activity, and addreſs ; whom thou wilt find 


not unintelligent in the affairs of Greece, and extremely deſirous to 


be ranked amongſt thy dependents. Leſs than this I could not ſay 


of him, becauſe of his real merit; and were to add more, his near 


relation to me might oat to have blinded my ä in his 


favour. | 
From Athens _ b P. 
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bananen to Bacoas, Chic Eunuhi in the Palace ofARTAXERIES. 


"HOU, who haſt ſpent thy life . walls, where dis per- 


to enter, wouldſt be but little entertained by a long detail of a puz- 
zling treaty, or the view of a bloody field, where the lives of thou- 


ſands have been ſacrificed to the ambition of their leaders. But 
thou wilt hear with pleaſure of the ſucceſs of my negociations in 


the traffick of beauty, and the fair victims I have collected from 


thy commiſſion; and I will venture to affirm, that I have now em- 


barked for Epheſus chirty as accompliſhed virgins, as ever adorned 


4 4 


petual tranquillity, and none but the ſofter paſſions are allowed, 


every quarter of Greece, for the Fane of Love, where thou preſideſt. 
In my late journies over this country I have ſtill been attentive, to 


the inner chambers of the palace. How will thy wrinkles, venerable 


eunuch, ſoften into a ſmile, when thou receiveſt them from their 
covered chariots at the ſecret gate? Amongſt the orange trees upon 
the ſteps of the marble fountain, thou wilt examine with taſte their 


different charms ; and, after a ſtrict examination, rank them in their 


| ſeveral orders. Happy old man! who, cool and unconcerned, canſt 


the quiet joy of adminiſtering to the pleaſures of thy maſter. 


Thou wilt eaſily diſtinguiſh the Ionian beauties from their grace- 
ful movements in the dance, and their ſubmitting with leſs reluctance 
to thy curious regards. The more ſhy Athenians will pleaſe thee 
by the peculiar ſweetneſs of their accent, and the maſterly man- 
ner in which — touch the lyre. But the blooming iſlanders, the 

daughters 


leiſurely throw thy eyes over ſuch enchanting forms, and feel only 
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daughters of Cn10s and LESs BOs, will ſtrike thee-moſt by the bak LETTER A 


metry of their features, their long flowing treſſes, their large black — 
eres and the elegant nee of their dreſs. 


To ——_—_ dats. hs are Fa more 3 1 from: = 
the banks of Strymon, with fair complexions and golden hair. 
There is one thou muſt look upon as a curioſity; a Spartan, daughter: | 
of one of the Ephori, whom my friend, the Trierarch PHILOCLES, 
carried off in a deſcent upon the coaſt of Peloponneſus. CHELONIs 
expreſſes all the haughtineſs of her country, and her quality, in her 
countenance ; accompanied with a manly kind of rs dae 
. it commands ee 100 no means | excludes love. 


The 3 LEONTIUM I muſt recommend to ths e e care, 
a beg thou wilt preſent her in my name to the chamberlain. Hy- 
DASPES. Re who ſhews fo elegant a taſte | in his gardens, * fur- 


ſures ; nor will refuſe to acoept this nh of my | das ſo well | 
ſuited to his delicacy. The ingenuous ſweetneſs of her countenance, 
and the nobleneſs of her demeanour, prove her to be what her ſtory 
pretends. ſhe is, The pirate of Scyros, who ſold her, and had 
brought her up, aſſured me, that when he took her in a cruize off 
Eubcea, ſhe was wrapped up in a rich mantle, and wore a bracelet 
ſet with gems ; but he could learn no particulars relating to her, be- 
cauſe the nurſe and the reſt of her attendants periſhed in the en- 
gagement. Conſcious of the ſtate from which ſhe is fallen, ſhe re- 
tains an air of melancholy, which my friend's Humanity: is 10 
15 and will be ſo pleaſed, to diſpel. | 
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The twenty 8 whom 1 kave ha to attend theſe virgins, 
are well verſed in the various arts ſo much eſteemed i in the palace of 
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tiful patterns for the richeſt embroidery. Others prepare perfumes, 
to adjuſt the robe, to tie the ſandal, and know all choſe curious ſecrets 


the number of thy fair ſubjects. Happy ſubjects under ſuch a 


ungoverned love, and the raging paſſions of diſagreeing rivals, they 


hearts elated to meet the embraces of a monarch, who can reward 
the fortunate fair, in whom the king delights, who is again ſum- 


nours that a mortal can receive; the bonds of captivity fall inſtantly 
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the queens. Some form an agreeable concert on all kinds of inſtru. 
ments ; others are {kilful at the loom, and trace out the moſt beau- 


and are practiſed to attend at the bath. The three Corinthians I 


purchaſed out of the houſe of the moſt magnificent courteſan in that . 


city. They are taught all the niceties of dreſs; to braid the hair, 


1 hei ghten Or ans Kue 


Give me. leave to be a little vain, upon my . thus added to 


guardian; removed from the dangers to which helpleſs beauty is 
expoſed, from the perplexing cares of life, the tumultuous ſallies of 


are placed in the awful ſanctuary of innocence and purity, where 
the profane cannot enter; they enjoy all the delights of a well- 
ordered magnificence. Awed by thy diſcipline, made eafy by thy 
gentleneſs, their minds are ever ſerene and cheerful ; their affections 
ever tempered and regulated; their power of pleaſing i directed to 

one object; their ideas of happineſs, all their tranſports, center in 
one lord. When inſtructed by thy leſſons, and purified with oil of 
myrrh and ſweet odours *, they approach his bed; how are their 


their attention to pleaſe him with the revenues of a province ! But 
moned from the ſecond houſe of the women, partakes the higheſt ho- 


from her hands, and the imperial tiara encircles her head. Adieu. 
From Athens, the 17th of Mæmacterion. P. and W. 


® Vide Eſther, Caps ul, 
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GoBRYAS, Chief Scribe, Nc. to CLEANDER, at Athens. From Sula. 


1 HOU takeſt the ſureſt way to ſilence the calumnies 4 Gy alk 
mies, by continuing to diſcharge the duties of thy employment 


the king and ſupreme council freſh proofs of thy ſufficiency in buſi- 
— by the nn, and e T of thy e diſpatches. 


The domeſtick tranquillity which we enjoy at preſent, the 
good order eſtabliſhed through the ſeveral provinces of the empire, R 
and the flouriſhing condition of our troops and finances, give us 


leiſure to look abroad, and ſurvey the poſture of affairs in foreign 
nations. The king, we hope, will ſoon be able to determine, from 


the negociations now carrying on, to which ſide of the contend- 


ing Grecian ſtates the influence of his arms muſt be carried. And 


how near matters draw. towards a concluſion, thou wilt be better 8 


able to judge, when I have related to thee the reſult of ſome con- 
ferences between myſelf and PYTHON, and the advices lately ſent 
by CRATIyrus from Sparta. Not many days ago, PYTHON made 


me a viſit, and told me, that his republick having received in- 


formation, that a large body of forces was to aſſemble early in the 
ſpring near Sardis, had ſent him expreſs orders to obtain a cate- 
gorical anſwer from the miniſters, as to their deſtination ; ſince the 
people of Athens had. reaſon to apprehend-that they were defigned 
n. the Grecian colonies in Aſia, which, by CIxox's treaty, 


were 
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to the entire ſatisfaction of thoſe who with thee well; and haſt given 
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were rendered independent of Perſia. I replied, that the Kings wy 


—— maſter, from his regard and obſervance of treaties, particularly of 
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one ſo diſadvantageous to himſelf, for a courſe of many years, had 
not deſerved, without ſtrong grounds, to be ſuſpected of an intention 
to violate them; that I could not help thinking this peremptory de- 

mand was ſtarted a little unſeaſonably; and that it looked very much 
as if his ſtate ſought occaſions for a rupture, by forcing a diſagree- 
able anſwer from the king; that I would, however, aſſure him, that 
| theſe troops, which were not numerous enough to give umbrage to 
the Athenians, were not deſigned, either againſt them or any of their 
allies, unleſs by their behaviour they obliged the king, againft his 
inclination, to commence hoſtilities. PYTHON did not ſeem ſatiſ- 
fied with this anſwer; and, amongſt other objections to it, ſaid, it 
was plain the empire was preparing ſome great ſtroke, as it was well 
known, that, beſides this army at land, a powerful fleet was equip- 
ping in the ports of Phœnicia. I replied, with an appearing warmth, 
that it was true a ſquadron was fitting out to protect the commerce 
of our trading ſubjects, which was miſerably diſturbed and inter- 
rupted by the Peloponneſian and Athenian navies ; that daily repre- 
ſentations were made to the miniſters from the moſt eminent mer- 
chants, that their veſſels were ſtopped and ſearched, the effects ſeized, 
and even the men impriſoned, by the ſhips of war belonging to | 
both parties, under pretence that they were carrying arms and pro- 
viſion to their enemies. I aſſured him, the king could no longer 
| ſuffer theſe violences, but would think himſelf unworthy the crown 
he wore, if he did not protect the properties and perſons of his 
ſubjects, and inſiſt upon reparation of the damages they 
ſuſtained, 


Pyro deſired me to conſider, that theſe were inconveniences 
avarcidably attending neutral powers in a ſtate of war; that many 
of 
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of the inſolences complained of are committed for the fake of gain 
by particular officers, without the conſent, or even knowledge, of 
their principals ; and that if I would give him a liſt of the. ſufferers, 
and an eſtimate of their loſſes, he was ſure the Athenians would give 

ſatisfaction to thoſe who were unjuſtly oppreſſed. He added, that 

he was concerned to find me more diſpoſed to inflame than accom- 
 modate matters between our maſters; and that it was purely to 
avoid it, he had omitted making complaint, as he was ordered, that 
the Perſian veſſels frequented the ſeas between the Cyanian and Che- 
lidonian iſlands, in direct violation of the tenth article of the peace of 
CiMoN. I told him, it was probable the merchant ſhips might take 
that courſe in their voyages ; but that was not contrary to the treaty, 
which only ſays, that n ſhould not fail in thoſe ſeas ov» paxpar; 
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val, with ſhips of war.“ After ſome altercation between us, on 


the manner in which this article was complied with, he repreſented 
one while, that the Greeks would make it a common cauſe, if the 
two fundamental ſtipulations in CI ux ON 's peace (the independence of 
the Aſiatick colonies, and the reſtraint on our navigation) were 
broken through ; at another time, that the Athenians, provided 
they could gain the good will of the king of Perſia, would ſoften 
the rigour of them. But at laſt he ſaid plainly, that the common- 
wealth of Athens hoped we would not take part in the differences 


between them and the Lacedæmonians, as not being at all intereſted 


therein ; but if we were reſolved to interfere, they had as good pre- 
tenſions to our friendſhip as any other Grecian ſtate. I ſaid, if the 


Athenians had any ovłrtures to make, they might ſend an embaſſy 


to med them in expreſs terms z but that ms in wm of 


out entering upon n 3 only to WR and create 
_ diſtruſt, As PYTHON had nothing more to offer, our conference 


VOL, 11. 3 8 ended; 


0 
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of 


ended; and I caſily perceived his chief intent was to ſound our de. 
ſigns, and by throwing out ſome ſoftening hints of the amicable 


diſpoſition of Athens, prevent awd immediate reſolution to break 


with oo e 885 ö 


L , \ : Ss 
[ . :; x 


| Nicanpz ſtill preſerves that roughneſs and ſingularity in his 
behaviour, with which he began his embaſſy. He ſcarcely ever + 
ſtirs out of his houſe, makes no acquaintance in the court, and ſel- 
dom confers with me. CRAT1PPUs writes me word, that his own 


| ſtate is ſo ill ſatisfied with the dry uninforming diſpatches they 5 


receive from him, that they intend to ſupply his place, towards 
the beginning of next ſpring, with ſome abler miniſters, who will 5 
have it in charge to propoſe to us terms of the higheſt advantage, 
in exchange for our friendſhip. It ſeems they repent the abrupt 
manner in which the negotiation was broken off laſt year; and 
STHENELAIDAS, the Ephorus, the great promoter of the war, and 

the preſent director of their counſels, has moſt heartily declared 
himſelf for calling in our aſſiſtance, rather than fail in the main 
point of reducing the power of Athens. 


I have endeavoured to trace out the unaccountable flight of Zo- 
PYRUS; and J learn by intercepted letters, and by other intelligence, 
that, after making the beſt of his way to Epheſus, he took ſhipping 
there; and it is not yet known, whither he directed his courſe. If, 
as we have reaſon to ſuſpect, he concludes his ramble at Athens, I 
know thou wilt be vigilant in examining his conduct and deſigns, 


and acquainting us with the encouragement he receives : not that we 


apprehend any danger, either from his intereſt at home, or addreſs - 


abroad; but in ſuch caſes, precaution. is always uſeful. 
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oME of my friends here, a | foo have ago, accidentally fell into 2 
diſpute about the comparative excellence of the two ſexes. It 
was occaſioned by one who ventured to call in queſtion that natural 


title to ſuperiority, which we had all along i in ſo peremptory a man- . 
ner claimed to ourſelves. He maintained, chat there was no diſ- 


tinction of ſexes in the ſoul; that in both it was equally capable of 55 
improvement; and that the viſible pre-eminence on our ſide was 


entirely to be reſolved into the greater degree of care and culture 1 
that had been beſtowed upon us. He made ſome doubt, whether the | 
other ſex were naturally, and before the acquired ſoftneſs which they - 


had derived from education, leſs able to undergo the more hardy ; 


and laborious employments, which are now appropriated-to us under 


the name of manly. However, added he, intellectual capacity has 
plainly no ſort of dependance upon the vigour and weakneſs of the 


animal conſtitution; ſince in our ſex the greateſt ſtrength of under- 


ſtanding is often to be obſerved in bodies of the moſt tender and delicate 
make. But as example and experience may be ſuppoſed to have much 
more weight in this matter than any kind of abſtract reaſoning, he 


ſupported his opinion by the inſtance of the celebrated AsPAs1A; a 


woman whoſe attainments in the whole circle of ſciences have ex- 


ceeded the moſt improved geniuſes, in an age and country which think | 


they have made the greateſt advancement in knowledge of any other. 
As ſhe 1s yet alive in this city, though age has taken off the bloom. 
of her perſon, and the death of PERICLEs diminiſhed her intereſt 
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in it, it may not perhaps be a diſagreeable entertainment to ac- L 
quaint' thee with ſome of the more diſtingui 
rater, and inform thee of ſuch remarkable circumſtances s relating to 
her, as converſation with herſelf or — e n helped x me to 
the knowledge of. 


As As 14 is a native of Miletus, more famous than any other city 
of Ionia for the number of extraordinary perſons it has produced. 
This doubtleſs cannot ſo probably be accounted for from any 
efficacy of the climate, as from the aſſiſtance education may be- 
ſtow, or the encouragement that arts may receive in one place 
above another. Her quality I find: not altogether ſettled ; many of 
her own ſex dwell with ſome pleaſure on the ſuppoſed obſcurity of 
her birth, as a circumſtance that throws ſomething of a ſhade over 
the luſtre of her character; and ſpeak with more certainty than per- 
haps they ought, of the lownels: of her deſcent, to take her down 
from that envied height of greatneſs to which her virtues have raiſed 
her above the reſt of her contemporaries. Nor is it agreed what 
was the chief motive of her coming to Athens: ſome ſuggeſt that 

this was the moſt likely place for her advancement, as a theatre on 
| which her literary qualities might be diſplayed with the moſt ſucceſs. 

But the ſame reaſon might probably draw her hither which has 
drawn ſo many others of any curioſity or ambition to excel in know- 
ledge, the defire of improving herſelf 1 in a place of the moſt allowed 
reputation for learning. However, | all agree to ſpeak of her as 
one in whom are united the higheſt endowments of mind and body; 
che utmoſt brightneſs of parts and beauty of perſon; the one height- 
ened and recommended by all that eaſe and grace which travel and 
acquaintance with the beſt company beſtow; the other improved by 
a a careful uſe of all thoſe advantages which a free converſe with all 
the celebrated wits of Greece could give her. Her thoughts were 

| | not 
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W—— laid out in acquiring thoſe more ſhowy and ſuperficial accompliſh- 
ments, which too often engage the whole attention of that ſex. She 
had gained an early acquaintance with every part of uſeful litera- 


ture; but her favourite ſtudies, to which ſhe had devoted more care 


and pains, were philoſophy and politicks. ANAXAGORAS, one of 
the firſt credit for his attainments in natural knowledge, was not 
eſteemed ſuperior to her in that one point, to which the chief en- 
quiries of a whole kfe had been directed; and the ableſt ſtateſmen in 
Athens do not better underſtand the conſtitution of the ſeveral cities 


of Greece, or more readily diſcern thoſe nice conjunctures and de- 
pendencies which make up their reſpective intereſts. She is ſup- 
poſed to have imitated the manner, and in ſome meaſure to have 
formed herſelf upon the pattern of TRAGELIA, her country-woman; 


one of great art and intrigue, who, by her abilities and addreſs, had 
inſinuated herſelf into the confidence of many leading men in 


Greece, learnt their ſentiments in publick matters, and, by diſ- 
poſing many of them by degrees to think more favourably of the de- 


ſigns of the great king, attached them at length to his ſervice. But of . 


all her high qualities, what could not fail of recommending her to-the 
greateſt notice and favour under ſuch a government, is, her admirable 


eloquence, and abſolute command over the opinions and affections of 
the hearers. No wonder, that one of ſo uncommon a capacity ſhould 


draw after her, numbers of ſuch an inquiſitive nation, to hear her 
leſſons of morality, and to be witneſſes of her power of perſuaſion ! 
But is it not wonderful, HYDASPES! that ſhe, who ſo perfectly knows, 


and can ſo admirably explain, the excellence of virtue, ſhould be ſo 
little influenced by it, as ſhe is repreſented to have been in her own 
conduct? That ſhe, who had ſo entire an aſcendancy over the 
paſſions of others, ſhould be ſo far wanting in regulating her own ? 
Some of the moſt conſiderable perſons here do not, however, diſdain 
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to pay her a conſtant attendance, for the ſake of their own improve- CXXVT. 
ment; and nothing ſurely can give one a more exalted idea of A. Er. 
PASIA'S accompliſhments, than that SOCRATES, the moſt rational of | 
the Grecian philoſophers, and ſcarcely inferior to our renowned ZER- 
DUSHT, can learn from her new maxims of wiſdenn ; than that 
PERICLES, the ableſt ſpeaker and moſt conſummate ſtateſman, ſhould 
apply to her to be further improved in the arts of eloquence, and 
more perfectly inſtructed in the intereſts of Athens. Theſe — 
cations gained ſo far by degrees on the affections of PERICLES, as 


to give great diſturbance to his wife, a woman of ſome rank and 


ſpirit. They agreed therefore to part, that each might be at liberty 
to make a ſecond choice ; for the ſeverer laws of Athens allow not 
our ſex to follow the freer practice that prevails in Perſia, and to 
aſſert the privilege of a plurality of wives, which is unconteſted 
through all the countries of the Eaſt. He was married to her im- 

mediately after this ſeparation ; and many inſtances are remembered 
of the extraordinary love which he always expreſſed for her. She 


had the addreſs conſtantly to maintain the influence ſhe had over 


him, but (as it was ſaid) not the honour to make uſe of it on ſuch 
occaſions only, as were advantageous to his character, or ſerviceable 
to his country. I know many perſons are of opinion, but I believe 


vwithout the leaſt foundation, that he was prevailed on by her to en- 


gage Athens in a war, in which its intereſts were no way concerned, 
in favour of the Mileſians againſt the people of Samos. It is cer- 
tain, that ſhe attended him hither, and erected ſome publick mo- 
numents in memory of his conqueſts; and it is ſuppoſed (but ri- 
diculouſly) that ſhe had a ſhare in that celebrated harangue, made 
in honour of ſuch Athenians as were ſlain in the firſt year of the 
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But PzRICLEs. was ſoon after obliged, not only to exert all the 
powers of his eloquence, but to try the laſt efforts of his intereſt 
and importunity with the judges in her favour, when, upon the 
complaint of HErmIPPUs, fhe was publickly accuſed of impiety, 
and leading a debauched and diſſolute life, by miniſtering to the plea- 


ſures of the young Athenians. The former part of the charge at 


Athens is by no means, I think, the worſt imputation upon her 
character; ſince the explication of natural appearances has been 


_ underſtood here to imply a diſbelief of the Deity, and it has been 
dangerous to aſſert, that the ſun, the throne and reſidence of the 


radiant MITHRAS, is a maſs of fire no bigger than Ns 


Hine are ſometimes a upon ASPASIA'S character, as | 
whoſe ſoul is, they pretend, of too elevated a kind to ſtoop to the 
common concerns of houſehold affairs, and who has too extenſive - 
views to ſhew any regard to matters of ſo confined and inferior a 
nature. But theſe are the ſuſpicions of ſuch who ſpeak rather from 
general obſervation, than any particular knowledge of AsPASIA. 
Many, who know her, affirm, that her great capacity for publick 


bufineſs does not hinder her paying a proper attention to the private 


duties of domeſtick life; nor her {kill in the movements of the pla- 
netary ſyſtem, give any interruption to the good order and W 


of her own family. 


After the death of PERICLES ſhe married Ly$1CLEs, one of mean 


parts and parentage. Though this circumſtance of her life gives one 


no very admirable idea of her temper or character, yet it will help to 
ſhew thee what uncommon addreſs and incredible dexterity ſhe is 


| miſtreſs of. For her new huſband, though neither recommended 


bx . the dignity of his birth, nor his talents for buſineſs, though not 
"Open 
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Cuppaned: by the ſlcmiour: of his fortune, or the intereſt of his LETTER 
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friends, is advanced, by her ſole eredit and contrivance, to the — — 


higheſt othices and in the ſtate. Adieu. _ 
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| I SEND thee, noble ſcribe, has then wilt ok me to EP a bay 


valuable preſent ; becauſe I am ſure thy wiſdom will eſteem it 
ſuch, It is no leſs than a tranſcript of the laws of 80L Ox. They 
have been ſo univerſally celebrated over Europe, that not many years 
ago a certain city on the banks of Tiber, ſcarcely known in theſe 


poliſhed parts of the world, ſent ſolemn deputies to Athens, who 


were indulged in copying them, and carried home the precious 


charge in triumph to their countrymen. This diſtinction was juſtly 
due to their pre- eminence over thoſe of all other ſtates; nor can any 


thing raiſe in thee an higher veneration for them, except thou 


liſteneſt to what the Athenians themſelves pretend, that the world 


owes to Attica the invention of laws. So abſurd an aſſertion is 

equally ridiculous with that concerning their own original from the 
ſoil they dwell upon, as it ſuppoſes that legal juſtice aad ſubordi- 
nation were not dictated to all men by the common voice of nature 
and condition of ſociety. Both traditions aroſe from the ſame prin- 
ciple of vanity, perhaps too in the ſame barbarous age of ſuperſti- 
tion; and operate in the ſame manner on a credulous and proud 
people. This, however, is an idle ſpeculation, and affects not the 


merit of the Athenian pandect; for I am convinced, a better than 


theirs was never formed, for the propagation of perſonal virtue, and 
VOL, II. . „ the 


) 


28 _ | ATHENIAN //LETTERS. 


LETTER the eſtabliſhment of a popular religion ; nor can any more eſfectu 
CXXVII. 
a promote the various, yet connected intereſts of liberty and com- 
merce, thoſe main pillars of national felicity. One piece of policy 
will pleaſe thee, among many inſtances which thou wilt obſerve of 
it in their ſtatutes; I mean the brevity prevailing in the forms of 
drawing them, and the forbearing to recite the motives that produced 
each of them. The former leaves no room for evaſion or obſcurity ; 
the latter prevents litigiouſneſs, becauſe every reaſon expreſſed by 
the legiſlator is the foundation of many fuits, and all men chooſe to 


obey the laws upon their own reaſons. 
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If any inſtitution ſeems Lala it is that which makes ingrati- 
tude a legal crime. I know it has afforded a fair field of panegyrick 
to the flatterers of Athens, as well for its ſingularity, as the ſanQtion 
it receives from private conſcience ; but to me it has always appeared | 
either wholly unneceſſary, or attended with inconveniences. It is 
unneceflary, becauſe we muſt acknowledge it enough (if we conſider 
it) that the generality of legiſlators endeavour to reſtrain us from 
violations of right ; and as to every thing that concerns the duties of 
humanity, ſend every man to his own breaſt for information. He 
who is acquainted with thoſe actions which procure reputation or 
diſgrace, knows the natural infamy accompanying the ungrateful. 
He knows, that ſuch an one muſt feel the pangs of remorſe, and 
the vapours of ſolitude : he knows too, that fuch characters are 
rarely found ; for if Providence has made not only our reaſon, but 
our weakneſſes, prompt us in many caſes. to a beneficence almoſt diſs 

intereſted, then certainly much 1 more to n. 
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Theſe indeed are the natural ſanctions of this amiable virtue, and, | 
one would think, of ſufficient force to ſecure us from any violations 
of it. But ſhould it be ſuggeſted, that ſuch violations occur ſome 
times i 
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times in ſociety, I grant that they ſometimes occur, and, I believe, LR XK 
could maintain, that they are provided againſt incidentally by the — 

laws of all ſtates; for they are often ſo interwoven with - crimes "0 
of injuſtice, as at once to aggravate both the crime and the penalty. z 5 
So far then, in every country, as they are underſtood to be aggra- 
vations of injuſtice, they are the objects of the magiſtrate's care. 

As to acts of unmixed and downright ingratitude, they ſeldom hap- 
pen; and whenever they do, muſt be left for puniſhment to the 

| hatred of mankind, the reproofs of reaſon, the torments of con- 
ſcience, and the ſanctions of religion. The civil magiſtrate ought 
not to interpoſe; becauſe while they do not immediately affect the 
peace or rights of ſociety, his interpoſition would bring on a thou- 
fand inconveniences. No court of judicature can with ſuch pro- 
priety define the proportion of one benefit to another, as they can 
compare the nature of conteſted claims. Thoſe proportions would 

be rated differently in the forum of juſtice and the forum of con- 

| ſcience ; for if juſtice reſtores to every man no more than his due, 
and gratitude often exceeds the real value of a favour, in the return - 
it makes for it; then, upon the principles of juſtice, no magiſtrate 

could oblige me to overpay a benefit, though upon the principles 

of gratitude I ſhould think myſelf frequently obliged to do ſo. And 

if it be faid, that in caſes which relate to either, the magiſtrate 
muſt decide according to the rules of each; yet the intention 
of the legiſlator moſt certainly was, that points of gratitude ſhould 
be determined according to the rules of juſtice ; ſince, on the con- | _—_— 
trary ſuppoſition, the doing a flight favour to another might be uſed EE. 
as an artful way of extorting a return for it, much greater than its 
value. So that if the magiſtrate is willing to avoid various ill con- 
ſequences, which would flow from a different method of determiga- 
tion, he muſt conſider caſes of gratitude in the light of pecuniary | | s 
debts. EM which reaſon the juriſdiction of che —— =. ee: = 
225 ſuch 
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its grace would be loſt, if it were enforced by the penalties, of juſtices 


ſhould be called upon by law to return them; and therefore un- 


they are inconſiſtent with a law eſtabliſhed in Perſia, and a law in 


_ extremities of too much law, and too little, are. to be equally 


former to provide againſt particular caſes that may ariſe, and could 


the magiſtrate from bending the law in ſuch a way as to break it, I 
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ſuch bs, muſt operate imperfectly. The pro eedings of the — 


ſhould be made to unite them. The principles of juſtice would be 
forgot, if thoſe of gratitude were always obſerved; and; che very 
nature of gratitude would be deſtroyed, if weighed by the rules, aa 


Such a law then ſounds prettily in the words, yet, when examined, 
is nothing but ſound; It tends to make the intercourſe of benefits 8 
among friends as mercenary, as the exchange of commodities in the 
dealings of merchants. It ſets men on their guard againſt each 
other; and gives them a reſerve in accepting kindneſſes, leſt they 


dermines the principle it was intended to ſupport. Excellent mini- 
ſter, thou wilt forgive the peculiarity of my ſentiments; I know 


Egypt; but, if I miſtake not, they are deducible both from the 
reaſonings of ſpeculative php and the nn of * 
e. 1 5 „ 


The Athenians: are commendable for not t confining the judgts: in 
their determinations to the ſtrict letter of the law. In all ſtates the 


avoided. Diſcretion and fixed law ſhould be mingled together; the 


not be foreſeen; the latter to be a general rule of action: the 
one may moderate or add to the rigour of the law; the other pre- 
vents ignorance, diſobedience, fickleneſs in the people; in the judges, 
it prevents favour, hatred, or corruption. For, in order to deter 


am content the magiſtrate ſhould be in the power of the law, while 
a diſcretionary power is veſted in the magiſtrate. And ſhould it be 
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precarious, if he were liable to be called to an account for the ex- 
erciſe of this difcretionary power, it may well be anſwered, that it 


is fit the tate ſhould have an eye over his actions, and that an ap- | 


peal ſhould lie from his tribunal to the dernier reſort. If it appears 
in ſome caſes that his judgments are wrong, and that nevertheleſs 
he gave them according to conſcience and his opinion, the judgment 
may be reverſed, without any infamy attending the judge. But if 
it appears that he has been biaſſed by evil motives. to give even a 
right determination, then he deſerves to be puniſhed with ſeverity. 


Such ſalutary proviſions as theſe, againſt the licentiouſneſs of a bad 


magiſtrate, can never become reſtraints on the freedom of a good 
one. In Perſia, as all ſubordinate judicatures are derived from the 
ſovereign, ſo they are under his immediate inſpection; ; for he com- 


municates his authority, without quitting the throne, or ſharing it 


with any one. And certainly the wiſdom and power of a great 
prince muſt be much more awful to a magiſtrate, than the divided 


councils of a popular aſſembly. How moving is that leſſon of in- 


tegrity to the paſſion of fear, which may be learnt from the ex- 


emplary puniſhment inflifted by CamBysEs on a corrupt judge! 


He ordered his body to be flayed after his death, and that the ſeat 
in the court where he preſided, and where his ſon ſucceeded him, 
ſhould be covered with the ſkin. Thus the very con became a 
conſtant monitor of duty to the magiſtrate. | 


i 


The i of Perſia, nokile „ excel thoſe of Athens in 
one point, which is eſteemed the perfection, and almoſt the defini- 
tion of a free government; © that they a, the greateſt liberty of 
accuſing, with the leaſt of calumniating.“ For in Athens, if an 
accuſation is found to be falſe and malicious, the accuſer is only 


fined in a certain ſum of money; n in Perſia he ſuffers all 
thoſe 


on 
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CLnaNDER to GonmrAs. 8 


6 


18 ov haſt encouraged me, noble ſeribe, to — many papers 


of a political kind to the court of Perſia. I will now open to 
thee the riſe and progreſs of the conſtitution of Athens, ſince it is 


well worth thy notice. They give no account of themſelves before 


. 
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Oc vos, and that is ſufficiently romantick. They ſpeak of his age 


in the higheſt terms of fooliſh admiration; and affirm, that when 


the reſt of the world was in a ſtate of ignorance and darkneſs, they 


were flouriſhing in arts and power. | But after a reign of thirty-two. 


years, a flood ſwept away not only their cities and hiſtorical records, 
After a long interval of 
time, Cxcxors, with ſome followers, came out of Egypt, and ſettled 


but both the monarch and the people. 


in Attica, where they united into a ſmall community. This prince 
built a town, which he called after himſelf, CEcROPIA, on the 
rock where the citadel now ſtands, and inſtituted four tribes. In 


the reign of CRcROrs the ſecond, they talk of twelve little cities, 
which were diſperſed over the country, each of them enjoying ſe- 
parate privileges and immunities. Cecropia was the capital, where 


the king reſided, to whom, in caſes of difficulty or of danger, the 
ſubjects dutifully applied. I will not inſiſt on the hardſhips through 
which THEsEUs ſtruggled in his way to the kingdom. It is well 
known, that after having defeated the ſons of ax DION, his-grand- 
father, who conteſted the ſovereignty with him, and freed his coun- 
try from the yoke of Mix on, he a. th watched over its intereſts, 

reformed 
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reformed 1 i, and was properly the firſt lawgiver who appeared 3 in it. 


He collected the people into one city, by which means, though he 
added to their ſtrength, yet he laid a foundation for continual ani- 
moſities, and gave a lurking principle of death to the conſtitution. 
For whenever the body of men that compoſe the ſtate are united 


in one city, they muſt frequently be diſturbed by political tempeſts, | 
In ſuch governments the purſuits of ambition engage every man, 


from the greateſt to the meaneſt ; and hence ariſes the moſt factious 


and unſteady genius of a republick. He eſtabliſhed a common 


court of juſtice; and to ſhew his reverence to the gods, and eſpe- 


cially to the deity from whoſe name the town was called Athens, he 

_ ordained the feaſt Panathenæa. To give a ſanction to his conduct, 

THESEUS, like other legiſlators, ' conſulted the oracle, and promiſed 
to lay down the regal power, reſerving only the military command, 

and guardianſhip of the laws, to himſelf. He divided the Athe- 


nians into three ranks, of noblemen, huſbandmen, and artificers. 


The firſt excelled in honour, | the next in riches, and the third in 


number. Theſe changes were ſo well received, that no further al- 
teration was made in their affairs, till after the death of Copxvs, by 


the abolition of kings, who at that time retained only the titles of 


royalty, with no more power than THESEUS, and not ſo much au- 
thority. Perpetual and decennial Archons ſoon ſunk into annual 


ones; and DRACO was at laſt nominated, not indeed to alter the 
general plan of the ſtate, but to make ſome farther and more parti- 
cular proviſion in matters of private right. This man, however, 
having little knowledge of mankind, and a very bad opinion of 


them, was unfit for the office; and, with an unparalleled ſeverity, 
inflicted death for every offence, as well as that of murder. So that 
it were better to have lived in a ſtate of nature, when the law of re- 


taliation took place, than under the ſavage ſyſtem of Draco. Thou 
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mayft 1 conjecture, Gomnras, i no people could "WE this, Wake 
in the ſpace of a few years they inveſted Soi on with an unlimited 
power over the whole « economy of their conſtitution. In the courſe 
of my diſpatches I have already given thee ſome account how far he 
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new-modelled it. It is certain he always deſigned. to temper the 


people by the nobility; and to check the petulance of thoſe who 


have moſt intereſt in the ſtate, by thoſe who have moſt wiſdom 1 in 


it. His republican plans were ſomewhat interrupted by the ſhort- 
lived influence of PisisrxArus; but on the murder of HIP PAR—- 


chus, and the flight of HIP IAS, his ſons, (che laſt of whom per- 


ſuaded DAxivs to the deſtritive war againſt the Greeks, ) CLISTHE- 


NES revived them, and added new laws, both in completion and 
5 amendment of the ſcheme of $0LON:; 457 4) 


The een blow tick ie was Heck to the firmneſs and tran- 
quillity of the Athenian government, came from the beſt man who 


in any age has lived under it; Alis TIDbESsHJ; and he was among the firſt 


who felt the conſequences of it. But it was owing, not to choice, 
but to neceſlity for the people {as I have hinted in a former let- 


ter *) grew turbulent at home, being elated with their ſucceſs abroad 


at Platæa; ſo he agreed to admit them to an equal capacity of bearing 


offices with the three rich orders of the ſtate; who werè divided by 


SOLON, according to the valuation of their fortunes; and had till 
then compoſed the ſenate of four hundred. Hence all orders, con- 


trary to the inſtitution of SOLON, were promiſcuduſly blended, and 


the ſenate; not being made up of the natural ariſtocracy, were in 
name only diſtinct from the aſſembly, but were diveſted i in fact of all 
ſeparate Oy: The Demagogues, who were to port matters 


—_—_ 


. . 
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. . do the debate of the people, which to this day maintains two oppo- ff 


abilities, while there are vine yards and olive-trees without its 


4 * 
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from the ſenate, propoſed them, not only to the determination, but | 


ſite parties in the city. Indeed the balance of the republick was 
never well fixed, ſince before the expedition of XIXXIS it wWwas in 
danger of falling into an oligarchy, as it has now fallen into the | * 
hands of the multitude. Such effects are conſequent on two ori- 
ginal defects in its ſettlement: the firſt is an unequal diſtribution of 
property, whence a fluctuation of power enſues; and the other * 33 


an uncertain diviſion of privileges between the ſenate and people, in 


the tranſaction of buſineſs, which ( joined to the other cauſe) produces 


perpetual ſedition. As theſe original faults in the conſtitution have 
given riſe to diſorders in the adminiſtration, ſo a very blameable 
fault, that took its riſe in the adminiſtration, is like to bear hard on 
the conſtitution. I will explain it to thee fully. Thou knoweſt it 
is the aim of this republick, and agreeable to the principles on which 5 
it has been founded, to extend its commerce, and increaſe the num- 


ber of its dependent ſtates. It is in purſuance of this plan of em- 


pire, that the youth, when they enter into the ſervice, take an 
oath to improve the dominions of Athens to the utmoſt of their 


« limits.” How often has it ſent forth colonies to build new cities, 


| armies to ſubdue new countries, and brought home the corn of 


Egypt, and the ſpices of Arabia, in the ſhips of its wealthy : 
traders! Thus they have raiſed a name, which is immortal, and 


accordingly for ſome time placed themſelves at the head of this 
country, But by cruelty to thoſe who openly acknowledged 
their power, and arrogance over thoſe who connived at it, they 
have been forced to contract their views, and, inſtead of endea- 


vouring to Propagate, they are now labouring to preſerve their 
influence. 5 
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Noble GoBRYAs, behold Athens and Lacedzmon ; the one 
formed for encreaſe, and the other for preſervation ,, acting in con- 


tradiction to the expreſs deſign of their lawgivers, and the genius 
of their ſtates. The one drawn into a poſture of mere defence, 
by its madneſs in proſperity ; the other betrayed into an offenſive 
war 4, by its own jealouſy and the voice of its allies. Then penetrate 
into the dark abyſs of futurity, and reflect on the ruin of Greece. 
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the ſevere penalty 0 of a ** or be 955 famy of e n, Some re- 


1 + % * 


ſtraint, however, is to be wiſhed, notwit uin 
lected: for though a privilege of that End, thus. openly indulged, 


keeps 2 alive the ſpirit of liberty, yet when ned to its utmoſt height, 7 


it may diſcourage the honeſt and able ſervants « of the publick, while 
it makes the proud, the wicked, or the ignorant, more irreclaim- 
able, and more deſperate. Thou knoweſt I have profeſſed, ever 
fince my arrival in this city, to converſe with all ranks and pro- 
feſſions of men in it. The uſe I would make of this L need not ex- 


- 444 -+ 


plain t to thee, who art as well verſed i in the knowledge of mankind, 
as thou art in the ſentiments and weakneſſes of thy brother. The 
merchants are ſo conſiderable. a body; i in the Athenian common- 
wealth, that it was impoſſible f for one acting i in the double capacity of 
agent for the great. king and HI PPI AS of Epheſus, to omit a parti- 
cular application to them. I generally walk down to the Piræeus 
one day in the week, where I diſcourſe promiſcuouſly with the va- 
rious traders of the place, inquire concerning the imports and ex- 
ports, the prices of commodities, and the number and cargoes of the 
veſſels that come into the harbour, or that go < out of it. 

I had 


— * — 
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7 a remarkable inſtance of the ruling egal R 


21 had an opportunity of ſeei 
paſſion I have ſpoken of, on occaſion of a report which was current 
on the quay the other morning, that advice was juſt arrived of the 
capture of an Athenian ſhip richly laden; by a Corinthian galley of 
ſome force, near Salamis. It was ſaid to be taken in ſight of two 
or three men of war, who were ſent out by the admiral of the ſtate 
on a cruize. I confeſs it appeared to me, from the circumſtances of 
the ſtory, that neither the admiral nor his officers, much leſs. thoſe 

who are at the head of affairs, as. worthleſs. as their charaCters, or 
as fickle as their meaſures may- be, had been guilty of negligence ; 
yet they were equally blamed, without judgment or humanity. 
The heat of converſation drew out a friend, whom I talked; with 
on this ſubject, into general reflections on the proſecution of the 

quarrel, the diſtreſs of the Athenians, and a moſt virulent abuſe, not 
only on the preſent, but even the late leaders of the aſſembly. «I 
% am convinced (ſaid he) that nothing but a view to private intereſt 
e could have induced PERICLEs to ſo hazardous a ſtep, as engaging 
with the power of all Greece againſt us! No progreſs has been 
% made in the war from the beginning; and we are removed further 
from the proſpect of peace than at firſt. All poſſible calamities 
are ſuffered in Attica; our enemies inſult over our waſted. country, 
and never feel the ſame inconveniences at home., Indeed: the ma- 
nagement is lately turned into another channel ; yet the face of 

« affairs is not changed. Obſerve how trade, the life and glory of 

3 the Athenians, is in all parts carried on with danger, and in ſome 

« prevented entirely. Our intercourſe with the colonies. in Aſia is 

« interrupted by the vigilance of the enemy; our traffick with 
« Egypt is at an end. The Helleſpont, the Euxine, and Egean ſeas 
« ſwarm with the pirates of the leſſer iſlands, and infeſt the paſſage 
„of our ſhips; nay, they dare to annoy us im the very mouth of 
the Piræeus; and it is in vain that Athens boaſts of its ſuperiority 
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at ſea, while our irength i is either unſkilfully uſed, or fundy & ex⸗ 5 
erted. For my own part, I think nothing more deſirable that 


peace to a people that exiſts by commerce. In the mean time, KJ 


were worth while for us to put the adminiſtration of the war into 


hands that may ſoon iN it to an AYE by condudting it 1 1 
aQtiviry,” | | | [9 


i 


# 
3 


I aſſure you, it was no al thing: forin me to 1 my - friend 3 in a | 


career of his eloquence, to which he had given the reins * aufe 
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If my memory (returned I) does not fail me, it was an opinion 

pretty generally held before the war broke out, that the Corinthian 
commerce was increaſing ſo immoderately, that Athens had reaſon 
to entertain ſome jealouſy. It was ſaid particularly, that the Cos 
rinthians began to ſucceed better in the importation of corn than 


this city; and for that reaſon it was even eſteemed a fortunate | 


circumſtance, that hoſtilities between the peloponneſians and your L 
ſtate were almoſt in courſe inevitable. Nor was it, I believe, of 


little weight in the debates and reſolutions, which brought on'the 


war, that ſeveral merchants had preſented a petition to the aſ- 
ſembly, requeſting them to enter into ſome method of prevent- 
ing the decay of the corn trade, which is one of your moſt va- 
luable commodities. At that-time it was farther argued, that you 
would be able to injure the commerce of the Peloponneſians, more 


than it would be poſſible for them to injure yours. Yet you are 


impatient at the leaſt loſs of your own, though it be abundantly re- 
compenſed by the loſſes of your enemy. You were then too ſan- 
guine to think of the difficulties that attend a war, and you talk 
inconſiſtently now. You looked upon victory as the inſeparable 
companion of your fleets, and fancied the name of Athens would 
awe the ſtates of Greece into ſubmiſſion. - Behold how the event 
differs from the expeQation. The ai reſource left for the diſ- 


" appointed 
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E 5 is to be angry with their hen” For as it is uſual LEE TER 4 
C 


for the unſucceſsful pilot of a commonwealth to impute the faults Gyn 
« ariſing from his own imprudence to ill fortune, ſo it is no leſs 
« uſual for thoſe who ſuffer in the conſequence, without being con- 
cerned in the management, to impute the faults ariſing from ill 
4 fortune to a want of prudence. Were I to act as a miniſter on the . 
« theatre of the republick, next to my integrity, I own I would com- 
4 fort myſelf with this reflection, that the wiſdom of THEMIS- : 


„ TOCLES, ARISTIDES, CIMON, and PERICLES, could never ſatisfy 
N . AP of Athenian merchants.” 


* 


= 


* 


0 


. am ſenſible, deareſt Hirrias, thou doft not « think self con- 
by corn in theſe remarks. Above indulging He rough petulance of 
pride, or the filly ſuggeſtions of ignorance, thou doſt not ſet an ex- 
travagant value on thy own importance to thy country, . nor forget 1 
to make proper allowances for the miſtakes of thy governors; re? | _ 
membering, that they judge before the event, and thou judgeſt after 
it. The merchants who traffick under the protection of the great 
king are much fitter ſubje&s for the compariſon which poets have 
drawn in their fancy, between the induſtry of bees and that of 
traders, than the merchants of this city. The latter i imitate the frugal 
inhabitants of the hive i in nothing but their attention to wealth ; and | 
though they contribute a ſhare of it to ſupport their country, yet mur- 1 | 
mur and repine at thoſe who diſpoſe of it; while the former, (agree- 
ably to what curious naturaliſts have obſerved of the ſame animals,) 
intent on their proper buſineſs, and meddling not with things beyond 
their reach, if the affairs of their king ſhould require it, would lay 
the whole of that wealth with pleaſure at the foot of his throne. 


C. 
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CuranDen to Surnpis. 


4 


L r TER * M'. frown obliges me to a conſtant nan of Zinpbeg rh : 
hd = inſtitutions; but his everlaſting law ſhall prevail in my 
| heart, where [ cannot make open PR of it. 10 can 1 
as much an idolater as thoſe I converſe with. 5 dare not ** 5 : 

as put on the badge of our religion, the ſacred girdle. I am eye- | 
witneſs of numberleſ,uaneceſſary pollutions of the elements; and 

paſs by, without ſhewing diſguſt, ſuch abominations, as it would ill 4 

become me to repeat to the holieſt of the Magi. I am ſatisfied, that 

the precepts of ZERDUSHT are wiſe, but cannot always be followed. 

Many righteous Perſians die childleſs; yet it ſeems to be enjoined 

as a duty, that all ſhould leave children behind them. Children 

* (fays the prophet) are a bridge that reaches to Paradiſe. How 

* ſhall ye paſs over, if ye have provided no bridge? The angel 

„ ſhall aſk every ſoul, if he have provided children; if he anſwer 

4 no, the ſoul that has contributed ſo little to ſociety, ſhall himſelf 


pe left deſolate on the banks of a river, where he ſhall ſee the freſh 


# The letters of moral and religious ſpeculation in CL.xAaxDER's correſ pondence may 
be divided, like the dialogues of PLaTo, and the philoſophick pieces of other great 
men of antiquity, into the eſoterick and exoterick. Thoſe which contain his inward 
doctrine, are addreſſed to Oxsauxs; but thoſe of the oppoſite turn, to SMERDIs. In 

Letter ciii. he tells his friend, the young nobleman, that * his ſentiments of all the 
« known modes of popular worſhip are unſettled ;” yet here, and in other epiſtles to 
the Mage, we find him ſcrupulouſly attached to the little forms and ceremonies of 
the religion he profeſſed. This can be reconciled on no other ſuppoſition, than 
— be. had — the double doctrine of his favourites, the Greek Philoſophers. 


. ſprings 
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| et « ſprings and _—_—— fruits of nee t nn. never ay able t 198 x RK. 


arrive at them,” 


86 Again, (aid e if thou heats that a 4 is 


hid in the earth, and ſuffereſt it to lie there, and deſile that ele- 
< ment, it ſhall be a ſcorpion in thy clothes, and a ſerpent in thy 


bed; a precept which can by no means be Teng with! in 
r where it is the cuſtom to bury all the dead. 


The 3 of a tree is 1 a e * KP very _ 
ful to poſterity. In this particular I have greatly exceeded the com- 
mandment; I have a fair garden of fruit- trees near Epheſus to teſ- 
tify it, a long avenue of limes in PHILEMON's: eſtate, a riſing grove 


of pines in Salamis; not to mention that beautiful wy which, l 


religioully planted in the peaceful gardens of the Magi. | 


1 * the books of our prophet; I thrice a \ day 2 vial 
to MiTuras; and when I eat I give ſomething to the dogs, to re- 
mind me of the duties of charity. Before I waſh, or take my reſt, 

or go upon buſineſs, or a journey, I uſe the forms preſcribed by 

ZERDUSHT; and becauſe theſe compliances are very imperfect, 
- I ſolemnly obſerve the feaſt of CUDA D to expiate the neceſſary 
omiſſions of duty. I ſubmit with reverence to thy cenſures, SMER- 


DIS ; * for the rebukes of a prieſt, a parent, and an inſtructor, ſhall | 


Abe received with meckneſs, (ſays ZERDUSHT,) for their ſervices 
can never r be repaid.” | 


Happy art Won f in the receſſes of f Badr, guarded by miniſtering 


genii, who will not ſuffer the ſuſpicion of guilt to reſt upon thee ! 


Temperance governs thy meals, and ſweet ſleep attends thy bed. 
Thou riſeſt before MiTHRAs, and awaiteſt his coming with thy 


ſupplications, and lieſt — before — till he has mounted far 


VOL, II. . | 7 1 above 


153 


e 


Fe 3 


S 

FE 

0 

pd 

| <0 
„ 
* 8 
a ; 0 
3 
M &S 
4 — 
2 I 
ge VP 
* 
1 
m 5 
8 
< 8 
hs 

-O 

* 

— 

2 
„ 
8 

& 

c 

2 
4 
S 
* "= | 


— — — —öͤ - — — 


ä 
r 


0 OG. 
EH 
++ 4% | 
2 8 22 
1 
E 8 3 . 
5 258 = 
1 
„ 
E 8 © E %Y 
12184 
58 
1 
=: — 
TY, 
= E e © 
S LOWS 
- = 3 = 2 
oO. VU 3 5 
1 © 
8 — 2 
8 8 32 8 
2 8 3 S 
W 
8 2 f 5 
: 2 8 2 
5 = 
WO 0 = 
= > 
© © Y » 
- 2 PA — 
35 83 3 
S8 8 h © 8 
8. 8 8 f 8. 


C XXX. 
— — 


3% 


rr 
en Re CDACSES 


— 


* 


When thou viſiteſt thy ſolitary cave, all nature lies open before 


ious 


Thou ſtudieſt the 


mind that circulation of time which contains all their revolutions. 


* 


mark of an invariable beneficent Providence. 


© 


Thou reflecteſt on the regular change of the ſeaſons, that 


- 


- 


courſe of the heavenly bodies, and comprehendeſt in thy capac 


thee. 


ineated on the arched roof 
of thy grotto, and adorned the horizon with the emblems of a ba- 


The concave of the heavens thou haſt del 


lance, a rule, and a bridle, to ſi 


* 


dance of OROMASDES. 
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ARTAPEERNES to l From Sacks. 


1 HAVE lately received an order under the imperial ſignet, which 

calls me away from this place to aſſiſt in the ſupreme council upon 
the vacancy by MzoAbrzus's death. The government of Sardis, 
and the care of the province, are entruſted to PIs UTHNESs during 
my abſence, who will find all things in a ſtate of perfect tranquil - 
lity. Sardis is ſo ſtrongly fortified, and its magazines are at pre- 
ſent ſo well ſupplied, that without that fabulous ſecurity, to which 
it truſted in ancient times, it may juſtly be called to this day the 


key of the Leſſer Aſia; and a place of this ſtrength i in the hands of 


faithful governors will always have a great influence over the neigh- 
bouring provinces. Excuſe me, CLEANDER, if I cannot help re- 
capitulating the circumſtances of my own life, and the intereſting 
events in my family, which have in a particular manner engaged my 


affeQions to this place. My father, ARTAPHERNES, in joint com- 


mand with DAaT1s, revenged upon the Greeks the injury they did 


to DAR1vs, when they reduced this city to aſhes; and they have 


ſeen it rebuilt by me, the grandſon of another ARTAPHERNES, who 
valiantly held out the? ?citadel againſt them, while the reſt of Sardis 
was in flames. In the old city the houſes were chiefly built of cane; 


LETTER 
CXXXI1. 
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which was the occaſion that the conflagration ſpread fo inſtantly ; 


but there are now no buildings but of brick or ſtone. The forum, 
which was originally a noble defign, has been in this reign conſider- 
ably enlarged. The river Pactolus, thou knoweſt, runs through 


the midſt of it; and it takes in a view of the Tmolus, with 1 its fruit- 


LT” YT ful 
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ful vines, and the ſprings falling . its ſides. I have exjogid | 


— here, for the greateſt part of my time, a ſtate of eaſe with dignity. 
When the province of Lydia was added to my former government, 


I entered upon a more unquiet ſcene; but that laſted no longer than 
to give me an opportunity of approving the zeal and fidelity of my 
conduct to ARTAXERXES; and I now leave the province with leſs 
ne lince his IerICe requires it from n me. 


» 


— 


It was reſolved. in the council of W a little before MrOGA- | 
BYZUS's death; that a body of ſixty thouſand choice troops ſhould | 


be appointed to encamp near Sardis early in the next ſpring. By. 
this the Greeks will be made ſenſible, that Perſia is preparing to 


take a part in the Peloponneſian quarrel, and intends not to let flip 
ſo critical a conjuncture, as the preſent may ſeem, to cancel the diſ- 
grace of former treaties. If my advice ſhall be of any weight in 


the councils of Perſia, I ſhall earneſtly inſiſt upon the claims already 


made "—_—_— adhered to, as conditional to our entering into a league: 
XE RXES laid claim even to the dominion of Greece; 5 
ayaial of his anceſtors, had tranſplanted thither, 
a colony of the: 1 wc ans, and ſubdued the peninſula, called after 
him the Peloponneſus. I will not take upon me to aſcertain his pre- 
tenſions; fince this happened ſo long ago as under the old Afyrian: 
monarchy. But of this J am ſure, that unleſs our preſent demands 


be complied with, of a free navigation on the Grecian ſeas, and that: 
 ARTAXERXES be put in full poſſeſſion of the colonies in Aſia, which 


are founded upon much more defenſible pretenſions, there can no 
league be granted to Sparta, but by our afliſting that republick on 
"uy diſhonourable and nnn terms. 


* 


It has been thought expedient, that * experienced acct wha. 
have ſerved in Greece, ſhould review our new-raiſed forces in their. 
' Winter 
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1 winter quarters, and make improvements in the military diſcipline LATER® „ 


after the Grecian manner. This was wiſely ſuggeſted, and at a ver | 4 
proper time, in a letter to MEGABYZUs. The fatal miſcarriages of 
our undertakings againſt the Greeks ought indeed to have convinced 
us, that the arts of war and conqueſt are to be learnt from our ene- Dj | 
mies; a truth, CLEANDER, which my father ARTAPHERNES, after > | - 
many glorious and faithful ſervices, lived to inculcate from his own | : 
experience ; happy in this at leaft, that the part he acted was always 
great, though the fortune of his life was various — © OY | ; 


4 


* * 


5 , — I * - s » 


I much applaud myſelf, CLEANDER, for having recommended . 
thee to the ſervice of the great king, who with ſuch unwearied dili: 1 
gence haſt watched over the affairs of Greece. I am not ignorant 
that, notwithſtanding thou haſt deſerved ſo well of Perſia, there are 1 
ſome who have ſhewn themſelves very inſenſible of thy merits. But _D_N 
continue to ſerve our ſovereign with the ſame ſpirit and reſotution, 
and aſſure Ry of d always ona ARTAPHEANAD | in the number 
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CLEANDER to GoBRYAS. From Athens. 


CxXXXII. a ; 21s MON { 
— and think it my duty, noble ſcribe, to give thee a recital of the 


converſation, as I know thou art attentive to his behaviour, not only 
| becauſe of thy perſonal concern for the family of MxOABVYZus, but 
becauſe of the conſequences of his future raſhneſs or ſobriety to thy 
maſter and thy country. Thou mayſt eaſily conjecture, that during 
my reſidence in the palace of my ever-honoured patron, I had con- 
tracted ſome acquaintance with him, for the ſake of his own parts | 
and ſpirit, and of his relation to that great man. I was a good deal 
ſtruck with ſeeing him again, after an interval of many years; and 
though I could not receive him otherwiſe than affectionately, yet, 
on account of his late proceedings, I was willing to ſhew him a 
little degree of coolneſs and reſerve, He prevented all my queſtions, 
by telling me, that he had taken Epheſus in his way from Suſa, and 
had ſeen my brother HI IAS, from whom he learnt that we were 
| embarked together in trade, and that I was ſettled here to carry on 
that part of it which depended on the commodities of Greece, while 
he managed every thing which belongs to the traffick of the Eaſt. 


LETTER I was yeſterday morning ſurprized by a viſit from Zoeyrus; 


As ſoon as the ordinary compliments were over, his countenance, 
on a ſudden, loſt its gaiety, and aſſumed an air that beſpoke a difla- 
tisfied mind. You may wonder, (ſaid he,) if you have not heard 
« my ſtory, what could draw ZopyRus from the ſeat of his friends 
&* and kindred, to engage in the company and projects of bold ad- 

Le. « yenturers ; 
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venturers ; nor when. you have heard it, will there be rod for LETTER 
wonder.” It is true, (returned I.) no man in Athens can be a 


ſtranger to the character or hiſtory of MxoABTz Us and his ſons ; 
much leſs can I, whoſe. curioſity would prompt me to inquire 
into, as well 'as whoſe gratitude - would make me anxious for, the 


fate of your illuſtrious houſe, be uninformed: or unintereſted in 


irs honour or reproach.” Jou know then (replied Zoyyrus) 
all that has paſſed ſince the death of my father; nor would I 


| chooſe, by relating it to you, to trace over in my mind thoſe 
- misfortunes which I wiſh might be for ever blotted out of my own 
memory and the annals of poſterity. But ſuch is the nature of 
diſgrace, that when it has fallen upon us, it is perpetually haunt- 


ing our thoughts; ſince its impreſſions are more lively and laſting 
than thoſe of happineſs. After the iniquity of APOLLONIDES 


was diſcovered .and puniſhed, I aſked the king to beſtow on me 
the government of Damaſcus ; a requeſt in which 1 fancied my- 


ſelf ſufficiently ſupported by my birth and quality, and my dili- 
gence in the army. By means of that faction which has been 


long working in vain to ruin the credit of MecaByzus, it was 


refuſed me; and though I was civilly told I ſhould one day be re- 


membered, I regarded it as unbecoming the ſon of a miniſter 
who had deſerved ſo well for his abilities, to endure a repulſe 


without reſenting it. In this too I follow his own example, and 


approve myſelf the heir of his virtues, who deſerted the ſervice of 
his prince with the ſame zeal, and from the ſame principle, which 


diſtinguiſhed him from all others, when he acted in it.” © You 
forget (ſaid I) one part of your father's conduct, the moſt ho- 
nourable part of it, his returning to court and to his duty. Thus 
you ſeem to propoſe a very partial imitation of him. Forgive me, 
ZOPYRUS, that I take upon me the privilege of a friend, and ad- 


viſe you to coalider well, before you purſue ſuch meaſures as may 


<4 blaſt 
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blaſt thoſe hopes which your country has conceived: of you, and 
put a reconciliation with ARTAXERXES beyond your power. 1 
deſire not to enter into the ſecret policy of your ſchemes, whether 
they are well laid, and likely to ſueceed; or whether they are re- 
fined and fantaſtick.” * As to theſe, (anſwered he,) be under 
no concern.” © Yes, (replied I) you muſt permit me to be con- 


cerned for your ſafety; nor impute this to an over-diffidence 
ariſing from experience, but to a well-timed diſcretion : for f 
men in years are apt to be flow in reſolving, becauſe they think 


it difficult to correct the bad conſequences of imprudence; re- 
member, that youth, miſtaking the reverſe of wrong for right, 


imagine their ſpirit will make amends for the errors of their judg· 


ment. In what way did you leave Suſa?” I left it (returned 
he) without deſiring an audience of leave, or conferring with any 
of the minifters. As ſoon as Gomryas delivered me the king's 
anſwer, which, I muſt confeſs, he did in the moſt obliging man- 


ner, I went abruptly from court, to ſeek ARTYPHIUs, my bro- 


ther, who at that time was in the foreſt of Nyſa. He endea- 


voured to give me comfort under my diſappointment ; but I de- 


ſpiſed it with reaſon, and told him, that I ſaw the adminiſtration 
of affairs would fall into the hands of TzrxyBAZUs the treaſurer, 
and BAGORAZES the cup-bearer, my father's avowed enemies; 


that he might expect our family would meet with no encou- 
ragement from them; and it were well if we did not feel the 


effects of their oppreſſion. I added, that for my own part 1 


was determined to be out of their reach, to court the protection 


of ſome foreign power, or plant a colony in ſome diſtant country, 
Soon after I ſet out for Athens, where I looked for an hoſpitable | 
reception from the gratitude of this city to my mother “; and you. 


ſce I have found i it, and am thankful for itt. 
9 Vid. Cteſ. Fragm. : 


„ Methinks, 


ATHENIAN: LETTERS. : _ 
« Methinks, (anſwered I.) you were governed by a raſh jeloufy . — N 
« jn miſtruſting the honour of the king, and believing that the craft 
« of any ſervant could induce him to neglect the ſons and depend- 
« ants of MREOABTz Us. How much better had it been for you to 
« have waited the leiſure of our ſovereign ; nor thought yourſelf 
c diſgraced in a denial of the firſt requeſt! You had now been in 
« poſſeſſion of a rich ſatrapy, or honoured with a mark of dif- | 
e tinction. In what ſtate can you expect to find equal favour or 
c ſecurity with that which Suſa can afford you? And as to found- I 
« ing a colony, you will meet with too many difficulties to make 1 
« it either ſafe or deſirable, and be attended with too few followers, | 
© to prevent it from being abſurd or impracticable. Would not 
be, « your time have been employed more worthily for a young man, 
5 « more agreeably to yourſelf, and in the end perhaps profitably to . g 
perſia, in the purſuit of uſeful literature with the ſages of Greece ä 
aand Egypt, in ſtudying the ſublime doctrines of ZoxoAsTER 1 
” Vith the Magi, or in learning the art of war under the greateſt 
- « officers of the Eaſt, than in hearkening to the inſinuations of flat- 
5 4 terers, and following the eounſels of the deſperate? Is it not 
” i prepoſterous for a man to put himſelf into the hopeleſs condition 
5 &« of one, who has abandoned his country for a crime committed in 
5 FL flying at the firſt unneceſſarily in a haſty ſally of reſentment, 
. L and then doing ſuch actions as muſt baniſh him for ever from it? 
1 « But at the ſame time that I tell you what different things I ex- 
« pected from the innate diſpoſition to virtue, and excellent under- 
: © ſtanding I have long ſince obſerved in you, it gives me pleaſure 
to reflect, that you cannot be diſguſted at the truth or the freedom 
, of my cenſures.” And you would then (replied he) adviſe me 
to return?” © Without doubt, (ſaid I;) can you act more wiſely 
in reſpe& of ARTYPHIvUSs and the reſt of your relations, (for as ; 
to yourſelf, I will urge nothing farther, as it is, I am convinced, — | on ö 
VOL, 11. — | S ͤ cow 


. 
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8 « a conſideration of the leaſt weight with you,) I ſay in reſpect of 

23. * thoſe whom you ſo much eſteem, can you act more wiſely, chan 
in making a proper ſubmiſſion to the court? Will not your raſh. 
neſs bring ſuſpicions upon them, Rs the favours of the king, 
and perhaps prove at laſt their ruin?” 4 That is impoſlible (in- | 
terrupted he with ſome eagerneſs). . Their ſucceſs will depend 
their own behaviour. CLEANDER, I am never angry with one who 
ſeems to wiſh me well; but I defire you would neither trouble 
yourſelf nor me any longer on this ſubject. You are an incom- 
petent judge of my deſigns, as you are unacquainted with _ 
and to ſtep back, when I am advanced ſo far, would be both timo- 
rous and inconſiſtent.” {21 ITE 


Such was our converſation, noble GoBrYAs; ſuch are often the 
ſuggeſtions of a generous mind, mifled by youthful vanity, and un- 
fortunately betraying its weakneſs, when it means to diſcover its 
ſtrength. Thus the young Zoe YRUS, incapable of diſtinguiſhing 
betwixt perſeverance and obſtinacy, is bent on nothing but acting a 
conſiſtent part, however indiſcreet a one; as if uniformity; for the 
ſake of uniformity, were not a mere imagi beauty in a great 
character. L OPT 950 e, 
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LETTER CXXXIL 


Cnanierzs t CLEANDER. 


ER 


CXXXII. 
if, beſides laying. before thee an account of the manner in which 


1 executed thy commiſſions at Suſa, I enlarge my letter with ſome 


particulars of my journey thither, and of the ſtate in which I found 
affairs at my arrival. 


I IMAGINE thou wilt not think I enter into an unneceſſary detail, LETTER 


5 8 


I had no Sager Galuted my; fuber Hiprias _ his. + =" ig at 
Epheſus, than I ſet out for Sardis ; where, upon informing Pi- 
SUTHNES, the governor, that L was ſent expreſs to court with diſ- 
patches from Athens, he gave me immediate orders for poſt· horſes, 
and the beſt guides which the proyince afforded. - Under their direc- | 
tion I proceeded forward through Phrygia, Cappadocia, Cilicia, Ar- 
menia, and Aſſyria, till J arrived at Suſa, ſtopping no where any 

longer than was neceſſary to take refreſhments, and change our horſes, 
at the ſeveral publick ſtations, which, by the liberality of our mo- 
narchs, are erected ; in ſuch numbers through the provinces for the 
accommodation of travellers, that (as thou muſt have obſerved) 1 ; 
there are not leſs than an hundred and eleven in the road between 
SARDIS and SUSA *, Except the inconveniences ariſing from the 
fatigue of ſo long and continued a journey, it was not difagreegble 
to take a ſurvey, though a ranlitory, o one, of countries Varfing in 


*The erecting ck N 1 che Err bt che king's ag governor's | 
diſpatches was an inſtitution of Crgve's. Vor a. be account of this matter, ſee 
RoLLIN's- Ancient Hiſtory, vol. i i. 
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retinue of a traveller, where the fate of empires has been decided. 
In particular, I could not help being ſtruck with the contraſt be- 
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their ſituation, nature, and manners; to aſcend Pe famous 
for their height and ſteepneſs; to 20 rivers which viſit different 
kingdoms in their paſſage; and to traverſe plains with the peaceful 


tween Lydia and Cappadocia. The former entertains one with a 


view of well cultivated extended plains, hills crowned with the fineſt 
| woods, and watered by gentle rivulets. The latter preſents one with 
rough craggy mountains, whoſe ſides are worn by the torrents roll- 

ing down them; vallies ſurrounded with dreadful precipices, and 
rivers which, in the rapidity of their courſe, overflow. their banks, E-J 


and lay waſte the country for many paraſangs. I met on the road 
the equipages of ſeveral young ſatraps, who have commands in the 


army which is to aſſemble near Sardis ; and was grieved to find, that 
the number of covered litters and baggage-waggons, which tend to 
enervate the diſcipline of our troops, and retard their motions, was 
not decreaſed amongſt them ; but I have fince heard, that upon the 
repreſentation of HYDARNEs, who is appointed general of thoſe 
forces, ſtri& orders have been iſſued to retrench the number of ſuck. 
magnificent incumbrances. On my arrival at Suſa, I paid my firſt 


reſpe&s to the chamberlain HY DASPURES, who, induced by. that af. 


fectionate regard which he expreffes for all who come recommended 
from thee, received me with open arms, and appointed me a lodg- 
ing in the ſpacious apartments allotted him in the palace. I was by 


him introduced to Gopryas, whom we found diQating to the 


ſcribes about him diſpatches to the different quarters of the empire, 
There i is a politeneſs and humanity in the countenance and addreſs 
of HY DAS PES, which even at firſt fight gives you a love for his 
perſon ; but the penetrating eye and ſenſible look of GoBRrYAs, his 


head grown grey in the ſervice of his prince, and the dignity of his 


whole appearance, ma a a not teſs due to the merits of his 


character 
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clude a ſudden peace: but he added, that as the jealouſies which 
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character than the eminence of his ſtation. That great MAY 
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Cx xX. 
after reading your letters, and expreſſing the ſatisfaction he 3 — 


: receives from them, entered into converſation with 115 for three 


hours on the poſture of affairs in Greece. During the time it 


laſted, I was doubtful. which moſt to admire, his condeſcenſion in 
hearing me diſcourſe upon ſubjects wherein he was ſo much my ſu- 
perior, or the extent of his capacity, which preſented every thing 
to his view; and the exactneſs of his judgment, which ſuffered no 


particular to eſcape him unexamined or unaccounted for. I find by 
the idea he has formed of CLROxN's character, and the queſtions he 


aſked me relating to him, he thinks that turbulent Athenian may 


either be brought over to the Perſian intereſt, or at leaſt made uſe 


of advantageouſſy, in regard to the great project which he has in 


view, of eſtabliſhing the tranquillity of the empire, by weakening 


the Grecian ſtates through the means of one another. He ſeems 
extremely impatient for the arrival of the Lacedæmonian embaſſy, 


and apprehenſive that if a blow is ſtruck on either ſide before Perſia 


has taken her part in the war, the contending republicks will con- 


occaſioned this rupture would continue, he ſcarcely thought it would 


be durable. I endeavoured, in obedience to thy inſtructions, to diſ- 
cover how far he would comply with thy defire of /being recalled 
from thy hazardous employment; but from the manner in which he 


received the hints I let fall, and the unanimous opinion of thy other 
friends, I think it by no means proper to. preſs. that affair any farther 


at preſent. When our conference was ended, he told me he hoped 


the court of Suſa' would afford pleaſures ſufficient to detain me 


here ſome time; not, added he ſmiling, that we will keep you as 


an hoſtage for your uncle's fidelity; but fince in two or three 


months we may have occaſion to ſend him diſpatches of the higheſt 


importance, I would willy ſecure ſo truſty and d expeditious a me{- 
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— gage as 1 to convey them. I i I Herold — 0 
—— permiſſion and commands before I thought of — to LOI 


and ſo took my leave. 


; 
Amidſt the variety of obj es to engage my attention | hn I hive 5 
not been unmindful, as far as opportunity ſerved, to inquire into 
the points which thou gaveſt me in charge; viz. the continuance of 
thy enemies practices, and the ſtate of parties at the court. As to 
the firſt, I am well aſſured, that the intereſt of GoBRVYAS, fo ſeaſon. 
ably exerted in your behalf, and the expreſſions which the king 
himſelf uſed in your favour, were more than ſufficient to confound 
. DO. their malevolent deſigns. But depend upon it, the malice of 'TxR1- 
| BAZ us, whatever countenance he puts on, is by no means dimi- 
niſhed; he ſtill reſents the diſappointment of his chimerical' alliance; 
which he attributes to thy artifice ; and whenever OO can 
ſecond his inclination, thou art like to ſeel the effects of his diſplea 
ſure; ſo true is the old maxim, that thoſe who commit an * 
can never forgive. The animoſities between him and GopRryas, 
which were carried on with great warmth on both ſides, are now to 
| all outward appearance ſubſided, in obedience to the king's expreſs 
| * direction, who ſent for them into his apartment, and exhorted them 
: | to unite, at this important juncture, in carrying on his ſervice; 
„ And if there muſt be a contention between you, (ſaid the king,) 
| let it be in promoting ſuch meaſures as tend to my nnd 
| “the publick welfare. 


| | | "Cave 890990 is thought to have carried a great point in „ bringing 
ARTAPHERNES into the council of ſeven, when the intereſt of T1s- 
SAPHERNES, maſter of the horſe, was ſtrongly eſpouſed by TxR1- 
 BAZUsS, In few words, I take the intereſts of theſe two moni 
—— to lie tus: ; Gonryas is ſtrongly ſupported by a perſonal ſhare in 
| | © the 
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the king's favour, and the general eſteem which the integrity of his 
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behaviour, and his experience in buſineſs, have gained him through- 
out the Eaſt. TERIBAZus relies on his addreſs in creating depend- 


ants to himſelf, his never- failing management of court-intrigues, and 
the intereſt which he always takes care to cultivate with thoſe ladies 


| whoſe charms at any time make the deepeſt impreſſion on his maſter, 
Whilſt he pays the moſt ſervile court to the. reigning monarch, he 


neglects not recommending himſelf to the future one, by the means 
of PHARNALYAS, chief eunuch to XERXES *, That young prince 
affords but a diſagreeable proſpect to Perſia. Shut up in the inmoſt 
receſſes of his palace, he devotes his whole life to effeminate plea- 


ſures ; beſtowing his confidence and bounties on thoſe only who can 


heighten luxury with moſt elegance, and keep his vicious inclina- 


tions perpetually alive by freſh ſcenes of debauchery. Alike regard- 


leſs of the happineſs of nations, which will one day be entruſted to 
his care, and the wiſe admonitions of his father, he plunges out of 
one courſe of riot into another, without any real inclination to virtue, 
or even ſenſe of ſhame. SocplAxus, the eldeſt of the king's ille- 


gitimate children, is remarkable for an outward generoſity and open- 


; neſs of temper, is fond of manly ſports, and affects making himſelf 


agreeable to the ſoldiery ; but thoſe who know him beſt, aſſure me 


he is a maſter of the art of diſſimulation, and has at the bottom a 
great mixture of brutality and roughneſs. Ocnvs ftill continues in 
the government of Hyrcania, where he behaves himſelf to the ge- 


neral ſatisfaction of the people F. It is remarked, that the pro- 


* Hiſtory confirms the characters which CHarICLEs gives of theſe princes. Waere : 


who ſucceeded his father, reigned but a few days, being aſſaſſinated by his brother 


SoGDIaNus, after a debauch, in which he had drunk to exceſs. The latter uſurped 


the crown, but ſoon made himſelf ſo unpopular by his many acts of cruelty, that al- 


moſt the whole empire joined in ſupporting the claim of Ochus, who took the name 

of Darius Norhus, and was one of the wiſeſt and beſt monarchs that ever ſat on 

the Perſian throne, Note by the Tranſlator. 
+ Ibid. 
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vinces never enjoyed a ſtate of back profound tranquillity ; which; is 
attributed, in a great - meaſure, to the exact obſervance of an excel. 
lent regulation eſtabliſhed by our ancient monarchs; viz. the ſending $ 

of inſpeCtors, of approved juſtice and diſcernment, annually through 
the empire, to examine the behaviour of the een 1 —_ 1 
the 1 of che ſubjects. 


— = $ 


Thus have I laid A the e * of os | in thin court, 
with more freedom than your Perſian friends would venture to. do, 


and with an impartiality (unbiaſſed, as I am, to any fide) which | 


will make amends for the other deficiencies of- this narration. If 1 


were not ſenſible how much you prefer the real offices of reſpect to 


the moſt eloquent profeſſions of them, I might lengthen out this 


letter by acknowledgments of your kindneſs to me at Athens, and the 


recommendations with which you accompanied me hither. Give 


me leave, however, to ſay this, that I ſhall think myſelf unworthy d 


the near relation I bear to you, when I ceaſe making your virtues the 
pattern of my actions, and your inſtructions the rule of my conduct. 


* l 
3 I 
* 


The End of the fixth Year of the Peloponnefian War. 


ATHENIAN LETTERS. | 


A 2 
2 C . F * ws wn 0 N * 7 * 8 4 1 "4 : * 2 * 
7 8 


3 4. M. 3 570 Tun u. Year, Fl the 88h Ohmpiad, 


. froenth Yes zar os the Penn an War. x 


LETTER CXA. 


* 


Crranvin to Gonmras. ho 


fulleſt account of the ſtate of affairs in this city, 1 reſolved to 
defer writing, till it could reaſonably be con jectured upon what plan 
the campaign of this ſummer would proceed, and where the ſtreſs 


of the war would lie. I cannot ſay that things are yet arrived at a 


criſis important enough to determine the laſt reſolutions of the con- 
tending ſtates, as to peace amongſt themſelves, or further alliances 


with foreign powers ; bur ſome late remarkable tranſactions about 
PrLus, which begin to draw the. force and attention of Greece to 
thoſe parts, induce me to lay before the Perſian council the ſtate of a 
war, which ambition, mutual jealouſies, and domeſtick factions, have 


be out to its ſeventk das 


& WY ; 
3 


Prrus is a fort Be -4 in ha rerfitciry of the Meſſenians, not” 


above four hundred ſtadia from Sparta itſelf. The place is by na- 


TER E Atpatched = away. nen to Sula, with the LETTER 


* CXXXVI, 


ture extremely ſtrong, particularly towards the ſea, where the coaſt 


is defended * a chain of rocks; 6 and it has the advantage of a ſafe 
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LETTER and Saciots harbour. Alittle off the ſhore lies the ſmall deſart iſland 
' CXXXIV. 5 


— of Sphacteria, which ſo ſtreightens the entrance of the port, that no 
Rn more than two ſhips can enter abreaſt. Early in the ſpring the 
Athenians ſent out a fleet of forty ſail, under the command of Sor 
PHOCLES and EURYMEDON, to aſſiſt their allies in Sicily. They 
had likewiſe inſtructions to ſtop at Corcyra i in their paſſage, and re- 
duce the remains of the ariſtocratical faction there, who have taken 
. up arms, and fortified themſelves in the mountains. DEMOSTHENES, 
5 dme late general i in Folia, who was on board the fleet, adviſed them, 
in a. council of war, to detach a ſquadron, and take poſſeſſion of 
Pylus. He repreſented it as a place of great importance, Which 
would give them an opportunity of making incurſions into Laconia, 
and retaliating upon the Lacedzmonians the ravages which Attica had 
ſuffered during the war. He argued farther, that it would animate 
the Meſſenians, who had been ſubdued and cruelly treated by the 
| republick of Sparta, to throw off the yoke, and excite the Helots to . 
. iiſe, and free themſelves from the oppreſſions of harſh and ſevere 
maſters. However Plauſible this propoſal might appear, the other Ws 
generals refuſed to give their conſent to it; for they urged, that the 
advantages, of ſeizing Pylus would not 3 the charge and 
difficulty of keeping it. Obſerve the caprice of fortune, nahle 
ſeribe; chance effected what all the plauſible reaſoning of Demoes-. 
THENES could not campaſs. A contrary. wind ariſing in their paſs: 
ſage, drove them into the very harbour of Pylus, where, as. they 
were, obliged to land and refreſh their men, the ſoldiers. took. ſuch. a, 
liking to the place, that, without ſtaying for orders, they began to 
fortify it of themſelves, and in fix days time put it out of any danger 
of a ſurprize. It was in vain for the officers to oppoſe the work, 
when once it was put in execution, and they found it agreeable to the 
army, They therefore made DgMQsTHENEsS governor of the fort, 
left him a ſmall garriſon: and five ſhips, to defend it, and- held on their 
courſe | 


\ 


CXXXIV. 
in the celebration of ſome great feſtival ; and though at firſt the · 


aſſected to deſpiſe iu, the magiſtrates, upon better conſideration, ſent 
orders to their king Adis, who had entered Attica at the head of 
the NaN army, and was laying waſte an exhauſted country, 
to return immediately, and expel the Athenians from Pylus. They 
alſo ufed their utmoſt diligence in affembling a fleet from Corinth, 
and their other allies, to block up. the place by ſea. The ſubmiſſion 
and exactnefs with which the matidates of the Fphort ate obeyed is 
inexpreſſible. The land army, amounting to twelve thouſand men, 
which had ſtayed but fifteen days in Attica, decamped immediately, 
and marched towards the extremity of Peloponneſus, to form the 
ſiege of Pylus. About the ſame time a ſquadron of fixty fail ap- 
peared off the place, and put the garriſon out of all hopes of receiv- 
ing proviſion or relief. DEMOSTHENES, on the point of being be- 
ſieged both by land and ſea, ſent an account of his diſtreſs to Ni- 
eiAs, commander of the Athenian fquadron at ZACYNTHUS, de- 
firing immediate ſuccours, without which he could not anſwer for 
the ſafety of the place; and at the ſame time he diſpatched meſſengers 
hither, to requeſt that further reinforcements might be got ready 
with all expedition ; but, unluckily for the Athenians, there have 
been ſo many delays, to which their counſels are very liable, that the 
Lacedzmonians have made all their preparations without diſturbance. 


We hear they have inveſted Pylus on all ſides ; their land forces have 
caſt up intrenchments, and are preparing machines to attack the walls. 
THRASYMELIDAS, the admiral, is ready to ſhut up the entrance of 
the port with a double line of galleys, and has thrown: a detachment _ 
of picked men into the iſland of Sphacteria, in order to complete 
the blockade, and prevent the. only thing they are apprehenſive 5 
the relief of Pylus by ſea, Mot people here, from the ſmallneſs of 

the 
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courſe for Coreyra. The news of taking Pylus found Sparta eng 921 LETTER 
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the ile, and the frength of the beheging army, give he Mos” | | 


SEG for loſt, unleſs Nic1as makes ſome briſk and ſpeedy effort to raiſe 


the ſiege; but that, his enemies affirm, is not to be expected, ben 
the Ny of his . and the ſlowneſs of his reſolutions, » 


As I am now. writing, wats ſcribe, 15 am told, that an „ 
who with great hazard has eſcaped through the beſieger's lines, is 
arrived from Pylus, and gone directly to the Prytanes. The multi- 
tude begin to fill the + and require with clamours an immediate 
ſummons to the aſſembly.” 


* 


I am juſt returned from it, and can 1 thee, that he brings a an 


account of a moſt deſperate aſſault ſuſtained by the garriſon the thir- 


teenth of this moon. The Lacedzmonians attacked the fort by ſea 
with good hopes of ſucceſs; for though the rocks and roughneſs of 


the waves were no ſmall hindrances to their deſign, the fortifications _ 


in that part were weakeſt. DEMOSTHENES put himſelf at the head of 
three hundred heavy-armed ſoldiers and a few archers, whom he 


drew up on the ſhore; and after animating them by a ſhort but ſpi- 


rited harangue, determined his brave followers to ſtand the aſſault. 


The enemy made their attack by different ſquadrons, which ſuc- 


ceeded each other; but they met with ſo warm a reception, that 
none of the ſhips were able to difembark their men. 


the Spartan, obliged his pilot to run him a-ground, and attempted to 
land his ſoldiers; and though no one could behave with more per- 
ſonal bravery than that gallant officer, killing ſeveral of thoſe who 


| BrasiDas, | 


defended the place with his own hand, yet after receiving ſeveral 
wounds, which diſabled him from giving orders, he put back to 


ſea with great difficulty. His buckler, which was dropt in the 


fight and taken, was fet up by DEMOSTHENES, as a trophy of his 


W when the action was over; which, for the time it laſted, 


the 
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the expreſs ae all confeſſed was the hotteſt | they ever were en- 


1 4 
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ww th Rows: of Pylus ſeems likely to collect the main force both 


of Athens and Sparta, and the former are not leſs eager to preſerve, 


than the latter are to recover, their poſſeſſion of the fort, ſome de- 


3 


ciſive e it 18. wt nctirng muſt enſue. V 


» {'V 


2 Thou wilt receive "row Orem the cenalnty of what 1. am 
here told, that the ruling: party of Sparta are haſtening awray their 5 
embaſſadors to the ſublime court. Whilſt they are uncertain how 


this affair will end, the king may obtain advantageous terms; but 


good fortune will render them inſolent, and adverſity oblige them to 


ſtrike up a ſudden accommodation. There are a ſet of men in this = 


republick, potent lord, who. would not. be diſpleaſed to anticipate 


Sparta in the project of a Perſian league. PyTHON preſſes the ne- 


ceſſity of it in all his diſpatehes; and in his laſt, after acquainting 
the ſenate with the conference, of which thou ſenteſt me a relation, 
aſſures them, * that the miniſtry of the great king are reſolved to 


„ make the beſt uſe of the diſſenſions in Greece; that no remon- 


e ſtrances or ſoftening ſpeeches he can frame, will prevent their 
« affiſting the party which offers the moſt profitable conditions; that 
_« thy point is not now, whether it would be honourable for the 
+ Greeks to unite with Barbarians, but whether Athens or her ene- 
« mies ſhall reap the benefit of the Perſian arms.” This meaſure 
is, notwithſtanding, ſo diſagreeable at preſent to the maj ority of the 
people, who think their own ſtrength ſufficient to carry them through 


all difficulties, and would give ſuch a handle to Nictas and his 
friends to complain, that there was an intention to perpetuate the 


war, that thoſe who are in their hearts the greateſt advocates for it, 
dare not openly — it in the aſſembly. Zorrur 8, whoſe ar- 


rival 
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174 1 ATHENIAN LETTERS. 
885 TEETER rival here I ſignified in my laſt letters, has collected a — my 
3 venturers of different nations, Corcyreans, Rhodians, and Ache. 
nians, with whom he intends to make a ſettlement at Caunus; and, 
by his intelligence in the place, hopes to become maſter of it wich- 
out much \difficulty. The expences of this expedition are defrayed _ 
by a ſociety of Athenian merchants, who are tempted to come into 
1 1 5 it, by the convenient ſituation of Caunus for trade, and the com- 
== - 1 9 modiouſneſs of its port and arſenal, ZorrRus carries with him 
=. ten ſhips, having five hundred men on board, and will fail in a few 
OO days. I have already put AmoRcss, governor of Caria, on his 
i 5 guard, and exhorted him to reinforce the caſtle of Imbrus, and to 
ll ſiiꝛe all ſuſpected perſons. It grieves me, generous GOBRYAS, that 
—_— the ſon of my illuſtrious patron ſhould behave himſelf in a manner ſo 
. N diſreputable to his name, family, and fortunes. But we often ſee that 
i N AxIMANius takes a malignant pleaſure in clouding the memory of 


an eminent perſon with diſgrace, by leading into vice, or overwhelm- 
Ing with N his n or N poſterity. 
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, N to CLEANDER. | From Eph 
T HE capricious Athenians, among whom thou ſoj el © cannot 
even ſacrifice to the exigencies of the commonwealth, their 


inſatiable thirſt and unaccountable eagerneſs after news. How often 
haſt thou heard them in their portico's, when their fate and fortunes 


| ſeemed to be in imminent hazard, idly inquiſitive, and prepoſterouſly 


ſolicitous about the trivial and domeſtick occurrences of private 
men and families, hardly worthy the attention of the moſt diſen- 


w75 . 


LE TTER 
CXXNV, 


gaged inhabitant of that potent city ? And can thy brother then 


want an excuſe for diverting a while, in this way, the courſe of thy 


ſage meditations ; whoſe humble and obſcure ſtation ſetteth him far 


below ſuch anxiety for the publick, which in him would be intole- 


rable affeQation ; while yet the love of his country inſpireth him 


with the moſt ardent wiſhes for its proſperity, and engageth him in 


never=ceaſing, ſupplications to the divine OROMAsDEs, for the con- 
tinuance of the health of ArT AXERXES, and the ſuceeſs of his wiſe 


and able miniſters? Yet before I turn to the peculiar ſubject of this 
letter, let me aſſure thee, that thy laſt diſpatch, of the ſixth day of 
the preceding moon, was tranfmitted to the noble Gonryas, with 


— 


the fidelity and expedition which I have ever obſerved, ſince I was 


honoured with the charge of receiving thy informations, and for- 
warding them to the Perſian court. The city in which I live, re- 
gardleſs in great meaſure of the buſtle and havock which agitate the 


oppoſite een of Greece, and only intent on ſchemes for the im- 


provement 
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1 0 3 R provement of trade and encouragement a” Arts. hath ſuffered itſelf : 
_—_— : — to be called off, for a little while, even from theſe important con- 
templations, and is now almoſt univerſally taken up in diſcourſing Y 
and debating on a late event, which hath amazed them all; and * 
which, how unintereſting ſoever it may be to others, is not ſo to 
thee, from a long and intimate acquaintance with the perſons to 
whom it relates. | | 
You mak remember * you were 1ſt at Ape with ber 5 
much warmth and eagerneſs of love the young and lively HEL10- 
DORUS purſued the eldeſt and faireſt of the charming offspring of 
the venerable DIoPHANEs, the prieſt of JUPITER. Thou eanſt 
not forget with how much inoffenſive pleaſantry, and genuine , Attick 
wit, thou walſt wont to accuſe the amorous and gay ſervant of ; 
APoLLo, of almoſt giving up his duty to his paſſion ; and making 
the cloiſters of that temple, in which he conſtantly reſideth, reſound 
much more and oftener with the praiſes of the beautiful ANTIOPE, 
than even with thoſe of the far-beaming god, whoſe altar is day 
and night illuminated with a thouſand burning tapers, in faint and 
feeble emulation of his enlivening rays, and at the foot of whoſe 
reſplendent ſhrine innumerable votaries repoſe themſelves nightly, 
hoping to obtain from the father of oracles ſome prophetick im- 
pulſes concerning their future lives and fortunes. Every one here 
ſeemed to with, and even to augurate ſucceſs to ſo well-grounded an 
affection; and declared by almoſt an unanimous ſuffrage and judg- 
ment, that the gods themſelves had, as it were, deſignedly formed 
the charms of ANTIOPE, to bleſs her agreeable adorer ; and the 
natural gaiety and eaſy vivacity of HELIODORUs, to complete the 
happineſs of his beloved miſtreſs. Thou mighteſt have ſeen them 
often together, ſoon as the radiant MiTHRAs had withdrawn his 


= ſultry. 
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kltry beam to gladden' nations, now pining and cas at his LETTE . * 
regretted abſence, walking hand in hand along the ſacred grove 3 
which ſurroundeth ApoLLo's Fane; followed by the applauſes of 27G? 
multitudes, who were ſcarcely able to reſtrain their tongues from 
crying after them, what their thoughts had often whiſpered to them 
in ſilence, Go on, ye lovely, loving pair! Go on and proſper ! En- 
« joy unenvied the natural converſe of each other, with a ſatisfaction . 
« and happineſs peculiarly your own !” Nor did it appear ever, that 
the virgin herſelf was ill pleaſed with theſe whiſpers and rumours, 
which ſome one or other was perpetually acquainting her with; 
whilſt her loyer diſcovered by an inexpreſſible gaiety, which he 
took no pains to conceal or to excuſe, how ſtrongly and how agree- 
ably he was affected with this general deſtination of ſo much ſweet- 
neſs and goodneſs to his arms. His ſpirits ever cheerful, and raiſed 
far above thoſe of his equals, and familiars, and colleagues, were 
viſibly and remarkably higher for ſome months. In good humour 
with himſelf and all about him, he ſeemed to have obtained to himſelf . 
a fore-taſte of the bliſs which all men beſtowed on him; and which 
he ſeemed. deſirous to repay them, by an affability and eaſe whick 
gladdened all who-came near him. His converſation, ever ſprightly 1 
and flowing, became now in a much greater degree ſo; and what 
in moſt lovers is wont to drive away their beſt friends, the never - 
ceaſing recital of the fancied charms and imaginary accompliſhments 
of their miſtreſſes, {tireſome ſubje& to an indifferent ear !) was yet 
ſo varied and diverſified by the inexhauſtible vein of HRLIODORUs, 
that I have heard many profeſs (and I cannot but profeſs the ſame 
of myſelf) they could hear him with pleaſure deſcanting hours to- 
gether on the ſame reputed-irkſome topick. His lyre, the exact 
type of himſelf, was never ſilent. Every charm and grace of AN- 


TIOPE (and chou knoweſt what all Greece oh: -and thinketh of 
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LETTER her matchleſs beauty and wit) furnlflied his fruitful nius wih 
. 5 
85 — freſh matter for ſome new ode or hymn, which he would: come g 
| , forth and chaunt to his lyre, while the walls of the temple rendered. 
back each harmonious accord in repeating echoes, and the voices of 
its officers from the higheſt to the loweſt, (ſuch was their love of ] 
HEL1oDoRvUs !) ſtill joined in chorus with the raviſhed author, 
and in concert with him gave their aſſent and applauſe e to 2 en- 


raptured thought. 1 e 
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Nothing, it was thought, nk or could Aimee their 3 

Vet, couldſt thou think it? the eruel fair-one, too fond of emulat- 

ing the filver-ſhafted queen, whoſe worſhip is eſtabliſhed here, and 

of ſpending her life in devotion and a perpetual attendance on the 

ſervice of the great DIANA in her magnificent temple, hath, within 

theſe few days, peremptorily forbidden the late ſanguine votary of 

PHOEBUS, to entertain any hopes of her ever yielding to his deſires, 
of which he now thought it proper to make an open profeſſion, 
; Nor can the grave authority of DioPHANEs, nor the winning elo- 

quence of her brother ChARAxus, whoſe long friendſhip with Hz- 
LIODORUS, and their common employment in the ſervice of the 
temple, had fixed firmly in his intereſts; no, nor the ſofter and 
fweeter perſuaſions of her fair ſiſters, PENZLOPE and Evenaris, 
the leaſt influence the reſolute and inexorable maid to a change of 
her romantick and viſionary purpoſe. Thoſe amiable virgins, CL E- 
ANDER, her fiſters, (far removed from that narrowneſs of ſpirit, 
which graſps to itſelf all things, and draws every body into its own 
power, and which is the certain and never-failing concomitant of a 
mean and abje& ſoul,) think no ſcorn to recommend earneſtly and 
warmly the lighted lover to their miſguided and ill-dire&ed' ſiſter. 
Senſible of her irreſiſtible charms, which they can praiſe themſelves, 
and 
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and hear praiſed by others, not with patience ly cid mb but 
with pleaſure and ſatisfactior 


; and not inſenſible of the merit and \ 
lee hou they n e marks of far 


LETTER 
CXXXV, = 


not having pus ah them to their ſiſter; they vouchſaſfe 


to employ all the arguments, and all the kind arts they are miſ- 
treſſes of, (and what is the art of which they are not miſtreſſes ?) in 
his behalf, and for his ſervice. Figure to thyſelf, CLRAN DER, the 
| fituation 3 imagine the alteration which this unexpected and aſto- 
niſhing event has made in the diſappointed and thunderſtruck youth 
Think thou ſeeſt the gay, che loud, the e the laughing H- 
LIODORUS, ſunk in miſery, grief, and melancholy! Imagine thou 


heareſt him (for he hath at laſt broken through the obſtinate and 


ſullen filence which he ſtrictly kept for ſeveral days) loudly and paſ- 


ſionately complaining, not of AN TIO PRE, whom he never mentioneth 


but with tranſport and unextinguiſhed affection; but of the im- 


mortal gods themſelves, and their providence! Bold licentious 


man! Vet this, CLEAN DRR, is allowed by the principles of Grecian 


piety. How widely different from thoſe with which the ſage Zoxo- 


ASTER hath inſpired the enlightened worſhippers of the great and 
glorious OROMA8DES! This vain young man is now going to in- 
dulge the black humour which governs him at preſent, and which 
ſuggeſts nothing to his tortured ſoul but anguiſh and deſpair, at a 


ſmall village many paraſangs north of this city; ; Where he ſome time 


ſince obtained (of that noble and generous patron, whoſe bounty 


and liberality had before ſupported him in ſplendour and plenty at 


Epheſus, and on whom thou haſt often heard him enlarge with rap- 


ture, and a natural eloquence which his great ſubje& always gave 


him) the more humble and retired poſt of Nedcorus to a ſmall 
temple, reared in the centre of a dark and thick wood (gloomy as 
his e own — to the tutelar god of that diſtrict. 
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better, than a peſtilent emanation from the deteſted ARIMANIUS, 
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Thus, CLEANDER, although indeed the virgin-goddeſs:Drawg 


CO _—— „ 


| be the great and celebrated divinity of the miſtaken Epheſians; yt. 5 
Venus and her artful ſon find means, as thou ſeeſt, to inſinuate 5 


their worſhip here, and to ſhed their baneful influence over: the un- 
happy and unguarded youth. May the gracious OROMASDES. pre- 
ſerve my CLEAN DER from all ſuch infection, and from the _— 
ous converſe of\ the virgins of Attica! which, however it may at 
firſt appear a ſpecious and inviting amuſement, is no other, nor 


the author and ſource of all human, evils ! Adieu. t. {5 Bey 
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LETTER cl. 


CLEANDER to Anis, if Phys to Advaxanxs, King 
| | „ „„ 


A <conpING to thy 4 1 Shs” 5 an able friend to 
procure thee a copy of H1PPOCRATEs' s genuine works, a buſi- 
neſs that requires no ſmall judgment; for a great number of ſpu- 


7 
$3 
. 9 
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rious pieces are publiſhed under the name of this famous phyſician. 5 


I have likewiſe endeavoured to get thee, ſome account of his life and 
character; for Which purpoſe I have made many inquiries of a "8 
loſopher here in Athens, who has applied himſelf more particularly 
to the ſtudy of Phyſick. H : infc rms, me, that the practice of this 


art has long been in the hands of the meaneſt and moſt ignorant of ; 


the people. Any, who by chance had got a few receipts, immedi- 


| ately called themſelves phyſicians, and were applied to as ſuch, 
| though they had no general knowledge of the natures and virtues of 


ſimples, and were wholly ignorant of the ſtructure of the human 
body; 3 the ſtudy of theſe being kept entirely among the pliiloſo- N 
phers. Such was the ſtate of Phyfick, when Hi PP OCRATE 8, the 


ſon of HERACLIDES, was born in the ifland of Oo. He is de- 


ſcended from a long 1 race of phyſicians; 2 being the ſeventeenth f 1 
direct line from EScUTATrus, the deified inventor of healing 


amongſt the Greeks, whoſe art was profeſſed by all his deſcendants 


down to HippockATEs. For the Egyptian cuſtom of inſtructing 
the children in their parents employment prevails ſo much among 


the Phyfians here, that their diſciples and followers are always 
| 1 1 called 
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=. ATT 'ER called by a peculiar title, the Sons of the Phyſicians. Beſides the: 8 
| mn mily receipts, which had been handed down from father to ſon, and 
| the collected experience of all his anceſtors, H1PPOCRATES increaſed 
| that knowledge which was his patrimony, by hearing HzRovicus, | 
0 . . the inventor of gymnaſtick phyſick, which is too ſeverely called bya 
=: certain Athenian, © The art of preſerving their lives who. ough | 
not to live, and n veJetudinarians a burden to them 
&« ſelves and ſociety.” His native iſland of Cos afforded him a ſin- 
gular advantage, by having in it a temple of EscuL Aplus full of 
votive-tablets, on which were regiſtered many cures, and the means 
by which they were effected; all which he diligently ſtudied and 
tranſeribed. He has farther endeavoured to inform himſelf of the 
practice which obtained wherever he travelled, as he has done into 
moſt countries, though he has chiefly. been confined to Theſſaly, 
For this the Greek phyſicians are obliged to do, not only in purſuit 
of knowledge, and for their improvement, but for their employ- | 
ment and ſupport ; the ſtates here, unlike our luxurious cities, being 
”— unable to maintain a ſettled phyſician. It is hard to ſay, whether 
N he has moſt advanced the knowledge or the uſefulneſs of phyſick, by 
introducing a practice, which was not common before his time, of 
conſtantly viſiting the ſick in their beds; by which careful attend 
ance to the whole courſe of the diſtemper, he has not only been able 
to give a timely aſſiſtance againſt every inconvenient or dangerous 
accident, but is become ſuperior to all other phyſicians in the know- 
ledge of diſeaſes, and in foretelling their events. From this practice 
he has got the name of a Clinic phyſician. Nor is he leſs indebted 
to nature for a ſound underſtanding, than to fortune and his own 
induſtry for theſe uncommon opportunities of improving it. No 
wonder, therefore, that he ſoon found himſelf at the head of his 
eee practitioners. But this glory was too little for Hip- 
roc RAT ES; 
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POCRATES ;\\ be ſe wich pegret, that part of his province was in- 
vaded by the philoſophers; and reſolved to take i it out of their hands. 
With this view he applied himſelf to HERACLITus of Epheſus, to 
Gorcias the Sophiſt, and DzMocRriTus of Abdera, Of them 
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he not only learned the reaſons and foundations of his practice, but 


was alſo enabled to write with method and elegance; which has juſtly 
gained him the reputation of being the firſt who collected the ſcat- 
tered precepts of phyſick into an art, and delivered them in a clear 
and eloquent manner. He has taken great pains to ſecure to the 
phyſicians ſo much of the ſtudy of nature as they are concerned 
with, diſtin& from the other parts of philoſophy, and has in all pro- 
bability ſeparated the two profeſſions for ever. If his philoſophy 
makes him far ſuperior to the common practiſers of phyſick, his 
practice makes him no leſs excel the ſpeculative ſtudents of it. On 
the one hand, he is preſerved from the uſeleſs refinements of theoriſts; 
as on the other, from the groſs errors and ſuperſtitions of vulgar 
empiricks; both which my friend, with his uſual candour, acknow- 
ledges, that he frequently rallies with great good ſenſe; telling the 
| ſpeculative. philoſophers, that * their viſionary inquiries about the 
4 principles and formation of the human 1 body, would be of as much 


“ uſe to a painter in drawing its form, as to a phyſician i in curing 
« its diſeaſes.” And as for the empiricks, upon occaſion of their call- 


ing the epilepſy a ſacred diſtemper, he ſays, that this was firſt con- 
« ſecrated by them, in order that its divinity might be an aſylum 
e for their ignorance and inability to cure it; ſince it gave them a 
« pretence to attack it with charms and expiations; and if theſe 


& did not ſucceed; the gods only were to be blamed.” My philo- 


ſophical acquaintance affures me, that this is the true merit of H1p- 


POCRATES ; and that, for all beyond it, he is indebted to the com- 


mon vanity in _ of * their _— and to that 
humour 
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infancy, and this great man has only begun what cannot be per- 


uſes and qualities of thoſe he has; for too much ſtreſs ſeems to be 


in attempting to unfold the cauſes and hidden nature of diſtempers; 


ratively from the animals that are ſacrificed, or from the Egyptian 
embalmers of human bodies; and I much doubt, whether Hippo- 


diculous and inconſiſtent. He has farther often lamented to me, 
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humour of mankind, which will not let them ſit down: contented 
with any thing moderate. He frequently expreſſes his apprehenſions, 
that the extravagant character which ſome. have given him may do 
great deal of miſchief, if it makes men reſt in what he has done, 
and refer every thing to his authority. For though (my friend con- 
tinued) he is ſome where ſo ſanguine as to aſſert, that the e 5 
phyſick is now found out; yet in reality the art is but ſtill in its 


fected without the accurate obſervations of many ages. In particular, 
he is not maſter of a ſufficient number of ſimples for all the various 
purpoſes of phyſick, and does not perhaps fully underſtand the true 


laid on ſome ineffectual ones, while others, more violent i in their. 
effects, are uſed with too little caution. The ſtudy of anatomy is 
{till leſs advanced; all that is known of it is derived, either compa- 


CRATES ever ſaw a human body diſſected. However, he has en- 
deavoured to ſupply, from fancy and conjecture, his imperfect know- 
ledge of the ſtructure and true uſe of the parts; but, as is uſual. 
where this is done, his accounts are generally improbable, often ri- 


when I have thrown this ſubject in his way, that HieeocraTEs 
has endeavoured to dazzle the world with a ſpecious ſhew of know- 
ledge,where there is great reaſon to believe that he is wholly ignorant, 


& 


* 


which (ſaid my friend) he had much better have let alone, and 
confined himſelf to (What is the only valuable part of his works) 
a faithful hiſtory of diſeaſes, though even here he is juſtly. ſuſ- 
pected of aſſerting more than he was ever authoriſed from ob- 

* ſervation 
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4 ſervation and experience ; as when he fays, that forty tins ſeven L 3 74 
« days have a peculiar influence over the birth of a child; that diſ . 
« tempers kill men <hiefly on the odd day; and that the remarkable 

_ © ftruggles of nature towards a eriſis are regulated by the number 
« ſeven; all which his diſciples firmly believe, though the more 

25 ann look upon it as a fantaſtical application of PyYTHA- 

„ GORAS's myſtick philoſophy. In other matters he has been too 
« haſty in forming his axioms, and in reducing to a certain rule 

things depending on too many circumſtances to be fixed by the ob- 

© ſervations of one man, if not too uncertain to be ever fixed at all. 5 
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Indeed I could not help thinking myſelf, that the common ſtories 
which are told of him are very idle; and that there is nothing ſo 
- miraculous in this great phyſician, when I amuſed myſelf one day, 
ſince his works have been in my houſe for you, in computing how 
many patients he ſaved out of thoſe whoſe hiſtories he gives in his 
Epidemicks; for it appears, that out of W only ſeventeen 
eſcaped. Do not wonder at his mentioning; as I find he does, ſuch 
food as the fleſh of aſſes, horſes, dogs, and foxes; for theſe are eaten 
without any ſcruple in Greece. Among the many ſtories, I cannot 2 
help, mentioning to thee one, which is often told as an inſtance of his 5 
extraordinary ſagacity. He was ſent for to-PERDICCAs, the preſent =_ 
king of Macedonia, who languiſhed under a ſort of conſumption, 
that was attended with very uncommon ſymptoms. HI PO RATES 
obſerved his patient change colour, and ſuffer much diſorder, when» 0 | 
ever PHILA, the late king's miſtreſs, entered the chamber. Upon — ; I. 
which he, immediately found out, and diſcovered to PHILA, thatta ; I 
paſſion - for her was the true cauſe of his illneſs. The love-ſick . = 
prince was treated accordingly, and the ſucceſs verified: our phy- 
ſician's judgment. I dare ſay, thou wilt ſmile at the romantick air 
of this relation, and think with me, that if the dexterous manage | 
VOL, 8 1 r 
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1 ment of ſuch an. Git was. the proper teſt of. muh mal 
— chief eunuch Ba GOAS would have a much fairer title to be: reputed -” 
one than HI PPOCRATES. As to morality, his reputation is very 
high: he is ſuperior to a love of money, and freely communicates | 
his art for the relief of the neceſſitous and ſtrangers. Perſia is well 
acquainted with the love he bears his country, which made him 1 
prefer the life of a wanderer to the dignity of that exalted Ration 
which thou ſo deſervedly enjoyeſt. For which, and his many emi. 
nent ſervices, he has been made free of Athens, and initiated | in the 
Eleuſinian myſteries; and a maintenance in the Prytaneum, at the 
publick charge, is decreed to him and his poſterity. The oath which 
he enjoins his followers before he teaches them his art, muſt give thee 
a great opinion of his ſtrict integrity ; it forbids them to procure 
| abortions, to adminiſter poiſon, to make any ill uſe of the free acceſs 
they have to houſes, or betray the confidence repoſed in them. All 
which he inſiſts upon their ſwearing to obſerve by APOLLO, Ascu- 
LAPIUS, HYGEIA, PANACEA, and all the other gods and goddeſſes; 
and that they may ſo proſper in their profeſſion as they keep this 
oath. However, he has given offence to ſome grave men by a rule 
of health which he delivers, that a man ought to drink twice a month - 
to ſome exceſs. It were to be wiſhed that he could as eaſily anſwer 
a worſe crime that he is charged with, in relation to a young flave 
who danced and ſung at the theatre. She was a great favourite of 
the publick, and brought her miſtreſs in very conſiderable ſums of 
money; for the Athenians ſet ſo high a value on theſe accompliſh- 
ments, that the celebrated performers not only make a part at all 
great feaſts, but even a ſele& company * of philoſophers will break 
off their converſation on the moſt important points, to attend to 
theſe diverſions, The miſtreſs of this famous dancer one - x made 


a diſcovery 


a diſcovery of her being pregnant, and was very uneaſy to think LETTER 


CXXXVI.. 


that all her gain would ſoon: be over, if this was ſuffered to go on. 
She therefore applied to HIPPOCRATES, who owns that at her re- 
queſt he procured an abortion, though in direct contradiction to his 
oath. I remember likewiſe to have heard him accuſed of ſetting 
fire to XscvLAP10s's temple. at Cos, and the library at Cnidus, 
after he had tranſcribed their regiſters ; ; but. theſe.; are Lung: looked 
upon ay groundleſs ken 


May the lights, which thou de from this celebrated Clan 


enable thee to fulfil the ardent wiſhes of Perſia, that ARTAXER RXES 
1 live for ever! = | CE | 
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LETTER XXVII. 


| Coane to HiPpras. 


Xs ov ſeemeſt to have been tranſported beyond the bounds of 5 
manity in thy laſt letter; for the virgins of Attica ſhould by 


no means be involved in the ſame cenſure with thoſe of Epheſus. 


Think. not that I deſpiſe thy friendly caution, or the paſſion of. Hz. 
LIODORUS. But let me recommend it to thee as a circumſtance of 
high entertainment, that CLEANDER, who was educated in the ſe. 
verer ſtudies of philoſophy, and has converſed entirely with ſtateſ- 
men and merchants, ſhould zealouſly vindicate the character, and 
court the company, of the fair-ſex. Such is the alteration which 


time has made in me, and the nature of my employment. 


I was yeſterday in an aſſembly of Athenian matrons at the houſe 

of As8PASIA, with whom I have cultivated a correſpondence ever 
ſince my introduQtion to PERICLEs. She has continually received 

me with the moſt engaging condeſcenſion, and abounds in ſo many 

elegant turns of wit, and in ſuch a variety of good knowledge and 
good ſenſe, that no one here is either equal or ſuperior to her, ex- 
cept the great SOCRATES. As ſoon as the performers on the lute 
and harp were retired, with moſt of the perſons who were invited, 
we drew together into a circle, and AsPA$IA led the converſation. 
She amuſed us with ſome curious anecdotes of PzRIcLss, (for whoſe 
memory ſhe expreſſed the tendereſt regard,) and entered into large 
diſſertations on ſeveral ſubjects. At laſt ſhe applied to me, and be- 
gan to aſk me concerning the manners of the ladies in thoſe parts 
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of the condi; whenteh, had travelled. «1 conjecture, (aid. we) 


« from the treatment which the v 
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men have met with in almoſt 
all ſtates, it muſt have been the opinion of philoſophers and legiſ- 


„ lators that they have no fouls” Elſe why are they not ad- 


mitted into the greater myſteries? and why are they denied the 
improvements of letters arid the politer arts? In Athens, how- 


© ever, we are allowed more privileges, than in many places, and are 
uſed like rational creatures. But tell me, CLEANDER, the reſult 
« of your obſervations on the ſex, and the different lights in which 


it appears through the mediums of different laws, prejudices, and 
faſhions. Perhaps you have not turned your thoughts this way ; 
ſince I know the men have a contempt for our underſtandings, and 
forget that ſuch a diſparity ariſes from the acquirements of educa- 
tion, not the natural capacity.” It is impoſſible (anfwered I) 


for any one to forget ſo clear a truth, and have ſeen the excellent 


A8PASIA. The liberty indulged to the ladies in this city is 


adapted to anſwer all the good purpoſes of che promiſcuous con- 
verſation in Ionia (particularly in Epheſus, the chief reſidence of 


luxury); and their own ſenſe more effectually reſtrains them from 


the wantonneſs ſo juſtly imputed to that country, than the bolts 
and bars of the Eaſt. Here alone they are not flaves to their huſ- 
e bands or their pleaſures.” * You are a little ſevere (replied ſhe) 
on your native place; yet I am convinced what you ſay is 


founded on fact. And, for my own part, I have often conſidered 
the pompous worſhip and temple of the Diana of Epheſus, as 
preſenting a very lively emblem of the genius of that city. Both 
are fitter for the Cyprian VxNus than for her, who is reverenced 
as the guardian deity of groves and mountains.” © The roman- 
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tick analogy you have diſcovered (continued I) between the effe- - 
* minacy and the religion of Epheſus is prettily conceived. But 
" the hc I —— — more abſtruſe kind; 

| cc and 
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« and. 1 would 141 Aus des with huh leay remake 
— « have made as to the influence of various ſtates on the manners 


cc 


liteneſs. 


of the ladies. * am nnn aid —_ with fin ular po. 


1 Then, (aid WW to ſpeak in the PLES ef a N to a 


cc 


a 


great miſtreſs of politicks, an arbitrary conſtitution: of goy 


ment muſt always take away the rights and intercourſe of perſona 


friendſhip among both ſexes, and make itſelf be felt in the in- 
nocent amuſements of private life, as well as in the  manage- 
ment of publick buſineſs. Nor can I think that this altogether 
proceeds from the ſuſpicious nature of 'thoſe governments, but 
from every man's defire to imitate, in his domeſtick economy, 


that example which is ſet in the political. Hence it is, that a 


ſingle national tyrant makes many family ones w and when the 
body of a nation becomes inured to deſpotick ſway, the ſenti- 


ments that favour it find the readieſt admiſſion. Notwithſtanding 
the abſurdity of them, they are embraced as ſound principles, and 


inſenſibly make their way, through the deluded underſtanding, 
into the temper and the manners of that people. II the great 
monarch of the country impriſons a ſubject, or deprives him of 


his eſtate and honours, without aſſigning a reaſon or producing 


an accuſation, the little monarch imagines himfelf warranted in 


the licentious exerciſe of this prerogative within the limits 


of his own houſe. If the ſame monarch forbids a freedom of 


ſpeech with reſpe& to his perſon and adminiſtration, his petty 


imitator, jealous of the leaſt infringement on the authority 
of a parent or an huſband, watches every- unguarded expreſſion 


that may drop from his children, and excludes his wives from all 
converſation, left they ſhould be guilty of treachery, or ena- 


moured of a ſtranger. - Surrounded thus by eunuchs and mntes, 
denied 
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2 denied: every advantage that contributes to raiſe or ebfins the un- 2 vil. 


« derſtanding, let us ſuppoſe ſome diſtinguiſhed beauty (for with 
the Perſians beauty alone is regarded in the women) to be taken 
into thè boſom and confidence of a mighty prince. Let us ſup- 
e poſe her to interfere in ſtate- affairs, though ſhe be ignorant of 
« mankind, and the true intereſt of the kingdom. The natural 
« effect of it muſt be, that the caprice of the miſtreſs, added to the 
4 caprice of the prince, while each is to be gratified without con- 
4 troul, will redouble the miſeries of a eountry. Such events 
% have often been ſeen in arbitrary conſtitutions of government. 
What makes the thing ſo high an abſurdity in Perſia, is not only 
the confined and uninforming education of the women, but its 
contradiction to the ſenſe of our anceſtors, who thought the fe- 
males not qualified for buſineſs, and by the laws they ſettled, have 
« rendered the male heirs alone capable of ſucceeding to the throne. 
In this the empire of Cyxus has varied from the Aſſyrian empire, 
whoſe hiſtory is chiefly remarkable for the character of queen „ =_ 
SEMIRAMIS.” „ Methinks (returned As As IA) the Perſian ladies | 
form a very 01 contraſt to thoſe. of Egypt *, who, as we are „„ . 5 3 | 
told, drive bargains, go to market, and manage the plough, while h ol | 
« the men. ſit at home with the diſtaff and ſpindle, performing. the : : 4 
more ſedentary offices, which are eſteemed here the natural pro- 

« vince of the houſewife. We have none in Greece that reſemble 
„them.“ No, (ſaid I,) unleſs you will match them with the mi- 

« litary ladies of Sparta, who are equally the reverſe of the Perſian. 

« Inured to the ſame exerciſes, the ſame hardſhips, and the ſame 

« diſcipline with the men, they differ not in their manners. Ic was 

« the intention of their great lawgiver to ſubdue the paſſions, by 5 
methods oppoſite to what are uſed in Perſia. And as in this laſt 5 | 
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HEE =o * 64 country, Sy endeavour to reſtrain the women by A them 5 
from the fight of the human ſpecies, and by the confinement of 
i the body; in the former, a perpetual familiari iarity with the men 
blunts the edge of irregular appetites, while the check that is laid 
on ſenſuality, I mean that ſenſe of honour which is inſtilled carly, 
e has a reference to the mind only. The worſt of it is, t t the | 
« rough genius of the commonwealth gives an unnatural boldneſs 
&« and fierceneſs to the ſex, which the introduction of foreig — 
© merce into the ſtate would ſoon poliſh, And in this reſpe I 8 
take it, As As 1A, Athens has a manifeſt ſuperiority. Free and 
« independent as Sparta, able to defend its liberties in the field 
« againſt the moſt numerous or warlike people, it carefully attends 
to the encouragement of commerce, and brings home the wealth 
„of the moſt diſtant climates to its own convenience and emolu- 
« ment. At the ſame time ſuch are its laws, and ſuch are its citi- 
© Zens, that as the one appear to be very wiſely calculated to pre. 
vent the growth of that enervating luxury which is uſually the 
companion of trade; ſo the other, perſuaded of the needfulneſs 
of ſimplicity to ſupport the dignity of Athens, concur with cheer- 
e fulneſs in receiving and oheying them. Under reſtrictions of this 
nature, accurately obſerved, what happineſs is not derived by 
„ commerce on every individual, as well as on the republick? 
© Every man has ſome employment, to which he is not only induced 
« by inclination, but by the ſeverity of the law, For here, if I 
< miſtake not, idleneſs is puniſhed with death. On theſe accounts 
the fretful jealouſies, which diſturb. and imbitter private life in the 
« leſs aQtive countries, are entirely unknown to the Athenians. The 
« women are bred up in thoſe. arts which become them; are in- 
« dulged on ſolemn feſtivals in frequenting the theatre; and are ad- 
mitted into a great ſhare of the domeſtick management. By ſuch 
means, * gain an agreeable ſoftneſs i in their behaviour, without 
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a falſe delicacy, and a liberal way of thinking, which the men LE T TER. 


—_—_ arrive at in en r a 


vantageous circumſtances of the Grecian ladies, I believe you are 


as zealous againſt permitting them to deal in politicks, as you were 
a little while ſince againſt conceding that privilege to the favourites. 
of Perſian monarchs.” * Such a privilege (replied I) is to be 


granted only to extraordinary: geniuſes; and when limited to 


theſe, you will admit, ASPASIA, there is no danger of its being 
indulged, either frequently or improperly. However, your ob- 
ſervation is certainly very pertinent, that there is not the ſame ab- 


furdity in making a woman of parts, thus educated, the firſt mi- 


RICLES. I was then traduced as a deſigning politick intriguer; and 
the fine underſtanding of that great man was ſtrangely depreciated, 


in being repreſented as a dupe to the artifice of a woman. But 1 
had a mind to know your ſentiments, and agree with them. You 
had ſomething elſe to ſay; I am afraid I have interrupted you.” 
I can have nothing to ſay (anſwered I) when you have any thing 


to offer.” Lou have loſt ſight of Epheſus (ſaid ſhe).” © It is 


true, (ſaid I,) and I was going to ſhew, from the very conſtitution 


of Epheſus, (which has one of the nobleſt harbours in the world, 


and therefore is a place of the moſt extenſive trade,) that a greater 
freedom of courſe muſt be indulged there to luxury and the man- 


ners of the women, than either in Perſia or in Athens, For 
though that place was among the immediate dependencies of an 
arbitrary government, and (notwithſtanding the article in .. 


vol. 11, . cc „„ oat * MON's 


niſter in the ſtate, as in raiſing the ignorant beauties of Perſia- to 
an high degree of confidence.”  * You know the light (returned 
ſhe) in which I was formerly placed, when the ambition of my 
youth prompted me to aim at being admired and beloved by PE- 
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mon” 's peace) is ſtill under the awe of it, it has always, 3 2 


allowed in ſeveral immunities, and, comparatively with the reſt 


of the empire, in a relaxation of abſolute authority, with a view to 
| encourage commerce, which can never flouriſh under the rigour 
of it. This has brought the inhabitants to converſe more openly, 
and both ſexes meet together at the publick fairs and at ſumptuous | 


entertainments. Thus the education of the women becomes free 


and uncontrouled, which ſufficiently diſtinguiſhes them from th ofs ä 
of Perſia, Should you then aſk, why they differ from the Athe- 
nian women? That too may be ſolved without difficulty. For 


though in Athens it may be neceſſary for the preſervation of its 
liberties, to enact laws reſtraining prodigality and wantonneſs, yet 
thoſe laws are not wiſhed for in Epheſus, where they would be un- 
willing even to eſtabliſh freedom at the expence of their pleaſures ; 


fo that while the Epheſians ſhare all the advantages of commerce, 


they are ſubject to the evils of unbounded luxury. Agreeably to 
this, the women affect a gaiety in their dreſs, a ſpirit in the very 
air of their countenance, and a libertine deportment unpractiſed 
by any other people. They love to be followed by the men, and 
expect an homage that beſpeaks adoration, not eſteem. The con- 
ſequence of it is, that they who ſet a value upon their perſons, 
(and indeed there are few who do not,) have an averſion to an 
huſband ; and the city owes its populouſneſs, not ſo much to the 
intermarriages of its inhabitants, as to the concourſe of firangers, 
I knew a lady of this turn of mind, who refuſed an * Epheſian 
of uncommon parts and ſenſe, from a ridiculous caprice. Buch 
an one amongſt you, A8PASIA, would have been deſervedly in- 
famous. For in Athens matrimony is held honourable, and highly 

encouraged, Hence an Athenian matron is beloved and re- 


* See Letter Cxxxv. 
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2 ſpected when old. As ſhe has been diligent in the education of 
her family, ſhe looks back on her paſt life with pleaſure, and has 
« a proſpect in her children which contributes to prolong her hap- 


« pineſs. An Epheſian beauty, when the charms of her perſon 
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« wear off, and with them ſhe lays aſide the luxury of dreſs, inca- 


e pable of reſorting for confolation to the ſolid pleaſures of domeſtick | 
life, loſes her former cheerfulneſs, and ſpends the reſt of her days 


cc in the low arts of detracting from the young and handſome.” 


In truth, CLEANDER, (returned A8PASIA,) the Athenian lady is 
* yery much obliged to you for the preference you have given her 
g OO quality 


„over all others. You ſeem to think ſhe has every 
« of the Spartan, Epheſian, and Perſian, without any of their 


« foibles.” © Moſt evidently, (ſaid I,) for ſhe has the manly ſenſe 


of the Spartan, without her rough ſeverity ; the ſprightly caſe of 
« the Epheſian, without her laſciviouſneſs ; and the modeſt reſerve 
6 of the Perſian, without her flaviſh recluſeneſs.” af! , 


I 4 myſelf, des 
virgins of Attica on the coin of this letter ; and believe them for 
the future to be the choiceſt bleſſings of ORGMASPES,! not the 
baneful gifts of ARIMANIUS. 
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LETTER  EXXXVINL 


Anonors' to Cunanmes. pen N 


1* an you Fong me of e 8 4 3 Cav. - 

Nus, was ſo long delayed by contrary winds and other acci- 
dents, before it reached my hands, that I had not time to take all 
the neceſſary precautions for the ſecurity of my government. The 
province was unfurniſhed of the beſt part of the troops, which are 


uſually quartered in it, they having been ordered away to the general 
rendezvous at Sardis; and the citizens of CA UNUS obſtinately inſiſt- 
ing upon their privilege of receiving no Perſian garriſon, I found 


myſelf without a force ſufficient to compel them to it, and could 
only exhort them by letters to preſerve their allegiance to the king, 


and write to the ſatraps of the neighbouring provinces for aſſiſtance. 
In the mean time, ZoPYRUS with his ſhips came before the town, 


and ſent in a meſſage to the inhabitants, with offers of the moſt ad- 
vantageous conditions, if they would ſurrender themſelves into his 
hands. The Caunians, after conſultation, returned for anſwer, that 
though they ſhould be willing to deliver up their city to one of his 
noble birth and excellent qualities, they could by no means give ad- 


mittance to his followers. - ZoPYRUS little expecting this reply, | | 


landed his men, and began the aſſault in Form. The inhabitants 
made a very gallant defence; and ZopyRUs. himſelf was killed by 
ALCIDAS, a native of the place, in attempting to ſcale the walls: 


upon which his troops retired in diſorder to their ſhips, and within 


a few hours ſailed away, The day after this action I arrived myſelf 


with a thouſand foot and three hundred horſe, whom I had found 
n 


ATHENTAN/ LETTERS: e tat | 
means to draw together. The Caunians opened their gates to me — 7 1 5 £4 333 4 


without reſiſtance. I reprimanded ns for their former refuſal to rags 
admit a garriſon; telling them, I expected them to deliver up to | 
me thoſe who had adviſed that meaſure, as well as thoſe who cor- 

reſponded with the enemy, under pain of forfeiting their privileges. 

The terror of arms, CLEANDER, is a moſt excellent monitor. My 

demands were complied with, and I returned to this place with my 

priſoners, whoſe examinations I have ſent up to court, and ex- 

pect the king's further pleaſure concerning them. THERON the 
Rhodian, CRaTiPPUs's brother, (who for ſome years has been 4 
ſettled here,) contributed not a little, by his perſuaſions and ex- 1 5 ä 
ample, towards the brave reſiſtance made to theſe piratical adven- | 
turers, and was very inſtrumental in ps; to > diſcover ſome: who 
had been — — in- UTR with them. | 

I am a told, my enemies at court have 33 that I was indi- 
realy concerned in this attempt, and had given ZOPYRUS ſecret aſ- 
ſurances of joining him, in caſe he met with ſucceſs. May I ſhare 
the fate of the curſed ARIMANIUS 75 when the ſeven thouſand 
years have finiſhed their courſe, if the nature of the facts, as well 
as my own conſcience, does not acquit me. Can it be alleged with 
any colour of reaſon, that I ought to have hazarded the king's au- 
thority, or perhaps driven the Caunians into an open revolt, by at- 
tempting to force a garriſon upon them, before the reinforcements 
which I expected arrived? Or will it be ſaid, that I omitted one ſtep, 

which the weakneſs of the province ſuffered me to take, that was 
proper to ſecure its tranquillity ? 
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*The Perſians believed, chat ae lower world ſhould be in ſubjeQion to ARIMA- 
N1vs for ſeven thouſand years, after which order ſhould be reſtored, and OROMASDES 
reign without oppoſition. Vide Hyde de Religione v veterum Perſarum. 
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LETTER E intelligence you Fg me of Cone 8 ons — Cav. 
mags: hn, Nus, was ſo long delayed by contrary winds and other acci- 
dents, before it reached my hands, that I had not time to take all 
the neceſſary precautions for the ſecurity of my government. The - 2 
province was unfurniſhed of the beſt part of the troops, which are 
uſually quartered in it, they having been ordered away to the general 
rendezvous at Sardis; and the citizens of Caunvs obſtinately inſiſt» 
ing upon their privilege of receiving no Perſian | garriſon, I found 
myſelf without a force ſufficient to compel them to it, and could 
only exhort them by letters to preſerve their allegiance to the king, 
and write to the ſatraps of the neighbouring provinces for aſſiſtance. 
In the mean time, ZoPYRUS with his ſhips came before the town, 
and ſent in a meſſage to the inhabitants, with offers of the moſt ad- 
vantageous conditions, if they would ſurrender themſelves into his 
hands. The Caunians, after conſultation, returned for anſwer, that 
though they ſhould be willing to deliver up their city to one of his 
noble birth and excellent qualities, they could by no means give ad- 
mittance to his followers. - ZopyRus little expecting this reply, 
landed his men, and began the aſſault in form. The inhabitants 
made a very gallant defence; and ZoprRxus himſelf was killed by 
ALcipAs, a native of the place, in attempting to ſcale the walls: 
upon which his troops rotired in diſorder to their ſhips, and within 
a few hours failed away, The day after this action I arrived myſelf 
with a thouſand foot and three hundred horſe, whom I had found 
"mane 
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means to draw together. The Caunians opened their gates to me LETTER 


admit a garriſon ; ; telling them, I expected them to deliver up to 
me thoſe who had adviſed that meaſure, as well as thoſe who cor- 
reſponded with the enemy, under pain of forfeiting their privileges. 
The terror of arms, CLEANDER, is a moſt excellent monitor. My 


demands were complied with, and [ returned to this place with my 


priſoners, whoſe examinations I have ſent up to court, and ex- 


pe& the king's further pleaſure concerning them. THERON the 
Rhodian, CRaTiPPus's brother, (who for ſome years has been 


ſettled here, ) contributed not a little, by his perſuaſions and ex- 


ample, towards the brave reſiſtance made to theſe piratical adven- 
turers, and was very inſtrumental in helping to diſcover ſome - who 
had bean — — in e with dem-, 05 | 
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without reſiſtance. I reprimanded them for their former refuſal to — 


I am told, yt aces at court have infinuated, that I was indi- 


rectly concerned in this attempt, and had given ZoPyRUs ſecret af- 


ſurances of joining him, in caſe he met with ſucceſs. May I ſhare 


the fate of the- curſed ARIMANIUs *, when the ſeven. thouſand 
years have finiſhed their courſe, if the nature of the facts, as well 
as my own conſcience, does not acquit me. Can it be alleged with 
any colour of reaſon, that I ought to have hazarded the king's au- 


which I expected arrived? Or will it be ſaid, that I omitted one ſtep, 


which the weakneſs of the province ſuffered me to take, that was 
proper to ſecure its tranquillity ? 


* The Perſians believed, that the lower world ſhould be in ſubjection to ARIMA- 
N1Vs for ſeven thouſand years, after which order ſhould be reſtored, and OROMASDES 
reign vithout oppolition. Vide Hyde de d e veterum Ferkarum. 
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willingly — "y life, my reputation, and my fortunes, : 
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SMERDIS to cus arp. Pn 
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Were my zeal for the purity and prevalence of the - Magian chene | 
: of religion is alarmed, I am almoſt tranſported into an unbe- 
coming violence. But when I refle& on thee and thy friendſhip , *. 
the ſofter paſſions take place, which draw me back to ſentiments of 


moderation and peace. Doſt thou aſk what incident has raiſed my 
zeal? Know, CLEANDER, that in the ſpacious grove adjoining to 
the palace of ARSACES in the foreſt of Nyſa, ſome concealed $a 
bians have erected a marble altar; and under the protection of that 
falſe ſatrap, have in the At e performed their horrid incanta- 
tions. Not long ſince, they were diſcovered by ſome true wor- - 
ſhippers in the celebration of a ceremony peculiar to them, that of 
boiling-the kid in the mother's milk; by which they impiouily and 
impertinently invite the ſuperior intelligences of the ſtars to reſide 
in their images. Thou knoweſt the ſummary courſe of our proceed- 
ings: they were ſeized, convicted before the archimage, and de- 


livered over to the curſes of AHRIMAN, ans the torments of the | 
avenging . 


© dannen ſcems to entertain the „„ opinion of a ce that RES 
e ought to think over the virtues and excellencies of our ſeveral acquaintance, when 


e we have a mind to indulge ourſelves and be cheerful.” Anton. Medit. lb. vi. P: 56. 
Edit. Lond, 1697. Note 5 the tranſlator. 
* Believe 


4 
1 
1 
[ 
ii 
N 
4948 
Sari 
$48 
1 4 
2 g0'F? G 
1 11 
28 : 
15 T | 
G iy 
1 3 
94:8 
88 
397, 
At 4 
4. 
3's «Wh 
18 
* 4 
4 
N 
117 
; 
48 
: + 
144 
JJ. 44 
1 
14 
1 is 
I + 7X 
. 
1 4 
4 Y 
13. 4 
14% 
$31 3S- 
4 Hg 
177 
N 
Iain 
411 
N 
"1 TY ' 
$13 8 
A 24 
in 
Ian 
1 1 
Wit * 
4 
aſe. 
9 $4 
[ 9 
J + 
\ | BY 
4 1 
1. dy 
JJ. 
F 7 
: $0 »* 4 
! 1 
L041 off 
hi 7 Ub? 
l "4% . 
ATT | 
141} 97H 
o p ty 
1:8 
* 
1 & 
EAR 
114617 
? 
13 
1 { 
Ain 
1 
x 1 ® 
13:14:19 
| 
$ $ 
\ i% 
\ ! 
. 
Ul 
BY [4 
UPS 
J y 1% 
$9.4! 7! 288 
« 
4 19 
I 
18} } 
A * 
RS | 
* ik « 
* (IVR. 
$4 +: | 
* 1 Þ 
bg "i 
Ming 
i 12 
4 
A 1. 
1. 1 _ - 
15 3 
Ih 1 
: a8” 
"1 4 
I 
I 2 4 
5 * $4 . 
; iS 1 
1 
17 6 BIG 
4 1) BE. 
155 $E2S 
, ? . 
4 1+: 
. 
{ "B+ 
. 13 
4.38 1 "7 
l . 
— 8.21 
7 1 3; 
18 \ 
N , of s . 
o 
'4*3B 
1 14 : 
1 i 
A , 
i ( 
14. | 
U 11 
ir. i 11 
i +3 
! . ? 
144 
ou 3 : 
3:1; 8 
{ z 
197 . 
LAS / 
Sch 
© | . N 
E z 
A * 4 
$i F il 
1 
10 
1 '\ 
14. 1 ; 
k . 5 
1 4 
1 Y ' 
+6 : 
Ti: 4] 
(3:0 y 
4 ; 
i 
A 
1 
8:48 
N F. 
4 $ 
LR 1 
{AJ 
l I 
2 4 
F d 
1 ' 
147 
''P I 
3 V2. 
9 K 
5 1 { 
1 3 i 
. 
39 
4 
h 145 
» is J 
A iv 4 


3 i ” NY 
E 3 N 
1 
. 
Y 5 
3 : +7 
1 
43 . 
i £8 
. 
1. $280 
| Si 
+ BY : 
184 
1 
n 
, 
d 
oy 
U . 
' * 


4 . 4 1 
” 4 - " e 9 
a 8 : J 7 7 % 2 
. nd : ) * ans * 2 
RY _ a 4 : * 8 5 8 8 a Its : 6 

. * i ; * . 2 * 4 * 2 8 = 

us ” WOT l ; 7” M4. * r oy De 

„ F ? 4 4 . G pe 3 * 
” , * T . 1 1 4 4 ers: Fe 
S f 4 5 . 2 hs > 


ATHENIAN LETTERS. 100 


Believe me, the ſtate of Median piety affects me with indignation LETTER f 0 
and ſorrow! This ſect has of late gained ground upon us in ſevera!ñ2⸗3 
parts of the Eaſt; and though the abilities of our prophet once de- 
feated the induſtry of it, inſomuch that the holy flame glowed in all 
minds, as well as burnt on the ſhrines of all Perſia; yet we have 
been ſince returning to the ſenſeleſs rites he taught us to diſdain. I 1 
obſerve at the ſame time, with the higheſt ſatisfaction, the attachment 
of our monarch to the doctrines of the Zenda (and the only hopes 
of the Magi are centered.there) : but neither the encouragement he 
has vouchſafed to the Jews, whoſe practices are directly oppoſite to 
Sabianiſm, and who worſhip in their temples by continual fire; nor 
the arms he gives us to deſtroy the wicked ; neither the lenity nor 
ſeverity of the government, can ſecure us Fon the wiles of falſehood ; 
neither arguments nor power. Thou wilt here be apt to object, 
perverted by the reaſonings of thy Grecian friends, Would it not be 
better to allow an intercommunity of religions? Such an exertion 
« of the legal authority, as that which you have mentioned, can . | 
6 only lop the branches; but who will tear up the root? You may TO = | 1 I 
cut off the excreſcences; but who can cleanſe the ill humours : | 
that produce them? You may cloſe the wound for a ſeaſon ; but 
e will it not open with the firſt diſorder ?” All this is true, and it 
might perhaps be worthy the wiſdom of the good being, to ſend a a 
genius like ZOROASTER upon earth, in every generation of 4 4 
preſerve the knowledge and worſhip of him in its full purity. | = 
the mean time we his followers muſt uſe force, while we are Mg Is | 88 9 
out inſpiration; ; we muſt not accept the precarious ſubmiſſion of the 1 
underſtanding, while the reaſon i is weak, the heart depraved; we muſt 
prevent this danger by the means we have, and not wait for thoſe 
we have not. Seeſt thou (ſays the prophet in his ſacred volume) 
* a ſhip putting out to ſea in a ftorm; and wouldſt thou not con- 
* ſtrain the owner of it to keep 1 in harbour, left it daſh againft the 
„ rocks, 
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and, inſtead of preferring the ſafe and beaten path, taking hi 
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way through | barren heaths, burning ſands, expoſed to the fury ve 
« wild beaſts and the ſtings of ſcorpions ; wouldſt thou not force him 

to be ruled by thee?” Again: © Seeſt thou another Preparing 
to throw himſelf from a ſharp point on one of the mountains of 
« Caucaſus ; and wouldſt thou not lay thy hands on the wretch, leſt 
« he bring miſchief on himſelf? Even ſo 1 it be to N finner, 
« who N from the truth to do evil. PP. 


* 


This being the opinion of the mk I own many are chat done 
which have ariſen in my mind concerning thy reſidence among the 


idolaters of the Weſt. If I have ſometimes been afraid, leſt-the pro- 
phane diſputations of ſophiſts ſully thy unſpotted faith, I have re- 
collected, that the ſame prophet who commands us to avoid every 
pollution of the elements, which are the ſeeds of all things, com- 
mands us to avoid every pollution of the ſoul, which contains the 
ſeeds of reaſon, immortality, and happineſs. Then have I wiſhed 
thee to fly away from that deteſted country on the wings of the 
morning, that thou mighteſt no more be liable to ſuſpicion, » If at 
other times I have thought thee too firm to be ſhaken from the ge 
nuine principles of ZOROASTER's law, I have recollected, that the 
ſame prophet who exhorts us, whateyer temptations we combat, to 
Hold faſt to the religion of ORomasDEs, and to ſuffer our minds to 
aſcend from earth to heaven, as the ſun mounts above the level of 
the waters to the zenith, whence he emits his warmeſt and moſt en- 
livening rays; exhorts us likewiſe, for want of power, by reproof f 
and by inſtruction, to perſuade thoſe who are defiled with error to 
forſake it; on the ſame principle, that thou wouldſt compaſſionately 


free the priſoner from the captivity which ſooths him, for it wa 
heady end in his deſtruction. 
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L conjure MOON hide not the profeſſion of our law; ; gird up thy 
ices with the holy girdle ; let me not be told again of thy private 


expiations, to appeaſe the prophet for what thou ſoftly calleſt the 


201 


LETTER 
CXXXIX. 
— — 


neceſſary omiſſions of duty, but are in truth the ſhameful compliances 


of fear. Addreſs thyſelf to the philoſophers and magiſtrates of 


Athens : let them bow no longer to idol-gods and idol- paſſions, but 


adopt the.Deity and the morals of ZOROASTER. Think on the ex- 
ample propoſed to thee by that great man, who looking on death 
with contempt, when ſet againſt the eſtabliſhment of his doctrines i in 
the hearts of others, not only hazarded but loſt his life, in endea- 
vouring to convert ARGASP, king of the Scythians. Be thou com- 


forted alſo in remembering the ſpeedy vengeance inflicted on that 


ſtubborn prince by DAxlus. Such may be the fate of Athens from 
the pious ARTAXERXES, if ſhe refuſe to hear thy miſſion, and treat 
thee with a Scythian barbarity. But if, as is moſt probable, in a 


ſtate renowned for letters and for wit, her philoſophers attempt to 


confute, and her poets to ridicule thee ; be aſſured, as the ſacred fire 
on our altars is ſmothered for a time by the ſhrubs and flowers that 
are thrown upon it, yet is nevertheleſs raiſed and ſupported by them ; 


ſo is it with truth, which makes every impediment in its way the pro- 


per matter for itſelf to work upon, and converts the means intended | 


for i its overthrow, i into thoſe of its credit and Propagation, 
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Crranpun to Hvpaspzs. 


oe, 


Arcane came ds 6 on a * to Fg an} m ayſele . 


and we had a private ſympoſium. He had ſcarcely entered the 


apartment, when he laughed, and ſaid, I have juſt been preſent. 
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at the deliberations of an ingenious aſſembly, into which lam 
lately admitted. I warrant you, (interrupted J,) ſome party | 
of pleaſure. You have perhaps been contriving ſome conceit or 
ſcheme to take place at the approaching Orgies. No, (an- : 
ſwered he,) by HexcuLEs, you were never more - miſtaken,” 


Then you have been diſcourſing (returned I) with a knot, of fo- 


phiſts or philoſophers.” -* Why in truth, (replied he,) it was ſo 
grave a meeting, that you would have imagined, had you. looked p 
at us, it was a company of philoſophers ; and yet our conference | 
was ſo void of all meaning, that it might vie with the  diſputations ; 
of a ſophiſt. To hold you no longer in ſuſpenſe, A ſet of. young. 
citizens, who are fond of attending the-debates of the people, ant , 

have a mind to make themſelves, not able ſtateſmen, but popular | 
orators, have compoſed a ſociety, where, in imitation of the great 
objects of SocraTEs's ridicule, they talk extempore on every 
topick that is offered them.” * I perceive (interpoſed PHILEMON) 
there is a great ſpirit of eloquence gone forth into the world; 

and the forum (it is now ſuggeſted) was not deſigned ſo much 

for the tranſaction of buſineſs, as for a vain oſtentation of the ca- 

"PIE: If MIxERVA, the tutelar goddeſs of Athens, inſpires 


not our polierity with better thoughts,. the affairs of the ſenate 
| | 4 and 
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2 and aſſembly may degenerate into carcleſ amuſements,. Thele 


« trifles lead to ſerious misfortunes *,”* Pray (ſaid I) who are 
the rulers of your club?” © Not I, 1 ALCIBIADES)) 
though a member of it.” 1 take that for granted (returned I); 


and it is impoſſible for any one but a ſophiſt to be either the framer 


or conductor of it. Tou are in the right (replied he): Tuz- 
* ON and ISAGORAS,: who-are of that ſe&, both of them ſuperior 


to us in years, ſeem to be our chief demagogues and managers. 


« The one was a follower of HII As, and imitates him in con- 


© ciſeneſs, which he looks upon as a proof of genius (though you 


& 


the latter is a man of ſuch univerſal attainments, that he preſumed 
« to contend in tragedy with EURIIpES himſelf. They have fo 


78 high a regard for the improvements of their pupils, that, they al- 


« ways take contrary ſides, and frequently keep the converſation to 


< themſelves. As ſoon / as TazoN has uttered two or three ſen- 


* Pull R Non wems to have been of the ſame Ke ant wh AE wo puts 


theſe words into the mouth of the elder Caro in the piece de Senectute. Duod ſi 
c Jegere aut audire voletis externay Maximas NO" ab OT E re- 
« perietit. 

&« Ceddò, gui Gas 3 tantam amijili . cito ? fie e. enim brenne, ut e of 
in Nevii Poete ludo, reſpondentur et alia, et hac in primir. 

% Proveniebant Oratores novi, flultuli, adoleſcentuli.” 72 518 


It is remarkable, that Al cinranEs ſhould have this converſation with . 
who foreſaw the ruin that would be brought upon the ſtate by the precipitate advice 
and meaſures of ſuch citizens as that young Athenian. He engaged his countrymen | 


afterwards in the fatal expedition to Sicily. Should it be aſked, how one of ſo ro- 

mantick and debauched a turn could maintain any correſpondence with the grave Par- 

LEMON ; it may be ſaid, he did like Chris, js nos it ſpeci 22 virtutis 221 
latæ tenere. Note 57 the Tranſlator. 8585 


1 — ee 


„ know it may diſcover either great ſtrength or poverty of parts): 
&* the other was a ſcholar of Gon As, and values himſelf on a 
« florid copiouſneſs, The former is of ſo ridiculous an aſpect, that 
* he would make a droll figure in the paintings of Prgzicvs; and 
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ire a tences with ſome difficulty and muck formality, the forward Is 4 5 
| Acer «:GoRAs lays hold of them, allows him the whole extent” of his 
V argument, but perhaps thinks it not to the purpoſe; and after he 
has proceeded in his uſual ftrain of declamation, the ſame ſent. | 
ments purſued in different words, and warmly argued, furniſh = 
« out the exerciſe of the day.“ But, (ſaid I,) though your di.. 
* putes are not carried on in the beſt manner, you keep you 
ſelves in breath, I imagine, by treating ſubjects of importance 
nas a trial of your invention.” Ves, (rejoined ALCIBIADES,) we 
have e da every character in Hou ER *, from AchILLES to 
THERSITES ; and have ſtarted it as a problem 6 difficult ſolution, 
whether NRSTOR or ULYSSES was the wiſeft? A friend of mine, 
who had been in Ithaca accidentally, (where hardly any body elſe 
ever was,) valued himſelf much upon it, and told us, he might 1 
perhaps be prejudiced in favour of one whom he had propofed a 
the pattern of his travels; but he could not help thinking, when 
he traverſed the rocky iſland, which was the royal patrimony of 
the hero, that the good effects of his government exiſted viſibly 
in the face of the country till now.” He concluded with ſome 
ſmart reflections or ſtrong things to the diſadvantage of old 
„% NESTOR. Such, CLEANDER, are the means by which many of 
the Athenians have learned a vicious fluency of words, and a pe- 
tulant vivacity. But we begin to be tired of antiquity, and are 
deſcended to the worſt of all modern productions, the regula- 
tions of our own ſociety.” One ſhould apprehend (anſwered 1) 
they muſt be wretched ſubjects of diſcourſe. The flowers of elo- 
quence can never flouriſh or be raiſed on barren ſoils,” True 


0 


* The ſophiſts were fond of extraQting topicks of 8 from the poets, 
eſpecially from Homes, as may be collected from the Dialogues of PLAro. It is faid 
in one of them, that Hiepias of Elis had thrown all the precepts neceſſary for inſt;- 
tuting youth into an oration, and called it * NesToR's Advice to a Son,” 
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* (id hay; yet you: know there is art required in gloſſing over * 
« ſtatute or old order of the aſſembly; - and the fate of a queſtion — 


« will now and then depend on a defect in the way of drawing it, 


or in the form of proceeding to conſider i it. We train ourſelves 
« therefore to a qualification ſo material to the intereſts of the re- 


„ publick.” „But, (continued I,) this might be an improving exer- 
« ciſe, if you would reſolve to digeſt in your minds the matter-of a 


- 


- 


cerning it, before the day of debate. As to the expreſſions, the 
leſs they are premeditated, methinks the better.” © I agree with 


% 


- 


5 you, (returned eng tes, and had once the boldneſs to move 


8 what you mention. I believe it is almoſt the only time I ever 
0 


* 


0 Socrarzs, not to talk of any thing before I have conſidered it ; 
* ſo that in this ſociety I generally entertain myſelf with the wiſ- 

4 dom of others, and obſerve a more than Pythagorick ſilence. It 
« was ſaid, in objection to it, that the very end of the meeting 
e would be deſtroyed, which was to ſpeak without thinking.“ 

« A noble inſtitution (cried PHILEMON) ; theſe men would ill 
« imitate your uncle PERICLES, whoſe excellent talents, as an orator, 

were formed, not by an idle loquacity, but by long application to 
philoſophy, joined to great natural quickneſs and comprehenſion 
of parts. Words are only the inſtruments to convey our thoughts; 
and you might as well flatter yourſelf to become-a painter at once, 
by taking a pencil into your hand, as a maſter of eloquence, by 


polite intereſt to PERICLEs, founded a ſort of political lecture, 
and paid ſome ſophiſt very largely for his aſſiduity in teaching 
that ſcience to the young Athenians. What would you ſay now, 
(fince you leem to think we want good materials for debating,) if 


ETTER 


curious ſubject, which would admit ſome difference of opinion con- 


troubled them with my thoughts at all. For I have learned from 


gaining a readineſs of ſpeech.” © You may, remember, (faid Ar. 
CIBIADES,) that THUCYDIDEs, who ſucceeded C1MoN in the op- 


« the 


. >. : , 1 . WT. ” PY S554 
l 8 a a _ 4 q . . — 8 — a — A are EY *. 
r — p 2 r — ä — oy 
. — p a þ a - hl — * | 2 A — 
» « - 5 \ \ l L - = © 
oY _ : by ls = © a * 
I —_— 


. AG We WEI ATV Ay Ops 99 IO N „„ 


- * * . 


CXL. 


EL 
* 


A 
A 


cc 


W 
* 


A 


0 


LETTER «. 


ATHENIAN: LETTERS. 


4 
L 


45 two. \ inflieations were joined: ehgether ; and the di 


this laſt, after a certain time, delivered tö the tare f Tuzon: 8 


IsAGORAS, that they might produce in the ſociety: for the 


ragement of eloquence, thoſe abilities they had acquired it the : 
pleaſant on a matter of ſuch laſting conſequence, For. I take: this 
faculty of diſcourſing on both ſides of a queſtion, which the ſo. 5 


ſchool of politicks?” Forgive me, (replied he,) if I cn 


phiſts are fond of exerting themſelves and communicating to 
not to be ſo hurtful to ſcience, as dangerous to virtue. It 


us to lay aſide ſincerity, and to varniſh over falſehood; it intro. 


duces ſomething of the drama into publick councils, and fam | 


liarizes our youth to the acting of a part,” 
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OnzAMES t Gans. He Tacces, on is borders of the 
{Tonkin Gulf. | ws 


| F * leiſure of a few months renee from the court, I no n TER oe 
inducement, CLEANDER, to reſume my correſpondence win 
' thee, From the opinion thou haſt formed of me, thou wilt readily 5 
conceive how great a relief I find in this retirement from the hurry 
and diſſipation of a publick life, Taoces {for that i is the name of * 
this place from the neighbouring promontory) was an ancient plea- 
ſure-ſeat of the Achzmenian princes, the anceſtors of Cyrus, but 
has ſince paſſed by grant into the family of Parmys. The pleaſant- 
neſs of the place is greatly owing to its maritime ſituation, and to 
the natural variety of its woodlands, lawns, and water; though very 
conſiderable improvements have been made by large plantations in 
the paradiſes that encompaſs it; nor is the beauty of its proſpects 
diminiſhed from the contraft of a more barren and mountainous — 
country, viewed at a diſtance, towards the borders . Carmania. 85 1 e 
Above Taoces, about two hundred ſtadia upon the river Granis, 5 5 
which at this place falls into the Perſian Gulf, ſtands Gabæ, one of 
the royal palaces, as Paſargada was the other, between which the 
kings of Perſia in former times, reſided; for the champain country 
about theſe places recommended their ſituation to our ancient mo- 
narchs, whoſe pleaſures conſiſted in manly exerciſes, and whoſe 
chief diverſion was the chace. In thoſe days, all the youth we 
Perſia, educated after the diſcipline of our ancient ſchools, were 
called upon in their turns to attend their ſovereign to the field, not 
indeed ſo often againſt che human kind, as in the purſuit of ſavage 


animals, 
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animals, with which they were frequently expoſed to cis 1 


ous encounters, and by this means properly trained to all the ſtrata. i 
gems and toils of war. They then purſued the game on foot, and 
contended in ſpeed with the ſwifteſt animals; for, till the times of 
CyRvs,a horſe was little known in Perſia. Paſargada is ſituated upon 


the river Agradatus, now more commonly called after the name of 


our immortal CyRUs. The courſe of it is through the vale of Perſis, 
the middle and moſt fruitful part of the country. Cyrus, even after 


he had begun the moſt magnificent palace of the eaſt, Rill retained 


a particular fondneſs for that place. There paſſed the cloſing ſcene 
of his glorious life ; and in the gardens belonging to that ancient ſeat 
of his anceſtors, he ordered that his remains ſhould be depoſited : his 


ſepulchre is plain and ſimple, diſtinguiſhed only by an obeliſk, which 
ſtands in the centre of a thick wood. Within the palace of Paſar- 


gada are the courts of juſtice, and the ancient ſchools ; the former 
ſupplied by the itinerant judges, who are ſent annually through all the 
provinces ; the latter now under the direction of the Magi; but they, 


CLEANDER, are more induſtrious to maintain the reputation, and 


promote the ſpeculative ſtudies of their own order, than to ſee the 
ſpirit of the ancient diſcipline preſerved in its full vigor. Paſargada is 
now become one of the moſt conſiderable colleges of their profeſſion: 
another ſettlement they had in a village near adjacent, which bore 


the name of Ecbatana, till Daz1vs obliged them to remove from 


thence, and built the town of that name upon the mountains. The 
court is this ſpring at Perſepolis, from whence the great king is ex- 
pected to make a progreſs to Paſargada: except in theſe progreſſes, 
the concourſe and ſplendour of a Perſian court is ſeldom ſeen there; 


yet, without that, even in theſe remote corners of Perſia, frequent 


opportunities offer of mixing in a. very polite and various ſociety. 
The voyages of the Phœnicians have, of late ages, thou knoweſt, 


opened a commerce of literature between the moſt diſtant elimates 


of 


A 
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of the eaſt and weſt; * which has occaſioned erect reſors of ſtrangers, LETTER 


eſpecially of the Grecjan ſophiſts, into theſe parts: for they, wWhoſe 
reſearches after knowledge. carry them even to the Indian Brach- 
mans, will not fail to, viſit the ſchools of the Magi. The ſituation 
of my Perſian villa puts me; ſometimes. in the way of theſe learned 
gueſts; they are g y introduced to me by the courteous Mage 
TEASPES, who, obliges. PARMYS and me with his company in this 
agreeable. retirement. The adjacent promontory of Taoces affords 
a a commodious, harhour. to the. Tyrian merchants. Among them I 
| often bi with men of an enlarged. mind, and improved under- 
nding ;, ſuch, as, I; haye heard thy brother Hieeias deſcribed: 
to be, by the Ken men \ whe: have ſeen him * *. court of Ec- 


| Lhaxe ne an opinion, that hams was: a. nearer, con- 
ſelves, are generally apprized: of. My — vii upon, . ocea- 
ſion, ta, ſuggeſt this hing(in a mixed company of Greeks and Aſia- 
cho were, met. nt long ſince: at Taoces, brought on a con- 
—— that has, a; good. deal confirmed me i in theſe ſentiments. 

Ex THAN, the Athenian. agent, who, being in theſe. parts upon his 
mexcantile. affairs, changed to be one of, the company; ſaid with 
ſome.carneſtneſs,; that. thopgh . in. the relation he ſtood to a, certain 
Rate, he ſhould: be- unwilling, to, give, up a point, ſo. intereſting; to 
many of. the Greeks, as that. oß theix being; the. Aura xe of their 
native country; yet he dhould-witly pleaſure. attend to any diſcoveries 

of a natural alljagre betyrorn, them. and. the ſubjedts.of the great king 
* I, fear (ſaid ;TpasPzs)\ you: muſt: fixſt. relinquiſh thoſe - boaſted: 

©. pretenſions ofi-your-Greciay: friends, before any ſuch relation be- 
" tween them and theſe eaſtess.nafions can be made out, IRoMUs; | 
Vor. 11. — = 5 a Phoent- 
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' LETTER a Phœnician merchant, who fat by; was diſpoſed to treat the 


The very name of IN Achus, who is the reputed founder of the 
Argive kingdom, betrays his Phcenician original; and PHORO- 
.NEVUS bears an affinity to an Egyptian name. It was under his 
| government that the ſcattered families of the Pelaſgi were brought 
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7 LIES] ject with raillery, and alleged, wc. that, conſidering the- berberds M ” 


of ancient Greece, before Capmus introduced humanity among 
its early inhabitants, he ſaw nothing extravagant in the pretenſions | 


of thoſe Greeks who make their firſt anceſtors the ſpontaneous 


product of the earth.” It muſt be owned (replied PYTHON) that 7 


there is a great mixture of fable in the early periods of the Gre 


clan hiſtory. But will not the ſame objection lie to the hiſtory 5 
of all other nations, if you attempt to trace them up to their firſt : 


original ? Thus, if INACHUs be ſtyled the offspring of C Oer anus 


and TETHTs, this carries his antiquity to that height, a8 to leave it 


uncertain who were his progenitors. And is not SEM Nun 


in like manner, reported to be the daughter of the Syrian god- 
deſs?ꝰ „1 have had (ſaid TEASPES) ſeveral opportunities of 
converſing intimately with the prieſts of Byblos, who, you will 
allow, deſerve to be conſulted, in points of the earlieft antiquity; 


and I can with confidence affirm, that of the antiqui ies of the 
Greeks, till the æra of the Olympiads, there is very little certainty 


to be collected from any traditions or monuments that have been 
preſerved by their own hiſtorians. I muſt ſo far, however, dif- 


ſent from IRoMUs, as to believe, that there were diſtin& commu- 


 nities and forms of government eſtabliſhed by the Pelaſgi, before 


the coming of Capuus into Greece. Phœnicia had ſent colonies 
thither long before that which he ſettled at Thebes in Bceotia. 


to unite themſelves in a regular ſociety with the newly tranſ- 


Planted colonies, who followed PH ORONEUS into that country 


© Joon. 
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6 ſpeak. of. 1 Some indeed (replied: TEASPES) muſt have got 
* ſooner hors chan the reſt; and I uſe the word Pelaſgi, becauſe, 
upon the authority of the Greeks themſelves, I find no name 


% more ancient for the firſt inhabitants of that country. But you 


% cannot be ignorant, I ſuppoſe, that the name of Pelaſgi could 
only belong to a people who had paſſed the ſea, and ſufficiently 


” 
N 


deſtroys the high pretenſions of your countrymen, of being 


* coeval almoſt with the territory itſelf. And here I cannot help 
_ © repeating your own. fabulous account of IN Achs, under which 
« ſeems. to be diſguiſed ſome. hiſtorical tradition, when it is ſaid 


1 that he was the offspring of Oczanvs and TRTRHVYSsH; which, al- 


7 lowing that he came from a country beyond the ſeas, is eaſily ex- 


“ plained, but 3 is otherwiſe a ſenſeleſs legend.” I muſt beg leave 
 (faid1I, here interpoſing) to offer ſomething in . of the great 
&« antiquity of the Athenians. It is a tradition among the Egyptian 


« prieſts, that they were originally a Sethroite colony; and that 
« Os1R15 left TRIPTOLEMUS with them, in their new territory, to 


« teach them the art of tillage. The Phcenician ſacred records re- 


" late, how CHRON Us travelled about the world with his daughter 


. ATHENA, and gave her the coaſt of Attica; ſo that both theſe 
ſettlement in Attica, as high as the times 
of Os1R18-:: And there is reaſon to believe, from the teſtimony | 


6 authorities fix the fi 11 


6c 


of thoſe two nations, which contend for the earlieſt antiquity, 
that theſe eaſtern countries, which have ſueceſſively been the 


« 


l in the Egyptian account but mythology. Jam not ignorant, 


EE 2 +, "the 


ſeats of empire, were overſpread, about the ſame time, from one 
common ſtock. Beyond the times of Os IRIS we find nothing 


CXLI. 


„ ſoon. after che expulſion of the Phoenicians out of Egypt“ LETTER 
«You. muſt. allow, then, (interpoſed. PYTHON) that the Pelaſgi Gn 
66 themſelves were more ancient in Greece, than the .colonies you 
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there are Phoenician traditions pretended to be 
TAAUTUS; which carry up the hiftory of the himutit rice for 
ten generations higher than CyxoNtgs. But you, TiAgphs, 1 
know, confider that ancient epoth of Os RIS, about Whick ends 
with the Egyptians the reign ef theit detni-gods, as the time © 


when the earth began to be plante@ anew after the wutitvetfall de-. 
luge.” I do (replied TEA SY ES) J; and I make tio doubt but 


that S1sUTHRUS and his family, who ſo miracul otfly, as it 1s 
related in the books of the Chaldzart ages; eſcaped the u A 

deluge, might paſs among poſterity for a remnant of the race of 
the demi-gods, who had exiſted in another ſtate of things. And 
if we conſider how impoffible it was for any monument to Have 


wn * we 
* 


been preſerved of the antediluvian ages, and what the ffate of 5 


moſt nations, after their firſt planting, muſt have been; we all 
neceſſarily be brought to fix here the carlieff æra of the  kifforikal | 
times. And the Greeks cannot complain, though we allow not 
of their ſpringing from the earth itſelf, that we have made thr 


. too recent.“ 


„ thank you both, (ala bende for this polite: ah bal 
inquiry into a ſubject, which appears, in the light you have con- 
ſidered it, to be of the greateſt moment for eſtabliſliing an uni- 


verſal benevolence among the human ſpecies. You could elſe, I 
am ready to believe, have more eaſily indulged me in my Gre- 
cian prejudices. But to ſpeak the truth, I am much leſs con- 
cerned for what becomes of the boaſted original of my Athenian 
friends, than Jam for improving, as far as may be, thoſe prin- 
ciples of humanity,” which are ſo forcibly inculcated from the 


conſideration of the whole race, as being deſcended of one com- 
mon ſtock. But my curioſity i is much excited, to know the opi- 


nion 


6 


9 


ATREN . 


preſent converſation naturally leads to 


This queſtion (faid TEASPES) is cloſely connected with our Ma- 
gian doctrines of the Coſmogony. However, I ſhall not be un- 
willing to gratify your curioſity ; ſince an- explanation upon 
theſe ſubjects will do honour to the religion of 20 ROASTER, 
and clear up our philoſophical opinions from the ofe groſs miſ- 
takes, which wilt of your Siiitrymi luke eterlined cine 


ea. Moan i 


AN LETTERS. 


nion of your enlightened ſages, with regard to the origin of man, L 
and when he firſt exiſted upon the earth. The ſubje& of 1 — 


chis further inquiry.“ 


* * 
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CLEAN DER fo GoBRYAs. From Athens. 


LY 


T- fortune of the war, which, ſince my laſt diſpatches, inclines 
to the fide of Athens, has given a ſudden turn to the affairs of 
this country, which, if ſome unforeſeen event does not ariſe, may, 


produce conſequences, not leſs advantageous to the Grecian, ſtates, 
than detrimental to Perſia, Thou muſt have judged, from all P 


accounts of Pylus, that it was reduced to the laſt extremity ; 3 

indeed ſo little expectation of preſerving it remained here, 9 no- 
thing could be more ſurprizing, as well as agreeable, than the news 
we received within theſe few days, that the blockade was raiſed 


| by ſea, and a truce concluded with the Lacedæmonian generals, 


Thoſe who have been long converſant in political buſineſs, muſt 
have frequently obſerved, that when their hopes ſeem beſt founded, 
and their thoughts are employed in purſuing a ſeries of imaginary 
triumphs, one unlucky incident reduces them to deſpair, and ſoon 
after, a ſtroke of good fortune, as unlooked-for as the bad, reſins 
ſpirit and reſolution to their counſels. 


Without making a Particular application of this remark to the 


Athenian republick in the preſent criſis, I will haſten to explain the 


facts which gave riſe to it. Not long after the deſperate aſſault 
maintained by DEMOSTHENEs, (of which my laſt letters made 
mention,) the Athenian admiral from Zacynthus came up with forty 
fail, and offered battle to the Lacedzmonian fleet, which, inſtead of 
accepting the challenge, kept itſelf ranged in a line cloſe to the ſhore 
within the harbour. Upon this Nicias called a council of war, 
| Where 
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where'i it; was determined, by | the unanimous opinion of the captains, l. 


TA 
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to force their way into the port, the entrance of which, eite 


through neglect or want of {kill in the engineers, was not blocked 
up in the manner at firſt propoſed.” The project was as gallantly ex- 
ecuted as it had been wiſely concerted : five of the enemies ſhips - 
were taken; ſeveral of them run aground and were much ſhattered ; 

and none would have eſcaped being entirely demoliſhed, if the ſol- 
diers from the Lacedæmonian camp, on the ſhore, had not entered 
the ſea with their arms, and recovered ſome of their veſſels, at the 


ſword's point, out of the hands of the Athenians. In conſequence 
of this ſucceſs, ſupplies of men and proviſion were immediately 
thrown into Pylus, the coaſt cleared of the Peloponneſian gallies, 
and four hundred and twenty natives of Lacedæmon ſhut up in the 
iſland of Sphacteria, and deprived of all poſſibility of relief, whilſt 
the Athenians continued maſters at ſea. The news of this action 
no ſooner reached Sparta, than the magiſtrates, in the deepeſt con- 


cern for the danger to which ſo many of their braveſt and moſt diſ- 
tinguiſhed citizens were expoſed, repaired in perſon to the Pelopon- 


neſian camp; and finding it impracticable, from the diſpoſition made 
by the Athenian commanders, to give any aſſiſtance to their diſtreſſed 
countrymen in the iſland, propoſed a ſuſpenſion of arms to NI IAS 


and DEMOSTHENES. They agreed to it on the following condi- 


tions: Firſt, That embaſſadors ſhould be ſent from Sparta to Athens, 
with full powers to conclude a definitive treaty. Secondly, That 
the Lacedzmonians ſhould deliver up all their ſhips of war, at that 
time lying on the coaſts of Laconia, to Athenian commiſſioners, 
who ſhould be inſtructed to reſtore, them at the expiration of the 
truce, which was to laſt till the return of the embaſſadors. Thirdly, 


That the Athenians ſhould: give leave for a daily ſtated portion of 


bread, Hefh, and wine, to be conveyed into the illand for the uſe of | 
the 
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| _ 8 TT} K the nee there. Fourthly, That if any one of theſe articles 1 


— broken, the whole ſhould be void. Thou mayeſt i imagine, noble 

ſeribe, with what joy conditions ſo honourable to this ſtate. Were ms | 
tified by the people. Nicias's conduct is much applauded ; ; ans | 
the general opinion of b him Arrengthened, that though he i is an in 


„ 


dreſs nor vigour in executing. The Lacedæmonians have nomi- 

nated three of their principal citizens for embaſſadors, who are 
ſhortly expected to arrive here. This full tide of fortune flowing | 
in at once upon the Athenians, has greatly exalted their ſpirits; 3, and 
from that very circumſtance, I ſhould conj jecture they would not 
make a right uſe of it. They have this day ſent an expreſs to 
PYTHON, with an anſwer to the points complained, of by our court. 
As to the depredations on our merchants, they aſſert the right Which 
all nations have, in time of war, to prevent ſupplies being carried 9 

their enemies; and endeavour to ſhew, that the far greater nun 
of veſſels on the liſt delivered in to their miniſter are included, nder 
that head. For the reſt, they offer ſatisfaction in general terms, 
when a a more particular inquiry has been made! into the Aae, 49 10 


1244 "a. i. M6... 


cured his pk. hy without violating all the laws of f bofoitality in 1 | 
among the Grecians, and making a moſt ungrateful return to the 
kindneſs and regard which his mother had always ſhewn to the re- 
publick of Athens. That, however, he had communicated; none of, 
his pro) jects to the ſtate, had received no encouragement from them, 
and was alone anſwerable for the conſequences of his miſconduQ; 
Theſe inſtructions conclude, by repreſenting the freſh grounds, of, 
alarm which they have taken at the king” 8 deſigns againſt the Greek, 
colonies, by the encampment of the army near Sardis, and the diſk 
eovery of ſeveral Perſian , in Miletus ang Smyrna, who have 


confeſſed, 
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the citizens to wude, wude arp len, to the e of 
ARTAXERXES... | by 


Theſe paper - weapons, ;, potent. load, give me no 5 a8 s they 
can. produce no obſtruction to the king's meaſures. But the pro- 


apprehenſions, which, I wiſh, for the ſake of Perſia, may be en- 
tirely chimerical. Wil they not, in this caſe, unite to diſconcert 
the views which our maſter may have formed upon the maritime 


not lay hold of the ſlighteſt pretence to tranſport an army to the 


vinces? And to what hazards may not our commerce and our navy, 
which have within theſe few years begun to recover themſelves, be 


experience to contings] toils ad warfare? - . 


loſt, of delivering Athens, as well as the reſt of Greece, from the 
calamities under which they have long laboured, and of eſtabliſhing 


clining to ſuperſtition and a gravity ſ omething formal. He has 
long been the champion of the ariſtocratical faction againſt CL EON. 
and the popular demagogues, and for that reaſon ſtood the mark of 


to be a diſintereſted lover of his country, and a prudent conductor 


2 
} . 


confeſſed, upon. examination, that they were employed. to ticking over L 


ſpect of a general peace amongſt the Grecian ſtates fills me with | 


cities of Aſia Minor, and the illes of the Egean Sea? Will they 


oppoſite continent, and ſpread deſolation over the neighbouring pro- 
expoſed from the united force of a nation inured by education and 


i ſtrong party. 951 N Magn ws ple of 3 men of * 
ſtance, the elder citizens, and the huſbandmen, declare ſtrongly for 
peace. They ery out, that the preſent opportunity ſhould not be 


their general happineſs and fecurity on laſting foundations. Nic IAS 
is the principal labourer. in this good work; a man of piety, in- 


their calumnies and ridicule; but he is ſo univerſally acknowledged 


of buſineſs, that he pale. no {mall ſhare in the eſteem of the 


7ER 
' CXBl1, 


i S : 3 I : : 8 : 
8 ; k 2 : 1 

2 X . 2 % 8 : Ez 88 4 8 

SER SR ks 3 NE 


7 1 

„ 2 5 nt 

* 4 # = 1 2 
3 3 » 3 


— . —¹ ,,... r 
— — — . 
2 = _————_ ET RIz 


- 
. 4 * L l # 5 A £ 
- 5 8 ; E > * : : 
8 ; t 5 2 5 — _ N 8 « * * 
Y 7 1 : : ; ; % 8 paths W 
; ; . ; 5 N 4 & 3 
7 ; 5 , . « > ge 1 * . , ; «21 X JE : * 3 
* . 1 ” - « . - a * N l 2 SEN 5 5 4 n n ++ 8 1 3 ; « * 2 b «Sp N 6M 
# 5g 4 5 1 : 4 w n 4 : \ : wu, = g y > ER, * a 
* — * * * , - 5 oy C 4 ” — 23 . N 2 * N at - A 7 _ + > 2% « = 
5 . - L » Y 1 . * #4 . . 3 * = 3 3 % . > Set ** 8 I 7 98939 8 8 

7 : 1 < * 5 ; : * 0 Pets 25 1 £ „ 1 ** . 8 l 4 F W., 
5 A 4 : YZ 4 £ 2 F : £ Ss R by 6 p_ 1 ; * SF 
: , oh " : . 8 5 * 4 G 4 ; A O 4 2 Fx + IF wo 0, 2” - RY 

- . %* * ” * * D * 8 5 1 T's . N K 4 - : OH £25 og 1 5 

: 8 428 s 4 . * - 1 I 4 . : i 8 ; 8 + R " 2 a ** = * = 8 * 

2 ts — D . 4 = * 4 1 . . P 7 t 8 8 ; 3» 4 A 25 x 5 - <a 

. "OT. r [ £ 7 D Ws 4 . R K 4 Bo 1 0 — 7 hs 8 1 pO F os 8 A N 3 

> 2 3 * g F 4 * V : 3 * 4 1 p . 8 4 5 . . * 28 W 2 CET SITES : a . * 5 * = * * * 8 8 N * 4436 + "> * 8 2 

. ” ny > ; N 4 * : 6 7 « y % 5 8 Rn” 4 : SE Cc Ee * VO Run. 3 * 1 * r 22 2 "- - * 1 "_ : Mg * . , E 
- 2 * 2 . * 4 - 8 K p 1 4 - * 3 3 : 4 . * 5 £ EEE nl 1 * . I 2 4 N 4 Pap 7 8 p þ * . — ND ns It — > 
2 1 py Of : 12 5 _ - . F v oF N 5 "04 g - us Yr VR " 5 v8 . * 4 ; l . — — — yang Donn je « 
f 8 3 , — 4 * 5 : G % 5 1 5 2 "7 * mn” 3 ENS Ws <>. Lk ks Eu? . 4 : ' 0 p & — — — "a . — Row . 3 — — — nga an Bas ß 1 
y 2 ot * * 1 L or n 1 N * 4 - I . 3 8 1 . * p 8 7 w bs n nit _ — _—_ - * 1 _ W _ bot 4 * po * — WY — IS 2 — 1 
* 4 bd : - bY 2 8 6 . N N 0 . E — * 0 — 5 — PA — . — 2 © OG —•—ä — — i \ \ \ . 
* K e ̃ . ]˙̃§˙¼ . 3 * ———— — L — r 1 — = 1 - 2 — 2 =x - . 8 wm — Pate ft oy AC TIO — — : —— ' - . 3 
—— - ———— — CD . —— —ů — ..  reeoatrree  AdS chncr on 2 — — . «— On ; - : 1 | . | | 
p a 5 N _ : \ —— SI \ 7 — * ez n — of 1 en. Lew \ : 
— n Abs, oe I — now — — —— r —— = — wy — — - N SETS, ©z „ 2 - _ eBay Os M - 8 —_— 1 3 
FFP ( . by * n 209657 now = \ l — 15 
\ N b 7 5 = = = eg Se =1oen of N ; C 8 1 
„ 


* 
» * 2 
» we” . _— 0 
3 8 — * p 
P 
——— —-ᷣ 2 —ͤ—-— — 
. - 2 — OE 
ts 9 2 A —— 
—V— — —— 
tr — 5 


>< 


—— — ( 
— —— 
ps 1 24 


| 


* 


P A o 


— 


. 
8 


. — Sr . — 1 r 1 - 
8 = — - — — a * 5 ay mms > rage . — W 8 = REECE 
3 is 2 --—» — —— 8 ke — = — — — — "= - 2 _ - = __— 
A — or ane — 6 — —— oe ee . — ———— — ä — = — — EH — ——— 2 - SS 
4 1 — ry — — a} gy * 8 —— 9 
x err — bs n 7 Ve at. 


4 EY — = 
5&5 DS = Ae : 


a — — an 
OS. 
4 - 
2, I 
— 


- — 
5 SEES 
— 
5 


— 
8 
2 


— 
— 


— n — x ps n 8 me Ie oo Rog 8 
= 3 0 9 n * — Ny 5p r . : — —— | : ll \ 
a. > - : ® — POS . ER AS ESSE Ego — . e oC OE 
* 8 22 * 2 — Sqn = pA Z — RS wala, — IE, I Id, Abe: bg ＋ 2 4 3 — 8 3 * ä Me £2 on l _ * 2 — 
* — —— 4 0 5 ERS on = — . 2 . 2 5 5 — bees Sn 
— = — EIS = — erm 2 2 bs atk — — - l — r w : - 
- — — —— . — Co rere we 5 - . „ 5 a - — 

wy I —— - - — — — > T ; . - 8 P — — 0 3 — — — — 

— — —— — RO Cor W x ares — - K — — 


I SAGER CIRC d 4 IEA ATA 
. > 222 — — 

2— — 
a 

"ot 

— 6 


— — 


—— — 
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ww 


| hank Next to him, both for credit nd capacity, I may an PE) 5 
my friend PHILEMON, whom I have often mentioned in the courſe 


of theſe diſpatches, and I can add nothing farther now concerning 
him, than that he wiſhes moſt ardently to cloſe his eyes with the ſatis. 
faction of having contributed towards uniting the Greeks. | I do not 
1n the leaſt doubt, that CLtoN and his faction will throw all the 
obſtacles poſſible in the way of theſe negociations. But the queſtion 


is, whether the true intereſt of this republick, ſupported, as it is, 


by the friends of peace, will not prevail in the ſtruggle ; nor can any 


— 


thing prevent it, unleſs the Athenians, fluſhed with ſucceſs, inſiſt 


upon terms to which the Lacedæmonians cannot agree, conſiſtently Wo | | 


with their own honour and that of their allies. 


If ta may have the dental to open u myſelf freely to thee, 1 
ſhould think nothing would tend more to advance the king's affairs 


in theſe parts, than to keep embaſſadors reſident with the principal 
commonwealths, Thoſe who act by publick authority can take 


their meaſures on the ſpot with boldneſs, can lay hold of every fa- 


vourable opportunity to ſet on foot an uſeful negociation, and are 
not aſhamed or afraid to raiſe up friends to their ſovereign, and act 


in concert with them; whilſt an unauthorized agent, like myſelf, 18 
unable to take one Rep without innumerable precautions and re- 


ſerves; can barely ſuggeſt fit occaſions to his court, which paſs by 


unprofitably before they can be turned to account; and, were he 


obſerved to form parties in the ſtate, or declare himſelf for one. 
prince more than another, ſuſpicions would be raiſed, his own ſafety- 


endangered, and his life, perhaps, ſacrificed to the malice of his 


* 


enemies and the ſeverity of the laws. Imagine not, potent lord, that 
Ih would decline any difficulties or hazards in the diſcharge of my 
duty here. Whatever inſtructions T may receive in this critical 


junSure ny expect with impatience) ſhall be de performed with 


585 
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the utmoſt exactneſs. 1 hope you will 180 made ">: 2 in LE TTER | 


CXLII. 
the conferences with the Lacedæmonian embaſſadors, before the — 


news of theſe 3 can ! them. 


1 


I ſhall not 10 n 0 out this üilpateh, by entering into any detail 
of the affairs in other places, to which the Athenians themſelves, at 
this time, give but little attention. They are not much concerned 
at the loſs of Eione in Thrace, which was taken by S1MON1DEsS, 
their general, at the beginning of the ſpring; nor with the revolt 
of Meſſina i in Sicily from their alliance, though a town of import- 
ance, There have been two naval engagements between the Syra- 

cuſian and Athenian ſquadrons in the Streights of Sicily, of no great 
| conſequence to either ſide, unleſs that the latter are retired to Rhegium, 
and expect orders to return home, and leave the inhabitants of Sicily 
| to decide their controverſies amongſt themſelves, I refer the event of 
 Zoryrus's attempt on Caunus to the relations of the governor of 
Caria, being perſuaded i it is a ſubject equall 7 diſagreeable to us both. 
The giddy youth, intoxicated with pride, paid no regard to my 
friendly admonitions, and has thrown away his life and reputation in 


the chimerical projects of raſh adventurers. He had certainly parts 
to have deſerved better of his ſovereign. May he be the laſt inſtance 


of diſloyalty ARTAXERXES may experience during the courſe of a 
reign, for the concluſion of which, I ſincerely wiſh the youngeſt 


man in the empire may not live to ſee his houſehold fire extinguiſhed. 
Adieu, 


P. 


FF 2 


| 5 N 
> =} ATHENIAN ee 
= L E I TER OXLM. e 
l Ons auEs to Crab ER. 
jj LETTER EASPES, Who had ſo civilly complied with my requeſt, continued 2 
45 1 W „ his diſcourſe in the following manner: In the theory I am 
„ 6 going to advance, you muſt not think it ſtrange, if I as much diſ- 
| i L « ſent from the Ægyptians and Phcenicians, as I have hitherto held 
| 1 0 with them in their hiſtorical accounts, againſt the uncertain and | 
h 1 i fabulous traditions of the Greeks. I can no more underſtand how. 
30 4 « a wind incloſed in the cavities of unſhapen matter could be the . 
1 “active principle to work out of it an organized body, than I can 
Ht believe the original production of men and other animals to have 
111 | been from the ſlime of the Nile, impregnated by the heat of that . 
Wet 6. climate, without recurring to an higher cauſe. The human body, . 
NE e we allow, was formed out of the earth, and blended with the 
14 &« other elements; but we inquire after that intelligent plaſtick 
6 « power, which could produce ſo excellent a fabrick. Without it, 
1 * we have a great deal to account for, before we come to the pro- 
nhl « duction of a being endowed with life and ſenſe. Let us ſuppoſe 
10 e then the elements in a ſtate of chaos, or lying together in one 
oh « undiſtinguiſhed maſs. By what innate powers ſhall they be ſe 
| parated; and what ſhall diſpoſe them i in that excellent order and 
4 harmony which we ſo juſtly admire in the arrangement of the 
i. « univerſe? Let us ſuppoſe, if you pleaſe, for mere amuſement, 
16 : * a dark troubled air, hovering over a watery mixture, or a wind 
a cauſing a great ferment in the general mucilage of matter. Then, 


(e 


in the violent agitation, the fiery partieles are to find their lightneſs, 
| cc * and 
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and mount. up to the higher regions; - and by that means, out 


of this mit, or troubled mixture, the ſun and ſtars are to ſhine 


out. The groſſer matter, by reaſon of its weight, muſt ſink as 


low as poſſible; and the humid parts being lighter, ſhould conſe- 
quently riſe and float above it. What lucky chance then pre- 


pared that great chaſm and profundity to contain them? And - 


when the waters were taught to know their bounds, what fixed 
the radiant MITHRASs at ſuch an equal diſtance, as to dry, but 
not burn up, by his parching heat, the drained earth ? What, in 
the mean while, ſupported the whole fabrick ? Or, when the ſe- 


paration of the elements firſt began, what aſſigned them height or 


depth in the boundleſs circumſcribing ſpace? And what gave the 
terraqueous globe, when formed, its perpetual rolling motion; 
by which every part by turns is made to partake of the genial in- 


fluence from that luminary? How infinitely perplexed and em- 
barraſſed are our notions, when we would eftabliſh eſſects without 


a cauſe, and ſuppoſe a maſter- piece of deſign and contrivance not 


to have been produced by an intelligent author! ? But let us pro- 


ceed in examining this hopeful formation of the mundane ſyſtem. 
We are to ſuppoſe things endued with vegetative and animal life, 


and at laſt intelligent animals produced from principles, without 


either ſenſe or intelligence. How do thoſe ſkilful Coſmogoniſts 
acquit themſelves of this arduous taſk? Why, they tell you of 
violent thunders and lightnings, at the ſtroke of which the inani- 


mate organized forms were awakened into life, and rouſed and 


frightened with the ſound, began to ſtir and look about them. If 
you inquire further, how theſe chance productions came to be 


ready formed and organized, I will, with OxsamMzs's leave, make 
free with the recondite wiſdom of his Egyptian friends.” «I 


thought, (ſaid I,.) TEASPESs, you had entertained a better opinion 


of me, than to believe me a convert ta nN of their doctrines; 


„% much 
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much leſs to that which, without the mention of a die artſy : 
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1 


attempts to account for the origin of his creatures,” « Pardon ; 
me, (replied TxASPES,) I would by no means inſinuate, that 

you deſerve this imputation ; the moſt that can be ſaid is, that 
you differ from us a little as to the ſolemnity of the ſix fea. 
ſons, which by ZOROASTER We are commanded to keep holy; in 
commemoration of the creation. For this, I know, you conſider 


as an exoterick repreſentation of it, accommodated to the appre- 


henſion of the vulgar. But I am ſatisfied you entirely agree with 
us in the eſſentials of our belief, although you may think it was 
as eaſy for the power of OROMASDES to have raiſed this great 
theatre of the univerſe in an inſtant, as by the ſlower progreſs of 
many months. The Ægyptians (I was going then to ſay) maintain, | 


that as the muddy earth became incruſted by the heat of the ſun, 


the moiſture underneath fermenting, bubbled up in many places, 


and appeared as ſo many puſtules, wrapt up in thin and flender 


coats and ſkins; and this laſted till the fœtuſes arrived a: perfect 
age, when their ſhelly priſons growing dry and breaking, made 
way for their delivery. This might be well reckoned among 
thoſe abſurd conceits which are more wiſely contemned than con- 
futed, But they appeal, in this caſe, from the arbitration of rea- 
ſon, to example and matter of fact, and inſtance in the produc- 


tion of mice and other vermin, at this day, from the ſlime caſt 
upon the land by the overflowing of the Nile. Of theſe they 


pretend, ſome are perfect, others half-formed, cleaving to the oil 
whence they are produced; which you, ORSAMEs, have often 
obſerved to be a very ridiculous miſtake, and an impoſition too 
groſs to paſs upon people who have their eyes open. They con- 


clude from hence, that in the beginning of things, when the earth 


was perfectly fertile and ſucculent, various living creatures might 
proceed from it in like manner. But granting that certain ſpecies 
"x 
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of animals or inſets ſwarm anvil in Egypt at that ſeuſpn z does L. hl. 
it from thence follow, that moiſture generates animals from heat, . 


without any other ſeminal principle? If it be capable of pro- 


ducing theſe, why ſhould it not, by the ſame influence, at the 


ſame time, produce all the ſeveral kinds that are exiſtent? But 


this not happening, it is ſufficiently evident, that there is ſome- 
thing more than the action of heat upon putrified moſſture ne- 


"wy eſſary to produce them. I ſee no reaſon, if the ſoil be as fruitful 


8 


cc 


now as it was in the beginning, why it ſhould not produce men 


and the nobler kinds of beaſts in our days, if ever it did ſo. But 


if there had been a gradual diminution of the generative faculty 


of the earth, that it hath dwindled from nobler animals to puny | 


mite and infects; why is there not the like decay | in the pro- 


duction of vegetables? We ought by this time to have loft the 
whole ſpecies of oaks and cedars, and the other tall and lofty 
ſons of the foreſt; and have had nothing left in their room, but 


dwarfiſh ſhrubs, and creeping moſs, and deſpicable muſhrooms. 
Now, with regard to the production of animals, it amounts with 


me to the ſame, whether we conſider them ſpringing out of the 
earth, as they might, for what we know, in the beginning; or 


generated from creatures of the ſame ſpecies antecedent to them, 


For whether it be in the wombs of the earth, or in the womb of 
an animal, the matter muſt be rightly diſpoſed for this production; 
muſt have in it the proper ſeminal principle; and be endued with 


that prolifick power, which appears not to be any innate quality 
in matter. There may, for aught we know, be one general 


plaſtick nature belonging to the whole terreſtrial globe, by which ; 
* all plants and vegetables may be differently formed, according to 


their different ſeeds. But what has this to do with animal life ? 


* You may proceed in the ſame manner, and ſuppoſe one more uni- 
« verſal — — the whole corporeal ſyſtem, which makes 
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even though motion were eſſential to it. After having ſaid this, 
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all things conſpire every where, ani] agree wats in onde an * 
harmony. But neither of theſe can we poſſibly conceive to be | 
any thing more than the laws of motion derived to matter from 
a firſt intelligent cauſe, who mult be the beginner of motion, 


which, experience teaches 1 is not eſſential to matter, and the author 


of life, ſenſe, and intelligence; which are things we could not 
poſſibly conceive to ariſe from any modifications of matter, 


I need not be reſerved in explaining to you, and developing of its 


emblematical dreſs, the religious philoſophy of the Magi. It bas 


been falſely reported of us, by thoſe who knew little of our wor- 


ſhip, that we paid divine honours to the elements, and to the pla. 


netary ſyſtem. This they build upon ſlight preſumptions, froma | 


faid to be concealed in the Mithriack cave. In the ſalutation of 


MiTHRAs, we do indeed addreſs ourſelves to that luminary with 


ſolemn feſtive pomp and rejoicing ; but it begins in the name of 
OROMASDES, and is directed to his honour alone, whom ae 
praiſe for the benefits derived upon us from the ſun, his great 
ſymbol and vicegerent in the heavens. Of the ſame kind is 
our feſtival of the moon, of Mars, and the other planets. The 
figures concealed in the Mithriack cave are aſtrological repreſent- : 
ations of the elements, of the zodiack, and climes of the heavens; ' 
as the cave itſelf is the repreſentation of the world at large, in 
which the radiant MiTHRAs fills the principal orb, diſperſing. his 
influence through the whole ſyſtem. It is well known, that in 
our ſolemn proceſſions, the chariot or horſe dedicated to the fun is 


always preceded by an empty chariot, ſacred to OROMASDES, 


This is not intended for mere idle pageantry, but to emblematize 
an holy doctrine. ORoMASDEs is with us conſidered as the 
firſt and ſupreme director of this moſt perfect chariot of the uni- 
6 verſe; . 


ATHENIAN LETTERS 
« verſe ; and the ſun, though the moſt glorious of all apparen 


4 in ſubordination to that” inviſible power: and thus there is an 


| nit b L BITE R 
« jets, yet diſpenſes his influence through! the viſible creation, only v 


e unity of power, and a monarchy in the univerſe. What there- 


« fore the Greeks have falſely called a  Theogony 1 in the hymn ufually 
« ſung by the officiating Mage at our facrifices, is no more than 


ZoxoAsTER's doctrine of _e origin of the elements, and of the 


« great phznomena of nature.” * The Mithriack ceremonies (aid 
* PYTHON) have generally been objected to you by the Greeks, upon 


e your diſclaiming a viſible divinity, and thought inconſiſtent with 


« your pretended averſion to image-worſhip. How is it we hear of 


« your MiTHRAs pictured like a Perſian king, trampling upon 
« and wounding the ſides of a proſtrate ox, which naturally puts 


* one in mind of the Bepo of the Greeks? a ceremony, to ſpeak 


freely, of a very ridiculous kind, performed annually, to the ter- 


1 


* ror of all oxen, in memory of one which had the boldneſs to . 
« your the ſacred corn which was kept for the feſtival of Bacchus.“ 


« You are reſolved, I ſee, (ſaid TERASPEs,) to force your * 


« into the myſtick cave. | However, I am not unwilling to indulge 


« your curioſity ſo far as may ſerve to undeceive you in theſe pre- 
cc 
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ee 


fulneſs of the earth, and of the animals upon it, was fancied to 
« depend on the influence of the heavenly bodies, thoſe objects 


cc 


about which the firſt obſervers were daily converſant, and in which 


they were moſtly intereſted, gave names to the conſtellations, 
which marked out to them the ſeveral ſeaſons. Such portions, 


nal months, _ diſtinguiſhed uy the conſtellations obſerved to 
VOL, 11. 8 85 5 be 
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judices. Know then, that the concerns of agriculture and paſtoral 
life, which employed mankind in the early ages of the world, 
firſt fixed their attention upon the heavens; and that as the fruit- 


for inſtance, of the zodiack as the ſun paſſed through in the ver- 
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„ LETTER 00 hed in thoſe ide which * named the ram, 0” bull, i in Ks * 
V — ; © fluſion to the genial influence which the ſun had, at that ſeaſon, Y 
|| 8 hos upon their flocks and herds, exciting them to propagate their kind. | 
= „„ 4 an diviſion of the zodiack is denominated from the twins 
f | | „ beaſts; the emblem alluding to this, that the anima before = 
“ mentioned are obſerved commonly to increaſe by twins. 80 that 
the figure of Mir RHRAS trampling upon the bull is no more than 
an aſtrological emblem, implying the influence the ſun has upon 
that ſpecies of animals, when he appears in that ſign, or When 
the heavens are in that particular configuration with reſpect to us.” 
„I perceive, (aid PYTHON,) that, not ſatisfied with having 45 
* throned the gods of Greece, you will go on to vindicate the reli- : 
gion of ZOROASTER, at the expence of our whole poetical my- 
* thology. Neither the golden fleece, nor the twin ſons of LIpA, 
nor the unfortunate daughter of le Axu s, ſhall preſerve their 
ſtation among the ſtars.” Indeed, (aid TxASP Es, ) the celeſtial. 
« virgin, for ſome ages, was taken only for a poor leaſing : maid, | 
« holding the fibul, or ear of corn, in token of the harveſt, till your 
“ poets, in complaiſance to the fair ſex, diſcovered her pedigree and 
« deſcent from DEDALus.“ © Well, (replied Pyr Hñ ON,) Ic] 
be reconciled to you upon this head, had I not, in the capacity of | 
a Greek, the ſame grievous. complaint againſt you in this, as I 
« had in the former queſtion. You take pains firſt to mortify the 
vanity of my countrymen, by proving them to have been colonies 
from other nations; and now you proceed to leſſen the reputation 
of our Orphick doctrines, by expoſing their Phœnician original. 
« And, to fay the truth, if the Orphick doctrines are no more than 
Phoenician or XMgyptian fables, I fear the popular divinities have 
proceeded from the ſame ſource, and have a like precarious exiſt- 
* ence with Night and Erebus, or Love and Diſcord, among the 
8 n 
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65 omhiek principles. But, to ſpeak freely, I can more ly part L x TTE . IH 
« with theſe, than not acknowledge that eternal mind, the principle r 


« you contend for, 1 in the origin of things,” 85 0 : 0 1 


1 thought, cnanbns, ſome account of this converſation would 
not prove unentertaining to thee, who never couldſt enſlave thy 
reaſon to arbitrary tenets, nor meanly proſtitute thy aſſent to any 
popular prejudices. In matters of indifference to religion or civil 
life, it would be deemed very unjuſt to deny men the free ex- 
erciſe of their own thoughts ; and ſurely thoſe ſubj ets, that are of 
importance to either, deſerve a free and impartial i inquiry, the more 5 1 
on that very account. TEASPxESs felt a ſenſible pleaſure to find tile . = 
Greek agent fit ſo looſe to his national prejudices ; and ſince he is | 
ſo well inclined to the rational belief of one ſupreme mind, doubts not 
of bringing him to embrace the doctrines of ZoxOASTER. Thou, 
who frequenteſt the Lycæum and the porches of the Greek philoſo- 
phers, mayſt eaſily account for the ſecret prevalence of thoſe rational 
opinions, which the politick lawgiver had reaſon to fear might one 
day prove injurious to the gods of his own eſtabliſhment, when he 
made it t penal to diſſent 1 from the national ſupericion. . 
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Tr reception which has been given to thy nephew Cn ARIC CLE 
at this court, will ſhow thee with what weight thy recommenda. 


ps © are attended ; nor can our opinion of his diligence and fidelity 


be expreſſed in a ſtronger manner, than by the commiſſion he 1 is 


1 charged with to deliver theſe diſpatches into * hands. ' 


1 canſt not be infabbble; that, for various s reaſons of mi 


and prudence, Perſia has hitherto declined taking any part in the 
war which, for ſome years, has, with greater or leſs fury, been 


carried on among the Grecian ſtates. Pleaſed that the whole attention 
of our enemies was diverted from taking advantage of our weakneſs, 
and their ſtrength waſted by domeſtick diviſions, we looked on this 


Interval of tranquillity, this reſpite from unfortunate: campaigns, as | 


providentially ſent to enable us to heal our loſſes, and to recover the 
advantages which, under the firſt monarchs, rendered this empire 
formidable to the reſt of the world. But as it was never intended that 
our repoſe ſhould degenerate into inactivity, or our influence on the af- 


fairs of foreign nations be entirely loſt, a favourable opportunity was 


expected to interpoſe with vigour and ſucceſs, and break through 
thoſe diſgraceful conditions which the neceſſity of the times had im- 
poſed upon us. This juncture, we hope, is at laſt arrived. Sparta 
ſeems diſpoſed to embrace our friendſhip, and to act in concert with 
us; and ſince it is leſs againſt the intereſt of that ſtate to grant us 
the terms which we expect, in exchange for our aſſiſtance, than of 
any 
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any other, the king i is inclined to think a Lacedzmonian alliance the ARISES Ne 
moſt eligible meaſure he can purſue. But it has been juſtly appre- — 
hended, that theſe favourable ſymptoms'in the Spartan counſels may 
have an unwiſhed-for effect, of alarming the Athenians with the 
proſpect of Perſia's taking a ſhare in the war againſt them, and in- 
ducing that republick to accept a diſadvantageous peace, rather than 
hazard being oppreſſed by the united weight of ſo formidable a con- 
federacy. It has been conſidered likewiſe, that in the preſent ſtate | 
of the war, which has drawn together almoſt the whole ſtrength of 
both parties at Pylus, ſome action may ſhortly enſue, conſiderable 
enough to turn the balance in favour of one fide or the other, and 
bring on a precipitate. accommodation, unleſs at the ſame time that 
precautions are taken to ſecure Sparta, beyond a poſſibility of re- 
tracting her engagements, the like care is uſed at Athens to foment 
the violent humour of the party who with the continuance of the 
war. Theſe deſirable ends can no otherwiſe be attained, than on 
one hand by flattering the ambition of the Lacedzmonians with the 
hopes of attaining an unrivalled ſuperiority over the reſt of the 
Greeks; and on the other, by engaging ſome principal perſon in the 
government of Athens, to co-operate indirectly with us, through 
motives of private intereſt or miſtaken policy. I need not point 
out to you, that the uneaſy condition of CLzoN's private fortune, 
his raſh and turbulent ſpirit, averſe to quiet and ſettled times, and the 
ftrong paſſion, which he has at heart, of ſacrificing every thing to 
preſerve his authority with the people, are circumſtances in his cha- 
rafter, that concur to render him the fitteſt engine for us to work 
with, But you will think all other arguments needleſs, when 1 
have mentioned the overture he has already made to begin a corre- 
ſpondence with this court. 
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"Udon telling Prruon the other day in a confe rence, that I'very 
much ſuſpected the amicable intentions of his —— towards 
Perſia, becauſe they not only deferred returning an anſwer to ne 


juſt complaints of our merchants, but had ſince added inſults to in. 


juries, by giving refuge to Zorrxus, whom the king had declared 


a fugitive and a traitor; le be ne e n A that tho 


; Adding... to r what 20 Laid, Wr 1. Was cms » 


CLEON to lay him at the king s feet, with the ſincereſt profeſſions 
o N to his ooo perſons: and defire of TOS bis n 3 


—_ 


\ 


pon theſe G hich I have 3 to you at e 1 1 
the king's direction to ſignify his pleaſure to you, to take the moſt 


ſeaſonable and early opportunity, after inſinuating yourſelf ſo far 


into CLEON's eſteem, as to induce him to repoſe a confidence in you, 


| to preſent him with the incloſed letter from the king, wherein he 
expreſſes the opinion he has, both of his capacity and intention 


to do him ſervice, and deſires that he would give eredit to | 


; what you ſhould communicate to him in a purſuance of. * * 


When you have thus entered upon the ſubject, and diſco red, 


by the reception it meets with from. CLEON, how far you may ven- 


ture to open yourſelf with. freedom to him, you. ſhall proceed to en- 


gage him to uſe his utmoſt efforts in the aſſembly, to render fruitleſs 


ö 


any negociations which may be ſet on foot; flatter his ambition 


with the thoughts of reducing Lacedæmon, and fixing the balance 


of Greece, during his adminiſtration, in. the hands of Athens; 
alarm his tears with the deſigns of NICTAS to promote an inquiry 
| into 
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n 


into is Gs, as "VO? as the war ſhall be e e 3 6 LETTER. ET: = . 
him of the views of Sparta to ruin. one whom they look upon AS Ws gs 
their greateſt enemy, by favouring the ſchemes of the oppoſite party, 

Nor can you well fail of ſucceeding, if you enforce theſe political! 

reaſonings with the more weighty arguments. tranſmitted to you by. ; 8 
TERIBAZUS, the filent operation of which has more ge once de- 
e the fate of kingdoms. Fn 5 JV 


— 


In wort, as 3 the whole of this important buſineſs is „ to 
thy management, ſo the time and manner of introducing it, the 
ſubſequent advantages to be gained from it, and above all, the me- 
thod of concealing it from the moſt diſcerning eyes, muſt be left 
entirely to thy diſcretion, who art able, not only from thy abilities, 
but thy experience in the affairs of Greece, to regulate thy conduct 


by lights on the ſpot, which 1 it is not in our pe to afford thee at 
this diſtance. 2, | 


As Jem as thou canſt lain us of the iſſue, thou wilt diſpatch 

CHARICLES hither again with the utmoſt expedition. If thou 5 
meeteſt with ſucceſs, thou wilt have the honour of performing the e 
moſt advantageous ſervice to ARTAXERXES that has for ages been 
atchieved by any miniſter of Perſia, And if an unlooked-for miſ- 

fortune ſhould diſappoint our expectations and thy beſt endeavours, 
may ſome light bark convey my CLEANDER ſafe from the rage of 
the . Athenians, | to the edges ſhores of 99850 


ARTAXERXES 


y wo 
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ARTAXERXES the King, to CLzON, 

"8 have great Kilda to hl fatisfied with the arne which 
"PYTHON communicated to us in your name; ; being perſuaded, 
4 | as well of the ſincerity of your intentions, as the abilities you pol. 
ſeſs, to conduct yourſelf in a manner that may be agreeable to us. 
Me defire you to give entire credit to whatever CLEANDER the Ephe- 

5 . ſian, our ſervant, ſhall ſay to you on our part; and to be aſſured, 
Pa TT” that the radiant MITHRAS is not more regular in performing his 
annual courſe, than we are conſtant in extending our ene to 


5 


thoſe who deſerve well at our hands. . Rs Re 


— 


D a . 
A 
—— 


r 
r 
n — Wk, _ 4 


—— 


6 | Given at our royal palace of Perſepolis, the laſt of the moon : 
VVV forty-ſecond of our reign. 
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Gonnras to CLEAN DER. 


T SHALL ſhall not pains to add any thing to the inſtructions 5 ETTERR 
* whach I have ſent you by the king” s orders concerning CLEON. & XL. 5 
Both the reaſons of this meaſure, and the particular ſteps which you 
are to take in the management of it, are clearly and fully marked 
out. The chief intent of my preſent letter is to acquaint you, that 
LYGDAMUS of Cyprus, the captain of the veſſel which carries over 
CHARICLES, has it in charge to continue in the Piræeus under pre- 
tence of trade, till he receive directions from you as to his departure. 
He is not in the leaſt acquainted with the ſecret of your commiſſion; 
and you may ſecurely depend on his fidelity and diſcretion as a man 
of honour, and his care and {kill as a ſeaman. When you deliver 
him the token, by which he will know you to be the perſon I have 
mentioned to him, there will be no occaſion to open yourſelf any 
further, than by telling him you are employed on a particular buſineſs 
for the king at Athens, and muſt deſire he would keep his ſhip in rea- 
dineſs to ſail at a minute's warning, If your negotiation meets with | 
the deſired iſſue, purſue the contents of your inſtructions by re- diſ- 
patching CHARICLES with the advice of it. But if CLROxN either 
refuſes the propoſals, or heſitates about accepting them, a moment's 
longer ſtay in Athens will be unſafe. Embark therefore with the 
utmoſt ſpeed for the firſt port you can arrive at in the Perſian domi- 
nions ; and make uſe of the order I have ſent you for poſt horſes, to 
haſten your journey to the court, where, believe me, we have not 
ſo ungrateful a ſenſe of your paſt. ſervices, as to afford you a worſe 
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eee - her having failed of ſucceſs | in ſo nice ad dang; = 


—— commiſſion. Be aſſured, on the contrary, that your friends will 


omit nothing in their power that can contribute towards your ob. 3 
taining a recompence proportionate to the hazards you have already | 


i undergone, and to the . ”" entertain of your * ä 


merit. 


I refer you to CHARIOLES, who has been a diligent obſerver of 
whatever has paſſed ſince his arrival amongſt us, for the ordinar 


occurrences of the court. He will not fail to give you an account 2 


of the queen-mother's death, and the ceremonial of her interment 
on the royal mount. It is generally imagined, that the miſcondudt 
of her daughter, added to the unfortunate end of her grandſon 20. 
PYRUS, affected her with ſo deep a concern in the retirement which 5 
of late years ſhe has enjoyed, as to ſhorten her days. Our monarch 


has not been deficient in expreſſing the ſincerity of his concern for 


the loſs of one ſo dear to > him; nor omitted any inſtance © of a plow : 


reſpect to her memory. e * 


There are two or three other polnts, which having a more imme- 
diate relation to the duty of our reſpective employments, I ſhall not 
diſpenſe with myſelf from Wy upon, in as few words as | 
can. 


When the news arrived that ZoPYRUS was ſlain, in his rebellious 

attack againſt Caunus, the king, out of regard to the ſervices of his 
illuſtrious father, and his relation to the royal blood, forbad any 
publick rejoicings to be made ; but was ſo much incenſed at the be- 


Haviour of the Athenians, in permitting ZoPYRVs to fail out of their 
ports, that he ſent immediate orders to AMORGEs, to put to death 


all the priſoners who were natives of that city. Two indeed were 
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ſpared at t the interceſſion of Provion; who! repreſented that . > 0 1 
were deſcendants of Cixon, and that any reſpe& ſhewn to the — ü 
family and name of that great captain and vrorthy citizen, would be 
looked upon as an act of fingular generoſity in the king. The poor 
governor of Caria has been very near falling a victim to the baſe Ls 6 
artifices of one of our miniſters, who wanted to ſupplant him, and  _ * --- 
the malice of a favourite female ſlave, who can never forgive ſome _ — 
words which dropt from him in raillery relating to her. A moſt 
terrible cabal was formed, and he was accuſed of nothing leſs than F 
an actual correſpondence with ZopyRUs. I obtained leave for him Ee Z 
to be heard in his own defence before the council of ſeven; and e „ 
though the objections to his conduct were plauſibly dreſſed up, ge 
made it appear to the ſatisfaction of all diſintereſted „ hat — * -7 
he not purſued the meaſures which he did, "hs whole * 3 1 
Caria had . out into an open revolt. | . 


1 Ae, chat the vileſt We had bind uſed to extort con- 
feſſions to his prejudice from ſeveral of the priſoners, particularly a 
deſpicable eunuch, who ſerved ZoprRxus as a ſecretary. But as 
opening a ſcene of iniquity may, in ſome caſes, introduce more diſ- 
orders than it can tend to reform, I adviſed AmoRoes, after ob- 


taining an honourable Juſtification of himſelf, to puſh the matter no 
farther. 


It is not neceſſary for me to enlarge upon the tragical accident 
- which has lately befallen ſome of our young ſatraps at the court of 
SITALCES, ſince your nephew is well informed of the particulars. 

The affair makes a great noiſe, and is much to be lamented ; two of 
the ſons of ARBER1VUs, general of the horſe, and Rzsaczs, ſatrap 
of Aſfyria, are amongſt the ſlain; and indeed not undeſervedly, for, 
according to > the beſt accounts, the diſorder took its riſe from their 
HH 2 | | licentious 
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1 ATHENIAN: LETTERS. 


licentious and extravagant behavioar; though the renting of 0 2 
Thracian lords was carried to an unwarrantable excels.” What hap- 5 
pened in that country, during the reign of Darius *, on an oeca - 


ſion pretty nearly reſembling this, might have taught our young 1 
traps more diſcretion ; for the jealouſy of that barbarous an 1 3 
cious people is not to be trifled with. 3:2, 4-523; 4 


"Aw AXERXES, beſides foliciting the Ra of the aſs . 
the court of Thrace, has publiſhed an edict prohibiting any of his 


ſubjects (except merchants and artificers) from going out of his do. 


minions, without a licence from the council of ſeven, | under the | 


ſevereſt penalties; and has likewiſe diſpatched inſtructions, ſealed with | 


the imperial ſignet, to the governors of the provinces, and our agents 


in foreign countries, which enjoin them to take particular notice of 
ſuch as preſume to diſobey this irrevocable mandate. I have encloſed 


copies of both for your peruſal, and ſhall conclude, by recommend- 


ing it to your good genius to inſpire you with a double portion of 
GON addreſs, and NO in N * „ 


* V ide Herod. lib. v. ey &c.. T3009 


— 


oy 


25 * : | 1 5 : ; 
$24 5, CY x x 66 5 ; : x x 5 4 \ I 
A | | 5 g 5 » 3 ; 7 ; . 
1 9 oF. a 5 * * © os a * * . q , i — * + A 5 * 


b, E T T E 1 cxlvr. 
 Cnarireus t ) CrranDeR. : 


1 RECEIVED lately a diſpatch from -the chief ſcribe, in hin ke 
informed me, that he had tranſmitted to you ſome particular in- 
ſtructions of great importance in regard to your conduct at Athens; 


LE T. T ER 
CXLVI. 


and that if I could afford you any light into the affairs now carrying 5 


on it might tend "y much e to advance the king 8 ſervice. 


% . 1 


You will do me the e juſtice to bellows, that I want no r from 


Suſa to renew a correſpondence ſo profitable to myſelf, whenever i it 
can be done with ſafety to us both; and that I waited For nothing 


but a ſure and ſpeedy conveyance, to give you the beſt intelligence 


in * power of the N eden of chis ee 84 


How 3 age are Kiſpoſed to 8 matters, will ap- 


| pear from the inſtructions given to AG1s, PYSANDER, and CHYLON, 


their embaſſadors, the ſubſtance of which I ſhall proceed. to lay be- ; 
fore you. They are in the firſt place- ordered to repreſent to the 


Athenian aſſembly the earneſt deſires of this Rate to put an 
end to the expenſive war, which has ſo long ra ed over Greece, 
to the diſſolving the general union, and the 'great weakening. and 


impoveriſhing of each particular commonwealth. They are to 


mention the action of PyLUs, as what chiefly induced them to 
apply firſt for peace; which ought not to render the Athenians 
leſs. inclined to treat, becauſe experience will teach them, that ſuc- 


ceſs. 


Pg 
& 


4 


1 


= 8 2. 


CXLVI. 


— moderation they ſhew in proſperity, the greater will be the 
and eſteem conceived for them * the reſt of Greece. : 


4 e * 
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1 LETTER ell 1 uſually followed wich a nick of ſottun e ; = * = 1 | 


3 
Li 3 


They are next inſtructed to deſire, that cmi may "Y 
appointed to confer with them upon the particular conditions of a 


peace. They are to propoſe, on their ſide, a releaſement of the | 


Spartans blocked up in Sphacteria; a reciprocal exchange of the 


towns and priſoners taken during the war; and, if it is inſiſted up- 


on, a ſum of money for the re- delivery of Pylus into the handy of 
its old maſters. | 


The embaſſadors are further enjoined, not to break off the con- 
ferences, though the demands of the Athenian commiſſaries f ſhould. 


differ from theirs; but to ſend an account to Sparta, and expect 5 


. freſh orders. How far theſe propoſals will prove acceptable at 


Athens, thou art the beſt judge, from thy knowledge of the cha- 
racters of the ruling men, and the temper of the people z but that 


they will not coincide with the ſchemes of our court, I am extremely 
perſuaded, e Ta 


This ſtate GPS daily to hear from the embaſſadors whom they 
ſent to Perſia. I believe they will ſtay till they ſee the event of this 
Athenian a before they ſend them n inſtructions. 


| It is difficult for any one, who is not an eine to form an 

idea of the anxiety and conſternation which prevail over the whole 
city, on account of the danger that threatened the Spartans in Sphac- 
teria, They call the loſs which the republick is like to ſuſtain, in 
caſe the Athenians make a deſcent into the iſland, the greateſt blow 
they 
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There is ſomething rough, I'confeſs, but at the ſame time won- | _ 
derfully noble, in the policy of this people, which teaches . 
them rather to ſink under misfortunes, after a vigorous ſtruggle for V', ; n 
ſucceſs, than purchaſe ſafety, where the conſequences might tea  ' Þ} 
to depreſs the ſpirits of their countrymen, and leſſen the opinion VVV 
which their enemies have juſtly entertained of their valou-ũ ur. 2 5 
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| CrranDim | to Gonnyas.. 


1 RECEIVED thy Apache wh the chirty nk which were ſent 
me by the treaſurer, and have executed thy. commands with fide- 

lity. The ſword continues drawn, nor ſhall be ſheathed but i in ae 

boſom of this city. 


\ 


In expatintbin of what might happen, I have, unknown to my 


patron PII EM ON, taken much pains to recommend myſelf to the 
company and acquaintance of CLEON. I have viſited him at his own 


houſe, held ſeveral private conferences with him, preſented his wife 


with ſome Ionian ſilks; in a word, by doing offices of courteſy to 
himſelf and his family, have gained his entire confidence, and made 


my way, ar length, to his ſentiments and politicks. I have already 
acquainted thee with the ſucceſs of the Athenians at Pylus, and with 
the intentions of the Spartans to ſend deputies hither, in order to 
demand peace. Theſe deputies are on the point of arriving. And 


no liſten to the ſequel, noble GoBRYAs ; for as ſoon as J received 


information of their meſſage, I waited on CLEON, and ſounded 
him, as far as I properly might, upon the ſubject. I told him, 
« I could not help joining in that joy which every man, who wiſhed 
&« well to Athens, ſeemed fond of expreſſing on the late ſuccels at 
„ Pylus; and that I came to congratulate him, as one who, being 
« at the head of affairs, contributed the moſt of any perſon in the 
« ſtate, by the wiſdom of his counſels, to ſecure its general felicity, 
* and who might be conſidered as the remote cauſe of that parti- 
66 cular 
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attached to your intereſts; when it reflects that your abilities have onal | 
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retrieved the uſual good fortune of the Athenians; have made 
amends for the diſhonourable meaſures of the timorous, the 


tardy PERICLES; and have opened a very fair proſpect of con- 


queſt and glory to thoſe who, before diſpirited with all imaginable 


circumſtances of diſtreſs, thought of nothing but defeat and igno- 


„ 


miny!” When I had ſaid this, the vanity of CL RON began to 


operate, and a ſecret ſatisfaction in the praiſes I had given him 
roſe into his countenance. He anſwered, © that he could claim very 
little in this affair, but the grace of vigorous reſolutions. To 
theſe indeed he had always profeſſed himſelf a warm friend, and 
would invariably continue fo.” Lou cannot (returned I) act in 
a way more becoming your own character, or the honour of your 
country. Excellent CLRON ! you have truly thought, that to 
behave with courage is the beſt policy. Behold, what a ſudden 


change is wrought in the face of your affairs, by the operations 


of one active campaign! The pride of Sparta is humbled ; the 
* Peloponneſians ſue for peace.” Les, (replied he, with an ele- 
vated tone of voice,) they ſue for peace, becauſe they know it is 


in the power of the commonwealth to purſue its good fortune, 


and effectually reduce the haughty and aſpiring Lacedæmon "x 


level with the meaneſt republick of Greece.” _* Moſt certainly 
(fid I). You, who, ſee further into the courſe of events than 


other men, know, that, inſtead of cloſing in with the advice of 
PERICLES'S faction, who proceed on the low and ſhort-ſighted 


maxims of his politicks, it would. be right for Athens to bring 
down the Spartans in ſuch a manner, as that they ſhall never be 
able to recover themſelves, or thwart the future deſigns of Athens 


for its own credit, and the welfare of its allies,” | CLEON ſeemed 


to applaud what I threw out, and added, 0 * that, for his own part, 
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' themſelves. I ſhould not wonder (aid he) if ſome prop 


| ATHENIAN LE TTERS. 2 
he had always taintiories: his citizens againſt treating with the . 


© cedæmonians on an equal footing; ſince they were diMoule to 0 he 


pleaſed, fond of delays, and expected to make”'cond# 


the enſuing debates of the aſſembly, as a matter to be conſiderel, - 
whether it would not be highly for our intereſt to cloſe the war 


at this junQure 1 in the midſt of the Athenian | proſperity. "What if 
that old formal prig D1oDoTvs, the orator, or the young coxcomb 


ALI BIA DRS, ſhould: favour thoſe Peloponneſian deputies ; / * 2 
in imitation of their maſter PERICLES, put us off with à god 
ſpeech, or a ſimile, inſtead of reaſon ? Will not they repreſent to 


1 id 
* 


us the ravages we have already ſuffered, and the danger of a new 


incurſion into Attica? Will not they talk to us of the inſtability 


of fortune; and tell us, that we ought not to exaſperate the Pe- 
loponneſians too far, and drive them on to victory through deſpair? 


I warrant you, they will produce their common- place topicks, 
and perhaps quote to us the anſwer of THEMISTOCLES,' who, 
when the Greeks had a deſign of deſtroying XERXES“s bridge 
over the Helleſpont, ſaid, * that ſo far from breaking down 
what he had made there, they had better lay him a new one, 
than detain him with them.“ Such things as theſe are apt to 


make an impreſſion on the multitude.. No, (replied I.) this 


ſophiſtry can never do againſt the power of your eloquence.” 

And yet (interpoſed he, with the uſual unſteadineſs of an obſti- 
nate man, when not controuled or contradicted in any thing he 
afſerts to be true) there appears to be ſome weight in theſe argu- 
ments; ſince in time of peace we may have an opportunity of 
ſecurely eſtabliſhing our dominion over the reſt of Greece. On 


obſerving that hints of this kind came from him, I endeavoured to 
confirm him in the other way of thinking, by repreſenting, that 
« the Athenians were more 1 to > adhere to the preſent adminif- 


4 tration 
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4 turn their thoughts homewards, and examine into the ſtate of 


« their finances, the management of their fleet, the government of 


« the iſlands, the fidelity of their officers, and be ſanguine to re- 


„form What they call abuſes, or (which is generally the conſe- 


„ quence of ſuch precipitate enquiries)” to introduce new ones 
in attempting to amend the old. Nay, (anſwered he, with 


« great warmth, reſuming his firſt reſlections on the pride of 
the Spartans, and the conduct of the Peloponneſians, ) for my 


* own part, rather than ſubmit to the terms which the Pelopon- 
neſians would offer us if they were ſucceſsful, I would call in 


« tinued he,) I ſay nothing which ought to ſhoek the ears of a 


% counſels, that I am nen 3 intereſt or er could not ra 
8 nn better,” Te; 


« tration in war than in pedce;. A dy ed hene Mise W 1. 


the king of Perſia to our aſſiſtance. And in ſaying that, (eon- 


Grecian; for ſuch are the perſonal good qualities of Ax rA- 
% XERXES, ſuch his juſtice and moderation, ſuch the prudence of his 
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To detain thee no boſe) on ids. a e few, 1 8 8 


him to interchange pledges of ſecrecy (and I own, GoBryas, I 5 


trembled when I did ſo); he promiſed accordingly to preſerve his 
faith with me inviolate. I opened to him my eredentials from Suſa, 
expreſſed to him, in the handſomeſt manner, the affection of the 


king for him, and acquainted him with the large preſent I was com- 


manded to make him, on condition that he would uſe, his utmoſt 
efforts to prevent the Athenians from making peace with Lacedæ- 
mon; a meaſure advantageous to Athens, as it would break the 
power of the Peloponneſus ; and defirable to Perſia, as it would 
be an ample revenge for the ſeveral indignities offered by that pe- 
tulant republick to our mighty monarch. CL EON conſented, and 
appointed te to meet me, in order to receive the money, in the grove 
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money +, and immediately left the traitor with contempt, 
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j 


of elvis. Anden ll of the citadel, at midnight. Whine, as 
conference was over I went home, and, at the filent hour 1 have 


mentioned, conveyed the talents to the place agreed on, where, 


after waiting a few minutes; I diſcerned CLEON at à little-diftanc 


by the Pale light of the moon , advancing towards me in Aiſguiſe. 5 


When we met, we adminiſtered to each hier a ſolemn oath of fide- 
lity. I told him, that my life was in his power, gave him the 


not without ſome pleaſure, when I reflected on the ſucceſs of wy 7 


_ commiſſion. I returned to my houſe, but was ſo haunted by the 


juncture when very honourable terms might have been obtained. I ſhall ſubmit the 


apprehenſions of my own mind, as not to lie down on my couch 


that evening with tranquillity z nor can I remain longer in Athens , 
without perpetual alarms of a diſcovery. 9 7s ni, 
* On the baſſo-relievo bile the title-page is a PIP LR A this cranfafton | 
The Acropolis is diſtinguiſhed by the Parthenion and the temple of Erechtheus, and | 
the grotto of Pan below. — The Moon in her chariot marks out the night-ſcene. 7 


+ Though none of the hiſtorians mention this material circumſtance of Dunn 


taking a bribe from the Perſian court to prolong the war, there is a remarkable paſſage 


in a comedy of ARISTOPHANES, called the Peace, (acted about five years after the 
negociation between CLEoN and our Ephefian is ſuppoſed to have happened,) which 
in all probability alludes to ſome ſuch ſtory. At leaſt it appears from thence, that it 
was a generally received notion amongſt the Athenians, that the influence of foreign 
gold was the true cauſe which prevented the concluſion of a 1 with Sparta, at a 


whole paſſage to the judgment of the learned-reader. 'The poet untrodcbl Mztrcuss 
giving an account to TrYGzvs, a vine-dreſſer, and a chorus of Athenian r ne 
of the ſecret ſprings of thoſe commotions which had fet Greece in a Dae. | 


Oi N dg many2%g portes, ws toro, ol Ftvot, 

X pio TWV TaAvTE TOSvTWY E TO COU | 

Qs ixcivas pity Tomoat TMeoizs 1 d' Exnag av 

'Etepnuwbeio' dv vas ihofev. rab ra d nv d ddr „ 
oO Bupoonwang, Vide Ariſtoph. p. 354. J. 653. &c. Edit. kuſterl. 3 


Which may be thus tranſlated : But the foreigners obſerving the miſchiefs which 
« they (the orators) effected, ſtopped their mouths with gold, which they diſtri- 
« buted in great abundance. Thus Greece would have been de ſolated without 7 
10 knowing it. — He who did this was a leather-ſeller.” 


Comeau 
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Generous Gonryas, forgive the anxiety of thy ſlave; induige 
him in diſcloſing it to thee as his friend, not as a member of the 
ſupreme council. Suffer him to wiſh, however expedient this mea- 
ſure may be, either that himſelf had not been the artful inſtrument 
in performing it, or that it had been unneceſſary for the affairs of 
' Perſia to adviſe it. Henceforward I renounce all enj joyment or ſa- 
tisfaction in this city. I walk not in the ſtreets about common buſi- 


neſs, without looking behind me every ſtep I take; nor do I fre- 
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quent publick places with the ſame freedom as I uſed. When I view - 
the countenance: of PHILEMON, it affects me with ſhame; and that 


of CL RON ſtrikes me with horror and averſion. Let me be recalled 
from ſo dangerous a ſituation, where it is at the mercy. of him who 


has betrayed the intereſts of his country for the Median gold, to 


aſſaſſinate or ſpare the man who ſeduced him. I beſeech thee to 
ſolicit the king on my behalf; repreſent to him, that the deſign 


of my negotiation is completed in prolonging the war, In the mean 


time permit me to implore the gracious ORoMAsDEs, that no pillar 
of infamy may be erected to my memory in Athens; that the hiſ- 
tories of Greece may not tranſmit the character of CLEANDER, as a 
ſecond ARTHMI1VS, in the ſame page with CLEON to poſterity; or 
that my name may never be dragged from its chaſte and eee ob- 
ſcurity into a known and hated i e 


| 3 . FY ” 


” * 4 
jp 


« \ % 7 
20 


1 4 ” py 
Af __ 
* 


LETTER 


CXLVIII. 


pg 


own heart, and to implore the ſuccours of thy divine inſtruction fo 5 
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FTER haview e written to thee on ubjettso oſs whe - ; 
or literary nature, and ſpeculated on points which--coneerr 
either the philoſophy of the Greeks, or the legiſlator of the Magi 1 | 
ſit down, in a diſconſolate condition, to relate the anguiſh of my 


CLEANDER the deſponding. Wilt thou not blame me, O thou four. 
tain of the pureſt truth, for tranſgreſſing the law, in not conſulting 


| thee in an affair of a dubious nature, before I determined in what 


manner I ſhould act? I pray thee to inform me, if the book on 


not allow it in caſes of neceſſity; or to enjoin me ſome pena 5 
which may cancel this enormity. Conſider only the deſign of my . 
employment, whether every command from the court of Perſia, en- 
joining me to perform a difficult and ſecret taſk for the intereſt of 


my country, is not to be immediately executed ? And what though 
ſuch commands may now and then be inconſiſtent with the letter of 
the Zendeviſt; yet I truſt they are not with the ſpirit of that vo- 


lume ; and a blind obedience to them will meet with pardon from our 
holy prophet, Suppoſe then, it were given me in charge to advance 


the glory of my prince, as far as lay in my power, on the ruin of a 


deſerving people, who are ſo far from having done him an injury, 
that they have received many injuries from him or his anceſtors. 
Suppoſe, in conſequence of this charge, I am conſtrained to practiſe 
every art of fraud, flattery, cruelty, and falſe friendſhip ; to make 

| „ 
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by any conſideration: into theſe inordinate vices, with a view only 
to indulge the ambition, or to aggrandize the dominions, of that 


have been an actor, as well as a ſpectator, in the game, and by un- 
due methods have contrived to ee the N and Gelolation. 
of a civil war. 5 | 


_ 


urged to vindicate my conduct; but methinks it is not to be recon- 
ciled with the unwritten law of univerſal benevolence, which has been 


ſhould give way to the love of our country; and a partial attach- 


commands of the Deity muſt agree with the unwritten, unleſs you 
would contend, that one revelation has annulled. the precepts of 
another. 

1 mean not, venerable $uzzDIs, to perplex thes with my 
doubts, but to receive illuminations on theſe. important queſtions 
from thy ſublime genius. Forgive the diſtraction and the infirmity 
of a broken mind. In theſe circumſtances, the expiatory feaſt of 
CHURDAD gives me no relief. Let me beſeech thee to recite 
conſtantly, in thy morning and evening worſhip, the prayer of 


friend ; and, while thou art e e in acts of ſanctity 


myſelf a se to * paſſions of ſome, to. tempt and gratify atk LETTER 


covetouſneſs, to add fuel to their prodigality ; ought 1 to be draw. 


prince? Suppoſe too, chat 1 have not only pryed into the policy 45 
and behaviour of the people I am ordered to refide with, but 


1 know not, whether the written doctrines of ZERDU 8 can be 


wrought by the finger of Providence into our very make and conſti- 
tution. We are told by that law, that every private inclination 


ment to our country ſhould yield to a diſintereſted regard for man- 
kind. This is the perfection of our nature: and ſurely the written 


Jo 


confeſſion, the. ſacred Pitüpht, becauſe of the tranſgreſſions of thy 
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and devotion, to procure me a paſſport over that 


mortal muſt arrive at; I will make a fire-temple/ of my own. 4 
in which I 


| I will offer up the living flame of 


great OROMASDEs. Thus may I be at laſt perſuaded. to ent 
ſome hopes, that the angels will not turn me naked into a ſtate 0 
horror after death, but that the five ſiſters ſhall weave for me, in 
common with all true believers, an everlaſting mantle. 
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' INTENDED, * kribe, Beds Rode to thy orders, to . "fone LETTER 
" away CHARICLES immediately, with a relation of the confer- 2 
' ences between CLRON and myſelf; but, on better conſideration, 1 . 
thought it more adviſeable to put off his departure for ſome days, till N 
a judgment might be formed, as well of the iſſue of the negotiatiqns, 
as of CLEON's abilities and ſincerity in performing his engagements, 
J can now venture to affirm with certainty, that the inſtructions lately 
received are fully carried into execution, and that the Perſian court 
will have as clear and comprehenſive a view W the ſtate of affairs 
in this country, as it is in my power to give ; and I muſt humbiy 
offer my opinion, that in the criſis to «hich 3 are arrived, it is 
high time for them to take a final reſolution, in . to the 


with which they al think it their intereſt to clols- 


IJ 


343 


When the Lacedzn monian 1 1 in town, they pre- 
ſented their credentials to the Prytanes, and deſired an audience of 
the people, to whom they would explain the reaſons of their com- 
ing. An aſſembly was accordingly appointed within two days after. 
This intervening time they ſpent in viſiting their friends, and con- 
ferring with them on the forms of making cheir overtures of peace, 
and the means of rendering them effectual, not only by the force 
of arguments, but (what is moſt material in popular governments) 
che weight of numbers. Whilſt the embaſſadors were forming their 


cabals, and feeling the pulſes of the people, the oppoſe party, with 
eee * l as 
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LETT 4 R as ſock zeal and more clamour, held hourly confulthalans 1 
A up and alarming the minds of ſuch as deſired the continuance of the 
Tl | war, and exclaiming againſt the craft of the Lacedæmonians, who 
| were now endeavouring to deceive enemies whom they could not 
=. . Conquer, by ſending thoſe who, under pretence of being miniſters of 
= 2 Peace, ſhall corrupt bad men by bribes, and amuſe the honeſt, 
though eredulous citizens, with fallacious, general, and trifling con- 
ditions. During this interval, 1 reminded CLEON, that he never 
would have ſo favourable an opportunity of recommending himſelf | 
to the king, and conſulting at the ſame time his own intereſt, As by 
ſtopping theſe negotiations in the firſt inſtance. He aſſured =. 
that he ſpared no induſtry in oppoling them, adding, in his bold 
manner of ſpeaking, that he would himſelf go to Suſa, and offer * 
head to ARTAXERXES, if things did not go well. | 


N 


On the tenth of this month Hecatombeon, the nba were 
introduced into the aſſembly; and P18ANDER, the firſt in commiſe | 
fion, made a ſpeech to the people, in which, without departing 
from the dignity of his countrymen, or making any ſubmiſſions of 

| ſuch a nature as would raiſe the arrogance of the Athenians, . he told 
them truly and frankly, © that the deſire of ſaving the Spartans in 
e Sphacteria was the motive that induced his ſtate to treat ; and that, 

« provided the garriſon there might be permitted to return home, 
* the Lacedzmonians and their allies were ready to conclude a 
peace, on ſafe, honourable, and advantageous terms for all parties” 
He concluded, by warning the people againſt preſuming too far 

on their good fortune; told them, © it would be in their power, by 
_« eſtabliſhing a firm union among the Greeks, to give the law to 
other nations; and that himſelf and his colleagues would think it 

« the greateſt kapplncih that could befal them, if it ſhould le in 


their power to contribute any _ towards fo uſeful a an end. mY 


Ersa 


ATHENIAN. =_ 
When this harangue was at. the embaſſadors were direQed to i . 1 f 


withdraw ; and the debate began on the queſtion, whether the propo- — 
ſals of the embaſſadors were ſufficient ground to treat upon, PHILE- 
MON was the firſt who ſpoke to it; he ſet out, agreeably to bis uſual 

piety, by telling his countrymen, that they ought to thank the 

« gods for the ſubject and occaſion. of this day's debate; that 

after the havock made among chem by the plague, which they 

had ſcarcely recovered, and the loſſes they had ſuſtained in the ' 

“field, he could not help looking upon it as a ſingular inſtance 
« of the divine protection, that an enemy, who had been ſometimes 
« ſuperior, always equal, to them in point of ſtrength and naher; 
« in Greece, ſhould come to aſk a peace at their own doors. 

« far that meaſure was a wiſe and neceſſary one, he might fafely 
leave to the judgment of thoſe who wiſhed well to, and under- 

« ſtood the true intereſt of Athens. He would only ſay, that if in- 

« crealing the annual expence, money taken up at large intereſt, . 

«* cay of commerce, ruin of their eſtates by the neglect of agriculture, 
« and other diſadvantages, which the continuance of the war brought 
upon them, could recommend peace to any ſtate ; it was moſt 
r deſirable to them, With regard to the preliminary which the 
6 embaſſadors inſiſted on, he thought it not unreaſonable; and as it 

« would tend to reſtore a mutual confidence, and be a pledge of 
their forwardneſs to heal the GIL: of Lone he was wn 
« for it.” tl e | ow 


When W beſides enlarging on the topicks which Pu1- 
LEMON had touched, he ſaid, © he thought there could be no ſtronger 
argument in favour of treating, than that many of thoſe who, 1 
© like himſelf, had been bred to arms, and whoſe intereſt aſe. . | 
6. © quently might be thought to lie in keeping the ſlate engaged in 
war, were La for putting an end to it. With regard to releaſing 
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on the oppoſite ſide; he argued, that he thought this whole b 
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to ſupply them; barks with proviſions from the continent might 
be run aſhore on the iſland during the night, notwithſtanding all 
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+ the Spartans in Sphacteria, he did not think it was e 6 the 
enemy any advantage; becauſe, as he was juſt come from the 
army, he could aſſure them, that they would loſe more men by | 
making a deſcent upon the iſland, than the conqueſt of it was 
worth; for the garriſon had ſtrongly fortified themſelves in t, 
and would ſell their lives very dear. That continuing: the bl > . 
ade much longer muſt be impracticable; ; the coaſt would not fur. 
niſh proviſions for the fleet; and in caſe the weather. proved | 
ſtormy, as the ſeaſon grew more advanced, their guard-ſhips would 
not be able to keep their ſtations; and though it might be b. 
jected, that the Lacedzmonians themſelves muſt be firſt ſtarved 
out, he was of opinion that ſeveral methods might be fout d out 


. 


the vigilance of the Athenian commanders; and thoſe who'wete 
acquainted with the Lacedzmonians knew, that their foldiers | 


could live harder than the troops of any other nation . the 
world.” 1 OY 577 


Eprernzs, one wok Cuzon! s orators, fiogaithbd hin nſelf mi 


neſs a piece of policy in the Lacedæmonians, to get their men 
again. When once, (ſaid he,) Athenians, you have complied 
with the propoſals of the embaſſadors, you may depend upon it, 


it will be no difficult matter to find out a pretence, however flight, 


to break off the negotiation. Had they an intention of procet 
ing ſincerely, PrsAN DER, in his ſpeech to you, ſhou He 


opened ſomething further of the conditions which his | t 23 


poſed to treat upon. Then you might have judged, whether you 
ought to have given up the fair proſpect you have of ſuccels by 


| "ou arms, to the hopes of . a ſecure and laſting peace. 8 
| on * 


upon the e aſſembly, b he + Himſelf; N a, a le 5 n 0 
abuſe e on En conduct of Spa 


7 b * Og to liſten to any terms 
mmode ing the violence of the plague, in the ſecond - 
year yy the Far, he adde #: chat the Athenians had now an oppor- 
5 tunity of returning the itt uſage ring received from them: that | 
6 though, in his own opinion, he could not help being againſt throw 
* ing away all the expences of a tedious war, by concluding a peace 
at the very juncture that they were going to reap the fruits of 
« them; he would, notwithſtanding, ſo far comply with the de- 
«fires of many well intentioned citizens, as to give his own. vote 
for 4 treaty, provided it was begun on ſafe grounds: that. he 
could not help entertaining the ſame ſuſpicion of the overture 
«, with, his worthy, friend EPIGENES.; ; and therefore moved, that 
before any negotiation was ſet on foot with the Lacedzmonians, f 
60 F. garriſon of Sphacteria ſhould ſurrender themſelves priſoners 
of war into the hands of the Athenian, generals, and be kept at 
-% Athens till the Lacedæmonians had reſtored Niſæa, Pegæ, and 
© 'Troezen (all places which the Athenians had abandoned by the 
laſt treaty); A znd on this foundation a firm and laſting peace might 
« be conclud This queſtion, after a long and warm debate, was 
carried, in ae to the other; and then the embaſſhdors were 
called in, and acquainted with the reſolution: of the aſſembly. They 
deſired time to conſider of it till the next warning, when they de- 
livered in an anſwer to this effect; chat, f in purſuance of their. in- 


ſtructions, they were obliged to inſiſt on the preliminary of reſtoring 
an entire freedom to the Lacedæmonians in Sphacteria; but they 
were ſo confident that the propoſals which they had to offer were 
ſuch, as would appear juſt and honourable to the Athenians them- 


ſelves, d that they defired dommillianers might | be e to confer 
with 
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| L : 45 R ick REY and hear what they 1 to ſay. & \CLEON append; mo 0 
IT — violent than ever againſt treating, upon this reply of the embaſladars, 
be told the people, “ it was plain what their enemies aimed. At; 
TD | they were conſcious their propoſals would not bear che EXAMIUNA 

“tion of the aſſembly, and the efore choſe to treat with articula 
« perſons, over whom they might gain an influence ; flattering them. 
cc ſelves with hopes that the people would be induced to . what 
„ thoſe enten ſhould ONES : TM aon een i ach > 


*% 


Nelas, in 5 PR e ene 8 alifted on 
the difficulties of taking Sphacteria; upon which GLE ON roſe mith 
great paſſion, and ſaid, © every body knew raſhneſs was not the faut 

_ © of that general; and perhaps too much confidence might ſeem 
e his: however, he knew ſo much of the ſtate of the iſland, and 
« the ſtrength of their own army, that he would undertabe, if they 
« would give him the command, on forfeit of his life and reputation, 

4200 4 to bring the Lacedzmonian garriſon back with him to Athens in 

1 | | « twenty days.” This offer occaſioned great clamours in the al. 

. 1 1 ſembly, and every body ſeemed amazed at ſo confident an uſſertion 

from one who had never been much converſant in military affüim. 
During the diſturbance, Nici As got up, and voluntarily offered to 
reſign his generalſhip, if CLEO would undertake the exploit. The 
other, who began to think, that in the heat of his diſcourſe he had 
gone a little too far, ſeemed now willing to decline it, and made 
. ſome faint attempts towards excuſing the peremptorineſs and extra» 
|  vagance of his project; but the people Rill inſiſted, that Nicias 
ſhdald reſign his office to him, and he ſhould immediately ſail-t0 
Pylus, and make his words good. The motion for commiſſionem 
was rejected with diſdain; and the Lacedzmonian embaiſadors, 
ſeeing nothing was to be obtained from a people intoxicated with 
the ſlighteſt ſucceſs, ſet out ſoon after on their return to — 
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. * Tis, adds abe; are the king's views fully anſwered by a re- L 8 KR. 
newal of the war, with ſuch exaſperating circumſtances on the part — 
of Athens, as muſt, in the end, throw Sparta into che arms of 

Perſia. For beſides the abrupt manner i in which the — a. 
the firſt overtures of a treaty, I am ned, thai | 
diſpatched by the ſenate to the EE o mma 
the Lacedæmonian ſhips in their poſſeſſion, as it was gi pulated 
ſhould be done when the truce expi ed, upon pretenoe chat the La- 
cedæmonians have in lms articles infringed i it. II is certain this is 
a contrivance of CL EON, to ner ihe two Kates more irrecon- 

 Glable. That worthy patriot has ſince been elected in form to the 
ze of general, in the room of Nicias; EW blamed by 
his "friends for his haſty and imprudent reſignation. CL Ox fails: 
in a few days, te join the fleet at Sphacteria, with ſupplies of men 

and money. His enemies ſeem to be extremely well ſatisfied with 
his taking the command upon himſelf; for by this means, ſay they, 
we ſhall either get rid of ſo turbulent a citizen,” if he meets with 

ill ſucceſs ; or, if the arms of the republiek proſper in his hands, 

— does dan wy pings we 1 nn a "ſenſible e to 1 


5 


einen viſited me e lu erf 4 Alter e a webs 6e his "RY 
nity, by the applauſe he very freely: beſtowed upon himſelf, for de- 
feating with ſo-much art the defign of thoſe who intended his ruin 
by concluding a- peace, he informed me, that he was juſt come 
from the ſenate, where a letter of PYTHON had been read, which: 
gave an account of the arrival of the Lacedæmonian embaſladors- at 
Perſepolis; and. that it was the general talk of the court, that the 
treaty was on the point of being concluded with them. It is im- 
* Poſſible (continued ben with much warmih). to en ARTAXERXES | 
"Wu here, 
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1 RY * 
n 1. EDS, 
' 8 1 Bebe whilſt he adds the power af: his arms to h flo ons 


22 © enemies. Do your. miniſtry conſider, that this unſeaſonable de. 
55 ö claration will make the tide run ſo ſtrong at Athens i in favour of 
peace, that it will not'be in the power of me, or any man elſe, . 
to ſtop it? Orcan they think it conſiſtent with the marks of eſteem + 
and generoſity [ have received from the king, to put'the finiſh] . 
ſtroke to ſo important an affair, without giving at leaſt the refuſal 
of their alliance to one who would uſe his — endeavours te to ; 
bring it to hs * 3 er e e e e 
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| ere to Ades bis unh b ebe eig « PAY 
„ was much weight in what he ſaid; and that I would do him 
«© juſtice, by repreſenting it in the ſtrongeſt light to my own cou 3 
“% That as I had not lately heard out of Perſia, I could neither con- 
e firm nor contradict the truth of PyTHOx's intelligence. . * might 
« probably happen, that he had taken up with the common rumours 
of the court, which are not always to be depended upon. That, 
* however, it was not to be wondered at, if the miniſters of th 
4 great king were ready to ſign a treaty with Sparta, when he him- 
« ſelf muſt allow, that though they had made ſeveral openings to- 
© wards entering into a cloſer friendſhip with this ſtate, none ot 
general anſwers could be had in return; the commerce of 
e had been interrupted, and a rebel ſuffered to fit out ih ps in th 
by: Pirzus for the aan of the king s dominions . 
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After ſome further altercations between us on held ubjecds ke 
departed with aſſuring me, that he had a great probability in ſue⸗ 
ceeding in his expedition; that DEMOSTHENES was clearly of opi- | 
nion, a deſcent on the iſland was no ſuch impracticable thing as 
NrcrAs had repreſented it; and if once he ſet foot on ſhore, he 

| | would 
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would ſhew che Athenians, that it was not growing grey under an L 
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helmet, or being perfect in the various figures of the phalanx, that — 


capacitated men to command armies. 
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Such is the arrogant converſation of this bold Athenian; who, 
whatever outward profeſſions he may make, would with difficulty 
exchange the talents of Suſa, which he may hoard in his coffers, for 
all the affiſtance that the fleets of Phœnicia could afford to his 


countrym q «a 


—— « 09, 


if the — of the matters it contsine would baren ſu 
to be drawn into leſs compaſs. May the helm of the ſtate, 
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thou 1 long continue to be conducted by thy ſalutary 


counſels! | - 
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canon to \Onzans. | 


(LETTER 1 HAVE N ralked rofthee of A ft of men *ho 1 
| OE Greece, and are fond of fixing themſelves i in Athens, called the 
2 Sophiſts. A very remarkable challenge, given out by one of them 

the other day, made me curious of ſeeing the event. PROTAGORAS 
publickly invited the city to hear him diſpute in the Lycæum upon 
any poſſible queſtion that could be prepoſed to him in any brand 1 
of ſcience. © No doubt of it, (ſaid I to myſelf,) this man muſt bes a 
4 prodigy of parts, as well as learning; ; who, after having informed | 
« himſelf in all things to be known, can retain them with ſuck 1 
accuracy, and produce them with ſuch readineſs, as to be capable 
of confuting every antagoniſt, even under the diſadvantage of 
„„ «* defending the wrong ſide of the argument. How am I to be 
| e blamed, (continued I,) who have lived here ſo long, without ap- 


« plying for improvement to this great genius, or being ranked in 
the number of his followers a 


La 
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* 
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My mind was full of theſe in ben had the good for- 
tune to meet ALCIBIADES. I expreſſed to him my admiration f 
the ſophiſt's ſuperior wiſdom, or ſuperior confidence. Come along 
“ with me, (anſwered he,) and you ſhall ſee how our friend So- 
* CRATES will deaf with him. We ſhall have much entertainment 
from his ironies ; for I have juſt been perſuading him to go to the a 
place of diſputation.” * With all my heart (returned I); but 
give me leave to aſk ꝓou, whence aroſe this practice among the 
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only of e np :philolophens but of rude m 
« yon l know, at the games 
. who, hay been, continually, employed, in one exerciſe. But the 

gives verſal defiance; he claims the beneſit of no 
6 reſtriction. « The riſe of it is very ſingular (replied ALC1- 


ago, in the character of a private teacher of eloquence, he envied 
„ PRODICUS, and uſed to laugh at the credit he had acquired by 
4 his allegory of the judgment of HERCULES.“ © This fool (faid 
he to one of his friends, who told me the ſtory). has got a leflon 
4 «boy heart, and cons it over in every noted city of Greece. Then 
e he plumes himſelf upon obtaining the name of Oxrhzus; be- 
c Sins to fancy that he is placed on the Jawe & | with the an- 
“ cient civilizers and reformers of mankind ; and believes he ſhall be 
« figured to poſterity with an harp, ſoftening the wild beaſts, and 
« moving trees and rocks by the magick of his harmony. He has 
« ſhewn ſcarcely any learning or invention beyond this fable, which 
has raiſed his reputation, unleſs it be in the famous lecture that 
« reveals the whole myſtery of grammar, to which he is indebted for 
„ his wealth. By IE (added he,) the impudence and ſo- 
60 lemnity of a man's pretenſions gain him more admirers, than 
< the modeſty or juſtice of them.” He went immediately into the 
forum, as it were to exemplify his laſt words, and proclaimed his 
abilities and willingneſs to debate any point of learning that could | 
« be offered him on the ſpot. As he has a great command of ex- 
« preſſion, the thing ſucceeded to his wiſh ; and the good people of 
Athens were aſtoniſhed at he power of his DOIN: en 


* P read a grammatical = Way to . no one was admitted under fry | 
drachms. SOCRATES ſpeaks of it in PLATO 8 N and calls it * werrmcõrra 
Af Nun iwidkl . 3 tk e Fas 
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es, never to match e againſt him 


« BIADES).. L remember when GoRG1As came here, many years 
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that, the reſt of the ſophiſts, not t to yield the ſopeſibi ny ts 
GoRG1As, have taken up the thing in imitation of him.“ In. 
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deed, (kid 10) the practice and its origin are worthy o one an- 2 
other, and contend the palm in abſurdiry, I can eaſily conceive 
* why the younger ſophiſts ſhould fall in with this odd hum 


110 our ns 


the city, and endeavour to make themſelves known by their ex- 5 3 
tempore performances. But PROTAGORAS has been long at the 


head of his ſect, and i is a maſter of ſenſe as well as language. 7 


think it ſtrange.” 4 I beſeech you, (interpoſed Ale BiaDEs,) 3 
think nothing ſtrange. I. find you are not ſo well acquainted with 


PROTAGORAS as I am. Before we get to the Lyczum, I ſhall 5 


deſcribe two or three features of the man to you, which will be 


as good as a picture at full length of him. It ſeems he is the in- 


ventor of a logical fallacy, by which an argument may de turned 
two oppoſite ways, and be valid in both. EvAaTHLUS {whoſe | 


family you may have heard of in Athens) had a ſtrong paſſion t ww 


become a celebrated orator, and, agreed with PROTAGORAS for 4 
certain ſum, that all the ſecrets of the art ſhould be opened to 


him. The ſcholar paid half the price on being admitted to his 
maſter, and ſtipulated for the payment of the reſt, provided that 


he gained the firſt cauſe Which he ſhould plead as an advocate at 
the bar. PROTAGORAS, without delay, informed him in all 


things neceſſary; and having trained him ſufficiently to the exer- 


cife of the rules which he gave him, exhorted the young man 
earneſtly to appear in publick. EuArTRHLus, either willing to 


defer diſcharging his debt, or diffident of his capacity, ſhewed r no 
reſpect to the counſels of the ſophiſt. The ſophiſt reſolved to 


have his money, and cited EuAThLus before a court of judica- 7 
ture. He thought this an undoubted method of extorting 1 
and could not help inſulting his pupil. If (ſays he) the judges 
determine in my n, then you will be obliged to pay me by 
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. not, you win your firſt cauſe, and b beconle L Leer ER 


« my Herne e's erms of the agreement.” ++ You are miſtaken, 
6 (cried the young 3 and I allow your alternative. If the de- 
0 ciſion is in my favour, you have no claim to the debt by that 

« deciſion. If not, rn loſe my firſt cauſe, and the terms of our 
agreement acquit me.“ The court and the audience, who ex- 
« pected a very elo quent conteſt between the ſophiſt and his ſcholar, 
« burſt out into a loud laugh at their fubtlety, The judges left —_ 
« the. queſtion. unſettled, and PROTAGORAS began to repent that - | 
_ « EvATHLUS had been inſtructed ſo well by him.” And in truth, — IO vn 
e (replied I,) he had reaſon, |. To be grave with you, I wiſh all the : | 
« philoſophers, like SocRATEs, would: endeavour to bring theſe ] 
« teachers of falſe ſcience into general diſcredit, and ſhame them = 
out of Greece. It would have a conſiderable effect, I am = ä 
ſuaded, on the advancement of real knowledge, and on the man l 
e ners of the times. What gives me a diſſike to ſeveral of 3 | =_ 

« 1s their intolerable avarice. I a rich man is diſpoſed to be kind | :  -- 
to them, they preach up generoſity, and cry down filver and gold, | =_ , 
as of no more value than the pebbles on the ſea-ſhore. Yet if am f 
indigent friend intreats aſſiſtance from them, they recant all they  . = 
have faid in favour of the virtue they have now an opportunity r 
of exerting; ſo that humanity, gratitude, and private conſcience, 55 =— 
have no weight with them. They have a regard for one another, = 
« while their intereſts interfere not: but if an obolus be held up _—_— 
to them as matter of contention, their; mixkal friendſhip would "0 
be diſſolved, their n of virtue forgot, and they would en- 
gage in a quarrel for it.” © Your conceit of the obolus (ſaid 
ALCIBIADES) calls to my memory an Egyptian king, who had 
taught ſome monkeys (for they have a wonderful aptneſs in bur- 
leſquing the human race) to dance together in chorus, and when 
* they were dreſſed vp in purple robes and vizor maſks, had fre- 
| « quently, 
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=_ , BY Fg ER « quently a0 Alan in babe with ſucceſs. At daft Lie 
I — — &« tious ſpectator one day threw a handful of nuts amung them: 
« which cauſed them to neglect their dance, tear their clothes, throw | 
“ off their maſks, recover the natural manners of their ſpecies, and 
“fight with one another. But your reflections and my ſimilies 
break in unſeaſonably on another ſtory J was going to tell you. 
« A lively young fellow of my acquaintance, who was formerly a - 
«* follower of PROTAGORAS, gave me a pleaſant account of the au- 
« dience he firſt had of him. His father, a plain illiterate citizen, 
* accidentally heard the ſophiſt one day at a diſputation ; ant hs: 
ther the old gentleman (as many do) admired what he did not 
% comprehend, or whether he heard him ſpeak on ſome popular 
e ſubject that ſtruck his fancy, he determined to place his fon under 3 
the care of ſo excellent a tutor. Accordingly, he carrie my 
« friend one day to PROTAGORAS, and took the liberty of aſking 
« what improvement he would teach him? * I ſhall teach him the 
' < utmoſt attainment of the human mind, (replied the 'ſophiſ}) that 
« of ſp _— without preparation on any ſubject that half be giren 
4 him.” „What, (ſaid the old man,) though he does not un- 
« derſtand it?” Les, (anſwered the other,) or I am no rh of 
4 eloquence. He ſhall be qualified in a little time to turn the wiſeſt 
„ afſembly to any opinion he would chuſe for them, by the mere. 
energy of words. He ſhall have it in his power to repreſent 
« things of great conſequence as of no concern; and things of no 
„ conſequence, as of the greateſt. He ſhall know how to depreciate 
the beſt, and colour over the worſt cauſe with plauſibility.” 
Hold, hold, (cried the father); by all the gods! this is more than 
“ my ſon ſhall ever learn. But, PRoTAGORAs, have you the face 
to tell me, for inſtance, you can perſuade any man that ſociety 


I 4. may ſubſiſt without juſtice ?”. 4 Are you defirous to diſpute upon it 
| $6 (replied the ſophiſt)? I ſhall convince you ny that there i 
F | i no 


-» 
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« no aificulty/ in the thing.” Would you believe it, CizANDER, RE ER 


« they entered into an argument, in which, you may gueſs, the : 
« ſophiſt very ſoon got the better. You amaze me (ſaid the new dif- | 


« putant) ; this is a ſerious matter, and fit for the cognizance of the 


« ſtate; if I had the honour to be a magiſtrate, give me leave to 
« tell you, that a fellow whd can prate truth, honeſty, and juſtice | 


out of countenance, ſhould not ſtay « one hour in the city.” © Softly, 


] beſeech you (replied PROTAGORAS). But Tough.” you are un- 
6 able to do it, I can confute myſelf with facility.” In a word, 


s he performed that office ſo readily and elegantly, and ſo much to 


« the ſatisfaction of the father, that he began to be better reconciled. - 


.« to him; and, before the converſation broke up, recommended his: 


« ſon to him. At the ſame time, he ſtrictly enj joined the ſophiſt . 
« to conceal from him the faculty of impoſing on others what ins 


« wrong : © or if (continued he) the ſame arts are neceſſary for the 


« recommendation of truth and falſehood, be careful to inſtil into 
him ſuch principles of virtue, that, however he may uſe them to 


hy the one Purpoſe, he 1 ſcorn to abuſe them to the other.” 


I this manner I was ert with the caly flow of converſa- 
tion and good humour, peculiar to 0 ALCIBIADES, till we arrived at 
the Lyczum. | | 
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Wir. we came to the 1 we red SocraTEs there, 4 

a great concourſe of people gathered about che ſophiſt. Our 
excellent friend began with ſaying, © that he was by no means qua · 
« lified, much leſs pretended, to cope with the art and eloquence of . 
« the celebrated PROTAGORAS, He told us, that he appeared. i in 


© this place, not to anſwer the challenge, (which would be as abſurd 


I. 


« in him, againſt a perſon of ſuch ſkill in his profeſſion, as for * 
« mean wreſtler to have accepted that of MIO“ at the Olympick 
“ games, ) but to intreat his inſtruction publickly, on what he 1 uſed 


„ to teach privately to his ſcholars, as well for himſelf, as. for a nth. 


o 


merous and admiring audience,” The ſophiſt anſwered with 1 prov 
priety enough, © that he taught his pupils a ſcience, of which he 
« underſtood SOCRATES to be a great maſter, the ſcience of virtue.” 
« And is then virtue to be taught? (ſaid SocraTEs,)” „ Yes, like 
« all other arts which contribute to the perfection of mankind,” 
« I ſuppoſe (replied the philoſopher) you mean that it is as re- 
ducible to a ſyſtem, as grammar and arithmetick.” * Moſt clear- 
» „And is that ſyſtem neceſſary to be known before we are 
« proficients in virtue?” „ Yes.” © Then why do the illiterate 


* 


o 


* 


attempt to judge of actions as well as the learned?“ Becauſe 


&« they who know little are always leaſt ſenſible of their own weak- 
« neſs.” Let it be granted. But how comes it that in the af. 
© ſemblies of the people, when a debate is ſtarted on the publick 


A 


+ Hee Letter 1xxii, 


6c buildings 


XX" 
45 
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$6: puildings or navigation; nome interfere, or p 


« of them, under the care of conſummate 


« tues Which ſupport and adorn life, moſt men of common ſenſe 
% have ſomething to ſay: „Which is material, though they are not 


« ſophiſts or philoſophers? Or whence is 
be grammar and arithmeti 

“ the combinations of words or numbers, the general precepts of 
„virtue, laid down by the teachers of wiſdom, are ſo imperfect, as 
« that many of the various intricacies and accidents of the moral 


« world cannot be comprehended by them? In the former we are. | 
* ſeldom: perplexed, but in the latter we are frequently dictracted. 4 


_ 4. when we would reconcile the narrow reaſonings of t 


the latitude of practice. 1 ſuſpend: my anſwer, (cried the 0 : 


phiſt,) till I have collected your whole argument. And what is 
„ your inference from this Fink „At, is a plain one (ſaid SockA- 


« by adviſing a man to apply his reaſon to ſyſtematical ſpeculations, 
and not rather by the exerciſe and government of his paſſions in 


* lucre, and the uſe of ſome, who can purchaſe them?“ . Youy 
* objections to my poſition (ſaid the ſophiſt) cannot be anſwered 
more pertinently to the matter of them, or more entertainingly 
(6 for thoſe. Wh: bear us, than by an ancient fable. rw 


EC £ *r 


© There was a a time *, When the gods alone exiſted, and nothiny 
J mortal Was created. | But when fate had decreed, that this Habi- 


0 e 5 
*. 


OZ 
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* Vide Hatonem in Protagark. 


66 cept thofe WhO have qualified themſelves, by: a: ade: ſtudy I : eg 
rtiſts.: Let when 4 
% queſtion. is moved, depending on civil policy, 2 7 n of: th&wir2 - 


“ indebted : for their rm in theſe matters to the ſchools of 
it, that when the rules of 
ick will extend themſelves effectually to all 


ES): I mean to aſk you, whether you think virtue can be taught, ; 


N action? Whether thoſe few wrincivless which are the great clues 
“to lead us through the mazes of life, are implanted in every man's 
nature, or imparted only to the favourites of heaven, for their ow n 


vol. 11. | ä „ 
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bn < PROMETHEUS and EPIMETHEUS to ſupply each of RS: 
© + with thoſe faculties which might be neceſſary for their convenience 
„„ and ſupport. EIRTHRVs deſired his partner in this offioe to give 
bim leave to perform it by himſelf; at the ſame time, (aid 00 

. overlook and correct me.” PRoxuETHEUS conſented. The 
* other proceeded to his work immediately, and endued ale erea- 
* tures with ſtrength, and ſome with ſwiftneſs. He next diſtributel 
* hoofs, hides, horns, briſtles; and nouriſhed all beaſts with graſß 
* and roots, or with the leaves and fruits of trees. The folly of 
EPIMETHREUS, who had laviſhed his favours on brutes, had like 
* to have proved fatal to man in this eſtabliſhment of things. . W 85 
day approached, when all animals were to make their appez 
© PROMETHEVUS, concerned for his own honour, after ma | 5 

- © preſfions of diſtreſs, reſolved to ſteal the invention of rr 

© with the fire of VULCAN, and added them to the human c 
ſition. Thus man was enabled to conſult his own preſervation. 
© But as to. thoſe qualities which improve civil life, and were evet 
© neceſſary to conſtitute it, they were lodged in the citadel near the 
« throne of JupITER, whither PROMETHEUsS durſt not aſcend. 
| © The human race by this means contracted an affinity with divine 
* natures, and erected altars · and ſtatues to them. They made 
« a language, clothed themſelves, built cottages ; but not being ga- 
; . © thered into cities, they were expoſed to the fury and incubus 
= | © of wild beaſts. At laſt ſome of them attempted to compoſe a 
«© ſtate, and in ſo doing, they added to the havock by their diſſes 
ſions, inſtead of preventing it. JUP1TER, out of his infinite be- 
nevolence, compaſſionated mankind, and ordered MERCURY to 
© inftil into them juſtice, charity, and all the ſocial virtues. MER- 
* CURY aſked, whether they ſhould be diſtributed in unequal por- 
tions, like beauty: and h Tes, 0 Jo PITER,) let a few, 

who 


* >. * 
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* tion to mature and CER them to W 


8 Thus, win RATES, e the fophiſt,). I . Imit, 
« the principles of virtue are implanted. in the minds of all men, 
« but in. ſuch an obſcure perplexed manner, that they muſt be 
e cleared; and drawn out by the leſſons of the vals before moſt of 


« us are able to apply them. - Virtue is therefore to be taught, ſince 


« the pure and diſtin knowledge of it, which gives uniformity 


« and ſteadineſs to our conduct, is not attainable by practice only. : 


4 S1MONIDES has ſome fine verſes to this purpoſe.” © I own (ſaid 
« SOCRATES) I cannot help admiring the fluency of your tongue, 


and beauty of your elocution; though I am unable to follow the 


cc. 


train of reaſoning in a long ſpeech, becauſe of my natural ſlow- 


„ neſs of apprehenſion. You were going to cite the poems of 19 


* SIMONIDES, which feem foreign to the ſtrictneſs of our argu- 
„ ment; and it puts me in mind of thofe, who, knowing. their 
0 own inability to entertain the company, would introduce a lutaniſt 


« or dancer. As this obſervation extends not to you, PROTA- 


„ GORAS, you will permit me to wave your verſes, and in order to 
bring our controverſy to a point, let me aſk you, whether you do 


( 


A 


cc 


ſeurely, in the minds of men?” I have ſaid fo.” Does it 
require a regular and liberal education to make them ferviceable in 


« 


« life?” 4 Yes.” Can he be faid to act wholly by chance, who 


„has never drawn them out clearly, or ſcarce beſtowed a moment's 
thought on them? © Undoubtedly.” Then ſuch a one, either 
“infected by the dangerous communication, or grown old in the 
0 deſperate habit of vice, is not puniſhable,” © Certainly not.” 
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« who ſhall command ind inform the reſt, be largely furniſhed with LE 


them; and for the generality,” give them the ſeeds of theſe good . — 


« qualities, but ſo as it ſhall require labour, 2 arp a ocaand : 


not admit, that the principles of virtue are implanted, though ob- 
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„ 


uniſh the vicious of all ani: 


— True.“ Did you ever know a criminal of the meaneſt educa. 


1 


intereſts of men. 


«6 tion, who. ſaid, in excuſe of his crime, that he acted by chance, 


c and knew not it was wrong?“ *. No.” Have not you oſten 


e obſerved a man determine rightly of an action, who was ignorant ; 
'« of the abſtract prineiple on which i its rectitude or depravity depend- 


* 


„ ed!“ 4 Ves.“ 4 Then your own experience, and that of human 
0 nature, as well as the authority of our anceſtors, is againſt you 


$ 


* 


and you muſt admit virtue not to be a matter of ſcience; but. 
that the illiterate and the learned are een, e to o profile I 
and to judge of it.“ 1 5 


* 


* 


„ 


N 3 F = #3 - 


Thus Pro TAGORAS eoncluled Be the: uſcfulnels. of his 


profeſſion, before he knew, whither the reaſonings of Ae 


or the turn « his own argument, would draw him. hes, * 


% I dare 1 thou haſt long joined with me, OxsAuxs, in Nini 


ing the man, who has convinced the Greeks, that logic, and the dif | 


putations of ſophiſts, are no more neceſſary to a ſound mind, than 
the exerciſes of racers and wreſtlers to an healthful body. That 


philoſophy i is not like a prince, confined within the walls of a palace, 
happy in the contemplation of its awful magnificence ; but, . like.an 


active magiſtrate, watches over the welfare of ſociety, and frequents 


the forum and Pirzeus, not the ſchools and walks of ſpeculating 
ſages. In truth, it is ſo free in declaring its ſentiments, that a very 


little attention will inform us, what part it takes, not only i in the 


general ſupport of virtue and diſcouragement of vice, but in every 
particular ſcheme of action, chat can divide the time, thoughts, or 
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Fay to Susa ng. 


75 
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"HY 1 dank; . Ee bare caſt a doom © over theſe peaceful LETTER 


manſions, . When from the top of the flowery: Mount in my 


adored hour of evening meditation, I caſt my eyes towards. Greece, 
I no longer viewed the charming, landſcape with delight, The 


CLII. 


— 


glorious works of OROMASDE s, diſplayed in every various 1 5 


of creation, were clouded over by the evil influence of the wicked 


AuRIMAN. The dark perplexities, in which his baneful arts have 
involved the race of men, were the unpleaſing objects, which thy | 


letter had placed ſtrongly before me. 1 conſidered Athens as an in- 
fected place, whoſe tainted air the delicacy of virtue could not ſup- 


port. White-handed Probity and dove- like Peace of Mind ſeemed 


on the wing towards ſome more happy region, where they ſhould 
no longer | be ſubject to the harſh laws of 1 imperious l 


1 pity thee, CLEANDER, ſincerely. | ' There j is an eternal 5 en- 


graven upon the tablet of the heart by the omnipotent hand of 


YESDAN, which cannot be infringed without the ſevereſt anguiſh of 
mind, Even they, whoſe compliance with thy temptations; makes 
thee now look on them with abhorrence, had once this facred law 


imprinted. on their ſouls. No mortal boſom is void of the divine | 


illumination ; but the firſt deviation from that i innocence it inviolably 


preſcribes, throws a thin miſt over the radiance. By frequent- re- 
petitions of guilt, the ahne grows thicker and darker ; and the 


'#* See Letter cxlvill. | « | 
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errotch comes at laſt to give up every ſacred tie, without compune. 
tion, to the ſordid views of avarice and ambition. | 


Herware, CLEANDER, how. thou permitteſt the leaft accely in + 
foul to that encroaching principle of evil; nor ſtrive to reconcile a 
doubtful action with the juſt laws of the ſage ZexDbSnT. | No, 5 


there is no danger ſo fatal, as palliating evil into an appearance of 


good. The laws of ZOROASTER are but a tranſeript of that native 
law which OROMASDES has written in thy heart. That heart i is re- 


volted at the idea of corruption. Thy hand draws back of itfelf 
from offering the infamous bait, which Grecian avarice fo greedily 
reaches after. Yet this abhorrence ſeems to thy reaſon contrary 88 


that unlimited obedience, that abſolute devotion of ſervice, which 


is due to the monarch of the earth. Here thy human ſight is 


dazzled, thy head turns round, and the precipice is beneath thy feet, 
From its brink thou lookeſt back to the ſchools of Balch ; thou calleſt 


for aſſiſtance from the Bactrian groves. This ſtruggle of a virtuous 


mind is much to be commended. May a gracious emanation from 


35 the ſource of light aſſiſt thee to diſtinguiſh that narrow path, which, 
| amongſt the perplexed mazes of human policy, is alone confiſtent 


with his original dictates Human wiſdom, CLEANDER, even in 
theſe retirements, where it is not diſturbed by the tumult of the 


paſſions, or diſtreſt by the intricacies of affairs, can go no farther, 


than to point out ſome few certain and immutable truths. Where, 


in their conſequences, they appear to claſh, it muſt be a ſuperior 


power that can demonſtrate their eternal conſiſtency, ſince to ob- 
ſcure that conſiſtency with falſe appearances, is the utmoſt effort of 
the potent ARIMANIUS. 


All we can then adviſe is, to withdraw from thoſe paths which are 
ſo overſpread with fatal ſnares, and ſeek for ſecurity in retreat, This 


_ ATHENIAN LETTERS. 
is the cally penance that can be at all effeQual towards thy - 
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the eternal bridge in ſafety, and arriving in thoſe regions of the — 
bleſſed, the certain, though diſtant, contemplation of which is the / ' 


fragrant oil, that keeps alive the ſacred flame in the boſom of every 
true belieyer, with a brightneſs, to which the ſplendors of all 8 
greatneſs are more dim than twilight, outvying even the radiance of 
the Perſian throne. While thy ſervices to that were conſiſtent with 
the univerſal law, thy virtue was heightened by its exalted oby ect. 


Thoſe ſervices have been long and faithful. It is now high time to 


gain a diſmiſſion from the arduous taſk. Wait not, I charge thee, 
for the tempting rewards of ambition; break off, without heſitating, 
every Grecian attachment ; and follow timid Virtue to ſome humble 
cell. From thence thou mayft look back, with equal tranſport, 
on the duties ſo attentively performed, and the guilt ſo narrowly 

avoided. Leave theſe dark ſcenes to other actors: if ORoMasDEs 
has doomed the deſtruction of the Grecians, fear not but he will 
find fit inſtruments to effect it, while thou ſhalt look on in happy 
innocence; inſtruments, who ſhall perhaps find the puniſhment of 

their guilt in the permiſſion of accumulating crimes. Farewel : may 
the ſource of light illuminate thy ſoul! No ritual obſervance ſhall 
be Far on the | part of thy friends, to atone for what | 18 paſt. 
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ne, of our treaty with the acedæmonians being brought to an hap- ” 


py concluſion ; but it has been broke off on the very point of gn. N 
ing, in a manner ſo extraordinary and unexpected, as leaves us en- 
tirely at a loſs to account for the conduct of the Spartan republick, 
From this preamble thou wilt no doubt expect a detail of the negotia- 
tion, which was undoubtedly, i in its object, the moſt important, b it 
proved, in its iſſue, the moſt ſingular, that Was ever entered. 1 in the 
chronicles of the empire, There was no pains ſpared to fecure 3 
good concluſion to the treaty, by a courteous and hoſpitable behavi- 
our towards the perſons of thoſe who negotiated it on the pan of 
Lacedæmon, and a frankneſs and ſincerity on the ſide of the king's 
commiſſioners, in all the overtures they made to forward is: PLIS; 
TOLAS and PHARAX, the two new Spartan embaſſadors, were ws: 
ceived by the governors of the provinces, through which they paſſed 
in their way to court, with all the reſpe& that could be ſhewn to 
the repreſentatives of ſo conſiderable a republick, About two para- 
ſangs from Perſepolis they were met by T188APHERNEs, maſter of 
the horſe, the captain of the immortals, and ſeveral of the ſatraps; 
who conducted them to the palace prepared for their reception within 
the walls of the city. In the evening HyDAsPezs was ſent to wel- 
come them in the king's name, and ſettle a time for their publick 
audience, which was performed in full ſplendor a few days after. 
The ſpeech which PLisTOLAs made to the king, when he delivered 


his credaiitials; was ſhort, hair” not withoat 4 or + politeneſs 
“Great monarch, we admire the magnificence of thy court, an 


« the number of thy attendants ; but are more ſtruck with the grace £ : 8 
« and majeſty of thy perſon. And we doubt not, but that in the 
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6 management of the buſineſs with which we are entruſted by our _ 


« native city, we ſhall have reaſon to eſteem thy wiſdom in the 
choice of thy miniſters.” The king anſwered them in few words, 


that he could not but hope well of the ſucceſs of any negotiation 
« in which they were employed ; that he would order ſome of his 


6 council, in whom he repoſed moſt. confidence, to confer with 


« them as often as they deſired it, and they ſhould find him not 


« fle deſirous of the 1 of be nos than that RIES was : 


« of his.” 


When that day” 8 ceremony was over, TrRIBAZzus, ARTAPHER- 


xs, and myſelf, were appointed commiſſioners to treat with them. 


I endeavoured indirectly to have NTC AN DER ſet aſide, knowing by 


experience, that he was an impracticable man, and would certainly = 


throw obſtacles in our way; but was told, that their inſtructions b 
enjoined them to do nothing without his advice. At our firſt meet- 
ing, the embaſſadors put into our hands a declaration concerning 
the grounds of the quarrel with Athens; 3. repreſented the war to 
have taken its riſe from the ambitious views of that ſtate, which had 
endeavoured, by oppreſſing their allies, embezzling the publick trea- 


fure at Delos, and other unjuſtifiable methods, to overturn the inde- 


pendence of the Grecian commonwealths. The hard-uſage of Mz- 
GARA and PoTIDEA, the ſuccours ſent to the Corcyreans, and the 
private intereſts and reſentments of Ps RICLES, were not forgotten. 


It concladed by expreſſing the hopes, which the republick of Sparta 


entertained, that the king would not muy them his aſſiſtance in the 


proſecution of ſo juſt a cauſe, 4 e 
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. 
5 n 
5 Cin. 


40 nians and their allies, the king of Perſia ſhould aſſiſt the 
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Thou mayſt imagine, CrxAN DER, it was not our intention 


diſpute the facts alledged in this memorial; but after telling the em- a 


baſſadors, that we would lay it before the king for his conſideration, 7 


we added, that as no alliance could be laſting and ſincere, when the 
contracting parties did not find their mutual intereſts concerned, we. 


thought the moſt proper way of bringing things to a fair and ſpeedy 


| iſſue, would be for both ſides to communicate their reſpective pro- . 


jets of a treaty to each other, the conditions of which might be de. 
bated in ſubſequent conferences. They readily agreed to it, and the ig 


king's commiſſioners benen the ee panes. #4. 


a0 5 


I. chere mould be a firm league and e wa 5 jr 55 | 
« land between ARTAXERXES * of "ens, and the _ 
5 of Lacedzmon.” F . 


2 of 


I. « That during the- continuance of the war 1 che Athe- 2 


o 


„ 


monians with a fleet of fourſcore ſail, to be employed in ſuch ſer- / 


vices, either a or ſeparately, as + hould meer mY the « com- 4 
* mon enemy. 1 > 2270 ; 


— 


III. « That, for the better | encouragement of the Peloponneſian 
ſailors, the king of Perſia ſhould * to 00. their pay * 
« three to four oboli a day,” 


ov 


| | 1 5 : : 


© * Such of our readers, as are not much verſed in ancient treaties, will not take it 


amiſs, to be told, that this project agrees in the moſt material points (particularly 


5 the article which concerns the Aſiatic Greeks) with the alliances afterwards concluded 


duct by ſounder maxims of * Note * the Tranſlator. 


between the Perſians and Lacedæmonians; of which there are ſeveral inſtances i in the 


Sth book of Tavucypipes, and the firſt of XEN O HO“ s Grecian hiſtory. So great, 
we may reaſonably ſuppoſe, was the reputation of the miniſtry of AxrAT ERES for 
wiſdom and integrity, that their ſucceſſors thought they could not e their con- 


— 


IV, „ That 


* 
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6 nian = ls allies ſhould ſecure and guarantee to the king and 


« his ſucceſſors the poſſeſſion of all the cities in Aſia, and their de- . 


« pendencies, which had f 
4 his royal OO 


= That they mould 
« the Perſiam navigation in any of thoſe ſeas 1 it had [wn car- 
* ried on Jn ee 5 -— 


VI, « That in 1 of any inns. Gn foreign enemies, or . 
5 troubles from domeſtick rebels, they ſhould join the king's army 
« with a body of ten thouland Ys to be commanded by the | 


6 Perſian generals. 3 


VII. * « It is further Rtpulated, that. no | ly ſhould be entered 


" into, « or peace made, without common conſent.” 


The Lacedemonian proj ject differed from ours as to the proportion 


of ſuccours, in ſhips and money, which the king was to furniſh 
them with, and entirely omitted the two principal articles of a free 
navigation, and the guarantee of the Aſiatick colonies ; only offer- 


ing ten thouſand men and thirty gallies, as their quota of aſſiſtance, 
in caſe of any attack We the en . 3 


> 


At the next meeting they were told by us, that we ould 3 no 
means think the offers they made in any wiſe an equivalent for the 


advantages ſecured to their republick by the king's own propoſals; 


much leſs were they equal to the extravagant conditions ſet down in 


their project; that we were directed to tell them plainly, that unleſs 


N N 2 Pe xr 2 ik 


6 6 ſuccours, TO 3 5 ” . 


ther r promiſe, x not to diſturb o or - mole 


they would repel. the two adele in Crmon' 7 W as expreſſe a 5 
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in our draught, it was loſing time to continue the a wa . 
them, and this 8 _—_ end as e as the former; 75 


KP „ 


Nie aNDRR 1 that they were "ay 12 47 to give us Es rea- 8 2 


72 ſonghls ſatisfaction, and they would not diſpute with us the point - 


of a free navigation in thoſe ſeas where it had been prohibited ; but i 


it was impoſſible for them to ſurrender in expreſs terms all tlie Cities | 


of Aſia, for whoſe liberties their anceſtors had fought, into our 3 


hands; ſince ſuch a condition would reflect a diſgrace on their re. | 
publick, that could never be cancelled ; ; it would ſet their own allies . 
againſt them, and for once make the cauſe of Athens popular i in 


Greece. I told them, that it was but common juſtice to reſtore the 1 
king to his rights, when he was to aſſiſt them in vindicating theirs; 1 5 


that I could not comprehend what offence their allies could take, at 
a ſtep neceſſary to ſecure to them the aſſiſtance of a powerful mo- 


narch; nor how the fate of Ionian colonies, allied to the Athenians, ; 


their enemies, could any ways affect the intereſt or reputation of 


Sparta. The diſpute between us continued for ſome time on a foot-_ 


ing, that plainly ſhewed, that as we were content to inereaſe our ſue- 


cours, provided the two articles above mentioned were admitted, 
they, on the contrary, would be ſatisfied with a leſs proportion, if 


they could prevail to have them laid aſide. At laſt it was agreed to | 
refer the final deciſion of this matter to another conference. jr ob- 


ſerved, that PLzSTOLAS and PHARAX took very little ſhare i in the | 


debate, leaving the management of it wholly to NICANDER, who 
appeared moſt prejudiced againſt our demands. Upon communicat- | 


ing this hint to my colleagues, it was agreed, that we ſhould havea 


private converſation with PLISTOLAs, and endeavour to find out, 
whether they were nat left more at liberty by their inſtructions, than 


they N themſelves to bez and whether this extreme e on. 
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nacy was not put on, in order to obtain the better n for as" 
republick of Lacedzmon. PLIisTOLAS readily came to me, arid; 


after I had diſcourſed him on the preſent inability of his ſtate, and 
their allies, to proſecute the war vigorouſly without foreign afliſt- 
ance, I urged him to declare, whether they had not power to make 


us farther conceſſions; or elſe, I aſſured him, we had orders to break 
off the treaty, at the very next conference.” He ſaid, there was a 


general clauſe in their inſtructions, directing them to adjuſt the 


intereſt of the Greek colonies in ſuch a manner as might be leaſt diſ- 
honourable to the republick, and beſt tend to ſtrengthen their alliance 


with the king; and he would confeſs to me, that he thought the 
articles we propoſed anſwered both thoſe proviſoes. But as they 
were tied down not to conclude any thing without the concurrence 
of all three, and NIc AND RR, his colleague, was obſtinate againſt 
admitting this article, he did not ſee what was to be done; that he 


would make one more effort to gain his concurrence, and acquaint 
me with the reſult of it. The next morning! he ſent me a ſhort 
letter to this effect, chat Nic AN DER was at laſt convinced it was 
« better = comply with our demands, than put an end to the nego- 


« tiation.” This convinced my fellow-commiſlioners and. myſelf, : 
that ang more was wanting, than to draw out the treaty in 


form, and ſign it without further trouble. But how much were we 


ſurprized, when at the next conference, after having read to the 


fourth article, Nic AN DER roſe, and ſadid, that upon further con- 
ſideration of the purport and ſenſe of his inſtructions, and the know- 
ledge he had of the ſentiments of thoſe in the adminiſtration of af- 
fairs at Sparta, he thought himſelf obliged to retract the conſent 

| which his colleagues had extorted from him, to an article inconſiſt- 


ent with the intereſt of Greece, and diſhonourable to his country! 
The other embaſſadors, ſeeming not leſs concerned than us at this de- 
e maintained, chat the republick would ratify the article, as 


we 
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= - Wa we had offered it, ſince the cities in Aſia were e en 7 


CLIIL. = 7 
up, but only included under the general deſcription of territories | 


formerly belonging to Perſia, But NiCANDER with great warmth 
declared, he had rather loſe his right hand, than fet it to ſuch a 
| treaty. Upon this perſonal altercation we told them, that till they 
had ſettled amongſt themſelves a point of ſo great conſeque nee, no- 
thing could be determined; that we had done all that lay in our L 
power to facilitate the treaty, and were ſorry that they had not 11 b 
ceeded with the frankneſs and ſincerity which were expected from = 
them. PLISTOLAS has fince proteſted to me in the — manner, = 
that he could not imagine what were NICANDER's reaſons for re | 
tracting; and to prove to me that PHARAxX and himſelf were really 
of opinion, that they ſhould not be diſowned by their principals, 
he has offered to ſign the treaty without NIc AN DER. But it has 
not been thought proper to accept this propoſal, becauſe of the clauſe 


in their inſtructions, which renders their unanimous concurrence in 
every particular — . e iy 


We have ſince 8 your r letters, which contain an account of 
EE the truce concluded between the Lacedzmonians and Athenians, and 
the ſtrong diſpoſition which appears in both ſides to put an end to | 
the war. Several are of opinion, that the embaſſadors muſt have 
had ſome earlier notice of theſe tranſactions, though they have not 
acknowledged it to us; for they ſay, that NicanDz's retraction of 
his conſent, and the abſurd offer of PLisTOLAs and PHARAX, which | 
they knew we could not with any ſecurity depend upon, bear all 
the marks of a diſingenuous piece of ſhuffling, contrived to palliate : 
a change of meaſures, which was really occaſioned by an alteration 
of affairs at home. However, we are not without hopes, that the 
inſtructions ſent by CHARICLES will have reached Athens time 
enough to enable you to prevent a final accommodation. In the 


ATHENIAN LETTERS, Ss 


mean time, il their Saicelis Ene 
ald 


mined to ſend ARTAPHERNES with an extraordinary commiſſion to 
Sparta, as ſoon as the event of the treaty begun at Athens ſhall be 


with the embaſſadors was almoſt concluded. He came in great hafte 


the other day in the preſence-chamber, that he could not help 


« held with the Athenian agent; and believed he muſt examine 


that miniſter upon the aſſembly” s anſwer, mentioned in your laſt 
tion ought to be made for ſome of the ſhips on our lift : the ſtate of 
of the marine, who are ordered to confer with him, He likewiſe 
king's proceedings in regard to ſuch of their countrymen as had 
been made priſoners in their retreat by the Caunians, which I told 


him the king could not look upon as an adequate ſatisfaction to the 
uyury —.— had done him, ſuffering ZOPYRUS to fail out of their 


ports, 


our counſels here! are af a 
1 a | ; — Y > — 1 


known. I believe PYTHON is pretty well recovered from the con- 
ſternation he was at firſt under, when he heard our negotiation 


from OxsAMxs's Villa at Taoces, to interrupt it, as far as lay in 
his power. The king told ORSAMES pleaſantly, upon ſeeing him 


the caſe, with reſpe& to the others, he is to ſettle with commiſſaries 


informed me, that the People. of Athens, to ſhew how little part 
they had taken in ZoyyRus's expedition, entirely approved the 


e Co 
» 0 * N l 


IRT TIER 
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oth 


What you mention in your 15 of the 80 effects that may 
ariſe from employing embaſſadors, and the diſadvantages with 
which unauthorized agents contend, has ſuch weight, that i it is deter- 75 


« being alarmed at the frequent private converſations, which he 


him upon the ſubject- matter of them.” OxsAMESG replied, he 
was content to undergo the enquiry, and would confeſs, that in 
% ſome of his letters to CLEA NDEK was contained a full account of 
© all his practices with PYTHON.” I had a long conference with -_ 


diſpatch, and brought him to acknowledge, that immediate ſatisfac- 5 


EE, ATH ENI Ax 1 ETTERS. x 
„„ LET TER ports, wok his gelign was publickly talked of at Attenghy 3 PE 3 5 
| bp — he inſiſted they ſhould puniſh all who returned thither, after openly 
appearing in arms at Caunus. I find PrTHoN inclined to a proſe. 
cution of the war againſt. Sparta, particularly if our aſſiſtance can be 
obtained; and ſtrongly of opinion, that the may ority of the aſſembly = 
will reject a treaty. But as I ſuſpect him to be a creature of CLEON! 6% g 
I am doubtful what credit to give to his aſſertions. The perſons: Y 
ſeized at Miletus, it is true, were the king's agents, which gives a 
preſent interruption to our deſigns i in thoſe parts, though the chief 6 
reaſon for ſuſpending them is to wait the event of the ' treaty: it | 
Athens; for it is by no means our intention to draw upon ourſelves 2 


the arms of all Greece, before we are —— Fray "HO . 
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whom I reſide, ſatisfied with the progreſs: they had made in 


all parts of ſcience, were for puſhing their intellectual diſcoveries 


"ou 
— mommnnd - 


into a new and untried region, and had ſome ambition of adding to 


their boaſted acquiſitions in knowledge, the knowledge of futurity. 


Infinite almoſt is the collection of obſervations which they have 


made for this purpoſe ; yet an order of men is ſet apart for colleQ- 


ing more, or interpreting what they already have ; and they ima- 
gine themſelves in a likely way of reducing to all the certainty and 


nature. 


regularity of N . of the Oy moſt caſual ring ab in 


A was nn into this 6 8155 by Juſt n. now paſſing 5 a 2 8 5 
wins one of theſe augurs, who are ſupported here at the publick 


charge, was engaged in the buſi neſs of his profeſſion. He was 


ſeated in a chair of a particular make, and appropriated to that uſe; 


_ clothed ina long white robe; had a crown of gold upon his head and 
was adorned with all the other habiliments'of his office. He bad a 


tablet in his hand, on which he writ down every circumſtance re- 


lating to the birds of divination, their flight, ſpecies, voice, and 
manner of appearance; every thing that might aſſiſt the enquiry he 


was making, which was to collect from ſuch notices, as theſe meſ- 


ſengers were ſuppoſed to bring, whether a projected deſcent of the 


Athenians upon the iſland Sphacteria would meet with ſucceſs. 
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I did nd care for aſking many queſtions on ſo nice a a point, le 


— I ſhould draw any fuſpicion on myſelf and character; and hb 


could not perfectly inform myſelf about the whole proceſs and iſſue 
of this affair: but I ſhould judge, from the\ general j Joy and pleaſure 
which were diffuſed over the countenances of the aſſembly, that | ; 3 
they had not the leaſt doubt, that the event would be fortunate, and 
the gods 1 favourable to their OW = 


This incident andy corned my n on the « kb of « : 
vination, and the various kinds of it that are here in uſe. Some 
indeed attended with more folemnity - and expence, and therefore 
held in a higher degree of credit and eſteem ; but others cheap and 
obvious enough to every one: ſo that all have here ſufficient means 
ef ſatisfying themſelves with regard to any event xt which OR, han. 
g * a _— or a concern to know. | 4 I 

1 BODY not 3 to W thee, venerable a, with Y 
detail of all the particulars relating to this myſtery. The Whole 
| would be too tedious, and many parts too trivial for thy notice. All 
nature indeed is ſuppoſed to have fomething of a prophetick giſt. 
Every thing we ſee or hear is thought capable of affording ſome inſight 
into our future fortune, and obſerved accordingly with a ſuitable at- 
tention. Every animal, be it bird, beaſt, or inſect, under all the 
variety of circumſtances with which its appearance may be attended, 
every Uncommon phznomenon i in the heavens, every ſudden emo» 
tion of the mind or body, our very dreams, and even words, are 
imagined to contain ſome preſage of approaching good, or warning 
againſt impending ill. Theſe notices indeed are ſometimes too ſine 
for the coarſer ſight of common apprehenſion, but cannot eſcape 
the penetration of the more acute obſervers, who are trained up he 
the art, and inveſted with a publick ann to interpret them. 


Ther 


| ATHENIAN: LETTERS. 5 283 . 


There i is one kind of divination, which is fappoſid to Side. 1 3776 4 
from ſome immediate communication of the gods; another, which — 
is the reſult of obſervation, and attainable by oe” Some 4 
pretend to be actuated, in an extraordinary manner, by a ao. 
or ſpiritual agent, who tranſacts every: thing 2 hout their privity, 
and makes uſe only of their organs in the anſwers he © gives, and the 
diſcoveries he makes. Another ſort have their s thrown into 
a lethargick and inſenſible Rate, while their 3 at N ſeaſons, 
diſengaged from its heavy aſſociate, is at liberty to. traverſe uncon- 
fined the regions of .carth and heaven, and inſtructed by the free 
converſation of gods and heroes, brings back ſuch various intelli- 
gence, as enables them to ſatisfy all enquiries. We have accounts of 
thoſe who have continued a whole age in this dormant poſture; but 
I think poor HERMODORUS was in the moſt pitiable circumſtances, - | 
whoſe body being betrayed into the hands of his enemies, while his 
ſoul was engaged in one of theſe improving excurſions, they took 
an unmanly advantage of bis 3 and deſtroyed, the cottage, 
while the tenant was abroad. 


a, 


4 


or al the Dk of prediction, that Pun on Iniman Kill 
augury is here in the moſt repute. Nothing may ſeem more uncer- | 
tain than the flight of birds, or more unintelligible than their voice, 
or unintereſting than their appearance. But every thing relating to 
them has here ſome meaning ; ſometimes more clear and explicit, 
| ſometimes more ſecret and myſtical, but ſuch as may eaſily be un- 
folded by the profeſſors of the divining art, in all the more nice and | 
complicated caſes. Theſe creatures, like others, ſeem commonly 
intent on the means of ſupporting their own being, or providing 
for the ſupport of their offspring. But it is concluded here, that 
* have * views; and though they r appear to the leſs 

003 *- | diſcerning 5 
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magiſtrates ſhould be elected, or aſſemblies meet for the diſpatch of | 
| buſineſs ; for nothing of a: publick nature, and of any F | 
| to the. ſtate, is determined here without their concurrence; 'Whe. 
ther theſe notices by birds be owing to ſome' divine direction, or 
may not, in ſome meaſure, proceed from their own ſagacity, I have 


ATHENIAN” LETTERS. N 
diſcerning buſied in fucks inferior matters, yet Wey come to dee 5 


the Athenians when their armies ſhould march, or their fleets f al; 5 | 
with whom war is to be carried on, or peace concluded; When their 


not been able fully to inform myſelf; for ſo fundamental a part 


their religion 1s a ſubject of too much nicety and importance to be 


entered freely into, or to admit of any debate. To ſuppoſe them 


ſent by an expreſs appointment, ſeems a more reaſonable foundation 


for the ſtrong confidence they place in ſuch admonitions; though | | 
ſome proverbial ſayings in uſe among them, of their being privy 
to the moſt ſecret tranſactions, would make one think, they be- 


heved them in their own nature to be moſt prying and obſervant 


But though this method of divining be more frequently practiſed, : 
and attended with more formality, yet there are a thouſand others 


in great credit. Lightning and meteors are celeſtial ſigns, to 


which great attention is paid. A tingling of the eye, and a palpi- 
tation of the heart, are included in the claſs of divine prognoſticks, : 
It was a ſneeze from one of his right-hand attendants at the time of 
facrifice, that is ſaid to have given THEMISTOCLES the firſt earneſt | 
of his ſucceſs againſt Perſia. And our calamitous defeat at Salamis 5 


was partly owing to the warmth of ſpirit and confidence of victory, 


with which his ſoldiers were animated by this ſeemingly inſignificant 
incident ; though we ought not to deny the owl, that perched upon 


the maſt of his ſhip, the ſhare he had of kindling up this martial . 


adcur. | 
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ardout.. For however unpromiſing or inauſpicious his . may be 1 —— * 
in other places, he is treated at Athens with OT PSI and — — : — | 


truſted as one e ms LOWE: omens of ra 8. 


. 
* \ of 
* * 


Sacrificing likewiſe. is ; not 9 855 uſed tire 1 to 6586 6 or ECP 
ledge the favour of the gods, but to collect whether they deſign to 

be favourable. From being practiſed at firſt merely on publick and 
ſignal occaſions, it is become a ſettled method of gathering their 
intention, or ſoliciting. their. aſſiſtance in the common exigencies of 
life; before a Journey, or after a dream ; in any diſcompoſure . 3 
mind, or indiſpoſition of body. In looking for auſpicious ſigns, 
the ſoundneſs of the heart, the liver, and the lungs, is che chief ob- 
Jet of attention; though the ſparkling of the incenſe, and con- 
tortions of the ſmoke, are of ſome uſe in the enquiry ; and the 

' poſture of the tail is not a little obſerved ; for being twiſted, it de- 
notes a complicated caſe ; if turned down, it betokens nothing but 
diſaſter and defeat; but A 377 it is confided 3 in as an undoubted 
fignal of ſucceſs. KET en 


= 1 viQim goes dos to | the os of: hola it is eſteemed a 

good omen. To try the temper he is in, they generally draw a 

knife along his body: if he not only bears this quietly, but con- 
ſents by a nod, (which gracious mark of his approbation 18 com- „ 
monly. obtained by pouring a little water into his ear,) it is imme- 
diately concluded, that the offering is acceptable, and the event of 
the buſineſs will be ſucceſsful; ſo much ftreſs is laid on this circum- 
ſtance, that the Athenians, in times of diſtreſs, have erected extem- 
porary altars, where the victims of their own accord ſtopt in the 
proceſſion; and here is a traditional ſtory of a mad bull, that broke 
looſe from ten men, and then mel followed an old nee to uhh 
Place of ſacrifice, 
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Theſe rites oe performed with great fol , 


their horus og tipt wth KR But Ale the omens wp 9 
able, the Greeks will rather throw down their bucklers, and ſubmit 


to the enemy, than by reſiſting be guilty of impiety and difobedience 3 
do the will of the gods. Mazpontvs at ſuch a juncture had like to 


have cut in pieces the whole body of forces under PA USANTA a, had 
they not been animated by a ſudden change of appearance 81 4 
made ſo violent a _ as the Perſian any could 0 land. 


In derlling upon an ſubject 1 can hardly N up As 3 5 


which it may ſeem to require; becauſe I am perſuaded; that the. 


whole myſtery of ſoothſaying, as it 18 here practiſed, is rather to be + 
attributed to the contrivance of men, than the communicatic 


” the gods; though i it is with the utmoſt deference of Judgment, = . 


better acquainted with the will and ways of e But fro 
ſome inſtances that have fallen under my notice, I cannot help 


I offer my opinion to thee, venerable SMERDI1s, who. art ſo mach - 


thinking, that it is a ſtratagem, by which ſelfiſh and artful men 
practiſe more ſafely on the credulity of the weak and well-meaning, 


And I have often ſmiled at, though I could never credit, a common | 


report of our great philoſopher's ſuggeſting to the people, that a 


ſneeze was an admonitory hint from his attendant dæmon. Doubt- 


| leſs thoſe who are concerned in the direction of civil or military af- 
fairs, have made, and do make, great uſe of theſe ſtrong e 


which omens generally produce, as they may accommo 


a little dextrous management to ſerve any purpoſes they have in 
view. By this means they may baffle the beſt laid and moſt forward 
project, and throw a damp on the moſt active and enterprizing 


ſpirits. By this they may raiſe a- multitude to the moſt ſanguine 


expectations from the utmoſt depreſſion of deſpair, and inſpire them 


inſtantly with all the fire and fierceneſs of enthuſiaſm. @* 


The 


g 7 


den 


The fe 


1 importance to coves: | 


this turn for divi 
would be often ſerviceable to their welfare, -and which would always 
be flattering to their vanity. | We are creatures made capable of, 


and deſigned for, happineſs; we have therefore great quickneſs in 
diſcerning, and ſenſibility in feeling, the ſeveral ways by which it is 


or may be affected. This, joined to our preſumed ſignificancy, and 


the chief rank we hold in the viſible creation, makes us imagine, 
that we are really as dear, and appear as conſiderable to every other 
being as we do to ourſelves; and that all the different ranks of in- 
ferior animals were made ſolely to adminiſter to our pleaſure, with- 
out any view of advancing their own. On this account we are apt 

to conclude, that all the buſineſs which is tranſacting near us has a 
particular regard to our mighty ſelves, till we come at length to in- 


tereſt heaven and earth ſo far in our preſervation, as to ſuppoſe, that 


whatever is done is principally deſigned to eb us of any good 


or ill that 1 is hety to befal us. 


Theſe Wa have often led me to commiſerate the hard lot 
of this ſuperſtitious people, who are thus taught to overlook the en- 
joyment of preſent good, for che ſake of thoſe little fanciful eleva- 


tions which they have from the expectance of ſome future one; and 
when the real ills of life are ſo many, are expoſed to a thouſand ad- 
ventitious diſtreſſes, that ſpring only from groundleſs apprehenſions. 
The hoarſe note of a raven is enough to chill the warmeſt hopes of 
an Athenian, and make a publick aſſembly, intent on the execution 
of the moſt neceſſary affairs, break up in confuſion. Journies of 


buſineſs, which my friend PHILEMON and I had ſettled, have been 
often ſuſpended on account of the unpropitious ſight of a ſwal- 
low; ; and many a party of pleaſure been — by the ill- timed 


appearance 


would indeed . their pr both in producing and continuing . 2 
lation; as it is a ſcheme, they might think, that 
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appearance of a hare or a weaſel. 1 have ſometimes ventwreil to be 
— with, or banter the good old man on theſe occaſions; but only 


found, that prejudices of this kind are impreſſed too deeply on t. 


minds even of ſenſible and ingenious men, to be ever eraſed by 


reafon or raillery. How much more agreeable to our nature and 
circumſtances i 18 the practice that is enjoined us in the pure and un. 
corrupted pages of the Zenda! „That we ſhould take occaſion 
« every day, from the firſt animal we meet, to pay our Trl 
« acknowledgments to the ſupreme ſource of light and happ 

« who has produced | ſuch an amazing variety. of creatures, 


« ſufficient means to make them happy, and yet made them alin u 


« ſome degree ſubſervient to the uſe, and conducive. to o the 
« of man,” 
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news, that the Athenian. forces had made a deſcent on the iſland 


Sphacteria, and after a briſk engagement obliged the Lacedæ monian 
| garriſon to e themſelves ee at eee 


I have encloſed the moſt authengck detail of the whale: affair, in 
a copy of the. diſpatch, ſent: by CLxOoN and DEMOSTHENES, which 


has been read more than once in the aſſembly with repeated accla- 
mations, From ſeveral ſtrokes in it, I am ſatisfied it could be drawn 
up by no one but the enterpriſing ſon of .CLEANETUS, who, what- 
ever ſhare of merit he may juſtly lay claim to in planning out the 


action, ſeems determined not to loſe one tittle of applauſe for want 


of rhetorick in deſcribing it. The rejoicings on this occaſion are 
now at their height, accompanied by all thoſe marks of rioting 5 
which the multitude are apt to commit, when fluſhed with an un- 
expected ſucceſs, which they aſcribe. to a general who ſtands high! 
in their eſteem.” The tranſport of che populace has exerted itſelf 


upon the houſes of thoſe citizens who promoted the late negotiation ; 


and their characters are made the ſubject of ſcholia or catches, adapted 


to the genius of the vulgar. Neither the humane ſuperſtition of 


PHILEMON, the formality of Dioporus, nor the caution of Niels, 


has eſcaped the low raillery of theſe political ſatiriſts, whoſe rough 


VOL. Il. PP. poland tn pen great 


licentious writings PR! one a ſtrong idea of the times, when the 
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the three hundred at wha were determined — die in , ir 
ranks, after ſelling their lives ſo dear, as would make the vie 


- 
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ks men of O were abuſed | from the carts or rana _ 
his contemporaries, | 4 ; 


I can affure thee, able teins that this event is looked; upon a "= 
the moſt extraordinary one that has happened during the courſe g 


the war; for, in the firſt place, the moſt intelligent perſons in Aan * 


were ſo far from imagining that CLEO x 's wild project n 


that the Lasdsgaalen det 


worth very little to the Athenians. But the iſſue of this affair ha 


verified the old Grecian proverb, The fortune of war is ever 


productive of novelties ;” ſince it is eſteemed the moſt diſgraceful 


- blow the Lacedzmonians ever received, with the leaft loſt to their 
enemies; and CLEO, whoſe military qualifications were never 
' reckoned the ſhining part of his character, is now put on a level, 


bravery and conduct. He is expected to arrive from Pylus in a few 


by his flatterers, with the moſt celebrated captains of Greece for 


days. I ſhall take the firſt opportunity of communicating to him 


the ruptute of the Lacedzmonian treaty, and endeavour to diſcover, 


whether the profeſſions he made me before his expedition, of draw- 
ing this ſtate into a cloſer alliance with ARTAxERxes, were fincere, 


If I find they were, I will perſuade him to feel the pulſe of the 


aſſembly upon that ſubject. His emiſſaries ſhall ſpread about the 
diſpoſition into which the haughtineſs of Sparta has thrown our 


monarch, to cultivate the friendſhip of Athens, and inſift on the rea- 


ſonableneſs of ſoftening the rigour of CI MO's peace, in order to 
obtain a powerful aſſiſtance from Perſia, which may in the preſent 
juncture decide the fate of the war. By this method the Lacedæ- 
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may be quickened; and if the king perfereres ang LETTER 


monian flo! 


his deſign to take Parr: with them, ArzTAPAEENES will meet 8 


the better reception. On the other hand, it will be ſeen, whethe T 
the Athenians really intended to make propoſals of a. EA 
racy to our court, or only contrive ES to provent © our bo | 
ing with h the 3 m_ 3 = 


* 


1 5 


Thou u 18 1 ſatisfied, that the: 1 will + not think 
— much obliged to their 3 at ger or ow 


ing ſuch entire credit to the firſt advices 


En ſur ch, 9 8 were Nh | 8 interpreted according 
to the exigencies of affairs, ſhould never he entruſted but to miniſters 
of the greateſt capacity and experience. And for ys own * 1 
never "thought nnn the talent of Ws CR x: | 


The repoblick of Arbens | 18 determined to E 6 on he war vigo- 
rouſly this ſummer. A fleet of eighty gallies i is equipping with the 
utmoſt diligence, which is to be put under the command of Nicias. 
The aſſembly have paſſed a vote, that a. thouſand. citizens, (who 
e to be ut of the tribes,) and three hundred of the 
Hippeis, ſhould hold themſelves 3 in readineſs to embark. at an hour's 
warning. They have likewiſe demanded aſſiſtance from ſeveral of 
their allies. The expedition is intended againſt Corinth, either to 
land and take the city by ſurpriſe, or to make AN eee ven 
the ſhipping in the harbour; both which under however 
plauſible they Appen, in the ſcheme that has been laid before the 
people, ſome experienced officers have aſſured me to be extremely 
difficult, if not impractic en Letters are arrived from SOPHOCLES 


and EURYMEDON, who were ſent with a fleet o .. the begin- 
e ning 


cyra, till the people at Athens had pronounced ſentence | upon t 


AT HENIA N IETI ERS. 


ning of the ume They grre an apical chad! having landed. 
ſome companies of ko, ſoldiers, the revolters were beat ot of 5 5 
their faſtneſſes; a fort they had built on the mountain Ithone —_— 
and the greateſt part of them obliged to lutrender, at diſcretion. The 
unfortunate men ſo taken were confined i in a-ſmall iſand near Cor- | 


with an expreſs condition, that if any attempted to eſcape, they. 


ſhould all be ſurrendered up to the Corcyrean magiſtrates. + Theſe 


terms were violated on the part of the captives ; and the Athenian ge- 
nerals, without waiting for orders from hence, after putting them into 


the hands of the magiſtracy, purſued their voyage for Sicily. Ad- : 


vice is ſince come that the latter, glad of the opportunity to ex. 
tirpate every remnant of the ariſtocratical faction in Corcyra, con- 
demned them all to death, and delivered them over to the inſults 

and barbarity of the multitude. - Such i is the blind violence of party 
wherever it prevails. May the extremes of it be avoided' by every 


Rate that would preſerve its | 80 od ſenſe, its ne a its =o 


manity ! 3 


0 A. « 7 
© » 


Before this reaches thy hands, thou wilt have received: this dif 


| patches, of which CHARICLEs is the bearer ; and I will preſume to 


hope, thou art not unmindful of the requeſt 1 preſumed to make in 
them, that thou wouldſt intercede with the king for my return. 
Not to urge again the topick of the danger I run by a much longer 
continuance here, after practiſing with CLzon, J will juſt mention, 
that PYTHON has, in his laſt letters to the ſenate, informed them, 


that the Perſian court has very exact intelligence, not only of the 


actions, but the views and deſigns of this ſtate, and frequently : 
earlier and more important advices, than himſelf. I am ſenſible 
thou communicateſt my diſpatches to none but thoſe of the ſupreme 
council; but canſt thou fo well anſwer for the fidelity of thoſe who 
0 | give 


* 


N * 
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give hourly attendance at thy palace? And as my letter are regi- 


CLV. 


{54 
4 : 
thy 
* 


LETTER 


ſtered in the archives, the holy Mage who has the care of them 


may have no averſion to an Attick talent; and in that caſe, an artful 
inſinuating miniſter, like PYTHON, will find eafy acceſs within 
thoſe venerable walls. Think not theſe ſuſpi icions founded entirely 
on my own chimerical reveries ; for a friend of mine, who corre- 
ſponds with PYTHON, ſhewed me a letter from him, in which he 
boaſts, that “he had contracted an intimate acquaintance with one 
« who has it in his power to inform him of the moſt material paſ- 
« ſages at the court; and that he finds no places ſo ſecure i in Perſia ia, 
* to which a 5 227 gives not the readieſt acceſs,” | 


I will own freely to thee, inuſtrious ſetibe, that er having t 
che earlier part of my life in acquiring a knowledge of the learning, 


manners, and language of diſtant nations, and almoſt ſeven years 


of it in the king s ſervice here, I long impatiently to reviſit my pa- 


ternal farm 3 in the vale of Diana, near my native Epheſus. That 


ſhady retirement is of all others the beſt adapted to my inclinations; 
as it places one beneath the envy and reſentment of the great, and 
above their dependance. It is there T would finiſh my courſe in 
tranquillity, and live only to myſelf, praying for the welfare of the 
empire, the health of ART AXERXE 25 and che 9 of my ber 
nerous patron. =. | 


From Athens the jd X Metagnitain 89 Hs a i R 
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officers, and excite the courage and reſentment of the ſoldiers. . Ac 


| having a few days before conſumed great part of the woods, with 


cluded. This propoſal has been ſince made in form; and though 2 
: viſibly intended to prevent the farther effuſion of Grecian blood, 


night we ſet aſhore eight hundred heavy-armed ſoldiers'in the iſla 


the ſhips, 3 2 
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cron and 8 to the Senate e and Pu Athens, 


* our last leben Athenians, you were Ay Rk that he rein- 
forcements under CLEON had joined your fleet before Sphatteria, 2 


and that it had been reſolved to attempt landing, unleſs the Lace. 
dæmonian generals conſented, that their men in the iſland. ſhould be 


kept priſoners of war at Athens, till an accommodation was con. 


was rejected with diſdain ; anſwer being returned, that no Spartan 
ever came alive into the hands of his enemy. A reply ſo inſolent 
and unſeaſonable had no other effe&, than to inflame the zeal of e 


cordingly, after giving a day's reſt to the army, on the following . 


who ſurpriſed an advanced poſt of the Lacedæmonians, and either 
killed or took priſoners all who were upon guard. The diſpoſition | 
for landing the reſt of the forces was performed with ſuch diſcipline | 
and regularity, that before break of day they were all diſembarked, 
without the leaſt oppoſition from the enemy. An accidental fire 


which the iſland was over-run, made- us leſs apprehenſive of am- 
buſcades, and gave us alſo an opportunity of diſcovering that the 
number of the Lacedzmonians was greater than we imagined it to 
be; for which reaſon none but the Thalamitai * were left aboard 


* Rowers of the lower benches. 


The 
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the light-armed, who were directed to haraſs the enemy wherever 
they appeared, EN and retire to the main body, in 


2 ee ee bir the waln body marching up to 
ſuſtain them, and our peltaſtai and archers ſorely galling the enemy 
from the higher grounds at-the ſame time, they were obliged to re- 
treat in tolerable good order towards the extremity of the iſland ; 


where they took refuge in a fortification, which, from the fituation 
of the ground. about it, ſeemed in a manner impregnable. Here be- 
ing joined to the reſt of their men, they made ſo gallant and obſti- 


nate a 2 that our beary-armol CY were Wr N 


with Heap ml er and we 8 to think, though unwillingly, 
of ſounding a retreat, when the commander of the Meſſenians pro- 
poſed to us to attack them in the rear. with a choſen party of the 
light-armed. We accepted this offer, and having given him eight 
hundred targetiers and archers, he found means, by conduQting them 


s began der merk cply ia the brat da ender uf f 
Err the flanks, van, and rear being covered with ſmall ee 1 


ETTER - 
1-2 Wl 


L 
ening of the defile, and put our 


through craggy narrow paſſes, to appear in the rear of the Lacedæ- 


monians, ready to fall upon them from that quarter, the ſituation of 
which alone they thought a ſufficient ſecurity. We no ſooner ob- 


ſerved this, than we ordered a herald to proclaim aloud in the front 
of our lines, that if the enemy would lay down their arms, they 
ſhould be admitted to capitulate. The words were ſcarcely pronounced, 


before we ſaw moſt of thoſe on the ramparts throw down their wea- | 


pons, and hold up their hands in token of aſſent. A ſuſpenſion of 
hoſtilities immediately enſued, and it was defired by STYPHON, 
their commanding officer, that leave ſhould be given him to ſend to 
the Lacemonians before Pylus for inſtructions. But we only al- 
lowed 


LETTER 
LI. 
— 
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lowed him to — an herald out of the camp, whit fangs on we 
N oppoſite ſhore, (which is but a very ſmall diſtance from the iſland; 


was acquainted with the neceſſities of the garriſon, and in a few 


hours returned, and declared to them, in the name of Agis and "his 


provided they did nothing unworthy: of the Spartan name. 
this the beſieged delivered up their arms, and ſurrendered ther 


council of war, that they had. permiſſion to conſult for their ſafety, 
Upon 


priſoners, ſtipulating only, that they ſhould be uſed: with humanity, ; 


four hundred and dr. all e men. 


The number of the Lacedzmonian captives are above three hun. 
dred: the whole number originally ſent over into Sphatteria'ma -} 


"Oy 


* 


* 
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After obtaining this Schon bnd we e up, acbontigh to 


the pious cuſtom of our anceſtors, a ſacrifice out of the firſt fruit 


of the ſpoils to JoeITER and' MINERVA the counſellors, the tutelar ; 
deities of this ſtate. We likewile ſet up a n on a riſing ground 
which affords a fair proſpect of the enemy's camp. We intend to 


begin embarking our army with the priſoners, and the reſt of the 
booty, to-morrow ; and ſhall then reinforce the garriſon. of . 
and take the firſt favourable wind to ſail for Athens. 


eFTharh 


We think bh bound in fon: to any you, that he hah 


army, as well officers as ſoldiers, in their reſpective capacities, be- 
haved with as much ſkill, valour, and intrepidity, as were ever 


ſhewn by any troops, on any occaſion whatſoever ; and we recom- 
mend to your notice more. particularly, for their gallant conduct, 


PHILOcLEs the ſon of LACHEs, the bearer of theſe diſpatches, LA- 


MACHUS captain of the Peltaſtai, and THERAMENEs Trierarch of 


the Nereids. As to the victory i itſelf, we know not, Athenians, 


whether it may become us, who were unworthy inſtruments of ob- 
taining it, to anticipate the impartial judgment you will form of it 


by. 
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by adding our own. But in juſtification of your two generals, one N R 
of whom undertook for the ſucceſs of this meaſure, in a manner — 


that might appear too preſumptuous, and the other both adviſed the 
deſcent, and aſſiſted, to the beſt of his abilities, i in making the neceſ- 


ſary diſpoſitions for it, give us leave to ſay a few words; that con 


2 


ſidering the courage and obſtinacy of the on, and the advan- 
tage in point of ſituation and knowledge of the iſland with which 
they fought, we believe your forces never gained a completer ad. 
vantage, with leſs loſs, and more Honour to themſelves; in ſight of © 
an enemy 8 camp; ſuperior i in number, which looked on as uncon- 
cerned ſpectators of the combat. Certainly the conſequences to be 

drawn from it muſt be very beneficial, if you perſiſt in refuſing to 

hearken to the counſels of thoſe who would effe&, by a diſgraceful 

peace, what the united ſtren; of your enemies is not able to 
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N J Camp in the illand of SphaQeria, the 2 5th of the moon 
. Uekatombeon. 
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a T x . To OE 10 . are fo elated 7 the e at Sp Qeria, 
that they have ordered as many Hermz to be made in honour 1 
| of it, as were ſet, up after the defeat of the Medes at Strymon. My 
curioſity led me the other day. into the portico, where they are 1 
be placed. I ſuppoſe (faid I, to a friend, who was with me). the 
* ſtate takes this opportunity to pay ſome acknowledgment. to Dx- 
«* MOSTHENES, the inſtrument of its ſucceſs againſt the Spartan 
*. by inſcribing his name with a recital of the action on the baſes of ; 
'* thoſe ſtatues; an acknowledgment ſuited to one of his elegant 
mind, who is equally ſenſible and deſerving of applauſe. *By 
„“ no means (anſwered he); it is never uſual on theſe occaſions to 
« mark any name but that of the people.” © Methinks (returned 
J) your practice is an odd one. Why, you pay more honour to 
© the trifling feats of activity or ſtrength performed at your ſolemn 
« entertainments, than to the wiſdom and virtue of thoſe officers | 
„ho decide the fate of your country! The Athenians muſt 
have a very high opinion of their fellow-citizens, to think they 
are ſo much the ſervants of the publick, as to endanger their re- 
« putation, without even the hope of this fantaſtical reward. Or 
you muſt permit me to have a very mean opinion of the Athe- 
« nians, if the paſſion of envy can infect a nation, to the prejudice 
of the few who diſtinguiſh themſelves.” © You are miſtaken, 
5 (interrupted my friend,) in imputing it to the envy and Jealouly 
« of the Athenians, not to their wiſdom and magnanimity, „ that 
| | 4] e they 


of the Golf nag of the (greateſt quality or fortune, infer 
any thing leſs from it, than that it becomes him to be the fore- 
« moſt in ſuch conteſts? Or can the moſt uncultivated fail of 
being reminded, that, though he acts in a little ſphere, his life is 
© a debt to his country, which muſt be paid whenever the demands 
it? But when a ſtatue is erected, or an inſcription drawn up, to 
« the honour of x private character, ir makes an impreſſion upon 
« few, — To attain ſuch exalted merit is above 


name of a people excites a genera ſpirit \ of enthuſiaſm, the me- 
morial of one' genius excites only the emulation of another. Like 
an eſoteric treatiſe of philoſophy, it may fall in the way of the 


vulgar ; but they cannot underſtand it, or improve by it, becauſe 
calculated for men of ſpeculation; - whereas the publick monuments . 
ar e like popular eflays, more © univerſally. 2 and e 8 


« To turn the argument in andcher light. Would i it not be in- 


*. 


conſiſtent with that equality of rank, which ſhould be carefully 


maintained in a free government, to beſtow diſtinctions of this 
nature too frequently, even on thoſe who are eminent? Can any 
more effectual way be taken to inſpire a love of our country, or 


to ſuppreſs the gentle riſings of vanity, than to let it be known to 
every man of parts, that it is a matter of ftriet duty to be active 
in the common ſervice? That what he performs with credit i in 


the field, is * partly to the tutelar deities of the ſtate, partly - 


CE 2 5 | * 06 


e the reach, and to 
defire it, is beyond the wiſhes of moſt men; fo that while the 
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after all, fortune takes a conſiderable ſhare ¹ praiſe 


the gift of them would be a certain prejudice to the, man, and 5 
render him ſtrangely ridiculous. We may add further, chat B 


46 


* the beſt underſtandings are not proof againſt the giddineſs which 
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to the but of his ſoldiers, and the experietice of his off 


That on theſe accounts he has no claim to erowns of gold, fs 
tues, or inſeriptions. Let, were the N practice obſerved 


which you zealouſly recommend, the « ann de fuch 3 


pre-eminence would afford its poſſeſſors, of comp 0 


with their countrymen, would intoxicate ſome ich a 5 nger 
[18 


and others with a filly pride; ſo that he, who arrived to theſe hos 


ries, and had good talents, would in reality ere& himſelf into the 
monarch of the ſtate; while one of meaner endowments. would — 
in fancy be ſo ſuperior to the reſt of his plain fellow=citiz 


attends honours, ſo great honeſty may be corrupted by a facility. 


of procuring them ; and they will be lovght for 1 in the lee — 
faction, not conteſted in the race of virtue. is: 


g a f i : * 
I was not t willing, CraTIPPUS, to hold a ont with. my 


friend, and yielded to him. From a trifling particular concerning 
the Hermæ, which the ſtate is now erecting, our converſation 
rambled into general topicks; and the longer we talked, the more 
we loſt ſight of what we firſt diſputed. At laſt I ſaid, How dif- 


ce 
cc 
cc 
cc 
- CC 
: 4s 
cc 


e 


proportioned is the number of poſſible methods for preſerving 
fame, to thoſe of acquiring it! an argument that we ought not to 
concern ourſelves about its duration after death. If it has ſerved 
our turn while we lived, we ſhould not cagerly intrude it upon 
the ſtage to the diſturbance of the characters that ſucceed us; 
ſince it ſeems a ſort of buſy impertinence to aim at ingroſſing 
the attention of poſterity. Commemorative pillars and inſcrip- 
tions are undoubtedly the ber Frau of antiquity, as they are 

5 | | ( more 
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more laſting, and leſs Kable!to Jteration than tradition. In "the 
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firſt ages an unhewn' ſtone Was often | pe. on the e ſpot where 4 — 


ſome remarkable Ne h 


bab 41 ec Means of P en to ſuc- 


ceeding 1 afterwards i proved, by ſketching out a bar- 


barous repreſentation of the ſtory on rough columns ; -the deſign 
af Which, in a courſe of years, was only to be gathered from 
conjecture, till letters introduced an hiſtorical certainty. HERO- 


bor us has extracted much of his hiſtory from the marbles fur- 
niſhed him by the prieſts of Egypt; and it is to theſe we are 
debted for our acquaintance with the celebrated conq 1 | 
SOSTRIS,:; HERCULES, and Bacenv „ And 

poſed my friend,) I would willingly part with thels me 
1 am ſorry we were ever poſſeſſed of their names, or their ex- 


amples. The love of praiſe ſoon put us on contrivances for tranſ- 


mitting it to our deſcendants; and moſt of the ancient monu- 
ments perpetuate the glory of particular great men, but ſcarcely 
any are of the national kind I have commended. So that I am 


apt to fancy, they were not ſo much erected by the veneration of 


K in- 


contemporaries for exalted merit, as by the perſonal vanity of op- 


preſſors. © I. believe (returned I) the national monuments; 
which are your favourites, were never, thought of, till mankind 
had wiſdom and courage enough to form civil ſocieties upon prin- 
ciples of liberty. Before that time, whatever credit the ſubjects 


acquired, was unjuſtly aſſumed by the prince. But are you not 
of opinion, however ſeldom theſe marks of honour ſhould be be- 
ſtowed by the publick on individuals, yet if a ſtatue or inſeription 
were now and then put up by the reſpect of private families to 


their diſtinguiſhed relations, that ſuch memorials might be uſe- 


ful?“ Could we rely (anſwered he) on the impartiality of 
Es « friends, 
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0 an 6e Benda and were the Wee l dependants 4% 0 eſte a8 
of the publick, I would agree with you; Otherwiſe, 

60 logies become cheaply proſtituted to the purpoſes of ſervility and 
«in Went el man all eee. the e merit ob e chi : 


6 — The ge eral 
= great not at all ener to eee u eee N 
= E 4 them, will conclude the perfection ſet forth threw — 5 
=. | e able and ideal; for the difference is the ſame between the im-. 
f 0 <« preſſion made by deſeriptions of what: ought. to have beeny and 
„ what has been, as it is between that of precept and example, 
poetry in its original was ſet apart to do honour to the gods and 
4 heroes; but that degeneracy, which infects all human things, has 
+ ſpared not the ſacred art; and perhaps inſcriptions may one day | 
be admired for the delicacy and ſprightlineſs, not the truth and 
e ſimplicity, of the encomium. | © Then, (ſaid T;)- by Ns! 
bo | could curſe the invention of letters, which muſt ſubmit to con- 
—_— é * vey ſo much flatrery; 1 to ſucceeding times. After all, if no man 
= e ought to wiſh for poſthumous fame, except the imitation of his 
= character might be of real ſervice to the world, then it is: weak- : 
e neſs to think of it on our own account. If the vicious ſhare it 
« here in common. with the virtuous, and ſometimes men of l 
« underſtanding with men of parts, then he who has qualified Him- 2 
« ſelf to deſerve it, ſhould not lament thoſe accidents of nature or | 
fortune that deprive him of it. In a word, if the opinion of phi- 
< loſophers be juſt, that there is another ſtate of mora defignation, 
e may expect that Mixos, Eacvus, and RHADAMANTHUS, will 
| © reverſe all the falſe judgments that have been paſſed in this; and 
while they condemn monarchs and miniſters to eternal oblivion, 
vill call out, to the obſervation of innumerable beings, many wiſe 
and good men, who were either unknown or forgotten.” 
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LETTER „ piece, and the tragedy would have concluded with as oaks nature 

—— it is conducted.“ If you conſider the plot, (anſwered Eunl- 

« p1DEs,) you will find it impoſſible to have turned it otherwiſe 
And to ſpeak my ſentiments with freedom, when the play is 
a e drawing to a cloſe, the attention of the audience on the rack, 
| 8 unable to divine the conſequences, it is an agreeable ſurprize to 

3 bring things at once to an happy iſſue, and ſend them _ in 
„ good temper. Such pieces make a deeper impreflion on the mind, 
.' than thoſe in which you are prepared before: hand for the event. 
I entirely approve What you ſay concerning the celeſtial, m- 
3 bo « chinery of the theatre. And we may obſerve, they are the fondeſi 
1 5 aof it who ſhew in every line a remarkable poverty of i rie 
= e but value themſelves on a fruitful fancy, becauſe their deities ap- 
= | oy pear in all the wantonneſs of miracles. In truth, ho can the fre · 
33 8 quent recourſe to this machinery be an inſtance of genius? It had 
= 0 « its birth from ſimple neceſſity, and ſhould be uſed only in the dat 
; - extremity ; yet (like ſeveral of the arts of life; which were — 4 

* mean in their original) has been applied to the purpoſes of 

« gance and ornament. Believe me, I ſhould; be ſorry; to daher — 
the cenſure.” Miſtake me not (returned I) To cenſure you 
as a lover of theſe extravagancies, Who are the trueſt maſter and 
obſerver of nature in the drama, would be as ridieulous, as to 
“ upbraid SOCRATES with the follies of the ſophiſt. Vo may be 
convinced then, that, if I have common ſenſe, I could not mean 
« it; and, upon recollection, I am perſuaded, there is no way of 
« finiſhing your ORESTESs, but that which you have choſen,” 1 71 
« 'was fully poſſeſſed of your meaning, (replied he,) yet! am obliged 
to you for your polite manner of explaining it. At the ſame time 
I take it as a proof of friendſhip, that you communicate every 
remark which occurs to you at firſt reading, even though it be 
erude and inaccurate. J aſſure you it pleaſes me to find, that my 
bo tragedy 
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“ tragedy is exempted, from the imputation you hows zulliy + dirs 
« upon many others. If I do not deceive myſelf, it is of that kind, 


305 


LETTER 
CLVIII 


ee which alone renders the deſcent of a god excuſable, (fince I think; - 


it can in no caſe be commendable,) and may de vindicated, as well 
« from the affection of the ſpeQators for the wonderful, as from the 
« reaſons I have mentioned. * I wiſh (interrupted I) you would 

* forbear appealing to the vicious taſte of the times in your defence, 
s eſpecially when you are ſupported by better arguments,” © You 
« may laugh at it, (ſaid he,) but it is of conſiderable weight. A 
« dramatick writer, and a popular. orator, are nearly in the ſame 


_ « circumſtances. They muſt each of them conſult the humour of 
« their contemporaries ; or elſe they will never have an hearing ; 


« and en poſterity muſt make allowances.“ 


* The affecdlon fir ths: ended; 4 I) [gt 
« very ſtrongly i in the preſent age. And thoſe, who are deſirous 
to enjoy reputation, while they live, always ſacrifice the matureſt 
reſult of their own judgment, in accommodation to the caprice 
of their countrymen. HERODOTUS has interwoven ſome. of 
<« the traditional romances of antiquity into his narration from that 
powerful motive. The ſchools of the ſophiſts and philoſophers 
« abound in allegories. The theatre, inſtead of exhibiting to us 
« ſtories of an eſtabliſhed date, or undoubted authority, (ſuch as 


« the baniſhment of PIs1IsTRATus's family from Athens,) is al- 


" . converſant with the . and n of fable.” 


1 You would ra e EuRI 1800 ing hiſtory upon 
the ſtage, as it might give a fair opportunity for inforcing the 
principles of liberty, and a love of our country. But in ſome 
inſtances the nature of tragedy, and in all the temper of the Athe- 
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nians forbids it. The nature of tragedy cannot bear it, becauſe 
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dere are many incidents, which, though they entertain in the 2 
relation, are too unanimated and uninforming, or too diſagreeable 
and ſhocking in the particulars, to compoſe a play. As nothing 


* can be more ſpirited than a battle in wy ation, and yet nothing 
colder in the deſcription ; ſo, on the contrary, many things 


pleaſe in the hiſtorical deſcription, which would diſguſt in real 
life, or the mimic repreſentation. It is for this reaſon, chat in : 
modelling a piece for the theatre, we are frequently obliged to 


vary the plot of it from the truth, for the better diſpoſition and 


improvement of it: a licence, which, however it may be indulged 


in fictitious ſubj ects, would, I am afraid, be denied in hiſtorical, : 
The temper of the Athenians would not bear it, becauſe thoſe 


facts and characters, which ſeem beſt ſuited to the ſcenes of a 
tragick writer, are too recent in the memory, and too much en- 
gage the paſſions of private families, to be properly introduced 
upon the ſtage.” *© Suppoſe then, (ſaid I,) you ſhould refort to 
Sparta, or even Perſia, for the topicks of tragedy. I preſume 
the Athenians are not divided in their ſentiments on the eminent 
men of thoſe countries.” * In that caſe, (replied he,) it. would 
be ſurmiſed, that I paid a diſreſpect to the heroes of our own re- 


„ publick. So that the way to be free from all difficulties, is to 


confine ourſelves to the fabulous anceſtors of the colonies, which 
firſt planted Greece. The only poet who ever dared at a per- 
formance of the caſt which you recommend, was ESschVYLus, the 
bold inventor of the drama. But you muſt remember, that what 
he wrote, had nothing to do with individuals v. It contained 


no flattery to THEMISTOCLES or ARISTIDES :; it entered into no 


encomium on their valour and conduct: it took no notice of their 
laying aſide all private reſentments, to unite in the cauſe of their 


* See the Perſians, a play of Eschrl us, written ſeven years after the defeat of 


(c country, 


ATHENIAN LETTERS. F 


ce cou (the moſt infliuaive leſſon of chat important war,) but 9 K 


« was a general compliment to the Grecians. Nay, to avoid the — | 
« odium, which perſonal commendations would draw upon the | 
« writer, and to keep off that envy which would have fallen on the | 
« objects of them, he laid the ſcene as far as he could from Athens, 
* in the very palace of XERxEs. Should I, for inftance, accept 
« the ſubje& you propoſe, different parties in the ſtate would take 
« alarm; the one protecting, the other reviling me; and while I 
« may have all men applaud, it would be prepoſterous to aim at the = 
„ praiſes of a few. You will grant, PreisTRATVs muſt be drawn 3 
« extremely amiable, or extremely odious; for in the mixed ſtate 
his character would be unaffecting and dull. Were I to ſet him in 
e the former light, I ſhould be thought ſecretly affected to ſlavery, 
« a teacher of dangerous principles; and though it were the beſt 
« performance I had produced, the very turn of the thing would 
« condemn it. Were I to place him in the latter point of view, it 
« would flatter the prejudices of the people, but contradict my own | 
“ ſentiments, and. the ſentiments of men of ſenſe, and do an in- 
« juſtice to the man. For he was a lover of lenity, letters, and po- 
© liteneſs; nor was Athens happier at any time, than under his go- 
vernment. Should I deſcend nearer to our own days, and, agree- 
« ably to the ſcheme you offer, found a tragedy on ſome remarkable 
p action of THEMISTOCLES, CIMoN;, or PERICLES, think you not 
« it would be to wage war with the ill-nature of enemies, and the 
« partiality of friends?” © You amaze me (returned I); it ſeems 
frequent enough with you poets, to uſe ſentimens and expreſſions 
« alluding to the circumſtances and perſons of the preſent times 
«* without ſcruple. Then why are you ſo careful not to give offence 
« in the plot of a play, as that it muſt be far-fetched from anti- 
* quity?” © I can tell you, (ſaid EvRiPipes,) thoſe alluſions 
R R 2 * 70 


308 

LETTER « 
CLVIII. 
— — 


ec , 


ATHENIAN LETTERS. 


you ſpeak of are' as moch' a6 ihe people will either approve or 
forgive. But if we were once to ſtrike out of the province 
of fable, and bring the ſtories of the time upon the ſtage, the 
rulers of the aſſembly would grow jealous, and imagine we 
aimed at transferring the ſeat of buſineſs and advice from the 
forum to the theatre. Even the comick poets, the privileged 


ſatiriſts of the ſtate, are often not ſo groſs as to ſpeak plainly, but 


intimate their ſcurrility by uncouth and. extravagant allegories. 
Would not the Athenians (replied I) be pleaſed to ſee the great 
geniuſes the commonwealth has brought forth, exhibited in their 
publick entertainments, as it muſt reflect an honour on them. 


ſelves?” „ think it appears, (ſaid he,) from the obſervations 


already made, that they would, on ſuch occaſions, be greatly di- 


vided in their ſentiments. Beſides, the ſubjects we chuſe are not 


deficient in this particular ; for they are generally taken from the 


lives of the founders of our cities, and in reciting the misfortunes 
or proſperity of their families, we may be conſidered as doing 


credit to their deſcendants. Such tragedies are free from the ex- 
ceptions, to which thoſe you wiſh for are expoſed, and give equal 
ſcope to the invention and œconomy of the poet.” * I only wiſh 
(rejoined I) to ſee fable baniſhed from the theatre.” * agree 
with you (ſaid he); but there is no running counter to the taſte 
and opinion of the age. The tragick writings, however, are not to 
be reproached with wildneſs. They are like the fictions of which 
they treat, a mixture of falſehood and truth, of abſurdity and 
credibility. For I muſt be ſo candid as to confeſs, though our 
audiences are fond of fables, yet they love to have the natural 
graces of converſation enter into the dialogues even of fabulous 
characters; to ſee the real paſſions, and probable incidents of hu- 
man life, wrought en the ground-work of the marvellous. 


EUR1PIDES 8 
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EuR1P1DEs's defence of the Greek theatie, noble Barg w was LETTER 


amuſing, but not attended with all the conviction which I wanted. 


Let it be allowed, that, ſuch is the conſtitution of Athens, it would 
add to the diſorders of its citizens, if their beſt hiftorical ſubj . 


which are contained within the late flouriſhing period of their affairs, 


were introduced on the ſtage: but it can never be admitted, that 
theſe afford not more room for the kill, and leſs exalt the ſpirit of 


the writer, than the unnatural relations'of mythologiſts. No, H- 


 DASPES, the inimitable Cyrus, whom hiſtory and Perſia boaſt, is 
far beyond the TyzsEUs and HERCULES of fable. Perſuaded as 


thou art of this truth, refine on the model of the Greeks, and build : 
a theatre within the walls of Suſi, With a view to encourage the 
project, I have drawn up a rough ſketch of the plot for a tragedy, 


in the manner of SOPHOCLES and EvRIPIDEs, founded on the 
ſtory of CRoxs us, and the taking of Sardis. If thou approveſt it, 
thou mayeſt put it into the hands of Tra: MIS the Mage, who is a 
good poet, and well verſed in their writings. In the mean time, 
ſuffer me to congratulate thee on the honour which will accrue to 
thyſelf, by raiſing the great charaQers of thy country from the tomb 
of time; and on the aſcendant thou wilt gain over thy maſter, by 
inſinuating thoſe leſſons of policy and virtue in the preſence of his 
court and people, which MEGAaByZus ſuggeſted with equal art and 
ſincerity in the cloſet, or the council-chamber. 


CYRUS 


; 
on 
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CYRUS in SARDIS. _. 


SB Broth 


The chorus is compoſed of Sardians, The ſcene lies in CRoxs Us 


The queen appears on the IO CS her anxiety for her 
lord, who went out in the middle of the night .on an alarm from 


the Perſian camp. She prays, that the good fortune, which accom- 


panied Cyrus in the day of THYMBREA, when he totally defeated 
the Lydian army, may fail him before Sardis. A meſſenger enters; | 
relates the taking of the city, CRoksusꝰ 8 danger, his eſcape, t the vio- 
lent effort that cauſed his dumb ſon to ſpeak. The queen recolleQs 
the oracle, which declared, that the young prince ſhould never be 
cured of that natural defect, till the day of his father's misfortunes; | 

is in deſpair; the chorus comforts her, and concludes with reciting 
the change of CRoksus's fortune, deſcribes his extenſive power and 


riches, the confidence repoſed in him by the kings. confederated | 


againſt CyRvs, and the ſteps which led to his ruin, 


We 


CROESUS tend into his palace, comes in ae with the 
different paſſions of fear, indignation, and ſorrow; calls to mind 
ſeveral prodigies; doubts, whether he ſhall yield to the conqueror, 
or, like SARDANAPALUS, take a reſolution to deſtroy himſelf. His 
queen exhorts him to the former. After ſome diſcourſe, he forbids 
her to interpoſe her advice. She withdraws. Cxoksus accuſes the 
| deceit- 
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deceitfulneſs of APOLLO, who ſeduced him, by ambiguous anfwers, L. 
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to croſs the river Halys. The chorus counſels him to ſubmit. They — 


diſpute of reſignation to the gods. The king eagerly inquires after 
the embaſſadors, whom he had ſent with iron fetters to the oracle M. 
in token of the return made him for his religious donations. The 
chorus reproaches him with temerity; aſks him what purpoſe this 
deputation could ſerve. He anſwers, to require an explicit inter- 
pretation of ' the prophecies tranſmitted to him, and to upbraid 
 AeoLLO with ingratitude. Goes out to try what may be done for 
the defence of his citadel and palace. The chorus intreats him not 
to flatter himſelf with fooliſh hopes, ſings « of a vain curioſity into 
future events, and laments the plunder of Sardis, with the various 
injuries to which the fate of war r expoſes its inhabitants. 


FALSE ul. 


Th 


An officer "Wan 7 5 paſſing by the ſtation 47 the hams, i in- 
quires after CRoEsVs, ſaying, that he is commanded with a choſen 
band of ſoldiers to ſeize - his perſon. The chorus prepares reſiſt- 
ance, unwilling to inform him. He uſes threats, and tells them, 
that they are all in the hands of the victor. After a little altercation, 
they dire& him to an apartment in the palace. He goes out, and 
ſoon returns with CRoxsvs bound. The king ſeems ſpeechleſs, 
and in the utmoſt amazement. - The officer acquaints him, he muſt 
be offered as a ſacrifice to the guardian deities of Perſia. He re- 
covers himſelf; at firſt exclaims againſt the cruelty of CyRvus, but 
converſing a little with the chorus, he is ſoftened ; reflects on the 
happy circumſtance of not outliving his proſperity. The chorus parts 
from him affeQionately. He follows the oh. The chorus inſi- 


e nuates, 
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N SEES R nuates, agreeably to an old oracle, that CRoxsvs ſuffers for the ink. 
—— quity of GyGEs his anceſtor; and cloſes with a few ſtrophes on the 


uſe of adverſity to ſubdue the paſſions and n n > under. c 
ſanding, Of POTS, TROL FOR i cer fore eee 
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The queen in confuſion is impatient to know the particularg of 
CRoxsvus's being taken. The chorus extols his magnanimity of be- 
haviour. She ſuggeſts a thouſand indignities, which may have been 
offered him, with many turns of paſſion. One comes in, and tells 
her at large, what has happened at the pyle on which CRogsvs was 
to have been burnt ; mentions the invocation of SOLON, the ſudden 
ſhower that extinguiſhed the flames; informs her, that Cxxus and 
Cxoxsus are moving to the palace, [This ſtory will admit a noble 
deſcription.] The queen rejoices at the interpoſition of the gods in 
favour of the king ; but unable to bear the ſight of the conqueror, 
and doubtful whether he may not puniſh her huſband in another 
manner, reſolves to keep out of the way. The chorus ſings a pas 
negyrick on the wiſdom of SOLON, and vindicates the Juſtice of 
Heaven, which always rewards piety, though late. = 


i AUT... 


| Cynvs appears followed by his chief officers, CRO sbs, and the 
fourteen Lydian youths devoted with him. In entering, he orders 
his attendants to dedicate a tenth of the ſpoils to the god; then he 
turns to CRoksus, who kneels. Cyrus blames him for having . 
broken his alliance unjuſtly, and with hearkening to bad counſellors; 
but forgives and honours him on account of the miracle, which was 
ſeemingly wrought for his preſervation. CRogsUs makes no an- 
ſwer. In the mean while the embaſſador returns from Delphi, who, 
interro- 
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interrogated by Cxxus of his errand, repeats the Pythian prieſteſs s LETTER. 
interpretation of thoſe oracles concerning the mule, and the deſtruc- Gnu 
tion of a mighty empire, by croſſing the river Halys. Crogsvs - 
acknowledges- the fault to be his, in relying on his own ſagacity to 
explain them; declares to Crxus, that he is now arrived at that 
knowledge, of which lie thought himſelf before poſſeſſed, and from 

whence the God told him he ſhould date the period of his happineſs, 
the knowledge of himſelf. Cyrus is warned, from the example of 
Cxoxsvs's fall, to preſerve that temper of mind in proſperity, which 
is uſually learnt from the reverſe of it ; promiſes him ſafety and pro- 
tection; and receives him into confidence. The chorus concludes 
the whole, with praiſing the exploits, the clemency, the character of 
CrRus, as worthy the empire of the world; and wiſhes, that the 
of er not enervate the manners of the Perſians, 
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Pas foirit of philoſophy i is free, ail Ne the -onfront 
ing one opinion with another, that the force of each may 


better be diſcerned, and truth emerge from the compariſon. This 


CLEANDER, can be no offence to friendſhip, ſince it is only the ex. 
erciſe of reaſon. Every man does it in his own breaſt, when he 
leaft thinks of it; he, as it were, divides himſelf, propounds and 
rejects, argues _ confutes ; and, though the point remain unde- 


| termined, the mind is pleaſed with the operation, and wants no per- 


ſuaſion to be reconciled to itſelf. The tranſition is eaſy to the diſ- 
putes of friends, which ſhould be raiſed and laid aſide with as little 


appearance of animoſity, If a difference of ſentiment ariſe betwixt 


thee and me, arguments may remove, or friendſhip e it. 
Jaſſure thee, thy miſtakes have always been ſuch, as I not only 


could bear, but almoſt thought amiable, becauſe they e from 


ſome generous Principle carried a little too far. 


Such were thy thoughts concerning 3 and divination, which 
thou perſuadeſt thyſelf are mere human frauds, the better to vin- 
dicate the divine conduct, and preſcribe narrower bounds to the do- 
minion of AHRIMAN. But it cannot be denied, that certain pre- 


ſages have been fulfilled by very diſtant events, which lay beyond 


the reach of all human foreſight. In anſwer to this thou wilt tell 
me, that innumerable others have never been verified ; and that all 


together they are but mere conjectures, which, like ſeed thrown up 
into 
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inde the air at neck; have the large field of time to fall into, and LETTER 
it is no wonder, if ſome few ſhould come to maturity. Are we 


then to ſuppoſe, that the Bœotians, who are held in contempt for 
their dulneſs, ſhould have been able to carry on ſo gainful a de- 
luſion, and counterfeit inſpiration ſo ſucceſsfully ? Is it to be ima- 
gined, that men, not thought to abound in common ſenſe, ſhould 
daily pronounce ſuch things, as not only paſs upon private men, but 
princes and ſtates, as dictated by the God of wiſdom and eloquence ? 
Ves; thou art convinced this muſt be the truth; for ORoMAsDEs 
will not permit AHRIMAN and his accurſed miniſters, by ambiguous 
anſwers, to lead men into error. If thou ſayeſt ſo, becauſe of the 

ill conſequences of ſuch error, why does he then permit it at all; 
ſince thoſe are the. ſame, whether it ariſe from the impoſition of 
men, or the craft of ARIMANIiUs? But do not men who love 
error deſerve to meet with it? Every wicked man is a lover of error; 
he wiſhes not to ſee truth, which reproaches him, but is attentive to 
any ſoothing falſchood that gives a gloſs to his conduct. If then a 
rapacious monarch, or an ambitious ſtate, would make unreaſonable. 
encroachments upon its neighbours, and wants no more than the 
ſanction of an oracle to juſtify its attempts; does it not deſerve the 
deluſion it ſeeks for, and to be led into ruin (which is commonly 
the event) by ſome ſpecious prodigy or preſage ? This was the very 
caſe of that unfortunate prince of Lydia. When he was brought 
before his conqueror in chains, he apologized for his conduct, in 
that it had been altogether directed by the Delphick oracle. Cyrus 
did not upbraid his royal captive with credulity for ſuppoſing ſuch a 
divining power; but he blamed his confidence in any power, which 
could authorize ambition or avarice, and give countenance to illegal 
invaſions ; things oppoſed by the ſanding oracles of Wyn which 
OxoMasDes has ſet up i in the human mind. 


'$ ; 2 = J cannot, 
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A CUTLER |! J cannot, like thee, doubt the reality of divh ation, 4 1 | 


— — do not think it of great extent. I know the book of fate is in the 
cuſtody of OROMASDES ; ; and that time alone is permitted leiſurely : 
to unfold it to us. Nevertheleſs, we cannot be inſenſible of the na. 


tural ſagacity of evil ſpirits, who may collect many events, Which . 


depend on the regular operations of nature; as a phyſician can fore: 
tel a diſeaſe, or death ſometimes, by certain ſymptoms that are he 
forerunners of them. Thoſe dæmons, therefore, may be allowed to 


foreſee many viciſſitudes of fortune in ſtates, as well as particular per- 


ſons; but when they pretend to reveal theſe things to mortals, they 


do wiſely 1 in wrapping them up in words of ambiguous import, becauſe | 
they can never be certain of what ſtill depends on the will of the L Deity. 


And that this is their practice I make no doubt ; for as the mind is no ; 
ſooner diſpoſed to ſwerve from truth, than it is ſeconded by the ſug- 
geſtions of AHRIMAN, we cannot ſuppoſe he would fail to ſupport | 
| ſo extenſive an inſtrument of error, as the publick oracles of Greece. 
He inſpires a knowledge of ſome hidden truths, the better to pro- 
pagate numerous falſehoods, and eſtabliſh his kingdom among men. 
The end is worthy the ambition of AHRIMAN ;- the means bear all 
the marks of a ſuperior intelligence, which dares contend even with 
the higheſt. And would it not be as impious to ſay, that theſe ſtrong 
deluſions flowed altogether from the operations of the human mind, 
as that external evil took its riſe from the undepraved laws of and 
and the origin deſign of OnOMANDES Y 


Thou knoweſt, . man was 1 the laſt of the divine 

works, the Creator ſpoke thus to AHRIMAN in diſdain : « Be thou 

no longer my competitor ; I have formed one from the duſt of 

« the earth to contend with thee.” Immediately the evil-one called 

together his miniſterial ſpirits : © Obſerve (ſays he) this new ſyſtem, . 

formed from n parts, and therefore capable of diſſolution; 
| cc mix 
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mix and confound the elements of 1 it; blend together ſuch ma- 


«terials as have antipathy betwixt them; and ſearch out the ſeeds Lomnymmn 


« of corruption. If ye cannot ſtop the earth's fertility, pervert it 
to the ruin of its inhabitants.” Inſtantly they divide the taſk ; 


CLIX. 


„ 
F Po 


they pollute the air with unwholeſome vapours; they compreſs 


winds within the caverns of the earth, and kindle ſubterraneous fires, 
which ſhould afterward break through their confinement, to the 


terror and deſtruction of whole cities and provinces. They cheriſhed | 


and gave increaſe to the caterpillar and locuſt ; the baſeſt inſeQs, and 
the moſt hurtful animals, which were intended only to gather the 


refuſe, and waſte fertility of the ground, but now make the culti- 


vation of it neceſſary, and even rob the huſbandman of his labours. 


Theſe dæmons proceeded ſo far, as to impregnate the vaſt body of 


waters with ſalts, that, inſtead of allaying the thirſt, they might in- 


creaſe it. But here the heavenly ſpirits interpoſed ; they ſaved the 


ſprings and the rivers, and ſet themſelves upon all the counterworks 


of benevolence. 


AnRIMAN was thus ls in his career; but he had a 8 
ous engine ſtill in reſerve. © As Muc, ſaid he, (who is the moſt 


« malignant and inſinuating ſpirir of his train,) do thou inſpire man 


with error.” This was the moſt fatal attack, which only the wiſe 
and virtuous.can ſuſtain ; an evil, from which the benign ſpirits of 


heaven cannot forcibly relieve us, without an injury to our nature. 


Hence it rages uncontrouled, and men themſelves. become the in- 


ſtruments to propagate it, and accomplices with AHRIMAN ; but 
above all, thoſe are his miniſters, his publick votaries, and avowed 


prieſts, who attend his ſhrines for the ſpirit of divination, receive his 
influence in dreams, and vend his deluſive oracles. Farewel. 
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B'. me arrival of Ape (who h hath mak fan ray lade 


in his journey) with your diſpatches, we were freed is | 
Ros that uncertainty and expectation, which have given us many 


uneaſy moments, ſince we firſt heard that a negotiation was ſet on 
foot at Athens with ſuch probability of ſucceſs. As the affair, has 
ended, we admire the critical juncture in which you received your 


Inſtructions, and much more your abilities and dexterity in the ſafe | 


and effectual management of ſo nice and intricate a buſineſs. The 
ſenſe our maſter has of the important ſervice you have thereby done 


the empire, is beſt ſet forth in a royal mandate, which was imme. 


diately ſent to P1SUTHNEs, directing him to aſſign the annual re- 
venues of three large villages near Sardis for the perpetual main- 

tenance of CLEANDER the Epheſian, and his heirs, in conſider- 
« ation, as well of his extraordinary merits, as of ſome remark- 


„ able ſervices he has performed at the hazard of his ſafety ; the 


e memory of which (adds the order) will live for ever in the chro- 
« nicles of Perſia.” Even ſome, who hitherto have not ſhewn 
themſelves your friends, are not deficient in doing you juſtice on 
this occaſion. What then, my CLEANDER, doft thou think is the 
behaviour of thoſe who love and eſteem thee, who have protected 


| thee from calumny, and anſwered for thy fidelity and reſolution to 


the face of thy enemies? Let me appeal to thine own heart, how 


thou canft | imagine mine was affected on this event? I am ſure no 


words 
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and the W account. 


. 1 e any new matter, give me leave to ſay a little 


with regard to the apprehenſions you ſeem to be under, after having. 


meddled in ſo dangerous an intrigue, and your earneſt defire to be 


recalled. As to the firſt of theſe points, thou mayeſt be extremely | 


| ſecure, that a ſecret of this nature is intruſted to very few ears. To 


deal plainly with thee, only two of the king's miniſters beſides 


myſelf are acquainted with it; and care is taken, that the corre- 
ſpondence e relating to this buſineſs ſhall not be regiſtered in the ar- 


chives, till a proper ſeries of years be elapſed, when poſterity may 


benefit by the example, and the perſons of thoſe concerned be re- 
moved from the reach of danger. Nor can I think that CLEROx, 


in order to ſacrifice thee at any time to the reſentment of the Athe- 
nians ; particularly if thou art careful in managing his capricious 
humour, and' ſoothing his vanity. As to the ſecond point, the king 


directed me to tell you, that your experience. in the affairs of Greece 
is ſo neceſſary for his ſervice at this juncture, that he cannot think 


of your return home; but that he will, however, endeavour to ren- ; 
der your employment as ſecure as poſſible, by ſending you a private 


commiſſion, ſealed with his own ſignet, to be his agent at Athens, 
to which, he believes, that ſtate will, in caſe of any accident, pay 


ſome reſpect. For my own part, I am perſuaded thy zeal for thy 


maſter's ſucceſs, and thy ſubmiſſion to his pleaſure, will not permit 


thee to repine at a delay, which thy love for retirement may, per- 


haps, think likely to prove a long one. One thing I can aſſure thee, 
that ſince thou art ſo much bent upon a private life, I will endeavour 


erous he may naturally be, will-loſe 
the advantages he has reaſon to expect from the king's friendſhip, | 


to 
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to er an end to t thy miniſterial capacity, the moment ba am — 
it will be no detriment to the . e SN as 85 


ET 3 3 


The n e of the marine have, at laſt, ſettled! ap cet: ; 


of a commercial treaty with PYTHON, who has ſent it by an expreſs 
to Athens for the ratification of the aſſembly. I encloſe a copy -f; it * 


for thy private uſe. Thou wilt obſe 


that the ſum ſtipula 


reparation of damages i is not a large one; but it is a ee ac 3 


knowledgment on the part of the republick, that. 


tures were unwarrantable, . and is as much as we 


inſiſt upon; for it will always be found impoſſible, in ares . 


this nature, when two ſtates negotiate on equal terms, to 
pretenſions of particular perſons, which are uſually 20 


extravagant rate, without giving up points of a more national con- 


ing or altering of it will overturn the whole affair. 


ſettling the privileges, and regulating the behaviour ol Na ; a i 


cern. I believe the clauſes, which relate to the confir 


traders in our ports, and the Phoenician and Xgyptia rchants in 
theirs, will meet with general approbation, as ba em al y. benes 
ficial and fair for all parties. But there is one article, which. may bp 
prove of a more difficult digeſtion, as it interferes with the private 
gains of their ſea-captains, and muſt therefore be ſtrenuouſſy main- 
tained by us; and the king has declared to Pyr HONG that the. . 


The carport. of the os to 8 I ha is, that thi 55 ? e- 
nian gallies ſhall not viſit our trading veſſels, within any grea 
diſtance than two leagues. of an enemy's port ; and chen the 


manding officer ſhall call for and examine the e $ bill of hee 


and paſs from the præfect of the marine, to which he ſhall give en- 


tire credit; and in caſe he finds any ed commodities, as a 


Ar LETTER — wi _ 
. ammunition, on board, they alone ſhall bestes and the LETTER _ 


ſhip e to ne on its eee Mage, e deat or mo- e 
This Ge goes to a, root cl for many ot 5 4 nd : ; 
is ſo agreeable to natural Juſtice, [and the law of nations, that I am 3 


perſuaded you need no arguments I can furniſh you with, to defend — 
it againſt any objections which CL EON can make to it. You muſt | Ss "0g 

exert all your influence, and all the weight of the king? s authority, . 
to procure his intereſt and concurrence towards obtaining the Z 


cation of an article, which i is Jokes mins: here as che baſis and 
ground-work. of the whole. 


1 will add nothing furker o on "this 8 than that Ec overtures 
ſhould be thrown out of mixing any. matters in this treaty, but ſuch 
as have been already brought into diſpute, you muſt put an abſ olute 


negative upon them, and * that a e of that nature would 
be oe il reſented here. | 


: ES am not at all 3 thug the x news "of 0 our treating with _ 

Spartan embaſſadors gave an alarm at Athens. By this time it will | 
be over; but I think CLzon very ill grounded, in repreſenting i ER :- 

a breach of faith in us to treat with their enemies, when he knows. 

| what difficulties would have attended a cloſer alliance with Athens, | 5 
and how much the king has reaſon to reſent ſeveral proceedings of EE 
his countrymen. - Upon the whole, I think with vou, that his 5 
warmth was rather affected than real; and that he is too ſtrongly ata 
tached to his own intereſt, to part in haſte with the protection nd 
ſupport which it is in the king's power to afford him in any reverſe 
of fortune. Upon. his return from his expedition, you may acquaint 5 A 
him, that the conferences with the Lacedæmonians are entirely - - EG 

ven, fn. ddoſed; 


— 


32 


hs 12 R cloſed ; that it would have bear want of common rel ect tour „ 
wle Spartan republick, not to have given a fair hearing, * leaſt; mY * 


N 


5 
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what their embaſſadors had to lay before us; but that their offers | 
were fo unreaſonable, that the king could not be perſuaded "= 


unite his arms againſt a ftate, for which (however ill-adviſed to- 


wards him their conduct had lately been) he ſtill preſerv * ha ; 


ſhare of eſteem and confidence. You may add, that it will now be 
his own fault, if he does not ſhew by his actions, that he is ſincere 


in his wiſhes to effect a nearer connexion with Perſia. And for his | 
farther encouragement to labour in fo good a work, you may affure 
him, that there is at prefent nothing in agitation to their prejudice 


with, the Lacedæmonians, or any other of their enemies. In f ſhort, | 


the whole drift of your diſcourſe muſt be, to engage him to enter 
into a debate with you on ſome particular propoſals for a treaty, 3 


which, if you can ſettle between yourſelves, may afteryards be 
moved in the fenate, as a proper ground-work for a negotiation at 


Suſa the enſuing winter. But you muſt always inſiſt upon the re- | 
| peal of the two articles in CimoN's peace (fo often mentioned) as 


a condition, without which the king will hearken to nothing. With 
regard to the proportion of ſuccours on both ſides, you muſt fol- 
low, as nearly as may be, the project delivered in by the King's 
commiſſioners to the Spartan embaſſadors, a copy of which was con- 


| tained in my laſt diſpatch. One caution it is neceſſary you ſhould | 


be appriſed of, which is, that in your tranſactions with CL RON you 
are to preſs the bringing of theſe propoſitions to ſome maturity, 
with more or leſs eagerneſs, according to the advices you ſhall re- 


ceive from ARTAPHERNES of his ſucceſs at Sparta; for the king 


ſtill perſiſts in his intentions to declare in favour of that republick, as 


the leſs dangerous rival to Perſia, if terms, in any degree advan- 


tageous, can be obtained. That Satrap will, in a few days, ſet for- 
ward on his embaſſy; he intends to croſs the Helleſpont at Abydus, 
. 5 ind 
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and from hence purſue his journey through Thrace, rr. 0 


and from thence you may judge the tendeney of his inſtructions. 
Wheneme. he informs you that he finds no diſpoſition in the Lace- 


prejudicial to the intereſts of Athens, which is now forming : 


the chiefs of the allies; no leſs a one, than to deprive them of their 
colonies in Thrace. We are very well aſſured, that meaſures are 


now concerting . under-hand to march a body of forces into that 


country next ſpring, under the command of BaasiDas. A pri- 


vate agent from Sparta is actually at the court of Macedon, endea- 
pouring to detach PERDIc ASG from his alliance with the Athe- 


nians, to which that prince is not very averſe, as he perceives their 
garriſons in Thrace are at preſent in a weak condition. A party 
is likewiſe ready at Amphipolis to throw off the Athenian govern= 
ment, as ſoon as they ſee an army in the field ready to ſupport them 
in the attempt. The diſcovery of theſe important circumſtances, 
accompanied i in the king's name with an offer of aſliſtance, when- 


ever the Athenians are attacked in thoſe quarters, muſt convince 


them (or nothing can) that it is in the king's power, as well by his | 


intelligence, as his ſtrength, to prove a very valuable ally to them, if 
they will but contribute towards . him in their intereſts. 


As the king is Toy ſenſible, chat whatever outward turn things 


take between hien and the republick of Athens, it will be highly im- 


portant to have a ſecret friend in their councils ; he refers it entirely 


to your prudence to offer CLeoN from him an annual gratification, 
in ſuch a proportion, as as ſhall make him entirely ours; and he will 
a perform any terms you ſhall engage for. 


＋ 1 2 I have 


LETTER 
Theſſaly, and Bœotia, into Peloponneſus. I have encloſed the lett ter * 8 
from the king to the Lacedæmonians, of Which he is the bearer; | 


lians to comply with his offers, the king gives you leave in 
| that extremity, and not elſe, to inform CI RON of a deſign greatly 
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LETTER - 18 have now, CIEAND RR, traced out the chief outs our. 
CLX. | 
— — condud; both as: it particularly relates to Athens, and as it is con- 5 
nected with ARTAPHERNES's negotiation at Sparta. Moſt of the - 
finiſhing ſtrokes muſt be left to your joint judgments i in the ſcene of 
1 action. The king thinks he may ſecurely truſt the moſt eſſential 
3 ES intereſts of his crown and empire in the hands of two miniſters, 
| - whoſe abilities, 3 and _ he has 0 often . 
| Farewel. "ie ey 
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AkTAxEI RXES 70 the King, Senate and People of the Lacedemonians 5 


Ir has been our conſtant endeavour, during the whey: od of 
| our reign, not only to adhere ſteadily to the alliances, i in which 
we engage ourſelves with foreign powers, but to ſtrengthen” thoſe 
bands of amity by cloſer ties with thoſe, who at any time expreſs 
their good diſpoſitions towards our perſon and empire. Much 
more do we think ourſelves indiſpenſably obliged to protect our 
weak allies from the encroachments of aſpiring neighbours, and to | 
make uſe of that power wherewith ORoMAsDEs hath bleſſed uh, 
not wrongfully to ſeize and lay waſte the dominions of other princes, 
but, as far as in us lies, to repreſs the 1 injurious, and relieve the diſ- 
treſſed. Upon theſe principles we have conſtantly afforded an ho- 
ſpitable reception to the different miniſters you have ſent to our court, 
and given a full and impartial hearing to the complaints which they 
have communicated to us in your name, and in that of your allies, 
of the uſurpations and arbitrary proceedings of the Athenians, the 
neceſſity you thought yourſelves under to declare war againſt them, 
and your deſire, that we ſhould aſſiſt you in reſtoring the balance of 
power in Greece, and ſecuring the independency of every. ſtate. 
But we take this ne of m en to you, that we have 


found - 
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found theſe accounts ſo varying ad ſo different from the is L ETT TER 
given of the ſame facts by the Athenians, that it has been impoſſible — 
for us to determine on which ſide the truth and equity of the cms - 
lay ; and we truſt no conſideration whatever ſhall engage us to dra a 
the ſword, but on juſt and reaſonable grounds. Your embaſſadors, ERR . 
beſides, have not agreed on the conceſſions they were at liberty to Os. 4 
grant us, though the queſtion concerned indiſputable rights, derived 
to us from the foundation of our monarchy, which were by violence 
extorted from us, and to which, by the bleſſing of ORoMASDES, | ; 
whilſt we poſſeſs one. foot of this extended empire, we are deter- 
mined to preſerve our claim. For theſe and other motives we have, 5 
by the advice of our ſeven counſellors, diſpatched to you the ſatrap 
ARTAPHERNES, one of that number, to receive any propoſals and 
accounts you ſhall think fit to lay before us, to acquaint you in return = 
with o our intentions, and to bring back to us your determinate and . 1 : | \ 
final reſolution. He has been employed in the weightieſt matters E . 
ſtate by our royal father and ourſelves; and both by his birth, ca- 
pacity, and ſervices, i is entitled to the moſt honourable reception you 
can beſtow. And we aſſure you, that whatever marks of regard you 
ſhall expreſs on his account, ſhall be conſidered as the mi 
proofs you can give of your reſpect towards us, and of your a 
fection to che general welfare of our eee 
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Tens is no prejudice n more frequent, Cranes, n nor at the | 
ſame time more unjuſt or ungenerous, than that we are apt to 
conceive againſt the characters of thoſe who have been active in 


oppoſition to us, either on national or on perſonal accounts. The 
moſt conſummate abilities and integrity, in ſuch circumſtances, are 
never ſecure from the moſt virulent reproach ; and the partiality i 
of mankind, as it often beſtows reputation for ridiculous or abſurd 
reaſons, ſo it denies it for ſelf-interefted or falſe ones. Thus preca- | 
rious is the good opinion of the world; thus na the 


paſſion for it 


I am led into theſe thoughts by 1 . to me the other 
day, as I was ſurveying the temple of MINERVA CHALCIZCUS in 
this city. © Pray, (ſaid I to my companion,) did not AR18T0- 
« MENES, the Meſſenian, dedicate a ſhield here to the goddels, 1 with 
« an inſcription ſignifying it was taken from the Spartan ſpoils?” 
It ſurprized me a good deal to find him backward ir anſwering a 


queſtion of meer heedleſs curioſity, which, I declare to thee, car- 


ried no other meaning in it, than the words imported. I do not 


| & ſee any ſuch ornament (continued I, with my former inadvert- 


* ence) among the offerings.” © No, (cried my grave friend,) 
* it would have been a diſgrace to Sparta, and an injury to Mi- 


 * NERVA, not to have deſtroyed the ſmalleſt memorial of that re- 
| © bel's vanity.” The . of rebel beſtowed on one, whoſe fa- 


mily 
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mily bad been royal, while Meſſenia was a kingdom, and the i impu- 


tation of vanity on him, who was an unaffected lover of his country. 


and the humbleſt of all great men in his general deportment, made 
ſuch an impreſſion on me, that I could have been very eloquent in 
his defence, if the place and ſeaſon would have permitted it, or the 
man had been capable of feeling it. At laſt I determined in my 
own mind, to appeal from the narrow and opinionated underſtand- 
ing of a Lacedzmonian, to the enlarged and penetrating judgment 
of CLEANDE R. Perhaps you may think, that a ſpirit of extreme 
good nature, or ſurly contradiction, has drawn me into an unrea- 
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F 


ſonable panegyrick; ; and if you have heard but little of the hiſtory | 


of this extraordinary genius, or unfavourably of it, you may ima- 


gine, that while other people unite in admiring Tuxszus, CxrxU 8, 
LEONIDAS, or THEMISTOCLES, I would earneſtly contend for an 


hero of my own chufing, for a portrait of my own painting. But 


beſeech you to * theſe * Pre judices, at 1 to ſuſpend them 
for : a moment. 


3 


The Meſſenians are a kde of the beſt natural ſenſe and courage 


I have ever been acquainted with, and even in flay ery give continual 


proofs of their capacity for enjoying liberty, as well as the Juſtice of 


their claim to it. I have converſed with many of them, who are 
deſcended of a noble race, and are ſo haraſſed by the Spartans, as 
to be conſtrained to the drudgery of Helots. Under all theſe op- 


preſſions they ſtill retain a magnanimity, which may break out one 


day or other to the ruin of this ſtate. They reſpect the memory of 


ARISTOMENES as much as their maſters can deteſt it, and are care- 
ful to inform their youth in all the circumſtances of his life and 
actions, that, when a fair opportunity offers, they may be excited 
to an emulation of him. For this reaſon they celebrate his birth- 
day with 3 Joy, — at the ſame time, the unhappy iſſue of his 


endeavours. | 
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Iz is no prejudice more frequent, CiranvuR, nor at the | 
ſame time more unjuſt or ungenerous, than that we are apt to 


conceive againſt the characters of thoſe who have been active in 
oppoſition to us, either on national or on perſonal accounts. The 
moſt conſummate abilities and integrity, in ſuch circumſtances, are 


never ſecure from the moſt virulent reproach ; and the partiality 


of mankind, as it often beſtows reputation for riciculous or abſurd 


reaſons, ſo it denies i it for ſelf-interefted or falſe ones. Thus preca- 
rious is the good opinion of the world ; thus eee the 
Py for it! | 


I am led into theſe thoughts by what 3 to me * other 
day, as I was ſurveying the temple of MINERVA CHALCIZECUS | in 
this city. © Pray, (faid I to my companion,) did not AkIs ro- 
« ME NES, the Meſſenian, dedicate a ſhield here to the goddeſs, with 
« an inſcription ſignifying it was taken from the Spartan ſpoils?” 
It ſurprized me a good deal to find him backward in anſwering a 


queſtion of meer heedleſs curioſity, which, I declare to thee, car- 


ried no other meaning in it, than the words imported. I do not 


« ſee any ſuch ornament (continued I, with my former inadvert- 


* ence) among the offerings.” No, (cried my grave friend,) 
it would have been a diſgrace to Sparta, and an injury to Mi- 
* NERVA, not to have deſtroyed the ſmalleſt memorial of that re- 


A bel's vanity.” The _ of rebel beſtowed on one, whoſe fa- 


mily 
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ily bad been royal, while Meſſenia was a kingdom, and the impu- j LETTER | _ = 
tation of vanity on him, who was an unaffected lover of his country, — ä 
and the humbleſt of all great men in his general deportment, made ä 
ſuch an impreſſion on me, that I could have been very eloquent =_— * 
his defence, if the place and ſeaſon would have permitted it, or the „ 
man had been capable of feeling it. At laſt I determined in my „ 7 
own mind, to appeal from the narrow and opinionated underſtandGdGdGd. 8 
ing of a Lacedzmonian, to the enlarged and penetrating judgment ". 
of CLEANDER. Perhaps you may think, that a ſpirit of extreme 5 oO 
good nature, or furly contradiction, has drawn me into an unrea- 5 £ „ | ” 
ſonable panegyrick ; ; and if you have heard but little of the hiſtory | 
of this extraordinary genius, or unfavourably of it, you may ima- 
gine, that while other people unite in admiring Tazszvs, Cyrus, 
LEONIDAS, or THEMISTOCLES, I would earneſtly contend for an 13 1 un 
hero of my own chufing, for a portrait of my own painting. = _— 
I beſeech you to . theſe 3 judices, at I to e them, 1 . 
for : a moment. 1 


a > 0 
« ; . 
% 


The Meſſenians are a ere of the beſt natural ſenſe and courage 
I have ever been acquainted with, and even in flavery give continual 
proofs of their capacity for enjoying liberty, as well as the juſtice of 
their claim to it. I have converſed with many of them, who are . 
deſcended of a noble race, and are ſo haraſſed by the Spartans, as OT 
to be conſtrained to the drudgery of Helots. Under all theſe op- 
preſſions they till retain a magnanimity, which may break out one 
day or other to the ruin of this ſtate. They reſpect the memory a. 
| ArISTOMENES as much as their maſters can deteſt it, and are care- 
ful to inform their youth in all the circumſtances of his life and 
actions, that, when a fair opportunity offers, they may be excited 
to an emulation of him. For this reaſon they celebrate his birth- 1 
day with Joy, n at the ſame türe, the unhappy iſſue of his 1 
endeavours. e | 
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LE ETTE R endeavours. About forty years after the entire adele of TY 


CLXI. 


naa, (when the inhabitants were annually conſtrained to bring half | 


the produce of their lands to Sparta, and to attend, without any 


: * Liftin&ion of age or ſex, at the funeral of the Lacedzmonian. Kings 
and ſenators,) in the thirty-fourth Olympiad, ARIS r OMENES ſhone 
out to the honour of his country, and of human kind. With every | 
good quality, that could engage the attention of his. fellows, and 
every improvement, that the ſtrength and quickneſs of his parts, 
though little cultivated, could acquire, he raiſed a ſpirit in the people 
of Meſſenia, and, as ſoon as it was ripe for a revolt, communicated | 
his deſigns to the Arcadians. They were old allies of the Meſſenians , 


had ſent them aids in their former wars againſt the Spartans, and 
received the intimation with pleaſure. ARISTOMENES loft no time; 


he put himſelf at the head of ſuch troops;as he could bring together, 
and, with equal intrepidity and ſkill, ſtood his ground againſt the 
enemy. His little army entitled him their king, but he fotbad them 


to give him any name, except that of general. And though it is 


affirmed, that he ſhewed amazing inſtances of his military genius 


in the firſt battle near Deræ, yet he was ſo induſtrious in diſtinguiſh- | 


ing the merit of inferior officers, and imputing the victory to them, 


that he at once removed all envy from himſelf, and inſpired. his ſol- 
diers with new vigour. Immediately after this he came to Sparta 
by night, and gave his ſhield to MIN ERVA, praying for the pro- 
ſperity of an injured people. The Lacedzmonians in the mean 
time conſulted the oracle, doubtful of the event, on which both their 


| honour and ſecurity depended. They were ordered to ſeck a general 


from Athens. The Athenians commiſſioned the blind poet and ſchool- 
maſter TYRTAEvUs to go to them, in contempt of this requeſt, as well 

as in conſummation of the oracle. They thought nobody could aſſiſt 
them leſs, at a ſeaſon when they never wanted a commander more. 


But the conjecture of that Jealous republick was a miſtaken one. 
| | 5 8 
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It is faid, the extended of Trxrazvs rouſed Fe 000 01 the Spare L 2 

tans; and that they were not ſo much indebted to the experience — 

and conduct of their officers, as to the fire and numbers of his 

poetry. For my own part, I have always looked upon this part of - 

the ſtory as fabulous; ſince the neceſſity of the times muſt operate 

more ſtrongly on the minds of that brave and illiterate people, than 5 — 
the raptures of the fineſt verſe; and becauſe in fact it c 0 
TYRTAEUS neither retarded the progrels, nor prevented the vic- | FO 
tories of ARISTOMENES. : It would be endleſs to recite the diffi- 
culties this great man ſtruggled through; the complete triumphs he 
gained; the ſeveral acts of perſonal valour he performed ; the turn 
that fortune took at laſt in favour of the Spartans ; the diſperſion of 
many exiled Meſſenians into different parts of the world; the co- 
lonies they founded; and, after all, the tranquillity, with which he = 
cloſed the evening of his days at NOTES in the n, of his fon-- ” „ 
n DEMAGETUS.. 67 8 1 _ == 


| There are, however, two or * 8 of his life, which th 
ſerve a particular enlargement. During the courſe of the war, he 
frequently made excurſions into Laconia, with ſmall bodies of men, 
and one day fell into an ambuſh, which might probably have put an 
end to his life, and been fatal to the liberties of his countrymen. 
He had no leſs than half the troops of Lacedæmon to encounter, 
which he did with ſurpriſing dexterity and preſence of mind; but 
in the middle of the engagement he was ſtunned. to the ground by 
a ſtone aimed at him from a fling, and fifty of his men were taken 
priſoners with him. The Spartans ſoon determined what to do with. 
them ; and accordingly they were all thrown into. a deep cave, not 
as honourable enemies, but rebellious traitors. All his companions 
were killed in the fall: he alone eſcaped; the guardian deity of 
Meſſene protected a life ſo important to the -Intereſts of his native 

vor „. | v v | Place. 
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place. He lay there three days on. the dead heaps. of his Hie 


covered round in his garments, and expected a lingering death with : 


his uſual magnanimity. On the third day he was waked out of 


a gentle ſleep by a noiſe he heard, that cauſed. him to riſe and 


look about him. He ſaw a fox coming in through a ſmall paſſage 
to prey upon the carcaſſes. When it ſtood within his reach, he ſud- 


denly caught hold of its tail, and as it offered to bite him, put he 


cloak into its mouth. Then he ſuffered the creature to drag him 
through the narrow way, and after ſome time finding the light to 
come in, let it go, and got out of the dungeon, to the inconceiyable . 
joy of the Meſſenians. Thou ſeeſt this ſtory is rather to the credit 
of his good fortune, than of his virtue; but nah next is a memo 
rable inſtance of the laſt. 


Some virgins 4 Cary were employed | in ceremonies oy nigh : 
duty to DIANA. ARISTOMENES, with one of his foraging parties, 
took them, becauſe he thought the price of their ranſom would be 
conſiderable, as they were of rich and noble families. In their way 


to Andania, where his reſidence was, they lay one night in a petty 


village. His comrades, heated with wine and luſt, offered great 
rudeneſſes to them, and attempted to violate their chaſtity. The 
confuſion this occaſioned alarmed him, and he went immediately | 
amongſt them; but perceiving that neither his arguments nor autho- 


rity had any weight, he drew his ſword, ſtabbed the moſt furious 
with his own hand, marked the reſt with infamy, and aſſerted the 


honour of the women ; ſo great was the ſeverity of his manners, 
and ſuch were his exalted notions of continence. Nor was the 
lenity of ARISTOMENES inferior to his juſtice. After the enemy 
had taken Ira, and were plundering it, (which was a fatal blow to 
the Meſſenians,) this unwearied general choſe five hundred men out 
of his army, and determined to attack Sparta itſelf in the night. 
8 He 
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He propoſed it to the Arcadians and their king. Three bunks L 11 TE R 
offered themſelves on the ſpot, and the ſcheme was agreed to. But 83 


the execution of .it was deferred till the next day, becauſe the au- 
ſpices were not favourable. By that time the king had betrayed it 
to ANAXIMANDER, the Spartan; and while his anſwer was return- 
ing, ſome perſons, who ſuſpected the import of the packet, ſeized 


it in the very hands of the meſſenger, and laid it before an aſſembly | 
of the people. The Arcadians, on a ſhort deliberation, reſolved to 
ſtone their prince, and after executing the ſentence with their on 
hands, treated the body in the moſt i ignominious manner. As they 
were proceeding | to this extremity, they intreated the Meſſenians to 
aſſiſt them. The looks of the whole croud were fixed on ARIS To- 


MEN ES, in eager expectation of his commands. He ſaid nothing, 
turned his eyes on the ground, and burſt into tears. 


Dot thou think, Ges © FE FIR recorded. the 


action of this man, a poet ſung his praiſes, or the theatre of his glory 


proved nobler and more extended, that ſuch virtues had ever been 


confined to the knowledge and admiration of the Meſſenians, or the 
envy and detraction of the Spartans? Would not his name have 


been aro ranked in all nations among the firſt heroes of an- 
tiquity, and his character placed in competition, unfortunate as he 


was, with the e deliverers of mankind ? Ft 
— rap 5 2 
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Hov mayeſt remember, erate. Mage, that | in hs. account | 
which I gave thee of a converſation I had with“ Socraras 


on the banks of the river Iliſſus, I expreſſed ſome regret, that : ; 


could not then engage him in a deeper diſcuſſion of one principle, | 

which he aſſerted with an air of the fulleſt perſuaſion, that of the 
immortality of the ſoul. I need not tell thee, with what impatience 
I waited for an opportunity to learn his intire ſentiments upon 2 

ſubj ect of ſuch importance. This ſatisfaction I obtained yeſterday, | 
upon a very ſolemn occaſion ; and his diſcourſe has filled my mind 
with ſo agreeable a proſpect of futurity, that it would be ungenerous 


to confine within my own breaſt the light he has diffuſed over a 


doctrine, which it is ſo highly the intereſt of every good man, as 
well as ſo worthy the attributes of the great OROMASDE 8, bac 
be true. | 8 


Ax1ocnvs , a friend of mine, conſiderable for his rank in this 
city, but ſtill more ſo for his integrity and amiable qualities, being 
ſeized with a "oy dangerous dikemper, I went to pay him a viſit; ; 


* See Letter lii. 7 

+ See the third dialogue of Zacumns, the Socratick lat publiſhed Ry 
Monſieur LE CLerc, 1711, in 8v0. PraryNicus, cited by PxoT1vs, in his Biblio- 
theca, cod. clviii, tells us, that theſe dialogues, and others which are loſt, were 
aſcribed by ſome to SocraTEs himſelf. However, it is allowed that TschixxSs was a 
faithful reporter of that philoſopher's doctrine; whereas PL Aro, on the other hand, 
indulged his own fancy, and publiſhed many things under SocraTrs's name, which, 
it is certain, he never ſaid. Vide ARIS TIp. Oration. Platon. p. 367. edit. Canteri. 


and, 


CC 
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: a to my great ſurprize,: Found his ada as difordered as ; his hots 
from the apprehenſion of inſtant death, which, under the confuſion 
of thought occaſioned by the ſeverity of his diſeaſe, appeared to him 
nothing leſs than the abſolute extinction of his being. In this view, 


even the conſciouſneſs of a long courſe of years ſpent in the practice | 


of the moſt diffuſive benevolence, could give him no adequate conſola- 
tion; and the dread of ſinking into nothing, to which human nature 
has a natural and unconquerable reluctance, rendered this laſt ſcene 


of the good man's life very unſuitable to the WE and 8 8 of 


all _ former. 


es . 
44 OE g 


Cuunas, his ſon, moved with this EOS requeſted SocraTEs 
to viſit his father, and to ſhew the advantage of true philoſophy in a 

circumſtance, which, of all others, moſt requires the ſolid ſupports of 
reaſon. SOCRATES entered ſoon after I came to Axlochus, and 
began to diſpel his fears of death, as of the final period of our exiſt- 
ence, with an uncommon force of argument, and energy of ex- 
preſſion. © The powers and perfections of the human ſoul (faid he) 
« are an invincible demonſtration of its divine and immortal nature. 
For it could not have raiſed itſelf to ſuch an exalted height in ex- 


cc 
= 


* brute creatures, though far ſuperior to our own, to paſs over ſeas, 


build cities, found commonwealths, contemplate the heavens, view 
the revolutions of the ſtars, the courſes of the ſun and moon, their 


ee 


cc 


their former ſtate, the equinoxes and ſolſtices, the ſignifications 


of the pleiades concerning winter and ſummer, the winds and 
deſcents of ſhowers, and the unſeaſonable ſtorms and whirl- 
winds; and to foretel for ever, by certain rules, what ſhall happen 


in the natural world : theſe things, I ſay, the ſoul could never do, 
unleſs it were really -poſleſſed of a divine — by which it can 


cc 


* 


cc 


CC 


_ ecuting the greateſt affairs, ſo as to deſpiſe the ſtrength even of 


riſings and ſettings, their eclipſes and immediate reſtoration to 
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| extend its knowledge to ſo amazing a degree, and eb | 
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within its view the whole compaſs of nature. It is impoſſible, 
therefore, that ſuch a being, allied to, and reſembling the Deity I 


itſelf, ſhould ceaſe to exiſt, by any change made in the body, or 


even by the total diſſolution of it. No, Ax1o0c nus, you will not 
fink into the abyſs of oblivion and non-exiſtence, but be raiſed to 

a ſtate of immortality ; ; nor will any of your rational delights be 
taken from you, but you will enjoy them more un Your 
pleaſures will have no tincture of this - mortal body, but always 2 
continue pure and unallayed. When you are aeg from 
this priſon, you wil. be tranſlated to a world, where there is nei- 
ther labour, nor ſorrow, nor the infirmities and decays of age. 


You will enjoy there a ſtate of tranquillity and freedom from all 


evil; and be enabled to' contemplate nature, and ſtudy philoſo- 


; hs; not for the ſake of the multitude and the publick, but out 


of regard to ns alone, and 15 ſatisfaction reſulting f rom "00 
purſuit of it.“ f 


Ax1 ochus, Soak wh the charms of this Hicourls” cried out, 
You have drawn me over, SOCRATES, to your opinion. Tam 


now diſengaged from my former weakneſs, and am become a new 
man. I am now no longer fearful of death, but ambitious of it, 
and impatient for it.” © I congratulate you, (replied SOCRATES,) 
upon your conviction of this noble principle; a principle of the 
higheſt advantage to us through all the circumſtances of life, but 
moſt eminently ſo in the ſituation you are in. And now, if you 
have the curioſity to hear a more particular deſcription of the other 
ſtate, I will give it you, as it was repreſented to me by GOBRYAS 


the Mage. He told me, that, at the time of XERxES“s expedition 


into Europe, his grandfather, who was of the ſame name with _ 


himſelf, being ſent to Delos, in order to ſecure that iſland, learned 


« there, 


ATHENIAN LETTERS. „ 
« there, from certain b6olk of braſs brought by Opis and aan 

« gys from the Hyperboreans, that the ſoul, after it is freed fror 
the body, goes into an inviſible place beneath the earth, the realm | 

« of PLUTO. The Porch of Life, which leads to the palace of the 

00 monarch, is fortified with iron bolts and bars, beyond which lie 

« the rivers Acheron and Cocytus ; ; and beyond them the Plain of 

« Truth, where fit the judges. Minos and RHADAMANTHUS. 255 15 
Theſe examine every one who comes, what manner of life he has 
3 led in this mortal ſtate; and it is impoſſible for him to return a 

« falſe anſwer. Whoever therefore has followed the impulſes of his 

„good genius in this life, is placed in the ſeats of the good and 

« pious. Here the air is always tempered with the gentle beams of 
their own ſun; the ſeaſons produce all their ſores with un- 
4 hounded profuſion. Here the mountains flow with the moſt 
e limpid ſtereams, the meadows ſmile with all the variety of beau- : 
„ tiful flowers. Here are ſchools of philoſophers, theatres of 
poets, and the moſt elegant concerts of muſick and dancing. In 
ſhort, here are all the bliſsful ſcenes of immortal happineſs, and 
“ undiſturbed eaſe and tranquillity. But, on the other hand, who- . 
ever has led a vicious life, is hurried away by the furies through 
e Tartarus into Erebus and Chaos. There is the ſeat of the i impious, 
e the pitchers of DANavs's daughters, which are never filled, the 
« everlaſting thirſt of TANTALUs, Tityous with his bowels ever 
conſuming, and Sisvynus rolling up the ſtone with endleſs and 
unavailing labour. In a word, here the wicked are tortured with 
all the forms of puniſhment to all eternity. This is the account 
which I heard from GoBrYAs: you, Axlochus, may paſs what 
« judgment you pleaſe upon it. For I only know this from the un- 
<« erring principles of reaſon, that the ſoul is immortal - and that the 
„good habits which it has contracted in this world, will prove the 
4 ſource of the moſt refined happineſs to it in the future. Reſt 

« therefore 
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2 or below, you muſt be happy, ſince you have lived virtuouſly,? 


„ 
— 


« How, SOCRATES, ſhall I expreſs my gratitude (rejoined Ars ; 


„ OCHUS)? Thou haft more than reſtored: me to life; thou haſt 
% raiſed me to, immortality. I ſhall now wait with pleaſure that 
criſis, which you have taught me to conſider as the birth of a new 


WV, and nobler DAE of exiſtence.” 


Venerable In ERDIS, I n home ful of See of the 


ſupreme wiſdom .and goodneſs of OROMAS DES ; who has endowed 


human nature with powers and faculties capable of perpetual im- 
provement through an infinite duration, while every new object, 


in the boundleſs ſyſtem of the univerſe, will prove to it an inex- 
hauſtible fund of the moſt exquiſite ſatisfaction. Since therefore 


the inſtincts, the deſires, and the expectations, interwoven in our 


very frame, and the dictates of the moſt cultivated reaſon, ew me, 


that I am neceſſarily to exiſt to eternity; and ſince I. feel, that the 


happineſs of every intelligent being in every point of its exiſtence 


depends upon the rectitude of its diſpoſition ; I am reſolved, from 
this moment, to govern myſelf in a manner ſuitable to the import. 


ance of theſe motives. By this means I ſhall enjoy all the preſent 


advantages of a right conduct; and ſoften the uneaſy circumſtances 
to which my peculiar ſituation as well as the general condition of 
mankind expoſe me, with this aſſurance, that virtue ſtands upon an 
everlaſting baſis, ſecure in its own nature, as well as from the im- 
mediate protection of the all- powerful ORoMasDEs. Farewel. 
* B. . 
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 Cunanoen to Gonnras. 5 


M. brother Hippias hes tranſmitted t to me from Epbeſus thy 
letter containing the king's inſtructions, in return to the diſ- 


| patches which I -ſent by CHARICLEs. No one, potent lord, can 


entertain a ſtronger ſenſe of gratitude than myſelf, for that gracious 


acceptance with which my royal maſter hath ever deigned to honour ' 
the ſervices of his faithful ſervant. Permit me to ſay, that if the 
execution of my orders can claim any merit, it is owing to the for- 
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tunate conj juncture of affairs, which inſpires, and the maſterly pen 


of GoB RTAS, which enforces them with ſuch ſtrength and clearneſs, 


not to the genius or addreſs of CLEANDER, Lay me, I beſeech 
thee, at the footſtool of ART AXERXES, and repreſent, i in more re- 


many apprehenſions I had, perhaps too haſtily, given way to, of i its 


ſpectful terms than I am able to invent, what I feel for this laſt and 
moſt durable inſtance of his princely liberality, which is as much 
beyond my merit as beyond my deſires. The aſſurances thou haſt 
been pleaſed to give me of the entire ſeerecy with which this whole 
tranſaction relating to CLEON has been managed, ſets me free from 


being diſcovered by the penetrating eyes of the agents, whom this ; 


Rate employs in all quarters. But I muſt own, the paſſionate and 
capricious humour of CLzon ſtill keeps me in perpetual alarms, 


leſt, if the Perſian miniſtry ſhould not anſwer his expectations in 


their publick conduct, or feed his avarice with ſufficient ſupplies, he 


may turn the edge of his reſentment againſt the perſon who engaged 
vol th _Y * X* 10 e him 


{4 


: * i \ | b 
* : 4 4 L 5 : : 
= * 7 . * * * 2 9 4 pF 5 
„ * A « : 7 2 av J . ; * : ' E' bs | 5 : 1 : 
— £ : ; 
; ; P 


bas 


LE = I ER him in meaſures which he will then re ineo haken, = 


— him off by a more ſummary way than a judicial proceeding. 1 + 
can, however, aſſure thee, that it is not ſo much any danger to 2 8 


. 


ſelf, which occaſions the uneaſineſs of my preſent ſituation; as the 


NEE footing I am upon with regard to my former friends, many of : 
whom being in the faction oppoſite to CLEON ; and having formerly "2 

5 protected me from his malicious attempts, behave towards me with 

great coolneſs and reſerve, ſince the diſcovery they pretend to have 

50 made, that I am become one of his moſt intimate confidents. They | 4 
8 charge me with nothing leſs than ingratitude, fickleneſs, and throw. . 
* ing off my old principles; ; and impute to baſe and mercenary views, 
the . which my oy to the king obliges me to whe 15 
Pn ILEMON has not for ſome time undpibmss himſelf to me 5 with 

that amiable freedom which he uſed ; and upon my entering the 

other day into an expoſtulation with him on this ſubject, ke replied, 
that he was not apt to conceive ſuſpicions lightly againſt any, who 

had once fixed themſelves in his good opinion ; but there were ſome | 

things in my late behaviour, which appeared to him wholly unac- 
countable ; and though he would not aſcribe them to the motives 
which ſome ventured to aſſign, he muſt tell me plainly, whilſt theſe 
reaſons ſubſiſted, he could not converſe with .me on the ſame terms 
as formerly. I endeavoured to juſtify myſelf in regard to my late 
familiarity with CLEON, to which I knew PHILEMON alluded, by 
ſaying, that he had firſt made overtures of friendſhip, and performed 
ſeveral good-natured offices, in the way of trade, towards my brother 
and his family at Epheſus. But the ſequel of our. diſcourſe ſhewed, 
that expoſtulations do not ſucceed ſo well amongſt friends as lovers, 
and I left him with much concern. It has been told me, that fe- 
veral of the moſt zealous of his party were Fwy earneſt Win him 
: 0 
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upon himſelf as my n but che TRE old n man pages. that & 0 


motion "ot warmth. 9 


1 Bhs 45 lord, that I have id hus 1 
diſtant view of declining to 7 the king's orders concerning my far- 


_ + then reſidence in this cy; I know my duty too well, to diſpute his 


ws much with the moſt 


8 2 
to enter a declaration 1 inthe Archon” 8 court, Gin lis: no 5s looked L T TTER 5 
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commands one moment; and if he thinks ſo inſignificant an agent, 5 


as my ſelf, in any degree conducive to his ſervice, 15 hy my head in 
the duſt before him, and ſubmit without r 


theſe perplexities, thy protection, generous miniſter, is my ſureſt 


ſupport. On that alone I do and muſt depend, to releaſe me from 


an ee wherein 1 * ier e N rage 3A 


But it is not gt this FTE 4 mould J longer i 1 
thread of 4 e which I haſten to lay before thee, | 


The idle 00 of the adverſe party 68 now : bus with 


great e who, from two eclipſes, which happened juſt before 
CLEoN's embarkation, ventured to foretel, that the armies of the 
republick would never be ſucceſsful, whilſt ſo worthleſs and danger- 


luctance. But, amidſt 


ous a citizen was inveſted with the chief command of them. That 
favourite ſuperſtition of turning the regular operations of nature - 


into omens of approaching calamities, has gradually loſt ground for 


ſome years at Athens; and having been exploded in the ſchools of 


philoſophers, will ſoon become an object of ridicule with the multi- 
tude, however tenacious they are apt to be of the prejudices of child- 
hood. When this ill-boding ſpirit lately diſplayed itſelf, I told 


Cuzom! that if he found it made the ſame impreſſion upon his 


forces, which it did formerly upon thoſe of PERICLESs, he might 
once in his life be obliged to the example * his predeceſſor for a 


"IEF. # : remedy 
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24 tſhat great general was preparing to ſail on an important expe- : 
dition: the whole fleet was ſeized with a pious. conſternation ; __ 17 2 
body cried out, that the gods were diſpleaſed with the management Gt 
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9 to the evil. An eclipſe of the ſun under fell = : 


of affairs, and fatal might be the conſequences of joining battle with 5 
their enemies, before they had appeaſed the offended delties. PE. 
RICLES obſerving that his own pilotſhewed more concern than the reſt, * 


ſent for him upon deck, and before he was aware, ee 
with his garment, in the preſence of the crew; and then aſked the 


fellow, whether he thought that ſhort deprivation of ſight the token 


of any miſchief to himſelf. The pilot bluntly anſwered, No. ; « Why. - 


« then, (replied PERICLEs,) do you imagine that the interpo ſition 3 | 


ce one celeſtial body before another foretels any misfortune to your 
country? This familiar illuſtration was adapted to the capacity 


of the hearers, and, I well remember, produced a marvelds good 
5 effect. A ; | EY 1 5 5 N : H . = | 


# 


Ns 5 


When CL EON Seal PRE "Sphatteria, he entered the e 
to the ſound of flutes and other muſical inſtruments; his ſhips being 
adorned with trophies, the ſtatues. of the gods at the ſterns crowned 
with garlands, and the ſoldiers on board. drawn. up in order of 
battle. In dropping anchor at the mole of the Pyrzeus, he made a 
libation to NEPTUNE, in the ſight of the whole city, who came out 
to meet him. At his landing, the multitude ſaluted him with re- 


peated ſhouts, whilſt accompanied by DRMOST HENES, and the 
other principal officers, he paſſed along through two ranks of ſol- 


diers to the Prytaneum. During the proceſſion, the faireſt hands 
in Athens were employed in pouring the moſt fragrant eſſence on 
his hair, and ſtrewing the way before him with flowers. The pri- 
ſoners followed in chains two and two. The magiſtrates received 


him at the e Prytaneum, where they offered up a hecatomb to MARS ; 
and 
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: int th ceremonial was concluded wa a poi entertainment at 
the of che W which laſted till late in the OE 


The next morning Ca e the „nde in very nomp- 


ous terms on their ſucceſs, | which he extolled beyond the victories : 
of Marathon and Platea, © ſince in this The ſaid) they had fought 5 
« againſt the braveſt of the Greeks, and depended entirely on their 


* 


\ 


„ own natural ftrength ; whereas in the former actions they con- 


« tended with puſillanimous and undiſciplined troops, and ſhared the 


« glory in common with the reſt of their allies.” He then pro- 
| poſed the fate of the Spartan captives to their determin ation. After 


ſome debates it was decreed, *© that they ſhould remain priſoners till 


« the Peace was concluded, and be maintained at the coſt of the 


« ſtate; but, in caſe the Peloponneſians made another 1 N into 


" ONE: they. ſhould be PR to death.“ HE 


The 5 Ke of 8 one of theſe captives, | 18 s much talked of, 
who, being aſked inſultingly by an Athenian officer, whether their 
companions, who fell in the field of battle, were: not the braveſt 
amongſt them? anſwered with. a Laconick phlegm, *©/that an arrow 
© would be a very valuable thing, if it could diſtinguiſh a gallant 
man from a coward;” intimating not only, that there was no 


differente between thoſe who. were killed, and thoſe. who ſurren- 


dered ; but that the Athenians had never votre to Las them 
ſword. i in band. 


Thou, who art miniſter to a prince who. can, without . 
ing his provinces, ſpend the lives of thouſands of his ſubjects, in 
ſupport of his own dignity, and the honour of his empire, muſt be 

ſurprized to hear what effe& the loſs of three hundred citizens has 
| | . e | | N : - had 
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effectual expedition of Nic1as to Corinth. That general landed i in | 
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had at Givi: Notwithſtanding the haughty manner in 2 1 


—— laſt propoſals were received, a herald arrived here lately from thence | 


with a letter to the Athenians, earneſtly deſiring a peace, and * 


fering ſome more towns to obtain it; but a large majority in the 


aſſembly carried it for anſwering, that they would not hearken to an 


accommodation, unleſs they might keep Pylus; a condition: to which 


nothing but the extremeſt necellity e can ever. r reduce the republick 4 
Lacedæmon. N 


1 * : N i 5 
1 £ > * 
4 # þ 

* F 


The credit and power of Cron receives new luſtre from thei in- ö 


a bay within a few leagues of the city, near which he had an ob- 
ſtinate encounter with a large body of Corinthian. forces; and 


though he claims the honour of the day, (the enemy being obliged 


to retire, and BATUs a general officer killed,) yet he thought it 
more adviſeable to reimbark his men the following night; and hay- 
ing made ſome incurſions near Epidaurus, and built a fort on the 
Iſthmus, is returned hither with his ſquadron. If thou deſireſt fur- 


ther particular, they are contained 1 in the incloſed paper, which e comes 
from a good hand. 5 


N 


Our friend is ſo elated by his own good fortune, and bis reul'l 


diſappointment, that he thinks he may be indulged in any thing. 


The following inſtance is a ſtrong ſpecimen of his humour, as well 
as of this people's temper. The other day the aſſembly being con- 
vened on ſome buſineſs of conſequence, waited for his coming two 
or three hours before they began. At laſt he entered the forum 
with a chaplet on his head, and told them, that he had ſet apart that 
morning to offer a domeſtick ſacrifice, and had invited ſome parti- 
cular friends to an entertainment afterwards ; and therefore hoped 
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they would put off the baſineſs. The b who a are ech 2 L, 8 2 A. * 
lighted by theſe — burſt out into a . on e 5 
to nee time. e Ye 


The affair of che marine e treaty | 18 bebag . to an 8800 concluſion. 5 

When it firſt arrived, this was great art and induſtry employed by 

| the trierarchs and their friends, to excite a general clamour againſt 

the article which regulates the viſiting of our merchant ſhips; and : 

CLEON himſelf ſeemed diſpoſed to inſiſt upon the taking off the =: 

ſtraint of two leagues. I diſeuſſed that point with him very —_—_ 
roughly, and proved beyond contradiction, that the true ſource of . 


: } 


- 


all the objections to the treaty aroſe from the ſtop which it _— 7 9 
put to the rapine and extortion of their ſea-officers, whoſe private 5 915 1 
gains ought not to be brought into competition with the general 1 in- r 
tereſt and ſecurity of the trade of the two nations. My reaſons were 1 . ] 
ſo ſucceſsful, that he promiſed me to uſe his beſt endeavours, that 1 1 
all the articles without exception ſhould be confirmed; he only wt: _ 
preſſed that another might be added, for the better diſcovering and | =_— 
puniſhing of the authors of counterfeit bills of lading and paſſes. 85 . = 
I thought the propoſal perfectly reaſonable, and aſſiſted in framing | | ; =_ 
an article to that effect, which 1 N will meet with my e * Co 
ter's approbation. © 5 9 
| a 
co has ave his . and has really taken very . 4 
pains to remove the prejudices that were raiſed againſt ſome clauſes 
of the treaty ; which, however, upon ie. whole, gives great ſatiſ- = | 
faction to the merchants here“ F „ 2 : 
| 1 8 5 The (| | 
* It is much to' be lamented, that this treaty of commerce, which would have 1 | | 

given us farther light into the trade and navigation of thoſe potent ſtates, Athens and 2 
Perſia, is only alluded to in the correſpondence, and not preſerved entire, I do not „„ | 
find, that Mr. BaRBEYRAC, in his accurate Collection of Ancient Treaties, has given _—— 
| 
1 

| 4 lt 
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The abs have coli? it by a dis which i is 1 to RE 4 
agent at the Perſian court, who is inſtructed to receive the king's 3 
oath for the obſervance of the conditions, and to require, that. the ' 


_ Athenian merchants ſhould be immediatel * 8 in „ of the 
privileges which they are to enjoy by virtue 


do PYTHON the juſtice to ſay, that on this Cone by 1 ated 


the part of a miniſter, who thought it his duty to preſerve a p 


underſtanding, and keep matters even between both ſtates; and 1 | 


ſubmit it to your better judgment, whether, for his future encourage. 


ment, you ſhould not take notice of his candid and impartial dealing . 
in an affair, Which a malicious and ans 6th in be ; 
have entangled with * difficulties. I E 


, 8 


I have ierten with cl EON upon the other points of my 
inſtructions, and find him very deſirous to be inſtrumental in 
ſtrengthening this ſtate by a cloſer alliance with Perſia. He told me, 
as ſoon as I ſtarted the point, that the people would never repeal the ; 
two articles of CiMoN's treaty by expreſs words ; but if we could 
agree on ſome expedient to anſwer the ſame end more indirecthy . 
he would uſe his beſt endeavours to make it paſs, though he doubted 
even that would meet with a warm oppoſition. I anſwered, it would 
be difficult to ſtrike out a medium upon a point, wherein both parties 
thought their reputation and intereſt ſo nearly concerned; and that 


it behoved the Athenians to conſider, whether they would not gain 


fo conſiderable an ally as the king at an eaſy rate, by giving up to 


him, with a good grace, What he had, at the preſent juncture, in 


his power to ſeize, without aſking their conſent. Not to tire thee | 


us the leaſt hint of it; but if that learned profeſſor ſhould obi 1 edition of 


his valuable performance, I dare ſay he will enrich it with the particulars recited 


in the diſpatches of CLRANDER and GoBryas, from whence many curious IE 


may b be drawn. Note by the Tranllator. e » 
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with a needleſs detail; after turning the ſubjeb. over in our dh 
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we conceived, that an article to the following purpoſe might anſwer 


the king's intention, and not ſhock the delicacy of the aſſembly; Pr 


-< n the preſent treaty all ancient juriſdidtions, rights, and privi- 
6“ leges oo both the contracting parties ſhall' be confirmed and ſe- 


& cur But I added, © that as my inſtructions directed me to 


« inſiſt ile an expreſs annulling of thoſe diſhonourable clauſes in 
„ Cimon's peace, I did not think myſelf at liberty to accept this 
« expedient, as an adequate ſatisfaction to the king, or to give any 
hopes of its being agreed to in Perſia : I could only tranſmit it to 
«the W and _— their farther orders on the arr 


| There likewiſe paſſed 4 kao FORO us on the ſuc- 


cours which the republick would require the king to furniſh, beſides 
a fleet of an hundred galleys. He inſiſts, that an army be formed 5 


on the Helleſpont to cover their dominions in Thrace, though I could 
not diſcover that he was under any immediate PETS of their 
ung attacked. 1 . 55 e ee : 


He told me at e that fs lend to communicate the fub- 


| ſtance of this conference to ſome of his friends, who had great 
weight amongſt the people; and when it had been more minutely 
and thoroughly conſidered, would give me another meeting. Thou 
mayeſt be aſſured, I ſhall preſs this matter/no farther, till J hear the 
reſult of ARTAPHERNES's negotiation. at Sparta. There will be 
always matter enough in reſerve to- break off upon, whenever it 
' ſhall be judged expedient, | CLEON profeſſed to me ſeveral times 
with great warmth, that he ſhould think it the greateſt honour and 


happineſs of his life to deſerve the good opinion of ſo generous and 


great a prince as ART AXERXES, and to cure that averſion which his 
countrymen had eontracted to the very name of a Perſian. At the 
VOL. II. JJVJJVVJVVVVVVVVVVV 
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ever the malice of his enemies prevailed, which in a commonwea 
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fame time he. hoped, from the king's juſtice and humanity, 4 * 


ſo given to change was putting no improbable caſe, he inight find a "= 


_ fafe retreat in his dominions. I hope I did not exceed my inſtruc- "of 


which he had it in his N to _ 


; gratifications which he will expect from our court, I am confident the 3 


tions by aſſuring him, that whenever ſuch a reverſe of fortune [ 


ö nich : 
would be a fatal ſtroke to both ſtates) did befal him, he might de- 


pend on a reception proportionate to his. merit, and to the en z 


SY 2 


Ms 


Since then art 3 to * upon my opinion as 88 annual . 


ſum of fifty Attick talents of gold, regularly paid, will fix him en- 


tirely in our intereſt ; and it is much to be defired, that his vanity 
may be ſo far indulged, as to receive now and then from the king a 


letter in approbation of his conduct, a jewel, or _ ſuch perſonal 
mark of favour. | 


A 


4 
But let a allo fore warn thee, potent Iord, that though a love of 
money is a predominant paſſion. with our friend, whoſe continual. 
expences are much larger than his annual income, or the profits of 


the publick employments, which are conferred upon him, can ſup- c ö 


port; a ſtrong and unbridled reſentment is a no leſs diſtinguiſhing 


part of his character. And I think him very capable, out of mere 


vexation at being duped, when he thinks himſelf moſt ſecure of our 


alliance, to take a turn equally violent and oppoſite; and to Arbe ; 


up a ſudden peace with Sparta, that he may afterwards have his re- 
venge upon Perſia. For as he finds it his intereſt to keep Athens 


engaged in a war, he will not much concern himſelf, whether the 


objects of it be Greeks or Barbarians; and a rupture with the latter 


is a cauſe more univerſally approved. 


I queſtion 


— 
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1 queſtion not the vigilance and dau of ARTAPHERNES and LETTBR 
LXIII. 
CRATIPPUS to keep the Spartans ſteady to their engagements, and — 
prevent any excluſive accommodation with Athens from taking effect. 
But thou muſt be ſenſible, that though a great deal of Pains is re- 
quiſite to preſerve things in an unnatural courſe, (as, to ſpeak truth, 
a league between one of the moſt powerful Grecian ſtates and our 
empire may juſtly be called,): the ſlighteſt event, the moſt unfore- 
ſeen revolution of affairs, is. ſufficient to bring them back to their 
natural channel. Upon a careful peruſal of thy laſt diſpatch, I find 
no inſtructions in what manner I ſhall behave towards CLzox, in | — 
caſe an alliance is concluded with Sparta; and yet it will be very „ = 
neceſſary to inform me with the utmoſt ſpeed,” in what terms I ſhall pe i 
palliate or explain ſuch a matter to him, which he will infallibly look 1 
upon as a breach of thoſe aſſutggces, . of thoſe Mg which thou 


haſt warranted me to give bing * 


= 


N 
, Le a ire Aer — 


I doubt not, noble ſcribe, 1 beſides 4 proper r methods of carry- | | 
ing on a war, in conjunction with either of the republicks, , . =_ 
ſhall purchaſe our friendſhip by the moſt advantageous terms, thou 2: = 
muſt have conſidered of ſome ſcheme for a general pacification in 5 
this country, whenever affairs ſhall take that turn. And as it muſt, _. 
in all probability, be concluded under the king 8 arbitration, give me | x 
leave to recommend it to him, to inſiſt upon it as an eſſential con- 1 

dition, that all the Grecian ſtates ſhould be left to the enjoyment of 
their own laws and liberties“ 1 know there 1s nothing which the 


* The peace of Abe concluded out thirty years after, 3 che arbitration 
of ARTAXERXES MNEMON, was formed upon the plan recommended in this letter by 
CLxANDER. Thoſe who are acquainted with the Roman ſtory, muſt recollect, that 
Q.FLAMINIUS, after driving the Macedonians out of Greece, purſued the ſame policy - 
which, by giving the ſenate a pretext to interpoſe in every difference, how immaterial 
ſoever, that aroſe among ſo many independent diſunited ſtates, ſoon brought them all 
under the Roman yoke, Theſe two examples, I muſt confeſs, heighten my opinion 
of our Epheſian's judgment and ſagacity. Note by the Tranſlator. 
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7 tranquillity, ſecure from the danger of any confederated invaſion of 
their territories. Farewel. | | | 


the ſame time nothing will carry a more popular ſound with it, than. 


the moſt powerful of his predeceſſors, and reign in grandeur and 
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two principal commonwealths . ſo much, as to be i f 


that authority they now exerciſe over the lefſer ſtates, which is in- 
deed, neceſſary for the union and common ſafety of the country. At 


to eſtabliſh an univerſal independeney over Greece, nor have more 
the appearance of equity, than that every city, from the een to 
che 1 ſhould enjoy an be wa portion of _ e  FY 


y © 4 5 * 
„ 
* a ww 


Thou art too © aan, experienced bee, not to petri . 4 
this is the ſureſt method of weakening the general ſtrength of Greece, - 
and of ſowing the ſeeds of perpetual diviſion amongſt its inhabitants; 3 
for the weakeſt muſt, upon every occaſion, call in the aſſiſtance of 
P erſia, and appeal with eagerneſs to the mediation of its prince, who, . 
without the leaſt expence of blood gr treaſure, will have the fatiſ- 
faction of dictating laws to thoſe, who refuſed to receive them from | 


From Athens, the 19th of the month Boedromion. 
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ations [ have lately ventured to lay before them. I ſaw very clearly, 
that Ni1CANDER, who in truth had alone the ſecret of the embaſly, 
was not to be treated with. The ridiculous prejudice about Greeks 
and Barbarians entirely occupies his little mind; beſides that, he is 
attached to a powerful faction here, who would redeem the priſoners 
of Sphacteria at the price of almoſt any peace. My friend BRA- 
s1DAs has put himſelf at the head of the oppoſite party: the mili- 


tary glory which he acquired in the late campaigns, is much height- 
ened by a character of juſtice and humanity, which all agree to 


give him, and which has induced ſeveral of the Athenian. allies to 
open their gates to him, and become the friends of his ſtate. | Thus 
qualified, he has projected a noble revenge for the affront at Pylos, 
and hopes his attempt upon the enemy's rich ſettlements in Thrace 


will more than compenſate the loſs of an handful of Spartan citi- 


zens. In this deſign the aſſiſtance of Perſia will be of ſingular uſe; 
and if ARTAPHERNES may undertake for a body of troops to be 


ready on the other ſide the Helleſpont, it will ſmooth the way to 
whatever demands he is to make. But it is not only from this 


particular eircumſtance of affairs, that I conceive great hopes of his 
embaſſy. A ſatrap of his rank has never been ſeen in Greece, ex- 
cept at the head of a vaſt army, laying waſte her provinces, and en- 
flaving the inhabitants: and it will flatter the vanity of this haughty 
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two N commonwealths dread fo much, as to be deprive > 2 


chat authority they now exerciſe over the leffer ſtates, which is it 
deed neceſſary for hh union and common ſafety of the country. 
the ſame time nothing will carry a more popular ſound with it, that. 
to eſtabliſh an univerſal independency over Greece, nor have tbe 
the appearance of equity, than that every city, from the n ts 3 
the leaft, ſhould enjoy an equal portion of liberty. e 


Thou art too agacions, epertenteel intſter, not ts perceive, that 
this 1 is the ſureſt method of weakening the general ſtrength of Greece, 
and of ſowing the ſeeds of perpetual diviſion amongſt its inhabitants 5 
for the weakeſt muſt, upon every occaſion, call in the affiſtante of 
Perſia, and appeal with eagerneſs to the mediation of its prince, whs, 
without the leaſt expence of blood gr treaſure, will have the ati 
faction of dictating laws to thoſe, whi refuſed to receive. them from 
the moſt powerful of his predeceſſors, and reign in grandeut and 
tranquillity, ſecure from the danger of any Wannen wing of 
their territories. Farewel. 


From Athens, the 19th of the month Boedromion. 
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ations I have lately ventured to lay before them. I faw very clearly, 
that Nic AN DER, who in truth had alone the ſecret of the embaſſy, 


was hot to be treated with, The ridiculous prejudice about Greeks 
and Barbar 


' $1DAS has put himſelf at the head of the oppoſite party: the mili- 
tary glory which he acquired in the late campaigns, is much height- 
ened by a character of juſtice and humanity,” which all agree to 
give him, and which has induced ſever: 
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rians entirely occupies his little mind ;' beſides that, he is 
attached to a powerful faction here, who would redeem the priſoners 
of Sphacteria at the price of almoſt any peace. My friend Bx4- 
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the tribute; and I doubt whether the law of nations will 
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republick, that the firſt of that quality who paſles into Europe 1 


| - offers of peace, is addreſſed hither. By his nearneſs to the King's 


perſon he will ſpeak in his name with great authority; and the con- | 
ceſſions he ſhall make in the courſe of the negotiation, will be at. 
tended to, as not to be diſowned or evaded; As I promiſe myſelf 


ſo much from N. ain T- am the more impatient for his | 
arrival, and not without ſome/apprehenſion that his journey through 


"Thrace may be inconvenient, if not dangerous. At this ſeaſon the 


Athenian commiſſioners are travelling about that country to collect | 


upon them to let ſuch an army of ſtrangers, as attend upon. the : 
ſatrap, paſs through their territory toward the enemy. It woulc 
have been more adviſeable to take the rout, I mentioned in my firſt 


project, from ſome Port of Caria 8 croſs the "wy to —_ 


of Laconia. | 55 


The firſt notice the publick had of any expedition being | 
was a proclamation addreſſed to the Helots, inviting all ſuch as had 
ſerved in the wars with reputation, to appear before the Ephori, in 
order to their receiving the reward of their bravery, and being again 
enliſted. Great numbers preſented themſelves ; and the magiſtrates 
choſe out two thouſand of the moſt vigorous and alert, whom they 
immediately crowned with garlands, and led in proceſſion round the 
temples; by theſe ceremonies declaring them freemen of Sparta, I 


was upon the plain at the foot of Taygetus the day they were drawn 


out; and ſtruck with the warlike appearance of theſe enfranchiſed 


ſlaves, I could not but congratulate the Polemarchs who ſtood near 


me, that their city was able to raiſe thus on a ſudden ſuch a for- 


midable body of men from a part of the people, which was con- 
demned to the meaner offices of life, and looked upon as nothing 
leſs than a ſeminary for ſoldiers. The officers received my compli- 

ment 
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ment in a more cold and dry manner than I, though fo lag uſed to 
their turn of converfation, could expect; but a little time convinced 


me, that T had touched upon a diſagreeable point. Theſe dae : 


were not to be employed in foreign ſervice ; nor was their adn 


to the rank of citizens intended as an increaſe of ſtrength at home; | 
They ſoon began to diſappear by degrees, and fome days after not 


one of them was to be ſeen or heard of any more. All this paſſed 
without one remark made upon it ; it was a ſubject ſtudiouſſy avoided 
in every converſation. My curioſity was therefore but the more ex- 
cited ; and at laſt J got certain intelligence, that theſe deluded 


. wretches had quarters aſſigned them in che houſes of the principal 
citizens, with the intention that each man might have an opportunity 


of diſpatching his gueſts in the moſt private manner. Thus pe- 


riſhed, without an enemy, in the midſt of their own city, a greater 
number of men than has been known to fall! in a battle amongft the 


Greeks. What a ſacrifice to the prej judices and falſe maxims of 


Spartan policy ! Abſurd and deteſtable policy ! which looks upon 
the increaſe of inhabitants to be dangerous to the ſtate, and treats 
thoſe who ſupply the firſt neceſſaries of life, the tillers of the ground, 
as publick enemies. A Plague or an inundation would be proper 


inſtruments of ſuch a government; and might have ſpared the ruling 


members the extenſive act of barbarity which has now been thought 
_ expedient. The eſtabliſhed methods of dealing with the Helots are 
ſuch as tend to make them foes to their maſters, and to introduce 
a neceſſity of keeping down their numbers and their ſpirits. But 
this is uſually brought about by ſlow degrees; the preſent exigency 
of affairs was judged to call for ſomething more ſudden and deciſive. 
Pylos, a fortreſs ſo near this city, ſeized by the Athenians, has by 
them been delivered over to the Meſſenians, always either ſlaves to 


Sparta, or her deadlieſt enemies, who call the Helots countrymen, 


and loudly invite them to ſhake off their chains. Such an occaſion 
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* 8 TT R R of mne and revenge the Ephori ſuppoſed would not be negle@ued; „ 


—— they foreſaw continual deſertion: they feared a general: revolt, and 


knew nt how to prevent it, but by a maſſacre of the moſt adire 


n 
£ 32 ALES 
— « 


1 RY CrranDER, this cruelty hooks my nature; 4; am a fel 


_of the narrow principles whereby this ſtate 18 conducted; 1 am 
aſhamed of my relation, as a- Greek, to this ſelfiſh. little people, 


Happy are we, my friend, to be adopted into a better country, 2 


where, ſafe in the protection of one common lord, the inhabitants 


of diſtant climates are equally encouraged to ſerve the publick ; where 3 
the regiſters of honour are open without diſtinction to Lydians and 
Medes, to Bactrians and Tonians ; ; where thoſe who cover the fields 


with grain, and the mountains with plantations, are eſteemed and 
rewarded ; where domeſtick affection extends even to ſlaves, and A 
captive Greek often ſhares the friendſhip of his lord. F ull of ſuch | 


ideas, how can I look upon theſe butchers of their ſervants, their 
huſbandmen, their uſeful fellow-citizens, their valiant fellow-ſoldiers? 
Yet ſuch is the force of cuſtom even in noble minds! Soon after the 
execution I waited upon BRASIDAS, who ſhewed no marks of con- 
cern nor remorſe, though forty of the unhappy men were committed 


to his care, and periſhed under his EPs roof. Adieu. Sy - 
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1* was at a Sympoſium # * an ; evening 0 or r two ago, where och, * 5 ER 
ALCIBIADES, AR1STOPHANES, and ſeveral other philoſophers — 

and wits were preſent. When we parted, the comick poet (with | 

whom I have been acquainted ever ſince the affair of the ſarcaſtical ; 

 Tambicks 7) was in ſuch good humour, that he invited me to his 

houſe the next day; ; and promiſed to indulge me in the reading of a 
new comedy, which is to be preſented to the judges at the approach- N 

ing feſtival. Thou mayeſt imagine, HyDASPES, I readily complied 

with him ; 3 partly becauſe I was curious to know what he had upon 

the anvil, and partly becauſe I hoped to be better informed on ſome 

points relating to the Greek theatre, by one who has ſo great a ſhare - 


in ſupporting its reputation. And in truth 1 had much entertain : 
ment from my viſit. | 


As ſoon as Ly entered, Ws r me with his uſual vivacity, a 
ſaid; «Let us loſe no time in compliments, but proceed to buſineſs,” 
Accordin gly, he at once- unlocked his cabinet, and drew out many 
rough unfiniſhed Ketches of plays. He aſked my judgment of 


* It is probable, 3 he bajicatig of this; —_ that the Sympoſium of Plato 
(the ſubject of which is love) took its riſe from a real converſation. The interlocutors 


mentioned here are exactly the ſame with thoſe introduced there, ArtsTormanes 
makes a very odd figure in itz and though the philoſopher has taken no notice of Cl. x- 
ANDER, yet he was certainly of the party. The intelligent reader muſt be pleaſed 


with tracing out the minutiæ 45 . when ny concern N 1 oi as 2 | 
which Plato has recorded. 


+ See Letter xci. 
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EN L 1 99 R ſome of them, and then ſat 3 to mea the performetins which] | 
= —— expected with impatience. The title was drawn from the en 
„ order of men in the ſtate, who are called. Irrelc, and compoſe the 
| | . chorus. The turn of it was a virulent ſatire upon CLEON and the 
A people. The firſt perſons who appear, are DEMOSTHENES and 
| | | Nictas, in the habit of ſlaves. They complain of a ſteward, Who 
= has. got into the houſe, cajoles the good old maſter of it, and pre- 
= 


tends to act the tyrant. As a ſpecimen of what it contains, 1 will . 
— copy one ſpeech from it, which is in the mouth of DzMOSTHENRs. ; 7 
Our maſter (fays he) 18 old, deaf, cholerick, capricious, and =_ 
ee huge lover of beans *. It is not long ſince he took it into his head 
6 to buy a Paphlagonian + into his family, who had been formerly a | 
te currier, a fellow of intrigue, and a noted informer. .This currier 
I finds means to work himſelf into his good graces, by low craft 
© and inſinuation. « Good people of Athens, (ays he,) you ke 7 
© taken a great deal of pains to-day. Eat, drink, and be eafy. EZ 
| & pleaſed to receive your oboli. Will you permit me to 8 
« you with a banquet?” And the raſcal triumphs in this imper- : 
« tinence. He has won upon his ſilly maſter, and deprives the reſt 
4 of the ſlaves of · whatever is their due. It was my good fortune 
to do well at Pylus, but he has taken from me the credit of the 
e action. That plaguy leather chong, which he carries about with 
„him, keeps us at diſtance; he amuſes the old fool with oracles; 1 * 
« tells lies of us, for which we are beaten ; then runs about the 
« houſe, and terrifies the ſervants: © Don't you ſee HyLas? (be ; 
1 ovies. 4 got rs 2 822 | By e p ws T0 don't buy 
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* Alluding to the way of voting in uſe among the Athenians. 5 


+ CLEON is called a Paphlagonian, not becauſe he was of that c. countinks Fo”: 5 
the commentators ſay) becauſe it furniſhed Axis Trorhaxzs with a conceit to expreſs 


his rough and paſſionate character, the Greek word aa phN, An. n 5 
that idea. 
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„ me of you ſ hall be ret in «the? ſame ndr 5 If we bribe ire 
„ him, it is ſafe with us. If not, our maſter . a a 7 and — 


%; bas and: we. GR * our * 


The 535 by i is written in this fiyle, ah is a e mixture 
of; wit and ate, of fact and en for it is a common = he | 


* ih mens; by. it. ; 1 e as theſe pi are over, thy 
conſider of methods to redreſs them. At laſt they take a reſolution 


ployment, in oppoſition to CLEON. They meet him as he is going 
to e and ſalute him with a farcical reſpect: Be thou the ſa- 


« viour of the city, and of us.” The man does not underſtand 
them, but they make him a politician againſt his will. He tells 


them, that he can ſcarce read, and has not one qualification for a. 


ſtateſman. They anſwer, it is no matter for that; he has a great 
deal of impudence, and a noiſy tongue, which are the proper talents, 
They exhort him not to be afraid of CLEON, for he will not appear 
himſelf; ſince no artiſt in Athens would dare to form a maſk after 
his likeneſs. - He is promiſed the aſſiſtance of the chorus, of the 


ſpectators, and of the gods. CLEON comes in, and after much ri- 


diculous diſpute between them before Nicias in this act, and before 
the old man through the reſt, where they forge oracles, one againſt 
another, and "contend which ſhall make the beſt dinners for him, 
| CLEON, owns himſelf defeated; and retires. The ſcene, to prepare 
the audience for this event, is a parody of that noble one in the 

Orpipus of SoPHOCLEsS, where the king examines LAlus's ſhep- 


herd concerning his birth. AcoxAckrrus (by whom, it ſeems, 


HyPERBOLUS, a man riſing in favour with the people, is deſigned) 
produces an oracle, in which the qualities of CLzon? s ſucceſſor are 
delineated. CLEON diſcerns, by degrees, that his DOS Is. the 
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man, and at laſt ſinks into deſpair, The comedy ede, E 


+ "I oy * * . Pe 941 1 Te I Fo 2 * 9 4 8 — 47 * . 4 
* V 3 'v by 1403 wel 26, d * tf „ N * r 28 N U 2 
e 8 7 5 A FOE v2 & Mgt id lt dat Gags N * 
8 5 4 N 19 [ a ET a He Sr bags Nb FIGS * Ss * N WEE 9 A 
«EX Is 8 3. : 9 n 155 . 1 8 * — 
a 5 18 * 4 8 q 3 8 
\ 7 Fi 
Fit, Rn 
N 8 
4% 4 
A N 


8 8 


ATH ENIAN LETTERS. 


on the part of AGORACRITUS he releaſes two women | 
CLEON had impriſoned, and whom he _ the ancient: 6 ances bi 


tween Athens and nnn 7% EEE. _ 
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8 «7 hope," (aid 10 Aakrorbi sers that ae Wa W TRY 
us; for though you are not afraid to write; or even 3 


theſe pieces, yet I am afraid to be privy to them. 'You may re- 
member how I ſuffered two years ago, for being thought 0 Rave 
a ſhare in the Iambicks. T know you are at open war with - 


CLEoON ; but it is above my genius'to encounter with miniſters 
of Nate. I do affure you, that I never heard any thing, which 


gave me ſo much pleaſure for the ſmartneſs, and ſo much pain 
for the boldneſs of it.” The poet laughed; © C ANDER, (re- 
plied he,) if you were an Athenian, and talked to me in 


way, I might be tempted to expoſe your weakneſs 1 in one of my 
comedies, and the chorus ſhould point at you in the pit. But, as 


you are an Epheſian, I forgive the prejudices in WIE you were 


educated to reverence or fear even bad governors.” © Nay, be. 
turned I,) there are perſons in the city of the ſame ſentiments | 
with me: Have not you ſaid, ſomewhere in this very play, that 


you could procure no vizor to reſemble CLRON ?”” © Yes, (ad 
he,) and I can tell you farther, that my two beſt actors have refuſed 
the part; ſo I ſhall perform it myſelf.” © The character (replied 
I) which ſhould give moſt offence, is that of the old fellow, whom 
you have repreſented to be the tool of the ignorant w_ deſigning. 


CLEON is but one; and the old man is a multitude.” It is for 


that reaſon (ſaid ARI STOPHANES) every body will onda to be 
pleaſed with it. No individual imagines he is aimed at in a ſatire 


on the collective body. Each owns its juſtneſs, when applied to 
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4 his neighbour, and thinks, 1 in not ſeeming to be touched with it, 
© he. 
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XV. 
led; and of a proud impatient nature, he UG 


deavour to gain ſome revenge. It makes me happy, ü that . 


6 bean 1 n e height of E %» 7 


« he an?! removes the point of it from bite. But Co LETTER 


+8 


4 We 150 linghed dt a (interrupted 10 Am Fh Abe 8 
« you ſhall now cis me to change the ſcene from mirth to ſober. 
« inquiry, and from humour to philoſophy. When I reflect on 
4 the origin of dramatick writing, I often wonder at the different „ W 
prqgreſs of tragedy and comedy. The firſt has filed off its roug. — 
neſſes both of diction and ſentiment, and is poliſhed into a juſt „ 
repreſentation of human action. The laſt is not an artful exhi- 1 8 

bition of the real nature of men, but an uncouth aggravation of 
its deformities, and retains much of the licence of TES PIS's cart. 

« Tt was uſual for the ſtrollers, who followed the fortunes of that 
poet, as they paſſed through the towns of Greece, to rally che 
foibles, and ſatirize the vices of the people. Is that practice for- 
gotten? Far from it. You do the very ſame thing at this day 
by encouragement, which was then done by connivance. Nay, 

« ridicule has enlarged its province, and takes the range of the ſtate, 

as well as of domeſtick conduQ, and treats the meaſures of a na- „ 
tion with the ſame levity wherewith it handles the follies of pri © 
vate men. Why, (faid ARISTOPHANES,) if I muſt be grave x 

with you now, it ſhall be to defend my laughing at another time. = . 
Are you ſerious in what you urge; or do you only contend, after * 
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the manner of a Sophiſt, for the exerciſe of your logick and elo- . 
" quence? If you are ſerious, I intreat you to conſider, whether 
ks 


it is not the employment of philoſophers to ftrip things of their 
falſe colours, and repreſent them in their native ones. You call it 

 levity to ridicule the abſurd management of the publick. But if 

the — nn thus what ſhall Fore it from the ſtrokes of 
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«pace. © And to ſpeak out fairly, (faid I,) it is that Which 1 
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that keen weapon? Addreſs it with flattery, you Ge its beate E 
ſuffer it to acquieſce in what is wrong, give a ſanc m n o that f 
formality which forbids the approaches of advice, 5 d do an 
injury to its intereſts. Addreſs it with freedom, you improve its 


8 underſtanding, ſet it on its guard, teach it to Ae formality, 3 
and maintain the honour of your country.. „That will bear a 4 


(c 


debate (returned I). Wiſe men have expreſſed a_contemy 
ceremony and external diſtinctions, till they have let fools into the T 
ſecret, and begin to find the want of them for their own' ſecurity,” 


There are ſome perſons i in ſuch Reliant, and ſome bodies of men of 1 7 


ning the laugh, we ſhould affect a FS Wis air, ee we e peak of : 
their actions: for in all that concerns the publick, even a miſtaken 
ſeriouſneſs may be regarded as virtue. But. ſuppoſe: (rejoined 
he) that every application of ridicule, har to the tults of the 
publick, or of particulars, is agreeable to the majority of a 


do not comprehend. - The Athenians excel the eaſtern monarchs 
in their encouragement to theſe monitors. It is enough for the 
king of Perſia, that a ſlave daily reminds him, when he wakes, 
of his mortality; but he hires no ſlaves to ape the ſingularities of 
his manner, and tell him, that he is a tyrant and a fool. Yet 
this is a juſt image of what is done in Athens.” © I perceire — 


„ (ſaid ARISTOPHANES) the whole buſineſs of ens government 
cc 


is a myſtery to you.” © If (continued I) the people corrected 
their errors when they ſaw them; if they applied the ſcenes of 
ridicule to the purpoſes of ſeriouſneſs; I ſhould admire their pa- 
tience of cenſure, and applaud their wiſdom. But as the caſe | 
now ſtands, they perſiſt i in what is wrong, while they laugh at it, 
and laugh at what is Tights while they approve, and ſhould prac- 


s tiſe 
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« tiſe it. ths there any thing (replied eee e ſo ex- 
6 traordinary in that conduct? Does not your friend SOCRATES 
« ſneer at the popular religion, han yet conform to it? Does not 


« FURIPIDES contemn the theology of the poets,” and yet ERIN: | 


« uſe it?” „ We ſhall never agree. (reſumed I); but as I cannot 
. « underſtand what influences the people in this point, ſo PEI is 


« one thing which I cannot underſtand in you. It is frequent with 


« you to reproach the tragick poet with impiety ; and your writings 
„ condemn a neglect of the worſhip enjoined by the legiſlator in 

66 ſeveral citizens, . whoſe: names your actors recite, and whoſe per- 
1 ſons they diſtinguiſh to the audience. At the ſame time you do 


« not ſcruple to introduce thoſe very deities | in the loweſt and moſt 


„ abſurd lights; to repreſent them as the ſhadowy beings of an alle- 
„ gory as either the deceivers, or the dupes of mortals . By 


© HERCULES, (laid he, you begin to be too ſolemn for me; but your 
objection is built on a miſtaxe. Have not you lived long enough 


« in Athens to know, that the Grecians would no more bear a ridi- 


e cule on the religion of their country from ARISTOPHANES, than 


* 5 
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they would bear an attack on moral virtue from your favourite 
„ EURIPIDES *? What then is it which procures a toleration for 
„ me? Tll tell you. They know the difference between the fables 


„ offs the poets, and the theology of the law-givers. The gods of 


. HoMER are viſionary: characters; but the gods of SoLoN diſtri- 


18 real bleſſings to mankind. The JoerTER of poetry is a 


being compounded of the moſt depiaved paſſions which are inci-- 
“ dent to our frail nature; but the JUPITER of the ſtate | 18 father 
and king of gods and men. The former exiſts no where but 


« in the debauched and irregular fancy of mythologiſts; ; but the 


latter wWas raiſed to heaven for Vis" e and 1 remains there the 
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object of univerſal adoration. 80 that a little attention will in- 15 
« form you, I take freedoms with that ſet of deities wol 
creatures of poetick licence, but pay homage to thoſe whoſe merit 
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: . F 7 5 8 5 | 5 . 
| Are * 


is either declared by the laws, or acknowledged by tradition.” 


Should L admit, (returned I,) that there is ſome weight in your 


“ anſwer, yet I am convinced, that many minds are not capable of 


; plays, becauſe it adds to the entertainment which they give.” 4 


conceiving it. When the vulgar liſten to the tales of che prieſt, 
do you think they ſeparate the hidden meaning of what hie ſays, 


from the groſs wrapper in which he offers it? Can you then 
fancy, that they reaſon nicely on the gods of law-givers, and the 
gods of poetry, while they are liſtening to a comedy? But though 


you. treat the fables of Oxenevs, Linus, Moss, Home, 
with ſo little ceremony ; yet you might be more candid, methinks, 


to the verſes of their deſcendants, ZSCHYLUS, SOPHOCLES, and 
 EvRIPIDEs, whom you laugh at, to the diſcredit of their com- 
poſitions, and the injury of your own.” How ſo} (cried he.) 
A good parody is a compliment to the poet, becauſe none but the 


beſt things are honoured with it; and it is to the purpoſe kk my 


e 


maintain both parts of my aſſertion (ſaid I). Thie firſt, beea : 
every ſwelling expreſſion of tragedy, or empty line, is: aggravated 


without mercy ; the laſt, becauſe your dialogue would be more 


proper and natural, and therefore more agreeable, without it. 


Beſides, parody has ſomething of the mimick, not the poet; of 


buffoon imitation, not original invention. It is for this-reaſon I 
could wiſh to ſee comedy on a different footing from the preſent! 
If the tragick writers draw their plot from the marvellous, they 
conduct it in ſuch a manner, as to lower it to the probable; but 
if you lay down a plot which is probable, you manage it ſo fan- 
taſtically, as to heighten it to the marvellous. The ſpeeches, 
which they inſert in the converſations of the drama, conduce to 
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incident, for the ſake of introducing a ſpeech. Perſonal reflections 
ought likewiſe to be avoided. Expoſe the vice, without inſulting ” 
the vicious. Let the check of conſcience reſtrain, without exciting - 

a general contempt or odium. As the painter formed the idea of 
his VENUS from compounding the moſt perfect features of dif- 
ferent beauties; ſo the poet ſhould collect the moral deformities of 
his characters from that variety which the weakneſs of mankind 
affords him: as the bee extracts an uniform and original ſweetneſs 
from the borrowed flayours of innumerable plants; ; fo the gall o 
ſatire and comedy ſhould be drawn from all the vices and follies 
of the times. CLEANDER, (interrupted ARISTOPHANES,) * 
ſhall not contend with you, though I have clearly the better in 
this controverſy. You remind me of what Ta UCYDIDES obſerved. 
of PERICLES ; © Whenever I have thrown him, (faid he,) he has 


the impudence to aſſert the contrary, "a and Iam almoſt infatuated 


enough to believe him,” 


The charge of 8 from he comick poet was 8 unex- . 
pected and emphatical, that, though it ſhould have put him out of - = 

: countenance, it unſettled me; and 1: haſtened * from him : 
abode. | | | 
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„ ** OxsAmes to Cr EAN px. From ros. 


\ 1 


e HERE is a l thou A Hoi al kinds of valid 
| during the great feſtival , which ends the year. Thoſe days 
of leiſure ARTzus determined to give to a part of his family, 5 
who are almoſt tempted to repine at his conſtant and ſucceſsful ap- 
plication to his country's ſervice; ſo ſeldom does it permit us to 
enjoy the moſt condeſcending parent, the moſt improving com- 
panion. He now ſaw Taoces' for the firſt time, and was wonder- 
fully ſtruck with the ſituation and the improvements ſo adapted to 
= _ it. He ſpent whole days among the woods; he entered into the 
= 5 deſign of every building and plantation; and would here and there 
| | propoſe the leading down a ſtream, or the gaining of a new point 
of view, with the greateſt propriety. One evening, as we were 
ſitting round him upon the great terrace, that commands the pro- 
3 ſpect of the gulf, and he was obſerving to us the freſhneſs of the 
| air, the ſmoothneſs of the ſea, and the *tender colours of the ſky 
juſt after ſun-ſet ; my PARMxs, laying her hand gently upon his, 
| faid, with that unaffected ſweetneſs peculiar to her, My. deareſt 
Z father will not imagine I wiſh his pleaſure leſs, when I take no- 
„ tice how great it is. But I own myſelf ſurpriſed to find you thus 
« affected by theſe beauties of ours; and that the multitude of affairs 
T “with which you are perpetually ſurrounded, has not extinguiſhed _ 
1 5 . * the taſte for theſe airy delights, the amuſements of the idle and 
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= | * According to Hrs de Relig. Vet. Perſ. the principal feaſt of hs ancient Per- 
ſians was on the laſt ten days of the year, in memory of the creation, which me 9 
ſuppoſed was then completed. This muſt be the feſtival here alluded to. 
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the ſpeculative.” To what an anterntfrtable fats: cs he) 1 LETTER | | 


CLXVI. 


would you reduce us, that, becauſe theſe natural, theſe unmixed IO 


pleaſures are rarely nne to us, we muſt be denied even the 
power of feeling them! Believe me, the very different way of 
life L am in, and the ſhort intervals it allows me of quiet and re- 
tirement, do but quicken my reliſh for them. Not that variety 
is their principal charm: there is ſomething in their very nature 


* 


to excite the deſires of a good mind ; and it muſt be a narrow - 


and illiberal ſpirit, and qualified merely for the forms and drudgery 


yond it. We ſerve the publick, for it is our duty ; our allegiance 
obliges us, our friends, our families demand it of us. But there 
is a term to all theſe labours, which the greateſt men have ever 
been ready to ſeize, When the vigour of their age has been given 


to their country, and the charge of indolence and ſelfiſhneſs can 


no longer be brought againſt them, ſuch a retreat, ſuch a manner 


of life as your's at Taoces, has been the end of their wiſhes. Your 
CLEANDER (continued he, turning to me) is full of theſe ideas; 
he thinks his political life has been long enough; and in every 
diſpatch to his patron GokRvAs, ſighs after the banks of the Pac- 
tolus, where the king has aſſigned him the reward of his faithful 


ſervices.” Is he then about leaving Greece?” faid I haſtily. 


No, {plied Akrxus,) the preſent oonjuncture will ſcarcely per- 
mit it. But he has behaved ſo well in all parts of his employment, 
and his deſire of retirement is ſo ſincere, that I am not for baniſh- 
ing him longer than is neceſſary, and ſhall aſſiſt Us 5 the ; 


firſt nne, that offers,” ee Tau 


of affairs, that can be ſo immerſed i in buſineſs, as not to look be- 


Thou wilt believe, dear CieA NDER, that I was highly pleaſed to 
hear my father talk thus. Upon ſuch occaſions, where his good- 
nature and humanity are to be exerted, he ever peaks leid than he 


% 


34 2 


L BETTE R na, and I cannot but promiſe myſelf, that thou wilt Wed be © 


' ——— reſtored to the arms of thy friends. Here thou wilt be moſt cordially f 


fected compliance with thoſe propoſed by others. +, rn 
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welcome. I am impatient to make thee acquainted with every par- . 
ticular of my happineſs. For happy I am in my new ſituation, to 


the extent of my deſires. _ Not becaule, ab ſucceſſor to SISAMN8s, 5 : 


I am thus early ranked among the principal ſatraps, and command 5 


in Hyrcania ; ; nor that, when I look round from this lofty. promon- 


tory, my own poſſeſſions compoſe the various landſcape. | It is not 


the palaces, the villas, the elegant furniture, the magnificent equi- 5 


page, that I would boaſt to thee. SiSAMNEs gave infinitely more | | 
than all theſe, when with his dying hand he gave me his daughter. 3 
Her figure, her air, her voice, all expreſs that graceful eaſe and en- 
gaging ſoftneſs, which run through her whole character. But the 


humbleſt ſenſe of her own excellencies, and a ſhyneſs of applauſe, 
however deſerved, permit her friends alone to know, that to the de- 
licate beauties of a female mind ſhe adds the ſtronger features of a 
manly underſtanding; an apprehenſion inſtantly to ſeize, and a taſte d 


exactly to determine, the merit of whatever comes before her; a 
firmneſs, yet only tried in the little occurrences of life, but which 
may be equally depended upon in the moſt important caſes; a po- 
pular benevolence, which makes all who approach her eaſy ; and a 
nicety in her friendſhips, which keeps off the forward and undeſerv- 
ing. Fondly to lean on ſuch a boſom, to have ſuch a heart entirely 
mine to retire to, can I form a wiſh beyond it? Here, perplexed 


: with court-faQtions, and fatigued with publick buſineſs, I may de- 


poſit all my cares; think them over again, aſſiſted by the trueſt good 


ſenſe; or loſe all thought of them in the tendereſt endearments. 
And here, in my happier hours, theſe ſeaſons of domeſtick life, 


do I find a perpetual ſource of delights; a taſte for the ſame amuſe- 
ments, a ſpirit to invent new ſcenes of entertainment, and an unaf- 


For 
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For we are not in ſolitude at this place; a ſelect party of frtends LETTE 1 5 0 


CLX VI. 


ſhare with us, and improve the pleaſures of the place. AZ ANR 3 


never leaves us; ſhe is of a turn more lively and eager than my 


| PARMYS, but has a heart amiable as her ſiſter's. The daughter of 
the Deſtoor * of Sogdiana was'educated in this family, and is looked 


upon as a part of it. Tou know her ſufficiently by the Hymn to 


the Night, which CHARICLES brought you; and your Greek com- 


| pliment of the tenth Muſe is, I aſſure you, by no means an extra- 


vagant one. Our company of the other ſex are the old partners 
of my Bactrian ſtudies; and ſome of our young nobility, who are 


connected with me in the publick ſervice, and whoſe conduct and 
way of thinking give them ſtill a more honourable diſtinction. Thou 
knoweſt, CLEANDER, how I enjoy ſuch a ſociety as this; PARMYs 


and AZANE are no leſs taken with it. But what a wretch ſhould L 


have been, had I entered into a family incapable of theſe rational 
entertainments? And when look round the court, how do I won- 


der at my. good fortune? As faſhion has a ſtronger influence over 


the fair ſex, they are more generally degenerated from the old Per- 
ſian ſeverity than we are. The becoming reſerve, the houſehold- 
virtues of our mothers, are the ſubjects of ridicule ; and the wo- 
mens apartments have loſt that air of inviolable ſanctity, that uſed 


to ſurround them. An eternal round of trifling pleaſures leaves 


4 


3 


no room for improvement or reflection; weakens the nobler faculties, 


and expoſes the mind to any impreſſions. Hence ridiculous fears, 
impotent paſſions, extravagant deſires, and a long train of follies, 
too often ending in vice and infamy. 5 | 


At Taoces thou wilt meet with none of this riot and impertinence ; 


all here is calm and natural : : the manners of the laſt age, ſet off by 


* „Das a title of FAY among the Magi. Hroz writes it Deſtur, nd ſays 
there was one of them over the prieſts of every province. Note by the Tranſlator. 


5 „ the 
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1 BT E R the 4 of ours. Make haſt; then, ind join. j in our : cn. . 2 
— tions; they are imperfect without thee, As ſoon. as ever the flats 
15 bol Grecian politicks can ſpare thee, throw thyſelf at the feet of. 
e ARTAXERXES, diſpatch the laſt buſineſs before the council of ſeven, is 

: and begin thy retirement with us. For think not, we will ſuffer te 

4 improvements. thou art projecting at thy Lydian farms, to engroſy - 

| thee. Here I can promiſe you an abſolute liberty of enj joying your 
friends, or your own reveries ; people, who will receive you cheer« 
fully, not purſue you impertinently ; and a moſt attentive audience 


to every circumſtance 1 age e and the 9 15 1 5 
of your travels. | | 
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CLEANDER PR | Hanpanar of $idon, et of the Perſian gall | 


F rom Athens. 
i 
1 No 48 TE that,” _ hs dr 65 our gracio ious e 
thou wert promoted to the diſtinguiſhed rank, which thou now 


holdeſt in bis m__ than I determined to e thee 1 in the 
moſt affectionate n ; 


LETTER 
CLXVII. - 


My private friend@hip and gratitude, 5 the my which thou 1 


once exertedſt in reſcuing me, with thy ſingle trireme, out of the 
hands of that terror of the Mediterranean, the pirate SosrRAT Us, 
oblige me not to be ſilent on this occaſion. But my zeal for the ho- 


nour and ſafety of the empire, and my thorough conviction how 


much thy advancement will contribute towards both, render the ſa- | 


tisfaction I take in it more meritorious, by heightening it from a ſo- 
cial into a publick virtue. Let me firſt, like a good ſubject, applaud 
the wiſdom of ART AXERXES, who, inſtead of following the too 


numerous precedents of former reigns, in throwing away ſo im- 


portant a poſt upon ſome upſtart favourite, as the price of court- 
ſervility and mean arts, or an indolent prince of the blood, ruled by 
men of worſe principles, but more diſcernment, than himſelf, has,, 

on the contrary, filled it with the ableſt and moſt active naval officer 
In his dominions. 


It is "TE thy firmneſs and experience, valiant HARBAHAL, that I 
expe&t a very conſiderable reform in the management of our fleets. 


to 


Thy duty to — ſovereign calls upon — not to ſuffer his ſervice | 


x: 2 ATHE NI aN LE "wks 


18 1 R to be e in the manner it has hitherto: bern. Thy parts . 1 


—— knowledge will ſuggeſt the fitteſt methods of i improvement; and the 


genius of the preſent vigorous adminiſtration will enable thee to ny 
them into execution with ſpirit and effect. 


\ 
” : 0 5 „ 


I have e been offcnded at that [DE and inconvenient practice 
which pervails, as well in manning our fleets, as in recruiting our 
armies; I mean that of forcing the rude inhabitants of the villages 
to enliſt themſelves upon any exigency, and driving them in chains 
on board the ſhips, which are thus filled with unſkilful, uſeleſs, and 
diſcontented ſailors, ready either for mutiny or flight; whilſt the 
provinces are drained of thoſe, whoſe induſtry ſhould enrich the ſoil 
with tillage, and adorn the face of it with Fee | 

Another great and growing evil in our fleets bn been a remiſfſneſs 
of diſcipline. I have heard ſuch as were well acquainted with the 
tranſactions of that time complain, that, during the long war againſt. 
the Greeks, many inſtances were notorious, where the commanders 
had failed in their duty, had fled before an inferior force, abandoned 
the merchants under their convoy to the enemy, and miſſed the moſt 
favourable opportunities of acting; and yet not the leaſt puniſhment 

enſued, and ſcarcely the flight diſgrace o of a Wen was inflicted 
upon the offenders. 


I am afraid the ruſt and inactivity of peace has not much contri- 
buted towards the neceſſary work of reformation in theſe particulars. 
I have heard, that many officers have arrived at preferment 1 in the 
gallies, which thou commandeſt, whoſe names, in times of danger 
and action, would not have been heard of. Let it be thy care to 
anſwer the expectations 6f the publick, by diſcountenancing ſuch 
abuſes. Suppreſs the burdenſome method, in which the numbers 
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of the ſhips companies are des a parting: e for ſea» L Bar 15 a 
men, and inviting them, by comes and good treatment, from all CL 
parts of the empire. Repreſent with a decent boldneſs to the mi- b 
niſtry, when improper advancements are meditated ; nor be afraid 
of loſing an intereſt in the inner palace, which will be amply repaid 
to thee in the affection of the ſailors, che eſteem of the worthy and 
diſintereſted, and the weight en muſt at laſt acquire in the councils 
of Ks prince ; Os. 


E my aallany; Friend, they Gs I how akon in n | 
my ſentiments, inconſiderable as they are, upon matters which have 
occaſionally fallen under my obſervation, and in which thou haſt 
been converſant thy whole life. But the example I have before my 
eyes of this republick, which, merely by the ſtrength of its naval 
force, has raiſed itſelf to ſuch an envied height of reputation and 
power, muſt frequently turn the attention of a thinking man to ſpecu- 
lations of this nature, and may, perhaps, excite thy curioſity to know, e * 
what remarks my long reſidence here has enabled me to make on the 

advantages, which Athens has ſecured to herſelf by the extent of her 
commerce, and the protection of her floating bulwarks. = 


Pon 


* The former was, | before this war 8 out, in tf flouriſhing a 
condition, that ſcarcely a merchant-ſhip o of any of the neighbouring | 
ſtates navigated theſe ſeas, without taking the Pirzeus in her voyage; | 
and not only found the readieſt and beft vent for her own cargo, but - | 1 
replaced it either with the native commodities of the Place, oil, 
honey, and corn, or thoſe of foreign countries, which are always 

laid up in the well-ſtored magazines of its traders. Nor need I 
mention how much, by the univerſal reſort of foreigners, the Athe- 


& 


"iP Many of the obſervations in ba following part of this letter are confirmed vy 
XxNorhox, in his tracts, Tepi wohuxelag and wapi- wo e | 
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L. K R nians have enriched their pecuhar dialect above the reſt of: Sees 
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with the choiceſt and moſt ſignificant expreſſions,” without debaſing 
its purity and elegance by the mixture. Their correſpondence with 


Sicily, Cyprus, and the coafts of Afia Minor, has always ſupplied 1 


them with plenty and variety of the beſt proviſions at no extrava- 


gant rates. A more extraordinary circumſtanee, which 1 cannot 


help adding under this head, is, that Athens is che only tate in 


Greece, or in any other country that 1 know of, where a general 

| opulence enables even the lower kind of people to live with eaſe and 
convenience, and that chiefly by the frequency of publick ſacrifices, - 
at which large doles of fleſh and bread are diftributed to the Poor, 


and the number of edifices, as baths, gymnaſia, &c. erected at the 
publick charge for the uſe of all the citizens. And, notwithſtanding 
the unavoidable inconveniences with which commerce, and-the be- 


nefits derived from it, muſt always be embarraſſed, during a ftate © 
| hoſtility betweet nation and nation, it may eaſily be proved, that 
the Peloponneſian trade and navigation have ſuffered in an infinitely 
larger proportion than the Athenian, by the continuance of this 
breach. For fince the action at Pylus, the fleets of the latter are 


maſters of the ſea without controul, and not only ſuperior to the 
ſcattered ſquadrons of the enemy, but numerous enough to protect 


their own commerce, and interrupt their rivals; and, what is of 
the higheſt conſequence, to oblige even neutral powers to carry on 


an almoſt excluſive traffick with this republick, and not to export 


their naval ſtores, or the products of their looms and their mines, | 


* 


without its knowledge and conſent. ; 


Another principal and diſtinguiſhing ſuperiority, which the naval 
ſtrength of the Athenians has afforded them through the whole 
| courſe of the war, and which alone has proved fufficient to diſcon- 

eert the beſt- framed projects of their — is, that whenever 
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* ellen ate e eee e ee 
waſte Attica, inveſting its metropolis, ans obliging the ane — 
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* 


of the land to cry out for a pes 


to Lee the man conſequences of their « ft 


ne eee p. &, (as they dog 1 this year in Th) 
and obliged the enemies, before their troops had made any progreſs, 
to recal them for their own defence; inſomuch that, all circum- 


| ſtances conſidered, though particular perſons have ſuffered by cap- 


tures, and the owners of the ſoil been conſiderably impoveriſhed, 
the Athenians have been able to ſupport their trade, and to obtain 
ſeveral ſignal advantages, particularly one this ſummer, which is 
pretty deciſive, may be ſaid to weigh heavieſt in the balance of 
Greece; and unleſs they make the object of the wax more extenſive 


than they can well take in, or feel the influence of Perſia in the op- 


polite ſcale, muſt, | in all human probability, come out of it with an 
increaſ e both of * 7 terry 


1 might carry this un. fil further, and aſſert, that were 8 
the ſeat of the Athenian government and their naval ſtrength. tranſ- 
ferred from the continent into a neighbouring iſland, (though of no 


greater extent and fruitfulneſs than Attica, ) their power would be 


eſteemed twice as conſiderable. For not to inſiſt upon the additional 


ſecurity againſt conqueſt and invaſion, which would reſult from the 


ſea's being their barrier on all ſides, it would entirely remove the 
greateſt danger, to which the republick 3 18 expoſed in its preſent ſitu- 
ation; for theſe yearly devaſtations? are the grounds of perpetual ani- 


moſities in one part of the citizens againſt the other. The owners 
of the land, and their tenants, (a very uſeful and conſiderable part 


of the community, ) ſee their lands ravaged, their farms laid in ruins, 
and their families Gepriyes. of ſubſiſtence, by the frequent incurſions 
„„ | of 
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ty ATH EENTAN IEE R "I, 15 — 5 
of hs Pel oponneſians; whilſt the trierarchs and land N are en- 
— — riching themſelves with the plunder of the enemy, and from the 

protection afforded to trade, the Pirzeus | is crowded with the veſſels : 
of its opulent merchants, either carrying out the commodities of 
Athens, or bringing back thoſe of other countries 3 in return. 


he 
land-holders being therefore with good reaſon weary of che conti- 5 


nuance of the war, are reproached by the oppoſite party with wiſh- 


ing well to the arms of Lacedzmon. i The caſe would be infinitely 
worſe, if the allies were to make themſelves maſters of any con- 
ſiderable fortreſs i in Attica, which, by an unaccountable miſconduct, ; 
they have not hitherto attempted. The internal feuds might then 


riſe ſo high, as to become really dangerous to the ſtate; the clamours 


of peace almoſt at any rate muſt increaſe; and whilſt foreign aſſiſt- 


ance might be ſo eaſily called in by thoſe who diſlike the proceed- 
ings of the majority, the occaſion would be inviting to ſuch as were 


determined to riſk the publick. ſafety for the fake of gratifying their 


own N 


The concluſion from what I have been ſaying | is evident, that an 
inſular ſituation would go to the root of this increaſing evil, and. 


tend to unite the two jarring intereſts, which unhappily prevail at 
the preſent juncture within the walls of Athens. What has been 


already advanced, may likewiſe inculcate another maxim, that with- 


out an extended commerce firſt obtained, the revenues of Perſia 


would never raiſe a fleet able to venture a battle for the empire of 
the ſea, though they were all employed in that ſingle ſervice. It is 
conſtant practice, and variety of maritime employment, that pro- 
duces a hardy and numerous breed of ſailors, of experienced and 
gallant officers. It is trade alone, which can improve naval archi- 


tecture by exerciſing the ingenuity of able ſhipwrights and artificers, 
and keeping them in conſtant buſineſs. Without the demands which 
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—_— 7 TOES ; F the religion G. Perſia pate any aihen recommendation, han 
3 ; —— its agreecableneſs to the genuine and uncorrupted dictates of rea· 
58 ſon; if it required any compariſon with others, to ſhew its »ſupe- 
riority, and ſet off its excellence to advantage, I know of none 
that would anſwer the purpoſe better than the Athenian. The one 
is a ſteady and uniform plan, wherein the notion of one Supreme 
Being, the eſſential duties that flow from thence, and the ſame 
ſcheme of religious ſervice, have been kept pure and unchanged 
through a ſucceſſion of many ages. The other is always in an un- 
ſettled and fluctuating ſtate, ever increaſing the catalogue of its 
divinities, and conſequently altering the ceremonial of its worſhip. 
For the religious inſtitutions of Athens have all along been conform- 
able to the cuſtoms, and gone through the gradual refinements of 
civil life; and beſides her ſingular complaiſance in adopting the 
gods of all other countries with whom ſhe has any intercourſe, -ſhe 
finds frequent occaſions of admitting new ones of her own, by i 
ſolemn act of the great rounelt. 


Whether their minds here are not enough enlarged to have any 
notion of a Deity, whoſe comprehenſive view can take in the whole 
compaſs of the creation, and whoſe power can regulate all the va- 
rious parts of nature ; or whether they think, that the adminiſtra- 
uon of ſo vaſt and extenſive a province muſt diſquiet the mind, and 
diminiſh the happineſs of any being; however this be, they divide 
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the — of the world among a number of 1 divinities, or 45 toy f 
each of which exerciſes a kind of local juriſdiction, and preſides with —— 
uncontrouled and W authority over his own partie 
diſtrict. As each has a gn mode of Fenn, his IE fer of 
| miniſters, and diſtingui | 
happily kept ſeparate, nk | hay fublilt ES n | i or 
enmity. Each religious ſyſtem, circumſcribed, as it were, within 
the orb of its own influence, has no malign aſpect towards any 
other; but their reſpective votaries, ſatisfied with the free exerciſe 
of the ſervice which is appointed to be paid to their patron god, en- 
tertain no jealouſies about, nor are inclined 1 to call in en the 
pretenſions of che F ˙ . 


5 But however confined and limited in their anhorks the Athe- EL 5 
” nians ſuppoſe theſe preſiding powers to be, they are careful to make EEE} oy a 1 
1 their religious application to them at ſtated times, beſides ſuch ſeaſons „ 
as more particularly incline them to apply for their aſſiſtance; for 8 bil 
they think nothing happens without their cognizance, or can be 15 1 
brought to a happy iſſue without their concurrence. Their manner = 
of ſupplicating is with green boughs of laurel or olive i in their hands, 
twiſted round with wool, and with garlands on their —_— i .-. | 
which particularities have a meaning; but too myſtical or refined to 2x £44 
5 be entered into. The poſture of the petitioner is different on 
acterent occaſions; but the humility of it is ſuited in ſome ſort 
| to the greatneſs of the diſtreſs the ſupplicant is in, and the dignity Ff 
of the divinity. They ſometimes proſtrate themſelves on the thre - 1 
. ſholds of the temples; ſometimes with reverential awe kiſs the . 
or embrace the knees; or, if they are more ſanguine in their ex- 
_ pctations of aſſiſtance, preſume to touch the chin or cheeks of the 
* ſacred ſtatues; on n as. they: are viſible 8 of their 
F | 38 deities, : 
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A 5 84 R deities, bs to excite or en their piety, they: are not of daring 


—— in the ornaments they beſtow, either as to the W of the _ = 
7 | Nen or W of the materials. ee ee Bono  * 


DB. 


| Hs mach ener} if 121 W or outward exhibitions of the 
deity are neceſſary in our devotional exerciſes; how much more 
fitted to heighten our admiration, as well as inform the underſtand. 
ing, are our Mithriack figures? For at the ſame time that they 
make a more magnificent diſplay of the divine glory, and afford a 
more proper ſymbol of his preſence and emblem of his purity, they 
contribute to the improvement of the worſhippers, and ſerve to 
imprint on their minds a _ knowledge of * Planetary 5 


The Abende are very particular, both in their publick and pri- 
vate offices of devotion, in ſpecifying what teſtimonies of divine 
power they are deſirous of obtaining; and on ſome occaſions they 
mention ſuch of their allies as they wiſh may ſhare with them in the 
benefits they aſk for. But the Spartans are more humble and re- 
ſerved in their petitions, modeſtly referring all events to the wiſe 
and gracious diſpoſal of their deities, and only requeſting in ge- 
neral, what may moſt promote their honour, and conduce to their 
happineſs. Ls Ss | 
| 
On ſome important and intereſting occaſions, they have publick 
ſupplications of many days continuance; during which, as they are de- 
voted wholly to religious matters, buſineſs of every other kind is ſuſ- 
pended. At theſe times the ſtatues of the gods, which are ſuppoſed 
to be informed with ſome degree of intelligence, are often placed 
on beds of marble or wood, that they may ſhare perſonally in the 
entertainment inſtituted to their honour. When they are beſet with 
| any 


A T H E N1 IAN L ETTE R . 
any imminent danger; they have petitionary hymns, in which 0 


miſe them a moſt honourable reception ; and unleſs they ſucceed in 


this e oY Sag all endeayours 70 fraud or force wm 
be ineffectual. 


Some, who * to a nearer intercourſe with the gods, offer 


their petitions in an unknown tongue. | Theſe words, they affirm, 


have a natural meaning, and were the original language of mankind ; 
but their intention is doubtleſs to practiſe upon the credulous and 


unwary vulgar, who are apt to receive with the more reverence what 
W are not able to underſtand. Py 


When they are ſeated on the heatth, the place confocratel to the 
houſehold gods, it is not uſual to make any verbal requeſts ; their 
ſilence, and the ſadneſs of their garb, the aſhes, and the humility of 
their ſituation, being ſuppoſed to ſpeak with more force and energy 
of perſuaſion, than any expreſſion that could be uttered. In caſes 
of extremity, the petitioners ſometimes tear their hair in a frantick 
manner, and offer it to the deity. This method of ſupplication i bs: 


thought more expreſſive of their diſtreſs, and more likely to move 
compaſſion. But a cuſtom prevails at Sparta, that I can hardly 
mention without indignation and horror: at one of their celebrated 
feſtivals they tear the backs of their youth 1 with - whips before an 


altar of DANA; and think the blood that is ſhed by that ſevere 
VOL, 11. 3 ____UOperation, 


\ 


| * 
* | * 


- CEXVIIL 
celebrate the glory of their tutelary deity, and then invite him to — 


reſide among them. His arrival is uſhered in with great form, and 
as ſoon as their difficulties are got over, his departure is attended 
with equal ſolemnity. When they are beſieging the cities of their 
neighbours, they have particular forms of evocation to draw over 

the guardian gods of the place to their party. In theſe they pro- 
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__=_ LETTER Y on, acceptable to the goddeſs. Their: parents: are a "2 
= 9 5 1 2 their ſons to bear this piece of pious, e 4 
with a reſolution worthy of a Laconian education. Is it not, ve- 
nerable SMERDIS, bringing down the nature of divine beings too 
much to the human ſtandard, to ſuppoſe them to-be prevailed upon 
by the mere earneſtneſs and importunity of their votaries? + But to 
imagine, that they expect ſuch acts of unnatural rigour, or are 
pleaſed with the miſery of their, creatures, is ſurely to aſſimilate 
them to tyrants, and pervert the goodneſs and rectitude of their 


N to a reſemblance with the baſeſt of mankind. | 
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F all the parts of that enn del and wüülttiteus wentp; LETTER 
which are here i in uſe, facrificing is eſteemed to be of the moſt — 

conſequence, and is of courſe attended with the moſt ſolemnity. 5 
But it ſeems not now to be conſidered, according to its primary in- 

ſtitution, as a ſuitable expreſſion of men's gratitude, and token f 

their dependance; but rather as a donation, made expreſsly to con- 
ciliate the favour of the gods, and engage them to be more heartily 
in the intereſt of him who beſtows it. When ſimple cakes and 3 
water, and the ſpontaneous productions of nature, were offe 
efficacy of offerings was not ſuppoſed to conſiſt ſo much in the value oe 
of the thing, as in the warm” emotions of a thankful heart. But | 

—_ now- the more noble and coſtly the oblation, the more likely it is 

1 thought to anſwer the purpoſe of ingratiating the donor; and there- 

5 fore it is not to be wondered at, if theſe religious entertainments 

are often furniſhed out with the utmoſt” ety ang d profuſion of 

expence. 


r 


* 


£1 The very altars, on which their" ſacrifices are made, retain” no- 

. thing of the primæval plainneſs. They were at firſt only little 

3 heaps of earth or turfs, ſet apart for the ſacred uſe, by a ſmall liba- 

tion. But the conſecrations are now become a matter of great coſt 

and oſtentation; and they run into the greateſt extravagancies of 

fancy in the ſtructure of them, as to the figure in which they are 

made, the materials of which they confiſt, and the ornaments'by 

which they are diſtinguiſhed. 0 aonrdha v | 
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If any one ſhould v. of the ſtate of religion at Athens by the 


— number of its altars, he could not fail of receiving impreſſions very 


much in favour of their piety. For not only the temples, and moun- 


tains, and ſacred groves, abound with them, but they are to be 


found in every place of concourſe, whether for buſineſs, amuſe- 
ment, or exerciſe, 'in the fields and walks, the highways and hip- 
podrome; ſo that ſome of them are always at hand for the civil 


purpoſes of ratifying private alliances or publick treaties ; and who- 


ever is in a fit of devotion, or caſe of difficulty, can hardly ever 
want an immediate opportunity of explaining his Wale: or expreſſ- | 


ing his gratitude. | 
One circumſtance; inviolably obſerved in the ſituation of them, 
is peculiar enough. Such as are conſecrated to the celeſtial gods, 


are raiſed above the level of the ground; and ſuch as are. appro- 
priated to the infernal ones, are ſunk below it; the number of 


ſtepa, by which the approach is made to every one, exactly mark- 


ing out the rank. and aner which each enn, 18 holds in 


their ritual. fr | 2 


\ 


They 18 near to theſs "Wn places, as bang & in Gadd ſecret 


and inexplicable manner the ſuppoſed abode of their divinities, with. 


himſelf lay under no ſmall ſuſpicion of 1 


ſhewn to the laſt upon a very reaſonable account, becauſe that god 


the utmoſt veneration; and ſome remarkable ſtrokes of divine re- 
ſentment have fallen upon ſuch as have been daring enough to omit 
the leaft tittle of this religious obſervance. One was ſaid to have 
been ſtruck with lightning, not long ago, for preſuming to approach 
an altar of JUPITER with unwaſhed hands. - Slaves, perſons of im- 
moral lives, or baſe birth, are entirely excluded from them, except. 
in HERCULES's temple at Cynoſarges, where ſome indulgence is. 


The 
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The — ſacrifices hay always hag a near: affnkey to the LETTER. I 
different methods of living, that obtained 1 in different ages; : though — 


the beſt and choiceſt of every kind is with great care ſelected for —̃ 

1 theſe religious uſes. Of both which practices a very eaſy and , — 

| obvious account may be given; for men have been generally = . 5 
: partial in their own favour, as to imagine, that the gods —_— : 
beſt pleaſed with ſuch things as give moſt pleaſure to themſelves; . 

and thoſe beſides, who are concerned in this act of worſhip, have 

always a certain portion of the offering aſſigned to them, and ſhare e = 
with the gods in the entertainment. For the ſame reaſon perhaps it ER 
is, that cups are always to be preſented full, it being eſteemed irre- 
verent to allot any thing for the gods, that is not perfect in its kind; 
though wine was for a long time excluded from their ſacrificial feaſts 
through- a conceit, which the multitude had entertained, of its pro- 
fanenefs, on account of the vine's having ſprung from the blood of 


the Titans. At Sparta indeed, where they are leſs nice in n what wp „ =_ 
eat, they are leſs . in what they offer. TR] j —_ 
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At what time living creatures came to be lain, as proper offerings 
to the gods, is not a ſettled point; as it is far from being a ſatiſ- 
factory one, why they were ſlain at all. But the true cauſe and date 
of this uſage, as well as I can learn from converſation, or written 
memorials, ſeem to be, that they began to be in uſe as ſacrifices 
ſoon after they were in eſteem as food. The connexion between 
theſe things I have hinted at above. The labouring ox was indeed 
for ſome time ſpared at Athens; 4 but! importunate appetite at Taft pre- 
vailed, and the delicacy of his fleſh was an overmatch for every con- 
ſideration of uſe or gratitude; though a ſtrange cuſtom, which yet 
prevails here, ſeems to ſhew, that the Athenians are in ſome doubt 
as to the lawfulneſs of this practice; for the perſon who has killed 
the victim immediately — and leaves the axe behind him, to be 
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; moſt concerned} Ih XJ 


L R W wich againſt in a judicial ways as belt 
— be for the guilt of the action. . 


The Athenians offer ſacrifices | in. return for benefits —_ | 

well as in expectation of receiving them. As to the kind of theſe | 
offerings, each deity has his favourite and conſecrated ani al, heir | 
reaſons for ſuch appropriations are ſometimes intelligible ; but they 
run generally into infinite ſubtilty and refinement. Some regard i Wo. 
likewiſe had to the- circumſtances. of the offerer, and the ſolemnity 

of the occaſion; from the pomp of the hecatomb, uſed commonly | 
to diſtinguiſh the inauguration of kings, or triumphant return of 
conquerors, to the beggar's cheap and humble acknowledgment by 
only kifling his right hand. But I have ſometimes ſmiled at the ex- 
penſive and oftentatious gratitude of one of our Grecian philoſo- 
phers, who ſacrificed a hundred head of cattle. to the gods, for the 
extraordinary aſſiſtance he had Weed in the e of a . 
trical propoſition. 


How much more agreeable to good ſenſe and the nature of things 
was the original plainneſs and ſimplicity of Athens in her religious 
worſhip, than after all her boaſted adyances in arts and politeneſs ! 
How much more conformable to that religion, over which thou pre- 
ſideſt with ſo great faithfulneſs and dignity ! which teaches us, that 
whatever or whenever we eat, we ſhould. offer up a ſmall part of it 
to the Supreme Being, out of a dutiful ſenſe of his bounty, and ſup- 
plicate his forgiveneſs for the liberty we take in ee his crea- 
tures to our own ſupport and preſervation. = 
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T. Greeks, CuranDeR, are in our armies, and. our Heets, LETTER 5 
Y They traffick in all our provinces, and the court itſelf i r 7 70% 
- ; free from them. I think 1 find now and then a Perſian tinctured ES, 8 
1 by their converſation. In diſcourſe with a friend, who is not the | 

_ fridge obſerver of our religion and laws, I was amazed to hear him 

ſay, he thought himſelf under obligation to be virtuous, though I” 

the bleſſed. OR0MASDES had promiſed no reward to virtue. I de- : 
clare to thee, the ſentiment was ſo new to me, that 1 did not know, N 

whether to commend the diſintereſtedneſs that appeared i in it, or con- - 7 

demn the ſelf-ſufficiency of it, and the neglect it diſcovered of the 


bounty of OROMASDES. rg 


9 : 2 


—— 


= — Taper 


„ « The N rule (aid he) of right at wrong is obvious to all; 
=_ X*«< every ſociety ſuppoſes its members acquainted with it, and dend 
5 « its laws thereupon. He who will de ny, that actions are diſti nguiſh- 

f « able into honeſt, brave, generous, and their contraries, abjures 
. his reaſon; the uſe of which is no other than to enable him to 
_ X< diſtinguiſh things as they are in nature; and the man who would Lt. 
« ftrip himſelf naked, and baſk in the ſunſhine for coolneſs, or lie 
% down upon a pointed rock for caſe, acts as wiſely and properly as he 
« who would count it the ſame to give an hungry perſon bread or a 
« ſtone; or to inflict ſtripes upon the innocent and the guilty. The 
* rule i is eaſy and undeniable; to follow it, is to act our proper part; 
« to neglect it, 1s to deny « our nature, and the nature of all things: 
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42 
it is a rule which OROMASDES has not made for the government 


of our actions, but purſued it in his own. Belors creation, he 
comprehended in his view the exact. image of all things, though 
not yet in being; J matter, with all its variety of forms, relations, 
and effects; animal appetites, and rational powers. In this yaſt 


idea of innumerable parts, he perceived fome fit for ends which 
others were not ; that infinite uſe and beauty would reſult from the 


coaleſcence of theſe, and the ſeparation of thoſe. - As an ingenious 


artiſt, in contriving a curious machine, examines and rejects the 
imperfect ſchemes that occur to him, till he can collect from 


N amongſt them the true model to work upon. Thus the Almighty 1 


Artificer ſubmitted to work, according to the relations which 
things muſt bear one to another; univerſal nature was copied- from 


a model in the divine mind, in which we can obſerve no blemiſh, 
| becauſe order was there preferred to confuſion, and truth to in- 


* 


conliſtency. 


After creation commenced the moral ceconomy of the Deity, 


which, according to the ſame rule of truth, will find an exact 
recompence for the virtuous, and a ſuitable vengeance for the 
wicked. But why? is it not becauſe this 1s treating human 


actions condignly; ; and the divine wiſdom cannot miſapply its 


rewards? The truly wiſe man then looks upon actions in the 
ſame light with God; he conſiders virtue as diſtinguiſhed in na- 


ture from vice, and thinks it amiable enough to be followed 


for its own ſake, and if the Almighty recompence ſuch a con- 
duct, he accepts that bounty with thankfulneſs, which was no 


motive to his actions. To follow a reward, and to follow virtue, 
are to him things widely different; the purſuit of this is ever ho- 


nourable, and founded i in reaſon ; the other 1 is no more than ſelf- 
8 e intereſt 
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« intereſt ad cunning; my baſeſt motives for the guidance of a rea- 
ſonable creature.” 


0 My friend, (ad I) I confeſs! it is ih curtis "AIR alone, the 


author of miſrule, who would confound truth and falſehood, light 


and darkneſs ; who would make his ſway univerſal, by diſſolving 


the ties of virtue, which unite all the parts of the kingdom of 
OROMASsDEs. He indeed obſerves this rule of truth through all 


306 


LETTER 
n 


* 
1 * 


his works; for his wiſdom exhibits it to his view, and approves 
it, and nothing can divert him from acting according to it. But 
ſurely you would not, without any farther inducements, preſeribe 


the ſame rule to man, who would find ſuch difficulty in the ob- 


ſervance, and a bias ſo frequently to decline from it. And ſhould 


we ſuppoſe, that the virtuous man, at the hazard of all his intereſts, 
purſues it throughout ; will not this extraordinary paradox be the 


reſult, that the virtuous man excels his Creator ; fince he governs 


his actions by the ſame common rule, but with greater danger and 
diſintereſtedneſs? A deduction ſo clear, and at the ſame time fo 


abſurd, is ſufficient to convince us, nt our arguings are > ſome- : 


where falſe. 


it muſt be its firſt concern. Let that be ſecured, (as in the Su- 
preme Being it is beyond all poſſibility of change,) and then it 


will be at liberty to obſerve the beauty and force of this bows 


which I cannot but approve in its own nature, but ſhould be as 


ridiculous to purſue to my own. miſery, as a poor man to ſquan- 


der away, out of an affected generoſity, the ſmall means neceſſary 


for his own preſervation. Diſintereſtedneſs is madneſs i in a crea | 


ture, who has conſtant intimations of his miſery and weakneſs ; 


and, unleſs ſelf-preſervation could be reconciled with the rule of 
VOL. II. 5 n 35„5„%%ͤͥ p 
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virtue, this would not have been the meaſure of W Actions 
We truſt therefore, that ORoMAsDEs will not let us ler for 
our adherence to virtue; but that we ſhall be recompenſed for any : 


interruption of our happineſs in its purſuit. Such a confidence 


enables us to act without apprehenſion, and brings us near to the 


ö circumſtances of the Deity, whoſe happineſs 18 altogether con- IT 
- ſiſtent with the rule of his actions. As a philoſopher then 1 


ſhould think, that the perfect law of truth was immediately, and 


for i its own ſake, regarded by the Deity alone; and by all created 
beings through him. I do not hereby deny the univerſality of 
this law, but only take into it a conſideration of our dependanee 
on him, whence we had our being. What more juſt than this? 


Nor is it ungenerous and mercenary, as you ſeem to think; for I 
would follow virtue ſteadily, while I might .with tranquillity ; ; 


and when I could not do this, I would ſtill follow virtue, pro- 
vided you will let me aſſure myſelf, (what cannat he excluded from 
the mind of man,) that my conduct is approved by the D Deity, 


and that he will ſome time vindicate it by his favour. And on 


my part, to ſhew all the diſintereſtedneſs that a needy creature 


can do, I will not pretend to preſcribe terms to him, nor aſk 
when, or where: though, it be beyond the grave, and in worlds 


to come, I am contented ; and hereby ſhew a ann confidence 
in my Maker.” | TY 


This was my anſwer, CrranDER; and I confeſs I know no bet- 


ter. All religion is declaredly on my ſide. I think too, I have the 
authority of all legiſlators for my opinion of human nature, who do 
not expect our obedience to laws, without promiſing proportion- 
able advantages. Matter of fact ſpeaks aloud for me on every ſide; 
for where do we meet with general induſtry, courage, and virtues 


of every ſort, but under the protection and encouragement of a 
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"HARICLES arrived here laſt agb from the court at Sula, hh 


incloſed, which I ſhall not fail to make uſe of in any thing that re- 
quires great ſecrecy. | It is Mpoſlible for me to expreſs the concern 


— 


and aſtoniſhment I felt, whilſt I read the account thou giveſt me of 


LETTER 
CLXX. | 


LETTER 
put into my hands a diſpatch from thee, with ſome characters 


CLXXI. 


the king's illneſs. Every melancholy idea, every fatal conſequence 


crowded at once into my mind. But how greatly was I revived by 


the ſurprizing good effect with which a remedy out of HIppO- 
CRATES was adminiſtered ! 
has received. from the courtiers, who, as my nephew informs me, 
were preparing, when he took horſe, to congratulate the king To 
his e. | 


I EY with thee, noble fexibe, in thy grief kor the yas | 
viour of TERITEUCHMES. It is ſcarcely credible, that one who 


ALEXIAS well deſerves the honours he 


bore the moſt diſtant affinity to thee, much leſs one who, by his long 


employment under thee, had opportunities of diſcerning the frequent 
proofs thou giveſt of fidelity, and an unexampled diſintereſtedneſs, 


ſhould act ſo corrupt, ſo vile a part, and make ſo ungratefiil a re- 
turn to all thy favours. The danger to myſelf was light, I aſſure 
thee, even in my own  cliimation, when compared with the detri- 
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þ # E/TTER ment which the king 8 affairs muſt Ss received, had his ans 


continued. At the ſame time thy friendly care on N account can 
8 never be ſufficiently E | 


. Surely there are times, mh AziMANtos i is buſy 1 in 4 the 
1 of treachery amongſt mankind, and promoting the downfal of 
empires by internal commotions. He has, at this juncture, infatu- | 


ated the governors of Cyprus and Egypt, and dazzled their eyes 

with the deluſive glare of royalty and N FJ. 

. eee, 2s. 1 . 
1 


+ Note by u the Tranſlator} The Jewiſh tranſlator 11 us, that the originit . 

has in this place received ſome damage from fire; ſo that the remainder of this im- 
portant difpatch ! is become abſolutely illegible. He could juſt diſcern the traces of 
letters unlike any he had before met with, which he ſuppoſes were the characters. 
mentioned to have been ſent by CHARIcLES, probably a kind of cypher. We cannot 
but condole with our readers, on an accident which has deprived them of a material 
anecdote relating to the above-mentioned governors, whoſe intended revolt was in all 
likelihood prevented by the vigilance and induſtry of CLRAND ER and his patron; for 
we hear no more of it. It is no wonder, that the learned MesnoBas, in the grief 
of his heart, proteſts, that he would willingly give up twice the number of Pages in 
the Tn, to recover thoſe which are defaced in 5 Perſian MS. | 
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The affair of Txnrrzügm MES, frogs the want of Dent s letter, to wh cr E- S: 1 
' ANDER refers, is alſo very obſcure. Thus much appears, that he was a relation of 0 

the chief ſcribe, who had been employed in his office, and probably intruſted with 7 
N affairs of conſequence; and that he betrayed what paſſed through his hands to Py- 
ku, but was detected before his treachery had produced any bad effect. 'Thoſe 
Who love to amuſe themſelves with hiſtorical parallels, may compare this accident 
with one of the ſame nature, that happened to a very able miniſter, M. ViLLEROY, 
ſecretary of ſtate to K. Henzr' the IVth of France. NicoLas ps L'HosTE, his god- 
ſon, and firſt commis, took a bribe of 1200 crowns per annum from the court of 
Spain, to give them advice of the moſt ſecre ttranſactions in his maſter's department. 
After having continued this traiterous correſpondence for ſome years, he was diſco- 
vered ing very odd manner. The whole tory, which is a curious one, may be found. 
in SULLY'S 8 vol. iv. 
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pen of HyDA8PEs of a birth-day ſolemnity, I, alas! CL E- 
ANDER, am indiQting ; a letter to thee in his ſtead, which Rag turn upon 
a very different ſcene, the melancholy obſequies of that HyDasPzs, 


our amiable friend. Such is the generoſity of thy nature, that thou 
wilt, I dare ſay, lament with me his loſs, from the pureſt- motives 
of a diſintereſted friendſhip ; ;. whilſt thoſe who have too little of the 
tender paſſions in their conſtitution, to be much affected upon the 


like ee cannot help beſtowing a tear on his memory. 


The aſt birth-day of ARTAXE RXES was Meta with more 
than uſual pomp. When the days of publiek audience were ex- 
pired, (during which the great king is ſeated on his ſplendid throne 


* 


tude which reſort to Suſa upon theſe occaſions, were feaſted. in that 


great * called the court of che garden of the king $ pole . 
The 


* We have, in the firſt chapter of the book of Eſther, a full 4 ee of the 
magniſicence of the Perſian kings upon theſe publick entertainments. We read of 


white, green, and blue hangings faſtened with cords of fine linen and purple to filver 


rings and pillars of marble ; that the beds were of gold and ſilver upon a pavement of 
red, blue, white, and black marble; and that the drinking veſſels were of gold, the 


veſſels being diverſe one from another; and royal wine in abundance, according to the 
ſtate of the king. We read likewiſe at the 8th verſe, that the cuſtom of compelling 


men to drink more, upon ſuch occaſions, than would do them good, was very much 
_ Ubouraged 


Ini . art e 9 * lids dekeription frog he LETT ER | 
CLXXH. 


to receive the addreſſes of his ſatraps, with the preſents that are ſent 5 
from every province of the empire, ) then all that numerous multi- 
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is ſhould cauſe to be for ever baniſhed from theſe publick rej oicings, | 


| temperate of his ſubjects. The wiſdom of ARTAXERXES has long 
ſince diſavowed that ridiculous privilege, which he thought incon- 
ſiſtent with the dignity of our monarchs, that of drinking immode- 
rately themſelves, and joining in the Perfick dance * at ſuch ſeaſons. ; 
But let us draw a veil over this indiſcretion, which perhaps is the 


upon this grand occaſion, contributed more than che royal wine, to 


verſal eſteem. None have I known ſa unenvied in his greatneſs, 
becauſe ſuch was the uſe he made of his intereſt with his ſovereign, 


diſcouraged by AnAsuERUs. And as we have ſome antes to conclude, that the 
 AHASUERUS there mentioned was the ſame with our ARTaxERXts, one is the more 
ſurprized, that Hypasyes, who has, through the courſe of theſe letters, ſupported 


upon himſelf. Note by the Tranſlator. 


mere are who ſtand in ſo amiable a light. None have I known 


of flattery, he diſdained to recommend himſelf to the favour of his 


ATHENIAN LETTERS. 


The wide ſolemnity was conducted according: to the ancient OY 
toms, which are well ſuited to the magnificence of the ſupreme 
Lord of the Eaſt. But there is one thing which our preſent Sie 


that exceſs which has been thought neceſſary to expreſs our loyalty - 
upon ſuch occaſions, and has too often proved fatal to the beſt and moſt 


only conſiderable one you will find throughout the life of that ex- 
cellent ſatrap. - And indeed it is my opinion, that the hurry and 
fatigue he underwent in performing the ceremonials of his office, | 


2 I 15 


the cauſe of his NE death. 


Viey incapable am I of dike juſtice to his character, 05 few 


more largely poſſeſſed of all thoſe ſocial virtues which claim an uni- | 


that nobody had cauſe to wiſh it leſs. A ſtranger to the low arts 


the character of a very rational kind of man, ſhould have impoſed the fatal neceſſity 


* For the Perſick dance ſee XxNoEH. 6th book of the expedition of the younger | 
Cravs, where he thus deſcribes it ; ros N To Tlepowey aur. npoTGy Tag trag, va 
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prinki by any of thoſe indirect methods, or baſe 88 ah LETTER 
are too often the practice of a court. He never profeſſed friendſhip — 
here he was not cordially ſincere, much leſs to any perſon whom | 


he would ſecretly have betrayed. Nor did he ever expreſs a zeal in 
any cauſe to which he was not by honour and principle moſt firmly 


attached. In his addreſs and behaviour he ſhewed a becoming eaſe, 


a manly graceful neſs; nothing effeminate, nothing fantaſtical. Gay 
without t levity, and polite without aſſectation, he was perfectly ſkilled 


in the minuteſt exactneſſes, and all the moſt circumſtantial forms of 


a court, yet without looking upon thoſe things as of any conſider- 
ation, abſtracted from their place and time. The benevolence of 
his diſpoſition in v luntarily ſhewed itſelf in that perpetual ſereniry 
of temper, and natural cheerfulneſs, which could only flow from a 


good mind. Sure, CLEANDE R, ſuch a man does an honorr to his 
nation, while he ſhines among the principal ornaments of the court. 


Embaſſadors of foreign ſtates, by being introduced by him to the 


royal preſence, received a more heightened idea of the Perſian 


grandeur and politeneſs, than from all that dazzling ſhow which 
ſurrounds our monarch's throne. By an happy addreſs, an agree- 
able condeſcenſion, and engaging affability, he had the art to recon- 
cile ſtrangers to our cuſtoms, however different from their own. 
To thee, who haſt *converſed and correſponded with him, I need 


not mention the elegance with which he entertained his friends. 


Poſſeſſed of theſe virtues and accompliſhments, he died lamented ns 
his royal maſter, and by all who knew his worth. For my own 


part, ſo highly do I prize the reputation of his friendſhip, that if 


my name ſhall chance to go down to poſterity, I deſire no other me- 


morial to remain of me than this, that INTAPHERNES once lived 
the friend of HTDAgPRS, 8 A RS 3 | 
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2 CLEANDER «to HYLLUS., : . 


M brother has had, I find, a regard to the Satrap's recommend- 

ation; he has paid the price demanded for thee, and placed 
thee in my Tmolian villa. It will become thee, by thy. diligence 
and fidelity, to ſhew, thou haſt deſerved this advancement, from a 
laborious employment in the old gardens of CRoxsUs, to the com- 


mand over the peaſants of three villages, and the care of thoſe e works, 


which will be the delight of- thy maſter. 


Ever ſince the paſſing of the Fr, s grant to me, e 
no longer in fear of the royal collectors, have been remiſs in bring- 


Ing in the accuſtomed portion of their produce. This thou art. by 
no means to allow; and if any neglect thy ſummons, let them know 


that the governor of Sardis i is ready at any time to ſupply | thee with 
a number of ſoldiers, to be quartered at thy diſcretion upon the de- 
faulters, till ſatisfaction is made. There is another irregularity, 
which gives me more uneaſineſs ; the laſt ſeaſon of the gold fiſhery, 


| juſt before the tents were pitched for the officers of the. treaſury, 


ſome from the neighbouring farms wgre ſeen at work in the river *. 


Uſe all poſſible means to diſcover theſe offenders; thou knoweſt the 


ſeverity of the laws; and let the officers in their next journey find 
them n upon the ſpot. What an unworthy return to 188 gra- 


*":; 


The PaQolus.  Creanves's villa ſeems to have been ſituate upon this river, near 
the foot of Mount Tmolus, famous for 1 its ſaffron. 


5 : 
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cious lord, to ſuffer His revenue to be Pilloged n che er lands 
which [ owe to 188 bounty! 1 4 | 5 


When TELEPHANES 8 es, ſce- that he be entertained as be- 


comes my friend. He will 1 orders for ſeveral alterations i in the 


n of a fire-temple: let kim be ſupplied 
with ſuch materials and workmen as he demands. The quarry on 


villa, and lay the founda 


the other ſide the mountain will furniſh tone; or 1 W 
the tomb * of ALYATTES any more deface 
intend that venerable monument ſhall be re 


will make good the baſe, and the five rude TY} with the in- 
ſeriptions; and thou muſt plant a large circular grove of beech in 
the middle, and clumps of pines at proper diſtances round it. A 
double avenue of plane-trees muſt join the houſe to the temple ; and 
the banks of Gyges's lake are to be repaired, and all the variety of 
trees that the ſoil will bear, encouraged to grow upon them. The 
marble buſts of the King, MEcaByzZus, and GoBryas, are de- 
ſigned for the ſummer portico, which looks towards the north. 


'The ſtatues and vaſes TELBPHANES will * — the plant- 


ations. - 


There will be ſent from Epheſus twelve Spartan dogs : the Helot, 


who brings them, is to feed and train them: ſuch proviſions and 
conveniencies as he yants, muſt be allowed him. Prepare a ſtrong 
incloſure by the ri r- ſide for the horſes of the old Perſian race, 
out of the royal ſtud in Niſæa; and another for the camels, and the 


aſſes for tons, which OnsAMBs promiſed me > from Arabia. - Thou 


* Hænoporvs calls this a prodigious work, inferior only to- ; thoſe in Egypt and 


Babylon. It was a mound of earth raiſed upon a baſement of huge ſtones; and 
ſeems to have been a circle of 1300 feet diameter. Thoſe rude pyramids were intire 
in the hiſtorian's time. Near this monument was the lake of Gyges. | 
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e his meſſengers ten meaſures of ſaffron, and take care it be of the 

. fineſt growth of the mountain. 

©. Truſty HyLLvs, I enyy thee the buſineſs I now charge thee with 
1 IE 8 I long to be employed myſelf among my buildings and ; 


fl N a tions. Fear not, however, to loſe thy office: pref 


x SE  -raCter that is given of thee; and thy maſter, when he comes, will 
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ux regular remittances thou haſt made to me for a conſiderable L RTT ER 
ime paſt, oe Satrap, would ſcarcely have claimed my par- Te . 
ticular — ments, without the honour of thy letter, which 
has added the grace of private friendſhip to what might otherwiſe 
have ſeemed an ordinary of thy care in the execution off a 2.5 
publick | ed long ſince, that the ill deſigns 
of T1MOCLES, the Et ould not be limited by the exerciſe of 
his unwearied malice 1 
titude to his maſter. 
and the villain's flight, are 


like a generous enemy, thou art not ales 3 to „ Abend nn m7 
dignity to do an act of juſtice: to the meaneſt of the ſlaves of a 
TAXERXES. The promiſe thou haſt given me of protection relieves 

me from the apprehenſion of court- artifices; and I ſhall enjoy my | 
fields of ſaffron, and the ſprings at the foot of Tmolus, in ſecurity, 
while I know, that my conduct is approved by every miniſter in 
the king's palace, There is ſomething too in the reconciliation of 


2, potent adverſary, that flatters our vanity more than the continued 
© affection of a friend: 
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© one is often the effect of long acquaint- vil 


r 


2 — 


ance, prejudice, and habitua a il partiality ; the other, even againſt pre- 

judice, ſeems founded on the matureſt reſult of conviction. I Cane 0 
not perſuade myſelf, that the greatneſs of thy mind, or the lowneſs — 
of my condition, could ſuffer thee to make any advances towards 
me, but on the moſt honourable motives. | 
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—nm— quiries into that, which is the peculiar obje& of thy attention ; the 


ATHENIAN. LETTERS 7 
Thou art deſirous to know, how far I have been led by my in- 


ſources of wealth in this country, and its revenues. The Athenians 

value themſelves on the veins of marble, which they have kept open 
for many years in the mountain Hymettus: they adorn their city 
with it at an eaſy rate, and furniſh it to the reſt of Greece, and 
ſome parts of the Leſſer Aſia, But what has proved of the moſt 
ſignal advantage, both for enriching the ſtate and individuals, is the 
poſſeſſion of ſilver mines at Laurium, between the Pirzeus and Cape 
Sunium. Theſe are truly inexhauſtible ; and though they ſome- 
times complain of being overſtocked with labourers for the tillage of 
their lands, yet here is perpetual employment; they even allow 
ſtrangers to ſearch for them, if they will be at the expence of raiſing 
works, Silver being conſidered as the ſtandard of commerce, they 

know that the more they have of it, the greater will be the quantity 
annually exported by their merchants; and in return, the commo- 
dities of all other countries are brought home to them; ſo that the 
publick revenues are advantaged in two different ways by theſe 
works: firſt, by the aſſeſſment on the ore, as it comes out of the 
mine; and then, by a cuſtom levied on thoſe goods which are im- 
ported in exchange for it. Indeed it is not long, that they have 

made uſe of this benefit beſtowed on them by nature for the ſervices 
of the ſtate; ſince before the time of THrMIsTOCLES no tax was 
laid upon the digging of ore; but he propoſed the erecting that fund 
for the ſupport of the war againſt the e of Egina. 


© there i a general or iat of the want of miners, J can- 
not avoid digreſſing a little in this place, to open to thee a favourite 
project of ſome perſons; which is, that a large number of flaves 
ſhould be purchaſed by the commonwealth, to be let out to thoſe 
who have mines. A mark may be * on their habits, to . 

them 
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them from wb property of private men, and a certain LATOSS: 


price paid into the treaſury for the hire of them. Theſe flaves, if 
properly trained, might be uſeful in time of war, either for the fleet 
or ſoldiery ; they would always be a good defence of the fortreſſes 
at Anaphlyſium and Thoricus, which cover the mines to the ſouth, 
and to the north, about the diſtance of ſixty ſtadia from each other: 
and if another caſtle were built between both, e - -a 8 
rendezvous in time of danger, the ſilver mines might be protected =—_— 
better in any future invaſions of their territory. This caſtle would be =_ 
ſituated five hundred ſtadia from Megara, fix hundred from Thebes ; | 
ſo that ſhould an enemy march either of thoſe ways, he muſt paſs 
I by Athens. It is very probable, therefore, that no ſufficient force iN 
. , could be ſent to diſturb, much leſs to poſſeſs and uſe them. Beſides Gs J 
_ Al! this, if better encouragement were given to ſtrangers to ſettle in _—_— 
x Attica, by releaſing them from the very hazardous and diſagre | . 7 =_ 
employment of ſerving in their ſhips and armies ; by allotting, as a N —_— 
free gift to thoſe who would build houſes in Athens, the waſte —_—_— 
ground in ſeveral quarters of the city ; or by inviting them to ſettle =_ 
near the mines in the country, and raiſe a large town there; great + * 
eſtates would be made, the country would grow more populous, and - = 
the publick more wealthy. But the ſuperſtitious regard, in which =_ 
the name of TyEsevs is held by the Athenians, and a falſe maxim Ee : 
of policy, makes them adhere to what he did for them. He- very „ 
3 witely incorporated the twelve cities of Cecrops, when the ſtate was | . 
5 in its infancy, that their united efforts might tend under one ſcheme e oF 
of government to the common good. Now, it ſeems, they are de- 
termined to raiſe no more cities in Attica, leſt the ſtrength of Athens 
be diverted, and its greatneſs injured; and they rather chuſe, when 
2 = Ccrouded with too many inhabitants, to- ſend out colonies (as they 
7 did lately to Thurium) for the improvement of other countries, 
_ than to increaſe the inhabitants and buildings on their own ſoil. 
= A 1 return 
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I return to the revenues: The whole amount of. their Nr 
value is two thouſand talents; a conſiderable part of Which is 
raiſed, not only by the ſilver mines, and the cuſtoms of the Pirzeus, 


but by the loppings of the groves on the banks of the Iliffus, and 


the woods on the ſide of ſome of their hills. Another part ariſes 
from the duties laid on the profeſſion of particular trades and arts, 
and on ſtrangers and freed ſlaves. The judicial fines and amerce- 


ments bring in a large ſum to the ſtate, where the free and: ſtubborn. 


temper of the people ſo greatly inclines them to wunden A 


tenth of theſe is ſet aſide for MINERVA, a fiftieth for the other gods, 


and the reſt is carried into the treaſury. But the am payments 
exacted of the tributary cities are the ſureſt ſupport of the publick 
ſervice. They were originally levied under the alarm of general 
danger to all Greece, when it was over-run by XB Ax ES, and con- 

tinued afterwards as contributions to enable them to make head 
againſt Perſia, if a ſecond invaſion ſhould ever be deſigned or at- 
tempted. ARISTIDES firſt collected them, and raiſed four hundred 

and ſixty talents. PERICLES added near a third, ſo as to increaſe 
them to ſix hundred. CLEON (as furious a . as he was 
againſt the burdenſome taxes in the laſt adminiſtration) has enlarged 

them to eight hundred. And the fondneſs of the people for thea= 
trical entertainments, the erecting of temples and ftatues, joined 
to the growing charges of the war, will probably carry them much 


higher. Notwithſtanding the number of courts and j udges, before 
| whom all proceedings are brought in a legal way, one hundred and 


fifty talents ſuffice to defray their appointments; and yet, by the cor- 


ruption of thoſe who are at the head of affairs, theſe revenues are 


ery year expended by the commonwealth. 


The bretti of the proedroi has we keys of * . ; but 


as that pr eſidentſhip laſts only for a day, he is not allowed to keep 


them | 


4 I 
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them. inn nnd; no man 1 entratted wh them a . time. LETTER | 
CLXXIV. 
He takes no part in diſpoſing the revenue, which is aſſigned to the 50 =_ 
care of the principal treaſurer, and tlie comptroller of his nn, e 1 
who both wear mo ring: as the badges of their dignity. : 5 5 Mp 3 1 


The citadel ! is the only place where the wealth of the flare is 
lodged. How diſproportionate is this to the magnificence of the | | 1 
Perſian empire where, thou well knoweſt, the four cities of Suſa, C oo in Eo 
Perſepolis, Paſargada, and Damaſcus, can ſcarcely contain the —- 
ſhining heaps of ſilks, jewels, ſilver, and gold, which adorn - the 
court of our monarch, raiſe armies, equip fleets, and create the awe 
and the affection of thoſe millions, who either fear his power, or 
feel his liberaliry. Yet whence is it, that the little and compara- 
tively poor ſtate of Attica becomes even formidable to Aſia? Can 
it be for any other reaſon, great miniſter, than that eg oor 
preſſes the mind as much as poverty ? EN Ns 
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14 will not enter into a detail of the officers in Ws revenue. Thel 
ſwarm in every corner of Athens, and the cauſe of it is obvious. 
In a government like this, the miniſters,, who would..attach men to 
. ; their ſervice, muſt have a variety of employments in their power. 
_ It is very eaſy to find out a plauſible pretext for making a new officer 
in the management of the publick money, when it is not ſo in any | 1 
other part of the conſtitution; the conſequence of which is, that | 
the claims of dependents occaſion. gradual additions of this nature, 5 
which the intereſt of the — is at no time * 1 5 
cancel. 


«4 The taxes ; raiſed i in different ways by the eee are paid 
_ in current money of gold and filver. Not ſo is it in Perſia, Our 
coin as yet is not ſufficiently ſettled, nor divided into various ſhapes 
of leſſer value for the ſervices of life among the vulgar. Some at- 

aha Pho eee eee — tempts 
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int hand i ande covineila int Danius gained W * 
nour by the gold pieces which bear his name. ARTAN DES, by this 

ſilver drachm, even raiſed the envy of his maſter, who, in a manner 
very inconſiſtent with his uſual benignity and good ſenſe; took away 


the life of the ſatrap, to ſatisfy that thirſt of revenge which his va- 


nity had provoked. It is thy part to imitate and improve on theſe 
great models: ARTAXERXES can think nothing which adds to the 


glory and felicity of his reign, whatever be the hand producing „ 
a diminution of his perſonal merit. 1 


There 18 1 . in the way of  collefing a great 2 
king's revenues, which are paid in kind, that has more an air of 


equity and grandeur, than the practice of the Athenians, Every 4 


country lays a portion of thoſe commodities, for which it is dif- 
| tinguiſhed, on the ſteps of his throne. The ſatrapy of Armenia 


ſends twenty thouſand young horſes annually to the ſtud at Niſza ; 


Egypt, immenſe quantities of corn; Lydia, a thouſand bare and 


ingots of gold. The queen's veil, girdle, and mantle, are the 
honourable names of three wealthy cities; the bread, wine, and 


wearing apparel of 'THEMISTOCLES, are to this day the appella- 


tions of others; and while thoſe cities ſtand, they will be laſting a 
monuments of the royal munificence. 


1 


One cannot but obſerve further, that this way of collecting i IS 
very little expoſed to the hazard of embezzlements. The tributes 


of the empire are too unwieldy for the purpoſes of knavery; 


whereas in Athens, the pecuniary payments may now and then be 


ſecreted or leſſened without fear of a diſcovery, and afford ſtrong 
temptations to the avarice and diſhoneſty of an officer. Yet I know . 


not how it is, TERIBAZUS, ſuch 1 is the increaſing, and at the ſame 
time the baſhful nature of corruption that the proſtitute riſe daily 
in 
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Cn 


at Athens will not ſurprize thee, fo much as it did myſelf, who I 


** 


„ hath ARTAXERXES ſent a publick miniſter hither ? Surely it muſt 


much ſecrecy, as that a more formal notification of the embaſſy 


further light into the matter ; and we continued our walk to the 


meaſure to diſcern, in his countenance, all the features of my old 


to have my doubts cleared up, went inſtantly to CLEOx's houſe, 
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T- is er thou haſt rally e dvich. that Abs, 14 5 
" PHERNES has been detained at Eione by the Athenian collector 
of the tribute in thoſe parts; and therefore the news of his arrival 


nt « of what had befallen him in his paſſage 0 Thrace. 


* of my e potent lord, when going down yeſ. 


terday morning to the Pirzeus, I was told by a friend, whom I met - 
on the way, that a Perſian ſatrap of diſtinguiſhed quality was juſt 


arrived on board an Athenian galley. © What, (returned I haftily,) 
be a commiſſion of ſingular importance, which could require ſo - 
* ſhould not be firſt given.” My friend was unable to give me any 5 


port, but in the way fell in with a great multitude of people, in the 
midſt of whom a band of ſoldiers, with the archon POLEMARCH at 


their head, were conducting an old man of a grave aſpect, and 
majeſtick appearance, to the Prytaneum. I had the curioſity to preſs 
as near this venerable ſtranger as I could, and was amazed beyond 


patron and friend ARTAPHERNES. I haſtened out of the croud, 
that nobody might obſerve the concern I was under; and impatient 


but 
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but was ſome time before I could fee him, ſeverat of the L 
— and ruling members of the aſſembly were that morning 
in cloſe conſultation with him. As ſoon-as they were departed, he 
came to me, and prevented what I was going to fay, by telling me, 


reſpect which the republick had always profeſſed for the great king, 
might yet, he hoped, by prudence and temper on both ſides, be ſo 
managed, as to produce a perfect good underſtanding, a cloſer 
_ friendſhip betwixt them: He then proceeded to acquaint me, that 
„ An1871DEs, (grandſon of the great Anis T ID ES,) the collector of 
« the tribute at Eione, having ſtrong reaſons to imagine, chat a 
+ Perſian ſatrap travelling through his juriſdiction was ſent to nego- 
e tiate with the enemies of this ſtate, had ventured, without any 
orders from the people, to ſtop both him and his retinue; and 
« being on his out of the 'country, had brought them 
« in his ſquadron to Athens. That he had likewiſe inſpected 
« the papers of this embaſſador, which entirely confirmed his 
« ſuſpicions; for amongſt them he found a letter from ART A» 
6c XERXES to the. Lacedzmonians, empowering the bearer of it, to 
main his name, and receive their's in return, and 

fer into a 0 with the Spartan republick on 
. conditions therein ſpecified.” conduct of your court, 
d CLEON,) is the ſtrongeſt Aae of our commiſſioners 
« proceedings ; for if they may be thought irregular, and a violatſon 
© of the law of nations, ſurely the part Perſia has taken to amuſe us 
« with overtures, in order to ſell her alliance dearer to the Lacedæ- 
„ monians, cannot deſerve a much gentler name; and one extraor- 
« dinary ſtep may ſerve to excule the other,” He concluded, how- 
ever, by aſſuring me, that © ſuch were che coal diſpoſitions - of his 
$ countrymen. to prefer the friendſhip of Perſia to all other conſider- 
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1 9 Ws 4 =_ ATR ENIAN/ LETTE R . 
5 Rn. . ations, ard ſuch bis on defire-to acknowledge che $ he 
- 2 * had received from che king, that the — would give. or 
| Es 1 80 5 « ders for the entertainment of ARTAPHERNES in a manner Mit 
 __ 8 © ©. able to his rank, and the dignity of the prince he repreſented ; 5 
= ©, it was likewiſe reſolved to call an aſſembly in a few days, where 
=—_ e in he intended to move the nominating of a ſolemn embaſſy to 
<« the court of Suſa; and that ARTAPHERNES ſhould be deſired to 
| V accompany thoſe who were choſen for the employment. In the 
CO « mean time, he ſaid, we might in private conferences bring. the 
. = ; | ä (mentioned in my former letters) to ſome maturity, and 
= % Ob, conſequently pen and * — for a a more ve ne- 
= 1 * gatiation. eee e 7 | 
| WY Ik heard him to the al of his Aiſcourſs without i interruption; 104 
=. 5 then replied briefly, that © as I had no orders from the king on this 
| une event, 1 could only ſpeak my own ſenſe of the mat- 
LL ter, which was, that ſo notorious a breach of the law of nations, 
j 5 * 18 ſtopping the perſon of a publick miniſter, and examining his 


Ns Papers, could no otherwiſe be repaired or ſoftened, than by a ſe- 

„ yere and ſpeedy puniſhment inflicted on ARISTIDES, and an 
= ot * open diſavowal of his behaviour: that I wiepdered to hear him 
« aim at juſtifying the ſeizure of AxRTAPHERNBs, from his being 
« ſent to the Lacedzmonians ; as if the war between them and the 
« Athenians deprived the king of his liberty to tranſact buſineſs 
„ With either of the parties by his embaſſadors, who had an indiſ- 
. putable right to a free paſſage over the dominions of every ſtate 
cc 
«c 


with whom their maſter maintained a friendſhip, and were not to 
be ſtopped upon bare ſurmiſes.“ I obferved alſo, that he him- 
« ſelf tacitly ſuppoſed | the injuſtice of the action conſidered apart, 
« by putting it as a retaliation for the inſincerity of the Perſian 
court in their dealings with Athens. But I little expected to 
„ ee 


"m  Ancr abuts, ke a prince "careful of * own bird” and 
of his ſubjects, was determined, that thoſe ſhould reap the 
« advantages of hi 
« ledging his juſt. claims, and pro 


. 


ce, who ſhewed moſt readineſs in acknow- 


to his ion by 
e laſt point, viz. 

of our conferences, 1 remembered th y orders, that I 
ſhould not be over- forward in bringing matters to- an iſſue; and 
| therefore | contented. myſelf. with allegi 
we heard in 


time to no 


„ 7 * , » 6 * ; 1 * 0 
were the conſequences of it. | wy! LR Se” 
is 2 — f 5 5 7 5 — 5 7 ? 3 TI x 3 
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1 This is the ſabſtance, potent Lord, of my converſation with CLzoN, 
_ who embraced me at parting, and ſaid, © Do no ill. office, CLEAN- 
„ pkk, and, I will anſwer for it, this affair will be amicably adjuſtec | -” 
L replied, © I ſhould do my duty by giving a faithful account of 
« what paſſed upon this occaſion, but that the king, whom 1 had 
« the honour to ſerve, was too wiſe a nee, to want any ſuggeſtions | 


- 
— 


from me, by which to regulate his affairs. 


1 8 - f 


4 2 © 5 ” & PP : 2 1 - 1 
1 * «a _— $A \ f # * * Tho 1 


0 have ſince found means to procure a private admittance to Ax- 
1 TAPHERN Es, who 1s lodged 1 in the eum, and entertained in 


” 


: _ _ a more ſplendid and honourable manner, than the miniſters from 


ay foreign ſtate whom [I ever ſaw here. 1 refer thee to his letters, 


5 which he diſpatches this night by an Aftanda, for the iculars. c of 
2 | | | ke 
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his being Hives at Eiene, and of his wage and reception Ki! 8 
arrival in this city. He has likewiſe taken it upon himſelf to ap- 


prize thee of the reaſons, which have induced him to come 62 18 


folution, not to refuſe accompanying the W "on the mh . 
| ſhall a eee any) to the Perſian court. 
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Thou wilt as. doubt be curious to 3 if Ain wu analy 


inſtructed by his maſters to ſecure ARTAPHERNES in his paſſage; 


or whether (as CL Ox proteſted to me more than once) he added by 
his own authority, and did not acquaint the magiſtrates here with 


what he e had done, till he entered the Piræeus with his + 


I have made the moſt diligent enquiry 3 into this point. 
Our refiners in politicks entertain themſelves and their hearers with 


ſeveral ſpeculations upon it equally various and uncertain. Some 
affirm, that Anis TI DES was inſtigated to commit ſo bold an action, 


by a private letter from CLEON, and two or three of his principal 
friends : others, with as much confidence, are extremely eager to 


whiſper in one's ear, that it is all a contrivance of Nic1as, to in- 
duce his countrymen to clap. up a peace with Sparta, after having 


offered fo ſenſible an affront to the court of Perſia. But I have ſuf- 
ficient grounds to believe, that this extraordinary behaviour of AR1s- 
TIDES takes its riſe entirely from the natural temper of the man, 
who is rough, enterprizing, and inconſiderate, defirous at any rate 
to puſh himſelf forward, and filled with an hereditary abhorrence 
for Perſia and the you king, which he carries to a ridiculous ND. 


From what I can collect of the poſition, which the people : at 
preſent are in, they will not make the leaſt ſeruple to difown their 


commiſſioner ; but any motion for puniſhment is not likely to pre- 


vail, becauſe it will be thought hard to * up an officer for a fault, 
% | | 5 5 which 
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which was by the exceſs of his zeal (though a 

one) for the” Py ſervice. But I comfort myſelf with the \ 

' though e ſolemn embaſſy, which the Ath * 
| paring, will 1 with fubmiſfions for what is paſt, =" RET 
with conceſſions of the higheſt importance to the future intereſt of ß _— . 
bold to ſay to obſerve, 2 1 = 
how ſtrong a turn the affections of the people have taken in our fa- -. : > 4 


miſtaken LETTER. i 3 


* 


vour, and with how much rapture they extol the w 1 1 
of AxTAxERxESs, and the felicity of his reign. wobable, ro 
that 3 —— wil yield to their rivals in the conteſt, for LS 
eight t balance of Graces  ' 
+ monas g, the light and glory of : 5 TE 
a SiftinAion unknown to the moſt renowned of his anceſtors, of | 
ſeeing the chief nations in the Weſt proſtrate. themſelves by turns, i 
for protection, at the foot of his reſplendent — - *˙88 
| * 1 | | Y 8 | | i 
= | | - | - 5 5 | Eo 


L E TT ER. 
CLXXVI. 


— 


\ 8 N . o 4 5 
* - - : 5 
- * 7 - 4 
19 5 err 2 ay. C 14 * — ” N 
? 2 - 2 : : 
. . 5 4 DT 1 $ 2 2 . * j © 2 
; 6 4H 8 K N TH a fo ; / | g : E *. 
1 A. *. hs af N 4 . * a . is Ov RY : "+ WY ; : © 
f hy : ; 6 = | : i i * 0 N * : I 
; F „ 
* - Y h ; 
os 
» * * * 


Rs. * 


1 E. r f . IKE. 


7 $ fn * I, 7 * 
VIS : „„ 3g 8 | 
A » 8 7 \ ” . 5 L F 
a ? $81. Wy" "6. * n 2 
* 5 bo 1 + 3 8 +, 7 
0 N * Lats. £ e Iv 


118 „ th | Crranpzn to Goskras. 1 


at | 


ps \ 3 
. al 0 RSS 


1* HAVE hog 3 noble Gn . the accounth which 


- I ſometimes ſend thee of debates in the Athenian aſſembly, muſt 


be peculiarly agreeable to thee, as they tend to open the nature and 
genius of popular councils, and the different colours in which the 

ſame point may be ſhewn by the wit, the zeal, and the jealouſy of 
| contending „ 


| Yeſterdiy CL E ON, as principal treaſurer ® 5 jp to the people 
a ſcheme of the expences for the next year. They amounted to 
near two thirds of their annual revenues, which he propoſed to lay 
out in equipping ſixty gallies, two thouſand foot, and three hundred 


horſe, for a ſecret expedition. This propoſition occaſioned a long 
and remarkable debate, in which the chiefs on both ſides were care- 


ful to diſtinguiſh themſelves, The adventurous miniſter, who moved f 


it, opened the nature and reaſons of it in a long and elaborate ha- 
rangue. He declared, © that the opinion he was now going to offer 
&« was a natural conſequence of his averſion to a peace, which muſt 
« neceſſarily have been broken, when Sparta had recovered its 
«* ſtrength, and found means to create. an opportunity of renewing 


« the war: that the only way to reſtore Athens to its original do- 


4 minion over Greece, was to attack their enemies in the moſt 
« ſenſible parts. He did not know, whether it was right to inti- 
* mate too ſtrongly what he had nne for a plan of military 
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e every one might underſtand where lay the moſt Lenkible g pa | 7 
© the poſſeſſions of Lacedæmon. He ſaid the iſland of Cythera was 
© the wall and the citadel of Sparta; that there had not been that _ 
"I ce attention to ſecure it, which might have been expected from the 1 
_ X* importance of its ſituation; and he could not think it either im- „ 
_ < Ptacticahle or romantick to attempt it: that many had thought the _ ._ 
* upon Corinth laſt year a very wild ſcheme, yet it had been l 
4 attended with ſome degree of ſucceſs; that many more had _ 
thought the deſcent upon SphaQeria abſurd to the degree of being 
« ridiculous, yet the gods had proſpered them: that he ſaw no 
« colour of argument, hy they ſhould be ſo far wanting to them- 
L « ſelves, to the genius of their ſtate, and to the propitious deities, | 
whom they worſhip, as to neglect an occaſion of endeavour- 
Sy ing to compaſs what they might long in vain have wiſhed for: 
— ©. that now the occaſion had preſented itſelf, it appeared to be de- e 
+ « cifive, and the defigri more probably fortunate, than the expedi- 55 
_ „ tions juſt mentioned before they proved ſo in event: that let others RE 
Ve “ ſay what they would of his meaſures, and miſcall them raſh, he | _ 
: * muſt remind them, that the courage of a wiſe man does not ariſe ſo RET 
much from ſpirit as from knowledge.” * Athenians, (concluded - <2 
he,) I am not one of the turn of mind with ſome who might be 
« named to you, who, when che affairs of our adverſaries are in a 
flouriſhing condition, walk up and down with a more than ordi- 
* nary cheerfulneſs in the forum, giving their hand to ſuch as will 
« be pleaſed with the news, and make a fair report of them to 
„others, who mean the ruin of our ſtate. Nor, when your coun- 
“ ſels are proſperous, do I fix my cyes upon the ground, and 
ſigh, becauſe it flatters the opinion of the men I hate, and out 
of very grief for your ſecurity ; but as J mean to exerciſe my 
* reaſon, ſo I intereſt my paſſions and all my 9 in your ſer- 
Ain RAINER — ice.“ 
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«. vice.” He was ſeconded by Lys1cLEs and EUcRAames, two of 1 
his inſtruments, one of them paymaſter of che forces * the other 
comptroller of the 8 accounts 7. e 


The esch of CizoN made a good impreſſion, and was 3 
an artful and notable performance. DriopoTvs roſe up to anſwer 


him. He ſet out with profeſſing, that he was not in the leaſt 


N ſurprized with the reaſonings of that day: he thought thoſe who 


« had appeared with ſo much zeal, in oppoſition to the Spartan com- 


miſſioners, acted very conſiſtently in propoſing this meaſure for 


« their aſſent: that he had all along differed from CLEON in opi- 


„ nion; and for his own part he durſt as heartily oppoſe i it, as others 


« more ſanguine dare advance it; for every ſtep, which carried 
c them from the proſpect of peace, ks them further from the true 
e intereſt of Athens. He ſaid, it would be abſurd to particularize 
+ the evils of war before thoſe who felt them; and the rather, as 

e an inexperience of them leads no man. into it, and the ſevereſt 
« ſenſe of them diverts no man from it, while he ſuffers inclination 
“ to contrive his enterprizes, and hope to ſuggeſt the iſſue of them. 


eq 


„That the effects of peace in favour of that ſtate, after former dif- 


* ficulties, ſhould have induced them at leaſt to give its advocates a 
« fair hearing; that after the retreat of the Perſians, they had for 
« many years attended to the cultivation of commerce, to the ſplen- 

dor of their temples, and religious ceremonies ; to the increaſe of 
« their wealth, and quiet eſtabliſhment of tals power: that the 
« thing which had moſt contributed to the preſervation of their own 
Wn and the common liberty at that juncture, was their moderation 
« towards Sparta ; that the wiſdom which they then ſhewed i in de- 
« ferring the command to that Rane; when it was fooliſhly and pe- 
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2 uy inſiſted on, had beam the great ſonice of their ſubſequent 1 — 


authority; and an imitation of that wiſdom ſeemed the proper 
means of continuing it. That their expences are very burden 
« ſome”: the poll- tax had been raiſed more than once ſince the 

e beginning of the war (a circumſtance | extremely unuſual); and EH 
„though the publick can ſupport the calamities of a few private . 
K 
cc 


men, yet no private man can long ſupport the calamities of the 1 
publick: that they were already ſo far exhauſted, as that i in many . 9 9 

« years they could not be reſtored again to a ſufficient balance for | "= 

4 Perſia : that it was neither. the intereſt of Greece, nor of the great 

9 king, to ſee Lacedzmon, or indeed either of the contending cities, 

« deſtroyed ; becauſe the former might ſuſpe& the conqueror would 
© tyrannize over the leſſer ſtates ; and the latter would know, that in 

« ſuch caſe the united ſtrength of Greece might be brought to act uni- 

« formly againſt him under one head. So that the end propoſed to 
. « theſe meaſures, of entirely reducing Sparta, appeared wholly un- 
_ *< attainable ; the means too impracticable; for though there was 5 4 
WM < ſomething plauſible in the thought of attacking Cythera, yet it 8 2 
_ * muſt prove very difficult in the execution; that the Spartans _—_ 
—_—_ *< would certainly draw down their whole force to its defence, as 
2 | „ ſoon as they hear of the deſign, : and would be particularly ſtudi- 

5 « ous of retrieving any credit they had loſt in Sphacteria. As to 
the eſtimates, he thought them extravagant, and not made without 
5 « a view to the perſonal benefit of ſuch citizens as have the manage- 
I % ment of the publick coffers,” "Jn concluſion, (added he,) to 
. : 4 thoſe who eagerly with the continuance of war, I de fire leave 
L to ſay, that it 18 not difficult, when advice is neceſſary, to aſſume 
« an air of courage; nor, when danger approaches, to repreſent its 
5 terrors; ; but this is as difficult as it is becoming, i in nnn to er 
* courage, and in council prudence.” | TOs 8 
30 2 ok: The 
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—— have juſt recited, accompanied with great energy and pathe 
of action and expreſſion, ſeemed to have an effect upon the make 
which was only to be taken off by EpiGgNzs, an orator of great 
eloquence and parts. He ſaid, “ he had flattered himſelf with hopes 
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ATHENIAN LETTERS. 
The turns in popular aſſemblies are ſo quick, that the 


on the former queſtion, concerning the propoſitions of the Spartan 


ecommiſſioners, that thoſe who were for rejecting Mg would have 
© had the concurrence of the men, who entered into the war with 


eagerneſs, and admired tlie conduct of PERICLEs : that he remem= 
bered the time when that party held a very different language, 

and, in a ſeaſon of general diſtreſs, againſt the general opinion, 

oppoſed ſending embaſſadors to the Lacedæmonians, or or receiving 
any from them: that ſince the ſupport they had given to the 
commiſſioners, it was in no ſort aſtoniſhing they ſhould diſap- 
prove the motion now made; but their conduct was a ſtrong 
proof of unadviſed levity; all for war and vigour to-day, peace 


and moderation to-morrow. That it is no argument againſt the 
fitneſs of political meaſures to ſay they are attended with hazard; 


every meaſure of government, eſpecially in war, is expoſed to 


it; and provided the end be right, and the means not improbable, 


you ought to be at an expence in maintaining them: that While 
the Athenians intend to be the firſt people of Greece in trade, 

they muſt endeavour to be the firſt in power: that their naval 
force would decay, if they did not aſſert their authority on the 


* continent of Greece and Aſia.” © Where (exclaimed he) will 


be the vent for your merchandizes? Where the tribute and obe- 
dience of the iſlands? What friend will truſt you? What enemy 
will fear you?” „That the beſt way to maintain that authority, 
was to purſue the beginnings of their ſucceſs, and to do otherwiſe 
would be propeieroue, That, to lay nothing of their intereſt, 
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they were bound in ' honour to this thy The late aa LETTER 


and violence that produced the war on their part, ſhewed how 
little the Spartans regarded juſtice or humanity: that no a 


ment was too great for them, and the gods are preparing to inflict 


it by the hand of Athens. That as to what is ſaid of being re- 
ſtored as a balance to Perſia, there is no weight in it; they were 


at no time a balance for Perſia, ſcarcely even at the head of the 


confederacy : but the deſpair of. being ſo great. as they could with, 


is no reaſon why they ſhould not aim at being as great as they 


can, That as the intereſt of all ſtates muſt vary according to their 


_ engagements and exigencies in different periods of time, ſo the 


intereſt of Athens muſt vary; and he was not without good hopes 
of the affection and alliance of the great king; and if they could 


ſecure his friendſhip, the reaſonings about the politicks of the ſu- 
blime court muſt fall to the ground. He declared he would not 


enter into the particular eſtimates at preſant; he believed they 


CLXXVI. 


* uſage of Platæa, an ancient ally of this city, as well ; as the 8 — 


were well conſidered; but that was a meaner - conſideration, and | 


the fitneſs of the general meaſure ſhould not be overlooked on 


their account, That it was highly neceſſary the queſtion pro- 
poſed by CLEON ſhould be carried by a very great majority, if 


they meant to give ſpirit to their allies, to ftrike a terror into 


Sparta, and to gain that revenge which the juſtice of their cauſe, 


as wel as the proſperity of their n. preſaged | for them.” 


" ALernianas roſe next ar Sor and crit the 8 


that day, he will be one of the fineſt ſpeakers they ever have heard in 
their aſſembly. He opened with ſaying, that he had very ſeldom 
% troubled them with his thoughts upon any ſubject; and though 
„he had ſome things to offer of moment to the preſent queſtion, 


pet he believed, that even the tas he had made for deli- 


« vering 
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of this great man had acted a wiſe and conſiſtent part, fi 
would have been approved and followed by himſelf: that when 
PERICLES-was againſt ſending embaſſadors to treat of peace with 
Lacedzmon, it ought to be remembered, tlie city was diſtreſſed 
by the plague, and by the deſolation of Attica: the terms they 
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vering his ſentiments before them, could hardly have induced bim 
to get the better of that reſerve and modeſty which he thought 
became him, if he had not been drawn up out of a regard to 


truth, and the memory of his uncle PERICLES. That the friends 
ch as 


could then have gained muſt have been attended with diſgrace. 
That great man knew, at the ſame time, that the ſtate had ſtrength 
to ſupport itſelf, till a turn of fortune ſhould happen in its favour; 


then would be the proper ſeaſon, either to make or accept over- 
tures of peace, and that ſeaſon, in his apprehenſion, was the pre- 
ſent. That thoſe alone are to be charged with inconſiſtency, who 
were for negotiating a treaty in adverſity, when it would have 


been to yield to their enemies, and not at preſent on the terms 


of conqueſt, when it is intreated at their own doors ; who are for 


continuing the war in proſperity, which will be to leave things 


again to chance, that their valour had reduced to certainty : he 
could ſee nothing conſiſtent in this, except an uniform plan of 


oppoſition to the publick good. That if the Athenians behaved 
on this occaſion with that inſolence, which is but a too natural, 
as well as fatal, conſequence of victory, we might depend upon 
it, that on the firſt change the Greeks would defer the-generalſhip 
and authority to ſome other city: that the jealouſy PERDICCAS 


had of them was no ſecret, nor how aſſiduous the Lacedzmonians 


are in exciting a diſaffection in Thrace ; and if that republick 
could receive no ſatisfaction as to the peace, ſo earneſtly deſired, it 


would exert its laſt efforts in attacking Eione and Amphipolis : that, 
Lhould the propoſition now male be attended to, Athens would be- 


© come 
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come i in a war of acquiſition, ad not of defence: 1 chis LETTE R N 
__ be to alienate juſtice from their ſide, as well as to affront for- \ — jo * * i 
That as to what is coneluded from the ſucceſs at Sphacteria to 5 Tl 
hs: event of the project propoſed, he laid no weight upon it: he ill Ul 
thought that expedition precipitate and raſh ; that every man, who 1 
has taken reaſonable meaſures, has always the fatisfaction of having 10 
done his part, even when thoſe meaſures are defeated; but if he, [ | 
who undertakes an imprudent enterprize, ſhould chance to proſper, bt { 
he indeed accompliſhes his deſign, and yet deſerves no leſs blame 19 
than if. he had failed of ſucceſs. That the deluſion. which pre- 1 
vailed among his countrymen was amazing. When it was hl 
moved to proſecute the war with vigour, ſome years ago, and to | i 
ſtruggle with adverſity, what was the anſwer? The plague ex- Ii 
hauſts our people ; the expence exhauſts our treaſure : a bad peace We 
is better than none.” When it is now moved to make terms. with j 
advantage in proſperity, what is the cry? © The fate of the Ai 
Platzans: the pride of Sparta: the dominion of all Greece.” : ſ 
That if they perſevered in liſtening, to the advice of that man, | 


te 


«c 


who ſeemed to have ſuch extraordinary influence over them, the 


effects muſt be very ruinous; and he believed, that without pro- 
curing the ſanction of an oracle (which ſome were fond of ) to 
his opinion, he might venture to recommend the ſentiment of 
Hes10D * as oracular, who ſays, that the welfare of the ſtate 


often ſuffers for the counſels and the crimes of one bad citizen.“ 


The friends of ALe IBIADES received this ſpeech with the higheſt 


applauſe. It put them in mind of the thunder of PERICLES but 
there are, who pretend to judge already, that his way of acting 


will never be equal to his eloquence. What ſurprized me in his 
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| CEXXVI. 


LETTER manner of ſpeaking, was the extreme deliberation at it, and the . 
command which ſo young a man diſcovered of himſelf. 'Though 


CS ATHENIAN LETTERS. 


no one has a better invention, or more flowing diction, | yet if the 


propereſt argument or phraſe did not immediately occur to him, he 


would pauſe and heſitate till they did. He would repeat his laſt 
words over again, while he was thinking forward, and the produce 


always made amends for the delay. CLEON and EIO ENRS how- 
ever prevailed. The eſtimates were allowed, and the project on 


Cythera is to be executed. It was expected, that Nici As would 
have taken a part in this debate; but it ſeems he told his party, that 


ſince the aſſembly would not hearken to Peace, he ſhould not oppoſe 
any probable ſcheme that might carry on the war. Others ſuggeſt, 


that he is to be general in the expedition, and being deſirous. of that 


ſervice, would not vote againſt it. It is very difficult to deter- 


mine on the hidden motives, which give riſe to the conduct of any 
man; but the laſt conſideration ſeems too trifling to determine Ni- 


clas, and the firſt is agreeable to the ſingularity of his temper. 


Excellent miniſter, 1 have often thought, that © aligent ſearcher 
into human nature may find better and more various materials for his 


inquiry in the noiſy factions that divide a popular government, than in 


the court-parties which ariſe under the ſilent and regular diſpenſations 
of monarchy. In the debates of the one upon publick buſineſs, a 


man muſt be very artful indeed, who can always conceal indiſcretion 


or vanity as an orator, avarice or ambition as a ſtateſman ; who, 
in a ſudden emotion of the mind, or emergency of affairs, betrays 

neither fear nor raſhneſs, neither inſincerity nor weakneſs. In the 
councils of the other, thoſe who are at the head of them, are not 


| expoſed to the ſame means of diſcovering their abilities or foibles ; 


every meaſure is taken at the unoppoſed ſuggeſtion of the miniſter, 
and the awful nod ot the faves + In the . if the chief of 


a party 
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ATHENTAN LETTERS. 


E CLAXVIL 


bY 
| $arpno to CuraxDar - 


„ Yuen I own, I that I have Con thy 8 upon . 5 
Attick myrtle, I think myſelf bound by it to no acknowledg- 
ment. Cokixxa, however, inſiſts upon my writing about it, even 


though it be to confeſs a delicacy which ſhe rallies as falſe and af- 


fected. I am too happy, ſhe cries, at any rate, to be the ſubject of 


ſo exquiſite a muſe. Forgive me, CLEAN DER; a temper leſs lively 


than hers is overcome by the ſentiments of the heart, and cannot but 
be ſhocked at a praiſe that ſo plainly implies diſeſteem. What makes 
it the worſe is, that thy verſes are ſo likely to attain immortality. 
To be thus miſrepreſented by ſome inferior ſculptor, had been but a 
ſhort-lived vexation ; but the hand of a PHIDIAs will tranſmit the 


error to poſterity. Let poſterity think as it pleaſes ; for thee, CLe- 


*The two letters of SAPPHO to CLEANDER are extremely obſcure. They relate to 


ſome correſpondence which had been carried on between him and that lady, in which, 


however, there was nothing diſhonourable, as appears from ſeveral expreſſions in 
them. In the ſecond, ſhe opens herſelf with great ſeverity and reſentment on the 
manner in which he talked of the freedom ſhe indulged him; but it is very probable 
ſhe was not rightly. informed of his conduct; ſince the repreſentation here given off 
it, 1s entirely inconſiſtent with every ſentiment and every action, either explained or 
alluded to in this collection. Something muſt be allowed to her delicate ſenſe of ho- 
nour, which might ſuſpect an injury, before almoſt the approach of it; and it is a 

preſumption in CLEANDER's favour, that though he frequented very much the houſe 
of AsPASIA, and, as he declares in Letter cxxxvii, even * courted the company 
« of the fair ſex,” that theſe are the only paſſages, which charge him with an unbe- 
coming levity, Other negotiators have been leſs rigid in the ſame particular. Our 


Epheſian underſtood how to converſe with the ladies for political purpoſes, without 


proceeding to gallantries; which ſhews him to have been a complete maſter in the 
moſt refined inſinuation. Note by the — 
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LETTER Wn. .» 
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SAPPHO! to CLEANDER. 


ET once more will I truſt theſe 6 tablets wich che * 
cret of my heart. Yet once more ſhall the vain CLEANDER 


boaſt, that he has received them from the hand of CoRINNa ; and 
from that air of myſtery ſhall draw to the giddy companions. of his 


mirth what licentious inferences he pleaſes. The name of Sarpno 


is deſtined, I find, to be toſſed about by the infectious breath of flan- 


der, ſince CAD uus firſt brought into Greece the ill-fated letters that 
compoſe i it. Was it that name, CxxAxprx, that inſpired thee with 


this vain preſumption? We both have been deceived by names: 


Faith, Honour, Conſtancy, Diſcretion, Tenderneſs, theſe too, I find, 


are empty names, no more implying any virtue in CLEANDER, than 


read theſe tablets, fo differently filled from what they uſed to be. 


the deteſted name of Sar RHO imports that wild licentiouſneſs of 


conduct in the daughter of PALS MEDE, which! in a former SAPPHO 
made it infamous. | 


Methinks, CLEANDER, (for imagination will {till be too buſy in 
retracing familiar ideas) I fee the aſtoniſhment with which you 


The Muſes and the ſportive Graces here were uſed to court thy ele- 
gance of taſte. The Muſes and the ſportive Graces fled in a mo- 
ment at the ſound of thy boaſting : yet they called not the revengeful 


ATE to ſupply their place. Thy life, CLEANDER, was now really 


in my hand. Thy treacherous correſpondence is betrayed by trea- 
chery. The wretch has ſacrificed that truſt to an idle paſſion, which 
the 
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LETTER. CLAXIK. 


 CLnanduR to Gonnyas., From Athens. 
HE news. of Prraox' 8 8 nd to His hogs upon | the 
firſt advice, which the king received, that ARTAPHERNES was 


ſtopped at Eione, has produced all the good effects here, Which 
could be deſired from it. The moderation of AR TAxRRRS, in not 


carrying his reſentment; further, till he knew whether the colleQr 


Was authorized in his proceeding, is applauded by the whole city; 


and they are at the ſame time made ſenſible, that a decent ſubmiſſion, 
and a diſavowal of Ag STIDES, are the only methods to prevent-the 


Perſia. 


The aſſembly's letter to the king . ARTAPHERNES ſends in 


his packet), charges, I believe with great truth, this extravagant 


action on the raſhneſs and inexperience of their commiſſioner ; and 
the aſſurances contained in it, that he ſhall not be employed again in 


thoſe parts, are the utmoſt that can be expected from this ſtate in the 
way of cenſure or puniſhment. 


"oh thy diſpatches intimate, that the king ſeems diſpoſed to make | 
a trial, whether Athens or Sparta will ſet the higheſt price on his 


friendſhip, we have not thought it prudent to inſiſt, that Ax A- 


PHERNES ſhould be permitted to continue his journey to Lacedæ- 
mon, becauſe it would infallibly have been refuſed, and muſt have 


alarmed the republick with jealouſies, that all che propoſals which 


have 
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have paſſed between. us, were ondy: intended to diſguiſe the real de- LET TER 
ſigns of our monarch, to conclude a league to their prejudice with — 1 
the Peloponneſian allies. The ſlighteſt circumſtance is ſufficient 5 
to raiſe ſuſpicions here, which the greateſt management and pru- 
dence cannot afterwards, without difficulty, allay; and chere are 
ſeveral who, out of an inveterate hatred to Perſia, and vehement 
deſire of peace, loſe no occaſion to keep up the old prej judices, though , 
at the preſent juncture the generality of the people ren to enter- 


tain more eee z Dunn, us. | 


. i 8 * 


We likewiſe sed that if, as they daten © us, an exporth 
is on the road, with fuller powers to the Lacedæmonian embaſſadors, 
it becomes unneceſſary to carry on a negotiation at Sparta; ſincte _ L 
ARTAXERXES will, more conſiſtently with his own dignity and con- 
venierice, have the offers of that republick brought home to him, and 
be able to treat upon them within the walls of his palace, where 
buſineſs is tranſacted with far greater ſecrecy and diſpatch, than 
amidſt the uncertainties and tumults of theſe popular governments. 
Upon theſe conſiderations, ARTAPHERNES and myſelf preſume to 


hope, that the king will pardon our boldneſs in tranſgrefling his ſa- 
cred orders, when, according to the beſt of our judgments ot We -, = 
| ® ſpot, the carrying chem into execution muſt have reges Proc en! ET 
Z to his ſervice. | 


I am not ſurprized, that in your intelligence Seer Lacedæmon, ia 
the ſtop which has been put to ARTAPHERNES's journey is attri- Ls 
buted to the malice and curioſity of CLRON. That republick would 
be glad to incenſe the court of Suſa againſt one, whom they con- 
ſider as their mortal enemy, and revenge upon him the diſappoint- 
ment they lie under, in not having the reſt of Greece witneſſes to 


the honour done them by a Perſian embaſſy. I need not mention 
to 
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1 TER R to thee, * apt thoſe at a diſtance are to refine on every i {een 
event, and to judge from appearances, which are often. deceitful; 
Neither the ſuſpicions, with which you tell me the court abounds 

upon this occaſion, nor the accounts from Sparta, nor my own fur- 

ther enquiries here, give me any cauſe to change my opinion. of * 


true ſpring of this accident, as laid open | in my laſt NB | 


The people are come to a . 1 [I debates, * . 
baſſadors ſhall be forthwith ſent to the Perſian court; and EP1GENEs, | 
of the tribe Ajantis ; HI PPONICUS, of the tribe Cecropis; and Hy- 
PERBOLUS, of the tribe Erechthis, were in the next nn choſen | 
to execute that commiſſion, OY Erie 


* 


The firſt of theſe, i in whit hands the ſecret ſeems * likely to 
be lodged, is a firm friend and partizan of CL RON“ s, who generally 
employs him to prepare the minds of the people for any project, 
which is afterwards deſigned to be laid before them in form. His 
manner of ſpeaking is plauſible, flowing, and pointed, and chiefly 
remarkable for being always adapted to conciliate the affections of 
his hearers, and leave an impreſſion behind it, by giving ſome new 
and ingenious turn to the debate. Nor is his addreſs in private con- 
verſation accounted inferior to his publick eloquence : he is happy at 
finding out expedients to overcome difficulties, and equally ready at 
creating them, when he is not inclined to facilitate matters. He is 

never at a loſs for a ſmart or proper reply, and ſoon finds out the 
means of inſinuating himſelf into the good opinion of thoſe with 
whom he has any buſineſs to tranſact, and brings them over to his 
ſentiments, without appearing to impoſe upon their judgments. | 
The integrity of Ep1GENEs is by no means ſo univerſally acknow- 
ledged as his abilities ; he was never reckoned a ſlave to his word, 
and is immoderately attached to | profit, having raiſed one of the 


largeſt 


: 32 \Þ 
| A 1 x E NIA N. LETTERS. hy. 0 
largeſt fortunes in the city, which he makes no halte to dend) L 4 1 4. 
from the office of collector of the tribute amongſt the iſlands, and * 
from the preſents which he receives from the allies for recommend. | [ N 
ing their cauſes to the people. He has one paſſion, which renders | 
him a very proper negotiator of an alliance between us and his ſtate; i 
which is an implacable averſion to the Lacedzmonians, amongſt | | 
whom he received ſome particular ſubject of offence, when he was if 
embaſſador at Sparta, before the war broke out. HYPERRBOLU S, an | * i 
Athenian of a bold licentious wit, toldghim not long ago, that he | 
<«. found' their iron money too weighty to be carried N and has | | 
“ hated them on 2 that account ever ſince,” CA I | b 
Hiepoxtevs boaſts- his deſcent from HaRMoprus and AR1s- ; 
TOGITON, but cannot value himſelf upon inheriting many of their 
virtues, His intentions towards the publick are not eſteemed bad, 
but his judgment is exceſſively weak, and his pride little inferior to a 
his want of genius; ſo that with a great number of dependants, 
and a moſt plentiful eſtate, he is a very uſeleſs member of the com- 
monwealth. He was in a conſtant oppoſition to the meaſures of 
PERICLES; and the laughers aver, it was for no other reaſon, but ; 
that being a deſcendant of the patriots who deſtroyed the uſurpation 
of PISISTRATVUS, he thought himſelf obliged to a& againſt one who £2 . 
was ſaid to reſemble that tyrant. Cxxox, by flattering his vanity, 
and affecting to pay the utmoſt deference to his opinion, has gained 
the entire aſcendant over him, and pitched upon him, as a fit perſon 
to maintain the dignity of the embaſſy, by his ſplendid manner of | 
living. In this, no one here can pretend to equal H1eeonicus ; 
and, together with his family, it is the only means by which he : 
preſerves any credit with the people. Our friends imagined, that : 
the politeneſs and gaiety of CLorvus would mix very well with the a 
vol. 11. 5 | _ dexterity ; 
/ 
| I 


| 
F 
| 
; 
| 


LETPBR 
\ CLXXIX, 


one of CLEoN' s enemies, Y 
BOLUS to complete the number. This man is deſcended from the 
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dexterity of EP168N86,” and the magnificence of Hipronzcvs; 


OY 


and propoſed it to him to appear as a candidate. He was tranſported 


at the, offer, talked of nothing but the honour he ſhould enjoy 5 
being perſonally known to a miniſter of thy fame and abilities, and 


redoubled his complaiſance to ARTAPHERNEs, from whom he preſſed 


for letters of recommendation to the principal ſatraps. But his fe- 
licity proved of ſhort duration; for NiciAs, not finding his ſtrength 
ſufficient to prevent the embaſſy, made a briſk puſh to get in at leaſt 


ghich occaſioned the choice of Hypzr- 


dregs of the people; his father was a branded ſlave, and himſelf Riill 
carries on the trade of a lamp-maker. The. meanneſs and profligacy 
of his manners are equal to the baſeneſs of his origin. He has had 
the good fortune to riſe into credit with the people without a ſingle "7 
quality to deſerve the meaneſt office in the republick ; but they are 
pleaſed with the freedom and ſeverity of his abuſe, and make uſe of 
him to check the forwardneſs and extravagance of CLEON, and 
ſpirit up the caution and timidity of Nicias. He is unconcerned 


at the worſt things that can be ſaid of him, and is alike careleſs of 
glory, and inſenſible of ſhame. He profeſſes to oppoſe every mea- 


ſure which CLEON recommends ; and is conſequently a warm ſtickler 
for a peace with Sparta, and declares he accepts this office out of no 


other view, than to diſappoint the deſigns of ſuch as would betray 


for lucre the common intereft of Greece, and the honour of Athens, 
to the ancient and SN enemies of both. 


+ doubt not, when you have him at Sula, that 8 may be 
found to remove his prejudices; but at firſt you muſt be upon your 


guard againſt his violent behaviour, his ning head, and his ma- 
licious heart. 


\ 


Thou 


* 
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Thou wilt finile, noble Seribe, when I tell thee, that Ct on L 3 


* 


found none of his arguments made ſo deep an impreſſion on the 
people as an oracle, which he pretended the Athenian deputies, > 
who are juſt returned from the annual ſolemnity at Delos, had Fe 
ceived from the high-prieſt of ApoLLo there. It is to the following 
effect: When the birds of Minzzva and Jovx neſtle together, 


« then ſhall the owl ride upon the Golphio' s back, and the branches Z 
„ of the olive-tree wanne the — 


as this _ 18 WEEN to  Ggnify-th the Waben of the Athe- 
nian power and commerce by their union with Perſia, the people 
have it perpetually 1 in their mouths; and tell you, that the anſwers ; 
of the Delian god excel thoſe which he delivers at his 1 „„ 
ſhrine, in certainty and clearneſs. | 


After al, 4 may wall impute the dah which 3 is at preſent laid 
here upon the king's friendſhip, to the ſingular addreſs, capacity, 
and zeal of ARTAPHERNEsS, who has gained, in the ſhort time 
ſince his arrival, more perſonal efteem and credit with thoſe who 
dire& the counſels of Athens, than any foreigner was ever known 

to acquire. I refer myſelf to his diſpatches for ſeveral material 

points, and ſhall conclude by aſſuring thee, that the embaſſadors will 
fail with the firſt fair wind for Epheſus, as ſoon as their inſtructions 
are ready, which the aſſembly is now, buſied in preparing. 


es 


NOTE by. the TRANSLATOR. 
From the abrupt manner in which theſe Letters conclude, the reader will be led to | : 
imagine, and perhaps to lament, that they have ſhared the ſame fate with many 


other valuable remains of antiquity, in not being handed down to us undefaced by 
the injuries of time and barbariſm. The judicious ME$SHOBAB is * of opinion, 


111 that 


wy | 


LETTER 
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that | ome epiſte relating to the latter part of this collection are loſt n 
thoſe which muſt have been written during the time that intervened between vt ele- | 
tion of the embaſſadors, and their embarking for Epheſus. Ih 12 5 


8 


«He likewiſe aſſures us, that, notwithitinding his moſt accurate inquiries, bs Fc 


never been able to diſcover what became of CLRAup RR, after the departure of An- 
'TAPHERNES 3 ; and leaves it as an uncertain point, whether he took that o portunity of | 
returning in his patron's train, and ſpent the remainder of a philoſophical liſe in cul. - 


tivating his Lydian farms, and enjoying the agreeable ſociety at Taoces; or whether 
he continued to tranſact the Ferſian buſineſs at N in the an, of 2 "av | 
agent ſome years 233 


The Tranſlator is, however, inclined to think, (with the learned Jew,) that the 


former is the moſt probable ſuppoſition ; ſince the diforders, which broke out in all parts 


of the empire upon the death of ArTaxerXEs, muſt have drawn off. the attention 
of the Perſians from Grecian politicks, and added to the ſtrong paſſion which CLx- 


' ANDER has, in many of his letters, expreſſed for retirement and quiet, by making it 


uneaſy and unſafe for him to act, amidſt ſuch frequent changes of princes as well as 
miniſters, and ſuch a fluctuating confuſed ſtate of affairs. It may not be improper 


to lay before the reader an exact tranſlation of the account given by THUc rings 


(book iv.) of the ſeizure and diſmiſſion of ARTAPHERNES; which will ſerve as a re- 


markable inſtance, to prove, how much his ſhort and imperfect narratives of negotia- 


tions, and civil matters, are cleared up and enlarged by the additional circuit 
and facts recorded 1 in the Athenian Letters. 


&« In the beginning of the winter, AkusTIDEs, the fon of. Axcnirrus, one of the 


« commanders of the ſquadron ſent to levy contributions, ſeized at Eione upon the 


« Strymon, a Perſian named ARTAPHERNEs, who was on his journey to Sparta with 


A commiſſion from the king. He was brought to Athens; and his papers being 


« tranſlated out of the Aſſyrian tongue, were found to be addreſſed to the Lacedz- 


« monians, and contained, among other particulars, that the king was at- a loſs to 
« know their intentions; for, though they had ſent ſeveral embaſſadors to him, none 
e of them agreed in making the ſame propoſals. If they meant to deal fincerely 
« with him, he deſired they would diſpatch his miniſter back to him with ſome citi- 
« zens of their own. The Athenians ſoon after ſent embaſſadors to the Perſian 
t court, accompanied by ARTAPHERNES, who, when they arrived at Epheſus, learnt 
« the news of ARTAXERXEs's death; upon which the embafſadors returned home, 


cc without proſecuting their j journey.” 
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IHE Tranſlator has duds this Letter, which was found to- 
3 wards the middle of che collection, at the end of it, as as being 
- manifeſtly ſpurious. He apprehends it to have been written by the 


Jew, ſo much ſpoken of in the Preface ; nor can he value himſelf 


on diſcovering the forgery, becauſe, except we would ſuppoſe CL E- 


AN DER to have been particularly honoured with a prophetick viſion, 


; (which the reader will not haſtily credit,) it cannot be regarded as 
genuine, The performance ſeems intended to compliment the new 
philoſophy, in which our learned Mzsno0BAB may be ſuppoſed to 
have informed himſelf ; and in that light, (to do him juſtice,) is not 
without art or ingenuity. He probably thought this the moſt ele- 
gant way of introducing ſuch a compliment, as extravagant flights 
of fancy in allegorical dreams or fables, are agreeable to the taſte of 
the Rabbi's, and the manner of the Talmud. One might inſiſt, if i it 
were neceſſary, on the difference to be obſerved in the very air of 
the compoſition from the reſt of the whole book ; how much it reads 
in the Spaniſh with the eaſe and grace of an original, while the 
Letters, chat are of undoubted authority, carry along with them 
that ſtiffneſs, which is inſeparable from the pureſt tranſlations. But 


the Editor cannot flatter himſelf, that the difference he is ſpeaking of, 


will be felt by the Engliſh reader, as he is conſcious that the mean- 
neſs of his « own verſion has reduced them to the fame level. 
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CLEANDER to 9 „ 


LETTER Tor haſt had frequent ſpecimens of my manner of phillopli 
Apna mane . but no enquiry was ever ended ſo remarkably, as one 
which employed me laſt night. 1 was preparing a few thoughts for 
thee upon the origin and meaning of that worſhip, which has been | 
paid to VESTA, conſidered in the capacity both of Earth and Fire. 
The queſtion was perplexed with ſuch difficulties, that at laſt I de- 
ſpaired of unravelling it, and retired to my couch. I little appre- 
hended any extraordinary impreſſions from the ſpeculation, but ſoon 
a found it engaged me in my ſleep ; 3 and when the morning. brings 
| 5 with it the purer viſions, imagination, of its own accord, performed 
3 1 in a dream, what J had in vain ſought for from the efforts of my 
reaſon. The firſt part is intelligible, ſince it aroſe from i images with 
which I had juſt been converſing ; but as theſe wore off, the laſt 
part grew wild, and was obſcure to me, whatever the relation of it. 
may appear to thy more enlightened underſtanding. The ſoul at 
once unfettered itſelf from the body, and was amuſed, either i in fan- 


taſtick rovings or nn nggeRions 


Kal yaia juſrep, Eoviay d Gol cope! 
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Num. p. 67. T. 1. Ed. Franc. 1599. | : 
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1 thought myſelf ſuddenly tranſported withour the walls of Co- 1 
dam on a plain, where ſtood a temple erected to the goddeſs, It uv 
was in form of a rotunda, with extended porticos, that faced the dif 
ferent quarters of the world, and ſerved as ayenues to the body of | 
the building, all tending towards it, like radii to the centre of a Of | 
circle. They were ſupported by pillars of the moſt elegant pro- 9 
portions, but of the ſimpleſt order. The walls and cielings were 8 
not covered with reliefs or fabulous paintings, to catch the eye, and 
conceal defects in the architecture, which from the Juſtneſs of it 
gave pleaſure to the judicious, and without ornament engaged even 
the ignorant ſpectator i in admiring it. I preſſed through a crowd 
of people, who were contemplating the outſide, and entered at the 
Eaftern * gate, where I perceived the generality went in; for though 
the reſt were open, to intimate, that the goddeſs gave dee admiſſion 
to her votaries, yet they were frequented by none. Scarce had I 
made my way into the portico, when one met me, who ſeemed, by For, 
2 certain air of ſuperiority, and the reſpe& which every body paid 1 
him, to be the prieſt of the dome. His face was wrinkled with age, 
but had a dignity and ſpirit, which excited veneration. He bore in 
5 his hand a wand, that geometricians uſed to draw figures in the 
=—_ fand. The number three, called the perfect harmony, was wrouglit 
3 in the ſkirt of his garment, which, as it flowed behind him, diſ- 
covered ſometimes, to my amazement, a golden thigh. By theſe 
marks I knew him for PYTHAGORAS./ He received me courteouſly, 
and commanded me top follow him. When he ſaw I was under 
fome confuſion at this unexpected civility, and ſeemed dubious of 
the conditions on which I was to accept it, he aſſured me, that he 
would 8 with the lence he often impoſed « on his novices, and 
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e There was a temple at Corinth dedicated to VESTA. See Pabsaxias Gor: 
$ _— and — were firſt ſtudied 55 L in the eaſtern countries. 


encouraged 


"OE „ encouraged me to Akan 5 As we ee hs rotinia, 
WW. 2 we fell in with a great number of Chaldean * aſtronomers, Bergin: 
prieſts, Phoenician failors, and Perſian magi, who'were paying their 
oblations to the Deity ; ; and believe me, excellent ann in tis 0 
laſt number I owner a reſemblance of thee: e 8 PIE e 
| e he! image of the Deity was ee g fitting, to intldkinks is 
= | bility. A torch was held in her right hand, and a patera in her 
left; the one to expreſs her character as the genial heat of the ſyſtem; 
the other, that, as the perſon of philoſophy, ſhe expected continual _ 
preſents ſhould be made to her, becauſe philoſophy is the nobleſt [4 
exerciſe of the reaſon. Before her ſtood an altar with fire always | 
blazing, and {1x prieſteſſes danced round it in myſtick meaſures. My 
guide told me, they copied the movements of the worlds on high.. 
1 put queſtions to him, in walking over the temple, concerning the 
antiquity and ceremonies of it. He anſwered, that himſelf had 
1 e „„ raiſed it, and that every man was admitted, who had contributed i in 
1 « te leaſt to the improvement of Phyſical e. 
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On returning to the eaſtern avenue, I was ſurprized to ſee many 
in Grecian habits, in cloſe conference * with the Egyptians, and 
particularly with one who ſtood near the rotunda, and held a volume 
under his arm. They told me his name was HERMES TRISME- 
GISTUS. Afﬀterwards they repaired to the weſtern door, and came I 
up in form with their offerings to the goddeſs. The firſt was 
THALES „„ whom PYTHAGORAS received with much regard, an and OY 


r 3 


„rr 


In this viſion the progrels of philoſophy is marked from the earlieſt ages to our 
own times. 


c 3 
+ 
vp 


* 'The ſymbols are drawn from the accounts of antiquity. 


E It is well known, that the Greek philoſophers uſed to travel into Egypt, to re- - 
ceive the inſtructions of the prieſts, | » 


I „ » TraLs was the maſter of Prrhacon!s. 
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ATHENTAN' LETTERS. 


Made nd a bw 6beilance, as to his Helis, He addicted! to SU 
altar, and out of a cup, which he brought with him, made a liba- 


tion, which damped the flame of it; and on inquiry 1 found it t 


be water. The prieſteſſes were in a 


dd deal of conſternation, but 


the thing proved of no conſequence. His great merit in other re- 


ſpects was admitted as an excuſe for his conceit, that « water was 
ee the firſt principle of all things;” which he defended with a good 
deal of wild ingenuity. The next who appeared were ANAx1- 
MENEs * and MgToN *; the one laid a gnomon or dial, and the 
| Other a calendar on the e PYTHAGORAs ſeemed pleaſed with 
their offerings ; and I took notice, through the whole of the ſcenery, 
that the experimental philoſophers were more acceptable than the 
iſyſtematical reaſoners. Aſter this, DeMocrtTus * came forward 
with one of his followers, with whoſe name and perſon I was 
unacqusinted. He laughed exceedingly . t THALES as he paſſed 
by; and when he came to the image, compoſed himſelf with 
difficulty, and threw down an heap of ſand. The aſſembly cried 


out to him, that he had fixed the ridicule on himſelf. This only 


increaſed. his diverſion, and he immediately went away with his 
pupil. PyTHAGORAS declared,“ he was glad to be well rid of 
« them, adding, that he was more averſe to the ſcholar "Phan the 


< maſter; ſince I have objections to him, (aid he,) not only as a 


« maintainer of the atomick ſcheme, and a contemner of the god- 


3 deſs ? but as one Who, Gough he lives upon legumes himſelf, | 


8 ANAXIMENES was the firſt who brought a dial Into Greece, and putt it up at 5 


Sparta to the aſtoniſhment of that people. 

Maron was the firſt who reduced the Greek calendar into method. He lived 
towards the beginning of the Peloponneſian war. hos 
1 See Letter xxvii. | 5 


= EpiCURUs, a philoſopher « of great temperance in his own. manners, but whoſe 


principles have been thought to lead to very. hurtful conſequences. His followers 
were generally remarkable for their debauched and luxurious way of living. 
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| e LETTER « teaches others to have an extravagant. fondneſs for. PO »% 
bj — ſoon theſe withdrew, ANAXAGORA8 * appeared, who,  notwith- 


ſtanding he denied the divinity of MiTuas, had more. Honours 
paid him, than the moſt ſtrenuous aſſertor of it among the magi in : 
ae eaſtern avenue. I was going to have expoſtulated with the prieſt 
on this manifeſt partiality, but was called off to other obj Qs. For 
on caſting my eyes to the weſtern entrance, I thought I faw my friend 
SocRATES look in upon us: he turned away preſently with an air 
of irony and banter. He ſeemed to have two diſciples with him; LL. 
the one * followed by his maſter; and the other * „ having Accom- 
panied him a little while, ſtepped back, and viſited the temple. His 
fellow called after him, and rebuked him, but he gave no attention | 
to it. He ſeemed habited with much aſtentation, and had'a majelty - 
in his gait-and manner that was almoſt theatrical. Many thronged 
about him, and .endeav#ured to recommend themſelves; hut i it was 
remarkable, that one of his pupils, who hadi a. rough bold appear- 
ance, yet whoſe demeanour beſpoke a good deal of ſmartneſs aut 
ſenſe, preſſed rudely by him, and pretended, that he had a better 
right to the general approbation. Inftead of obſerving (what I na- 
turally expected from this event) indignation in the faces of thoſe 


who beheld it, I found moſt people were not diſſatisfied ; and that the 
man, by a plauſible ſubtilty in his way of talking, ſoon captivated 
the underſtandings. and afleQions. of thoſe who heard him. At laſt 


2 ©® Lee Letter xxxviii. He was accuſed at Athens far impiety z 3 having afferted the 
| ſun to be a maſs of fire, no bigger than the Peloponneſus. 
* SOCRATES had a contempt for phyſical ſcience, and applied himſelf — * 
being much more certain and important. | 
» XxxopHon and Pr ro. The former was a, firift follower of his 3 * 


uſed to complain of the latter, that he deviated from the maxims of ere, They 
had on this account a great averſion to one another. 


q3 ARISTOTLE, who took a pleaſure to contradict Pi are his maſter, and differ __ 
him in his writings. 5 
his 
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applied himſelf chiefly to morality. He was 
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inſtructed in the Pythagorean philoſophy by Aczion, TiMavs, 


Eunrrus, 
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RF 2 his left ſhoulder:: Derr boy made way for him, at api : 
_ 2 dat he would have paid ſome reſpect to the moſt diſtinguiſhed 1 =_— 


the crowd, as he paſſed up to the Rotunda; but he ſpoke to nobody 
except METON ; then addreſſed himſelf to the _ ung a new 
calendar, and walked out e e Ev 5 ww 
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While 7 was: contig ors e to PYTHAGORAS at the light 

: of this extraordinarny perſon, methought the whole aſſembly va- 
niſhed * on the ſudden. We found ourſelves deſerted and alone. 
On looking out towards the plain, a new temple appeared on the 
other ſide, built much after the manner of PYTHAGORAS's, and 


deſigned to rival it. A great crowd was gathered about it, and all . 


men went into it. Curioſity diſpoſed me to viſit it; but my phi- 
loſophick guide was exceedingly averſe to the propoſal, and would 


have diſſuaded me from it. I am not willing (eried he) you ſhould 


give countenance. to popular errors; and be aſſured, that while 
this fabrick ſtands the. teſt of many ages, and engages ſhe vene- 


ration of wiſe poſterity, that will fall into decay : and ruin.” When 
1 arrived at the dome, I could hardly make my way into it for the 


numbers that ſurrounded it, and filled the avenues and precincts of 
it. As ſoon as I got near enough to the goddeſs, I diſcerned, . that 
| the place was conſecrated to VESTA in the capacity of earth. An 
altar of turf ſtood before the image, which was, as in the other temple, 
repreſented ſitting. Seven prieſteſſes attended it; but their ? dance 
was ſo extremely confuſed and irregular, that I could not help ſay- 
ing to one who was near me, there was neither grace nor har- 
7 25 in their motion.“ The chief prieſt, who overheard ane, 


x In the lets ages, * the Ptolemaick ſyſtem was a aun credited, | 
. the writings and opinions of the ancients were almoſt forgotten. 


The cycles and epicycles of Prol ur. He appeared under ANTONINUS Prao- 
SOPHUS, and was a famous N and aſtronomer in e 


5 


232 © 
9 4 
TEE * L enn . * 7 Y oY x " 9 7 
7 AY, 4 TS 5 10 IEP) f Jy * a 2 : 
> *%% 995 # * * 7 f 15 2 * N ER ww * 9 My OT? N 8 5 0 Y 5 20 85 det 1 0 
2 * Fx. W 4 . 4 >, 7 8 7 9 4 
— * o TV } 
5 5 4 N * a , 
” Wert 4 * 12 * * e ee 5 Y 
3 1 1 2 9 co 
. wn, 51 198 8 8 — „ . : oy PAS | k 
y TERS. - | F 8 ; * * 3 
0 %; Þ A * * * * x * 
ö ; wile. 9 x 5 Wei 5 ns < 
"4 * * * * q - 7 4 '; 
; ; ON £ 
8 1 + . 1 
7 - 
* N 4 H % 
1 2 4 > : ; 5 
p " 14 
5 ? x * * 4 4 
- * * q — * 15 
85 7 4 8 
. * * — 4 F 4 - 45 is 
* * K - - * IS "| 
. ” » * 2 } Ty, - 
— - p 
1 1 
3 * 3 5 TIE"; | 
* # N ” hs '2 | 1 
5 * 5 4 1 * * * * «* i 189 
2 ; op £ i bi 
4 . e724 ,- GW 
* 5 * - " © oy - l - 
- — - . 7? +3 $7 
* " j 21 : 
* 
- oy * — F 1 
* y $ 3.3 &Y 
* E LY 
4 . - ad * 
— F 4 1 4* 
* ; 9 ; 
: : 1 FM tt 
4 - * 1 # C1 7 4 
, i; 
* b } 
! 
> U 
o * 1 
- N PR. ih, E 
o Fa 


3 5 * R **; 
% . 


and had taught them the perplexed which they moved in, LETTER | 
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better.” | The moſt devout de Cr, was a vt 

Babylon, fo | owed by a great number of Arabians, Who 
mirers of the prieſt, and votaries of the Deity, with 

ſerved about thas time a ver extraordinary perſon, 

8 body with a rope, his 
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„ which, on the vell's thrown | ; 
e pred with | 
dained to be content with the ee Which the ordinary at- j 
| | 
tendants would have afforded him. This behaviour raiſed great jea- | 
- louſy. and great miration. In i right, hand he held ieces of >» 
cut into various forms; 3 in his. a few ſpecimens of dif- 
= Atenonso, king of Caſtile, who is reported to have ſaid, on being inſtructed in . 
ProLtxY's aſtronomy, that had Gop conſulted him at the creation, he could have. f 
. Arxcanton; caliph of Babylony who cauſed Prolnuvt works to be tranſlated into 1 
b The reader will preſently and that this.deſcription i is meant for Friar Bacon,. 1 | ll 
| who had a very inventive and inquiſitive genius, in an age of blind ignorance and _ THF 
ſubjeckion to the authority of great names. He was vulgarly taken for a conjurer | 11 
and magician, becauſe he knew more of the wonders of nature than other men. WW 
The: ſtories of the brazen, head, which gave articulate ſounds, are unqueſtionably |! 
fabulous. He wrote of viſion, of optical glaſſes, of chemiſtry, &c. He had ſome 
faith in aſtrology, but much more qualified and philoſophical than that of the gene- 
rality who have been devoted to it: Pope NicnoLas the IVth, by the inſtigation of 
the monks of Bacows own order, put him under cloſe confinement, from which he 
was ſet at liberty by the means of ſeveral noble perſons. It is very probable, from: 
_ ſome paſſages i in his works, that he was the inventor of gunpowder. ; | 
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ſure the rites of it, and 6 | fierce Which the charts 0 

 priefteſſes had in engaging y ſpectator to the Worthip 

Deity. By this time the freedom of hiz — 124 my 
mies. They applied" thenifelves to keep him as near tlie 


far fro m the receſſes f the temple as they Oy and in ane : 


heard a cohfuled, ſenſeleſd, arid unimtelligible rtr of nectetmatey, 
magick, enchanter; and many perſons, ex Kabited in the kid 
manner with Himſelf, whiſp 
crowd. Some. expreſiea the greateſt Ubhorrence of him on aceGwnit - 
of thele ſuggeſtions; others were fo filly, as böth to believe, tant ne 
was {killed in divinatiön, and to be pleaſed Wich hearing it. "They | 
Propounided curious queſtionis to Hitt, and Tetretly aimed to be iu 


ſtructed by him in tlie at. He töck grent f 


9 


dicate at large His cbndukt, yet to fio purpbſe. 1 thien ſaw che dil 


prieſt of this ſpurlbus temple Commaiitl öhe, Who ſtödd fear Mm, 
and was much diſtinguiſhed by his favour, to $0 o and bind in chains 


ps Ws dt Sh vt 4 


the man Who had created ſo much attention, and difturbed the ſervice 
and devotion of the place. He, who had been thus commanded, 
executed his office with a ſuitable ſeverity. He wore a rich prieftly | 


which, as I thought, belonged to the ſeveral gates and doors of the 
Rotunda. felt a very heatty' compaſſion for the fate of the un- 
happy perſon, which prompted me to walk towards him, and admi- 
niſter ſome comfort. But on talking with him, I found that a juſt 
reſentment had pollefſed him very ſtrongly; for he procteded' even 
to  menaces, and told me, that, by 6, Jorirzx, he knew of a certain 
„ combuſtible matter, Which, if properly applicy, "would tear the 


: A which 1 is 7 of = worſt Goperititicn; 1 was derived from, 4 
chiefly purſued during the credit and cultivation of the falſe aſtronomy. 
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much ſlander of Him med the = 


garment and a ſcarlet cap. To his girdle vas fixed a Bunch of keys, f 
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manner, and wholly unlike any thing I have ſeen either in 
Perſia or in Greece, The firſt made a merit of that which 1 had 
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deen careful not to charge on any one; and indeed took away. my 
ſuſpicions. of the man who had been fettered in the othei 
recommending himſelf * for having en jeavoured to draw the many 
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of the pretended Deity, 0 to reyiv vive e the honours of 
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TROMASC Boncrr, a. Franciſcan Friar, the follower and companion of Roces 


Bacon, N | ; | Deke toes 


0 Alludes to the reſtoration of the antient philoſophy and writings. 


1 When Copernicus appeared i in the thirteenth centu ry, the ſyſtem of ProLtuY 
loft i its reputation, He was the reſtorer of the Pyth: on, that the ſun i is 
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b deſtroy that temple with ſucce. 5 Abd ce d m 
Y affectionately, 2 admitted him into a partnerſhip of the prietlics 


for his extraordinary | ſervices.” The next * who' came forward ity 
teleſcope at the foot of the altar. The third®, who Bad a goo 
of pride and haughtineſs i in his manner, Was employed! to deli oY 
the motions of the hea renly bodies on the roof of the "Rotundi. 
He afterwards talked to PYTHAGORAS about reconciling | the wor- 
ſhip of the two temples, but the propoſition was rejected with con- 
tempt. The fourth was dreſſed in a ſoldier's habit. He carried 
in his hand a double cube, and had a rabble of chymiſts'; at his heels, 
As he came up to the altar, he juſtled him who had ſo rudely preſſed | 
by his maſter early in the viſion, and a conteſt enſued. Th 
frages of the crowd were divided ; but the military philoſopher 
ing the geometricians on his ſide, ſeemed to get the better 
diſpute. They were both jealous of their fame, and diligent to c: . 
vaſs the opinions of the bye-ſtanders. At laſt one advanced up tot thi 
_fame avenue, who profeſſed himſelf not ſatisfied with the reaſoning: 
"of either. He wore a gown covered with ops of gold, andin a the 
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8 GaLitE0 the inventor & the teleſcope. oy 1 


1x * 


» Tycyo Baan the Dane, who lived in the fifteenth century, in a little iſland, 
which the king of Denmark had given him. He is repreſented to have been of 8 


moroſe temper, but a great aſtronomer. He ſpent twenty years and ooo dollars in 


making a ſphere, on which he had delineated, with the utmoſt exactneſs, the various 
courſes of the planets and appearances of the conſtellations at various ſeaſons of the 


year. He has given an accurate deſcription of it in his works. There is a ſyſtem called 
the Tychonick, deſigned to compound the difference between the Nene * . 


pernican. See HUET. 


i DEsCARTES, who had been a ſoldier before he turned philoſopher, helped to re- 
form the errors, and hurt the credit of Axis rorLE, whoſe opinions had long been 
the ſtandard of ſcience. His geometry is much eſteemed. He was the inventor of 


the double cube, and a favourite of the chymiſts. 


Lord Chancellor Bacon, who firſt opened the method of induction i in philoſophy, 


and reaſoning from effects to cauſes. Sec his Novum eee and his book de r. 


ſeientiarum. 
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form and 1 richne of his habit differed from the reſt. on enquiry, 
x found, though he was employed in a publick characker in his own 


country, yet he had, found leiſure, as well as genius and indlination; F x 


to ſtrike into the paths of philoſophy, and was deſirous to pay his 


homage to the ſhrine. At parting, he put a paper into the hands of 


PYTHAGORAS,: which was a project for the improvement of the 
ſeienceg, He was ſucceeded by another ', who had an aſpect of great 
ſeriouſneſs and piety, and uſhered i in a FE tribe of worſhippers. 
He held in his hand an air-pump ”, and diſcourſed® ſtrongly with 
PYTHAGORAS, in favour of the paper which had juſt been. pre- 
ſented to him. When I ſurveyed the train that followed him, I 
could neither count the number of perſons who poured in one after 
another, nor the inventions which they brought with them. Among 
theſe I obſerved, that two men * ſtepped up to the veſtal, who ſtood 


outermoſt in the Rotunda, and preſented her with five pages and a 


golden ring. But methought the oddeſt figure 1 ſaw, was a perſon 


3 


bY. Mr. BorLE, one of the firſt wh d into lord Bacon's l way with extraordinary : 
ſucceſs, and was the beſt experimental philoſopher that wy age has known. He 


attempted an hiſtory of the air, and contrived the air-pump. 


n The Jew has a note in this place, where he ſays s, that for the ſake of brevity and 


perſpicuity, he has uſed the modern term air-pump, and in another the word pen- 
dulum; becauſe they are expreſſed with much circumlocution in the old Perſick, and 
- the things are to be known with difficulty from the particular deſcriptions of them ; 
| a note plainly intended to imprint a notion of ſeriouſneſs, and amuſe the reader. 


*n Alluding to Mr. BoYLE's treatiſes on the uſefulneſs of experimental knowledge, : 


which he publiſhed at the time of inſtituting the Royal Society, 
a Hurckxs and Cassrxr diſcovered the Satellites and ring of Saturn. 


'P Biſhop Wil xixs had a ſtrong notion, that an art of flying might be inyented, and 
ſtruck out ſeveral ſchemes for accompliſhing a voyage to the moon. Though he had 


a clear, reaſoning, mathemarical head, yet he indulged himſelf i in conceits of this 


nature, See his Math, e &c. 
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. coming near to che altar, eyed a 
| — ec wth much tendern 


which were paid to his in 
countenance. The geometricians 


* 


it was remarked, that he 


* 
- 


What made it the mote ridiculous Was, 
ſhe was not to be come at, and had made a decken. ae Tho 
who knew him better, ſaid, he was a man of ſenſe, 
| voted to the goddeſs. | 
wiſe the eyes and admiration 
in his deportment, that while he bluſhed to receive thoſe 


ent in a body to meet him; -and 
aid a particular reſpect to one of them 
to whom he owned elf greatly obliged. The two eden. 
ing philoſophers were the only men unhappy in his preſence; 
united on this occafion, and went out together. As the n 
nius came forward, PyYTHAGORAS entreated him to a 

office in that temple, as more worthy of it. He declinedi it, and ſaid, 

© he was ſenſible, that theſe favours much exceeded the meaſure of 
© his deferts. He could wiſh, therefore, that an intimate friend 
of his might ſhare in them, from whom he had received 
„ lights, and who would yield to nobody in that aſſembly, either 
« For the zeal or the ſucceſs of his enquiries after truth. 5 Inino- | 
diately PyTHAGORAS led up one *, who preſented a magnet, and a 
bag of winds; of which laſt, I was told, he better underſtood the 
management than either ULYssEs * or his. companions. This ex- 
cellent perſon then advancing himfelf towards the 


1 Sir Isaac NewToN was a great admirer of EvcLip. ä 


Pr. HALLxT. See his Theory of the Magnet and of the Winds in the Philoſo- 
phical Tranfactions. 5 5 ö 


See the X. B. How. Oprss. | 1 
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2 um; at ber er The image: nodded, LETTER Fe oor 

| xe altar burnt brighter In that infant F ima 1 

gined I faw SocxaTEs among his attendants.” J accofled him im- 5 WE, „5 

mediately, and aſked what had induced him to enen, % oa of 

when he had paſſed by it hefore with diſdain, | He anſwerec fo 55 

< truths are connected. "0 I b e e $ 

„ ledge to ſuch an height, chat I am convinced Wes bounds of bind d 
« philoſophy. muſt be extended in Proportion.” 8 Surely, 7 88 

1 64 te myſelf, in rapture and aſtoniſhment,) we ware cauſe to regret „„ . 5 

che unmeaſurableneſs of art, and the ſhortneſs of life, which con. 

< tribute equally to conceal from us theſe amazing diſcoveries. 3 ͤð i) 

There has not been wanting induſtry or genius in our times; but Th : 

&* we poſſeſs theſe inſtruments of ſcience in vain, if what the reaſon 1 

« of one age approves, the reaſon of another condemns ; and if it 

<« he the will of the great OROMASDES, that truth mould be rather 

<« ſtumbled on by accident, than found upon ſearch. We have a 

« contempt for the low attainments of ancient days; and yet our 

4 ſuceeſſors will il} more juſtly laugh at us, for giving credit to 

3 che water of THALES*, and the atoms of DEMOCRITVUS ', * J 


[* The one lding to is dead in pad, ge abe tis grand principle 8 „„ 
3 r Newrew ſcems, in different parts of his life, to have e J 
jectures, not unlike the two different principles on which the ſyſtems of THALES and „„ 
Dkxocnrrus were founded, though conceived and expreſſed much more intelligibly /, 
and philoſophically. In a letter to Mr. OLDdEnBurGH, dated January 25, 1675-6, . „ 
has theſe remarkable words: © The frame of nature may be nothing but various con- „%% 
« textures of ætherial ſpirits condenſed as it were by precipitation, ſomething after 1 5 | 
« the manner that vapours are condenſed into water, or exhalations into groſſer ſub- 
ce ſtances, though not ſo eafily condenſible; and after condenſation wrought into va- 
<« rjious forms, at firſt by the immediate hand of the Creator, and ever ſince by the 
« power of nature, who, by virtue of the command, increaſe and multiply, became 
4 2 ee imitator of che copies ſet her by the protoplaſt. Thus may all things 
i "i 2 6 ce be » 


« by , <<. * . 
8 — . 
N * ; 
I ——. — — — 4 3 =_ 
. r 2 = 
7 ——— CO — 
* <& I — — — — — 
a5 N — > tr AA 222 ˙ 5 
— — LITER - 


9 — 


—— — 


1 
- by: 
15 
i 


ts > 
&. * * 
= a 
3 
* 4 
3 
8] 
A , : 
Dl” : 
3 
1 , 
: 
147 
„ 
pt l 
14 
3 = 
1 
; oo . 
ut E 
=. } 
* ? 
/ 4 
7 4 
b L 
Nn 
5 "8+ : 
: 4 Th a 
I _ - 
HELREz wh: 
. 8 h ; 
[ * 
bo © | RS 
14 
1 1 
$320 4 
15 
| N | 
SE 6 * 
1 % 7 
i. l 
. 
1 K 
: f FF 
' ; 4 
= N 
1175 L * 
N | i 5 
7 24.10 2 
: 741 2 
: F \N 
7 [1 * 4 * 
ry S A b 
142 
418 
of 
1 2.4 4 
1 1 
1 
35. 
1 
14 + 3 63 
1 
: * 
13 12 
\#- 3 | 43 
0 
3 -+ $8. WM 
TS 1860537 | 
14 \ [1 
| : 
| * 
17 5 
: 1 
[| 34 
45 
. 3: BY 
Ain 
ys :7T 
f 45 
141 
T — 
i 
1332 
4 4B 
* 
+ 1 
F ; 
© +8 $3 
1 
1 1 
2 
L, C 
„ 
$3788 
! & 
| i 
N 
1 
1 1 
8 
SO RES 1 ; 
. $4 
1 "+; 4 
75 
1 
. . 1 
: G 
vS 
U - , - 
* 1 * 
. F 
HTS. 
inn 
— i: 
«244d A + 5 * 
Gy -- +  Y WO 
1 ei 
ö 6 
* £3 18 1 
. > a 
—_— 3: «1 
5 4 1 = þ LD 
N b D-\g 
x 2 * 
- > T7. 8 f 
4 4 
13 14 q 
. 4295 
. ® ; : 
* * » 
\ 3th 7 
_ TS 
=_— 3 ,+ 
3 i 
F = z s 
3 q ; 
J 4 
* 2 
2 3 5 4 45 
5 I 1 7 
45 8 
2 If * 
1 7 = 
, , 14T =? 
$5 : a 
4 8 
< +379 l 
. 1 i 
1 ; 7 
5 A 
3 LEN 
ö a * LY o 
> & 425 25-1 
; - > A 
N * 2 
1 x 
v «7 
£33 5 + N 
in 
+» :» 
16 Fil 2 
x T ET = 
7 $ 4 9 
a 778 > 
$335 7:7 37 
11 14 1 
33%, 
\ 
+; . 
” ; * 
1 
boy 4140 
C e 
4 IF 
lb Ty 7 
4 3 
== 3. 5 
N y 
19 
. 17 
Amn, 
14 «+, 
1 6 1 
4 
f + FERN 
A 3 
* 3 
11 oF 
"WM 4 
1 14 1 
1 1 
4 $ N 471 
I 
1 0 
<p ny 
v7 TY if 0 
Nie 
4 355% 
- [4 1 
7 13 
1 1 
n 
85 14 1 
1 i 
2 4 * 5 
FO C 4 £3S + 
N + Hil 
-W 
v EE 144 
: ys 
. * 7 
8 1 q 
- ' L © 
F ' "Y 
5 „* 1382 
o T7 
Li 1 ' 1 
0 1 5 
— FT. i ; 
1 11 
\ $232 £3! * 
* 1 
SI: 
. . » 
H + * 
r 
: * 
* + (3 
13: KS 
= 1 
* * 4 \ 
* 0 ii 
4 k 
a bs 
[+ N ; 
\ 1 5 
"I : : * 
12 1 "AS 
N 7 we 
. * — 
+: -. 4 8: 
o 2 q 5 
1 Sk 
$4 ; l 
8 { 
8 if; IT. 
14 . 
— 4 1 ke 
J LESS: kl 
—_ .. - 
1 
5 1 
95 ( 141 | 
4 1 4 
3 8: a : 
11419 F 
5 1 
5 1 
\ e 
. * "ST 11 . 
. 1 
146 9 ; 
- „„ 
3 4 
$ + * 2 
1 x 
14 1 
11 I 
1 1 
3 TY | 
2 8 i of 
3 1 | 37 
, U * © S 5 4 
1 11 
9 „ 
D 
- r 
: x "£1 : 
: : THREE 
g 247] 
v : WS. 
1 Fer. 7. 86s 
L > IH + 
: - (1 
3 $18 
7 1 1 
1 1913 
1 115 121 i 
f 117 1.% 
£ . 11 
j 538 
$35 4 1 * 
1 n 14 
4 
1 
x r 1 ** 
La 1 81 
: £53387 5-4 
1 
\ 4 £55 ; 02 
þ * 7 3 4; 2 
- 70 oo 
a2 © "% & 
+. RR. 1 
1 * 
2 N 
« 1 14 
1 
y ; bs : 
* N 41 1 
5 a [125 ? 1 
F 3 9.7 # "TY 
x $3.53 5 
7 4; - 2 
4 » 7 =x 1-4 
*% M 
« =. 1. 
pf 131 187 
r 
1 1 ; \ | 
4 : k $5 
& : 1 ; q 
* 4 1 
.* s . 
» av . U 4 
2 AFP 1* 1 
i 0 
We | {3H 
> 1 
14 1 a 
0 16 4 
1 
1 1 * 
1 7 1 
x & '+ 551 
6 7 4 bn , 
J AE | 
Ys > G 
8 
IF 
% 1 * 1 
5 | 
- ISS) 
. JED x 
v a* 7 
LI, 
= ; 4 i 
v + 14 
* 11 
1.4.8 
$7: 23 
5 1 t 
N : #1 . 
7 * iy bl 
N 1. 17 
. 
ö 
A 1 
ie 
1 19 
* [1 
[4 = 
U 


. —Ü— ae 
co rear — Fas 
ws war We Wo - 


N 4 1 ATHENIAN. LETTERS | 7 


le” "MY \LET 5 BY « & by tt the aſſiſtance of a few rational principles, and mene men, 
| S * they ſhall have opened a field of knowledge to be deren 
ES « enlarged by experience; in which every one of common ſenſe, 

s and common obſervation, may be uſeful; where the ſenſualiſt may | 

t find ſomething that will promote his pleaſures, and the virtuous 

can find nothing that is unworthy, of his labours,” This firain of 


| cloquence diſturbed =y reſt, and . the agreeable viſion, 


Excellent Sahnbt * a to Pn che hidden meaning of 
what I have related, If the whole be chimerical, and aroſe from | 
the fumes' of indigeſtion, and a diſordered ſtate of body, permit 
me at leaſt to ſay, that my ſleeping thoughts are much better than 
my waking ones. But if it was preſented to my fancy by thoſe 

genii who haunt. the ſlumbers of the Pious, and poſſeſs the mirror 
of futurity, I ſhall think ks the moſt bighty favoured of man- 

fn e V . i 85 


2 


ce be originated from Aber . In the ſecond edition of his G 1717, to- 
wards the concluſion he expreſſes himſelf thus: All bodies ſeem to be compoſed 
te of hard particles; for otherwiſe fluids would not congeal, &c. and therefore hard- 
e neſs may be reckoned the property of all uncompounded matter, &c. All 
« theſe things conſidered, it is probable, that God in the beginning formed matter 
« in ſolid, maſly, hard, impenetrable, moveable particles, &c. Theſe primitive par- 
« ticles being ſolid, are incomparably harder than any porous bodies compounded of 
« them; even ſo hard, as never to break or wear in pieces,” &c. The firſt of theſe . 
conjectures bears a reſemblance to the water or æther of Taarn63: ay ſecond to | 
the atomick or corpuſcular philoſophy of DeMocrITus. | Re 
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ACADENT at FR deſcribed, 113. 


Acarnania, unſucceſsful expedition of the 
Spartans and Ambraciots againſt, i. 158. 


Accuſation, falſe, how puniſhed by the laws of 
Egypt, i. 384. Different puniſhment of, in 


Perfia, and at Athens, ii. 14. 


Acer of Ariſtophanes, character of, i. 


330. Its plan, 331. 


Acberiſia, lake of, near Memphis, account of the 


funeral ſolemnities performed there, i. 429. 


Achilles is indebted to Homer for his immor- : 


_ tality, i. 310. 


 Acriſtus king of Aloe increaſes the privileges | 
and regulates the laws of the council of IS. 


 _ phiRtyons, ii. 80. 
Action, how regulated on the Grecian ſtage, i. 


331. 


Admetus the Corinthian; loſt the prize in the / 
chariot courſes at the Olympian games, by the 


breaking down of his car, 1. 279. 
| Adultery 
laws of Zgypt, i. 389. 


Fiypt, general idea of the nature and coltiiiile. 
tion of the hieroglyphical characters of, i. 97. 
; 5 0 inquiry into the nature of animal worſhip, X 


An apology for the magnificence of 
the tombs and fepulchres, 143. Overflow 


of the Nile, with the ceremony of cutting its 


banks, 186. Different orders in the prieſt- 
hood of, 245+ 5. The Paſtophori, and Neocori, 


ety How: pedi 


Nothing but mythology 


in the woman, how puniſhed by. the 


* 


grees are Slice there, 


249. The Cabiri, ibid. Oris, 250. In- 
| quiry into the m 


ythology of, 289. 
eſtival to Iſis, how celebrated, 43. 


of Vulcan at Memphis, 345. ogy 


the kings of, 346. Antient averſion of the 


. 


Egyptians to the ſea, accounted for, 347. 
Conqueſts and civil inſtitutions of Sefokiris, 


349. | His ſucceſſors, 351. Character of the 
| Agyptians, 352. Obſervations on the laws 


of, 384. Judicial proceedings of, 390. 
Foundation of the ſuperſtition in their funeral 
ſolemnities, 429. The farcical complexion 
of the religious rites of, accounted for, ii. 32. 
in the hiſtory of, 


prior to Oſiris, 211. The coſmogony of, 


examined by Teaſpes a Perſian mage, 222. 


Fgyptians, reflections on the character and 
hiſtory of, i. 56. The moſt valuable part of 
their learning allegorical, and why, 131. Their 
aſtronomical computations, 145. 

E a faithful reporter of the doQtrine of 

ocrates, ii. 332, note. 

Aſchylus, an improver of the Greek theatre, i. 
360. His play formed on the diſtreſs of Xerxes 
and his army, 361. His hiſtory and extraordi- 
nary death, 400. Compariſon of, with Sopho- 


cles and Euripides, 403. His tragedy of me 


Perſians, ii. 306. 


Aſeulapius, the votive tablets in his temple at 


Cos tran ſcribed and. ſtudied by eee, 
ii. 182. 


ASiolia, unſucceſsful invaſion of, We the Atheni- | 


wad ii. 35. * 


Agios 


The 
Temple 
of 
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Azis king of ge commands the Peloponneſian 
forces aſſembled at Corinth for the invaſion of 
Attica, ii. 27. 


Abaſuerus king of Peria, i is the Keel of RAM, * 


Amaſis king of Ag 


ſuppoſed from circumſtances to be the ſame 
prince as Artaxerxes, ii. 62, note; 390, note. 


Alceus, his hiſtory, and a character of his writ- 


ings, 1. 62. 

Alcibiades, the nephew of Pericles, his chats; er, 
i, 76. His good fortune at the Olympian 
games, 280. The beauty of his perſon ſerved 
as a model for the Hermæ, 318. His account 
of an Athenian diſputing club, ii. 202. His 


account of the riſe of the Sophiſts, 259. His | Ana 


ſpeech in oppoſition to Cleon's ſcheme of ex- 
pences for carrying on the war, 413. 

Alcidas, the Peloponneſian admiral, retreats from 
Mitylene, on its ſurrender to the Athenians, 
i. 327. Is defeated by the Athenians and 
Corcyreans, 419. 


Alcman, the only Lacedzmonian poet, ii, "4 


Alexiat, phyſician to Artaxerxes king of Perſia, - 


cures him of ſickneſs by a regaedy from Hippo- 
_ crates, ii, 387. 


Alerts, the moſt valuable part of the Egyptian 


learning concealed under them, i. 131. Uſe of, 


M the a of inſtruction to rude minds, 


I. 314. | 
Alphonſo king of Caſtile, his opinion of the 
Ptolemaic philoſophy, ii. 437, note. 


Altars of the Athenians, the primæval plainneſs 


of, how corrupted by luxury, ii. 379. When 
animals firſt began to be flain for ſacrifices, 
381. 


Ahartes, account of bis tomb near the lake of 


Gyges, ii. 393. 
ypt, his wiſe laws, i. 392. 
Embelliſhes the temple of Iſis at Vais, ii. 30. 


Ambracians, defeat of, by Demoſthenes the 


Athenian general, ii. 1 20. 


Amenthes, in the mythology of the Egyptians, 


what, i. 430. 


Amorges, governor of Caria, introduces a Perſian 


garriſon into Caunus, after the attempt of 
Zopyrus on that city, ii. 196. Vindicates 
himſelf againſt court calumnies, 235. 


Amphifyo n king of Athens, prevails on the 


'reſpe Rive ſtates of Greece, to form a 
7 ae, council for their common intereſts, 
nown by the name of the Amphictyonic 


council, or 2 aſſembly of che Grecian 


. 
e ii. 79. Forms of a 


tranſacting buſineſs, 80. Oath _ 5 i 5 
members, ibid. Powers aſſerted dy the * = 


-ſembly, 8g 1. 
An „ account of che hanging gardens of, at 
abylonz. „ 5 
Anacreon the Greek poet, character 1 him mand _ 5 
of his writings, i. 64. e 7 
Anarchy the corruption of a democracy, more 
dangerous than tyranny the corruption of . 
monarchy, 1. 398. 


Anatomy, why little underſtood by the Greet - 


phyſicians, ll. 184. | v 
xagoras, tranſported. the ſchool 4 N 

Thales from Miletus to Athens, his hiltory, = 
i. 93. His peculiar doQtrines, 94. - 

Anaximander, the ſucceſſor of Thales in the Tonic = 
ſchool, his hiſtory, i. 

Anaximenes, the firſt who brought a ſun-diali into 
Greece, ii. 433, note. 


And drobius, character of bis famous fempiere, i 
319. 
Androlichus the boxer, the NE ary . 


his fate at the Olympian games, i. 276. 
Animal worſhip, inquiry into the probable teaſon 
of the practice of, among the Abe. 


289. ii. 2. | 

Antalcidas, the peace of, formed on Cleander's 
idea of all the- Grecian ſtates enjoying cheir 
own laws, ii. 347, note. | 7 


 Anthemocritus, his tomb near Athens, i. 252. 


Antiope, daughter of Diophanes prieſt of ba 8 


her ſudden and peremptory rejection of 
addreſſes of Heliodorus, ii. 178. 
Anyſis the blind king of Ægypt, his bitery, 3 51 I. 


Apis, the oracle of, at Memphis, how contulted, | 


and the anſwers returned, i. 345. - RY 
Apollo Alexikakos, the ſtatue of, at Athens, upon. 
what occaſion erected, 1. 111. 
 Apollonides the Coan phyſician, his, infamous be- ? 
haviour to Megabyzus, ii. 6. Is crucified, 48. 
 Arabians of Saba, never ſubjected to a _m_ | 
power, i. 72. Their pretenſions to full in 
augury, 73. Their religion, ibid. 
Arachion of 8 parta, the Pancratiaſt, ſtory 'of his 
death at beg Olympian games, „ 
Araſpes ſatrap of Bactria, his nuptials with 
Artaminta, daughter of the governor of Sardis, | 
deſcribed, i. 16. EE, 
Archelaus king of Macedon, his requeſt to Euri- 
pides how e i. 403. | 
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heban, goes to conſult the Del e 
| 3 domeſtic concerns, ii, 6 5ũ6 + 
re Sparta, his herald w 5g 


—_— 


with terms of pacification refuſed admiſſion to 


| the City, i. 6. "Combatady the Grecian: allies 5 


wWarring againſt Attica, 19. His ſecond in- 
vaſion of Attica, 48. 2 7 Platea, 1 . 
175. 192. His death, 305, Was fined for 
marrying a ſhort wife, M. 56. . 


Arehiluchus, OY 


writings, i 


R es 1. I 
Archon the awe of thee ice the Atheriian 


| government explained, i. 204. Their number, 1 


and e charges, 2066. 
Ardices, the Corinthian painter, his expedient to 
diſtinguiſh the ſexes of his figures, i. 368. 


Areopagus, tribunal of, at Athens, account of, i. 
38. The power of, reduced by e ibid. 


- 139. Forms of 'the court, 206. 
 ereopolis, character of the inhabitants, i i. 70. 


 Argeſier, late governor of Lydia, is involved in 


he Sen of Sacas the eunuch, i. 195. 


Hence — of Sogdiana, his rebellion | 
er 


fia, i. 408. 
ns the evil being in the Perſian: the- 


ology, remarks on the. doctrine of, i. 67. 120. 


ii. 9. Abſurdity of ſuppoſing ſuch a being, 


10. Figure of, in the royal palace of Perſe- 


2 111, His ſuppoſed ſeven thouſand years 
over the earth, 197, note. * nt 
:  hoftility to man, 316. TT. 
Arimaſpes, the chief -of 'the Perſian magi, this 
hymn to Oromaſdes, i. 44. 


ans, 95. who murder them, 102. 


Ariftides, how he undermined the firmneſs and. 


ma of the Athenian government, ii. 


A lle, nder of tribute for the Athenians 


at Eione, ſtops Artaphernes the Perſian ſatrap 


on his way to Lacedzrnon, and ſends him to 
Athens, ii. 402. His motives inquired into, 406. 


Ariffemenes the Meſſenian, his votive ſhield in 
the temple of Minerva Chalciæcus why 
deſtroyed by the Spartans, ii. 326. His charac- 
ter and hiſtory, 327. His extraordinary eſcape 
from the cavern into which he was thrown. by | 


4 * 


* * 


Ariſtaus of Corinth, heads che Peloponneſian = 
embaſy to Sitalbes prince of Thrace, i. 82. Is. 
with his aſſociates delivered up to the Atheni- . 
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his virtue, 330. 


4h ophanes ridicules Cleon in a play called the 5 
bylonians, i. 294. Is proſecuted by Cleon 
for defamation, in the court of Areopagus, 295. 
His defence, 296. Is employed to write a 


2 to diſpoſe che people to peace, 9255 1 


Character of his Acharnenſes, 330. 

character cenſured, 333. Is viſited by Clean | 

der, ü. 353. Account of his . 88 

 Cleon, 3 354 His juſtification ' of the - 
co 


eee ae 


rge of impiety, 359. 


Artabanus,his treaſons detected and i fppreed by a 


Megabyzus, ii. 3. 


Arne governor ſy ftory of his loſt. | 


daughter, 1. 100, 


Artæus, the father of C ;, recalls him from oY 
* His viſit at 1 


bis travels to marry him, i. 
Taoces, 362. 5 


Artapherne: of 1. tia, e the - 
8 Aba in chat ede i. 78. Is called 


to the court of Perſia to ſupply the place of 
Megabyzus in the ſupreme 
His miſſion to Sparta, 322. The hopes en- 
tertained from his preſence in Greece, 349. 
ls ſtopped on the road by the Athenians, and 
ſient to Athens, 402. 


427. 
Artaſyras, ke of the Perſian records, joins in 
the cabals of Teribazus againſt Cleander, i K. 5. 


Artarerxer king of Perſia, his policy on the event 


of the Peloponneſian war, i. 41. How ſaved 


from the fury of a tiger in hunting, 79. In- | 
tercedes with Sitalces prince of Thrace forthe 


liberty of the Peloponneſian embaſſadors, .95.. 


Removes his court from Suſa, to ſpend a 


winter at Babylon, 99. His active inſpection 
into the management of his government, 178. 
His grand proceſſion to the camp in the plains 
of Babylon, 180. His plan of ee for 


the heir of his empire, 396. His letter to 

Qleander ordering him to repair to Thebes, ii. 

17. Conditions propoſed by him for a league 
with Sparta, 156. Character of his ſons, 
167. His letter to Cleon, the Athenian, 232. 
His audience to the Spartan embaſſadors, 272. 


His proviſion for Cleander, 318. His letter to 
the Spartan government, 324. Is cured of 
iüllneſs | by, a remedy from Hippocrates, 387. 


Splendid e 


icen - | 8 | 
medy, 357. Vindicates ne | 


council, il. 155. 


addreſs in culti- 
vating the eſteem of the leading men re, | 
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ſuppoſed to be the Ahaſuerus in the book of 


Eſther, 390, note. 


Arthmius of Zelis, his treachery how recorded | 


by the Athenians, i. 199. 
Arippbius, the ſon of Megabyzus, faves the life 
of king Artaxerxes from a tiger in hunting, 

i. 79. Is ſent to repel the incurſions of the 

Cadufians, 80. He ſubdues them, 10. 


Aßb tower at Ecbatana, the puniſhmerit inflicted 


there on criminals deſcribed, i. 335, _ 
_ Aſpaſia, the miſtreſs of Pericles, inſulted by the 


Megareans, i. 75. Is married to him, ii. 135. 
| Her conh- 
verſation with Cleander on the female cha- 
rater, and on the treatment of women in 


Her hiſtory and character, 132. 


„„ „ = 8 
Aſes, wild, in the Sabæan territories, their fleet- 
neſs, and the method of hunting them, i. 71. 

thens, league of, with the Corcyreans, i. 2. Pre- 


paarations for the Peloponneſian war, 7. The 


city deſeribed, 28. 110. Ceremony of the 
annual interment of thoſe who died fighting 

in the cauſe of their country, 32. Conſtitu- 
tion of the ſtate of, 36. 
hundred, 37. The court of Areopagus, 38. 
Indications of the ſpreading of a peſtilential 


diſorder there, 43. Narrative of the famous 


plague of, 48. Liſt of the allies of, 51. Severe 


decree of, againſt the city of Megara, 73. 


Event of the embaſſy to Lacedæmon, 88. 
Pericles deprived of his power, 89. The 


Peloponneſian embaſſadors to Thrace delivered 
up to them, 95. They are murdered by a 


decree of the people, 102. Pericles is re- 
ſtored, and reſumes the adminiſtration of 
public affairs, 107. How the expences of 
their naval equipments are defrayed, 109. 
The public buildings and ſtatues deſcribed, 
110. How this ſtate was enabled to baffle the 


repeated attacks of the Perſians, 114. Un- 


ſucceſsful expedition of the Athenians into 
Thrace, 119. Univerſal forrow occafioned 
by the death of Pericles, 134. A review of 
his public conduct, 137. A naval victory 
gained over the Corinthians by Phormio, 158. 
Natural propenſity of the Athenians to litera- 
ture and arts, 167. 
affairs how conducted ſince the death of 
Pericles, 176. General character of the 


philoſophers of, 182. Aſſiſts Thrace in war 


+ | Splendid celebration of his birth-dax, 3 Sgt Is - 


The ſenate of five 


The adminiſtration of 


| Lacedzmon, 249. Their propoſals rejected, 
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fended, 199. Account of the nine 


againſt Macedon, 193. Law of oftraciſm de. 


of Athens, 204. Other magiltrates, 0% _ 
| Their conduct ſubje& to ſevere. examination, 
206. Forms obſerved in the court of Areo. 
pagus, ibid. Other courts, 207. Military 


force of the republic, 222. Education of | 


. 8 223. Diſcipline of the troops, 225. 


he navy of, 227. Reaſong that induced 


| Sitalces to conclude a ſeparate peace with Per- 
_ diccas king of Macedon, 232. The cities of 


Leſbos confederate to ſhake off their depen- _ 
dance, 233. Clippides ſent with a fleet againſt” 
Mitylene, 234. A veſſel ſtopped in the Pi- 


Character of the territory round the city, 251. 
The Leſbians join the - Peloponneſian league, 


- 


28 3. Attica invaded by Cleomenes, 323, The 


| Athenian theatre deſcribed, 329. The licen- 1 


tiouſneſs of the theatre cenſured, 334. . Firſt 
decree againſt the Mitylenians, 353. Second 
decree in mitigation of the firſt, 358. Cauſes 


olf the decline of public oratory there, 374. 
Victory of the Athenian and Corcyrean fleet 


over the Peloponneſians, 419. The Athenians 


fend gallies to aſſiſt the Leontines, 420. Re- 


newal of the plague, ii. 27. Fruitleſs attempt 


on Folia, 35. 83. Reportof Callias and Nau- _ 


ticles of their miſſion to the Amphictyonic 
council, 118. Eſtimate of-the ravages of the 
plague, 119. CharaCter of the laws of Solon, 
137. Riſe and progreſs of the conſtitution 


| of, 143. The firmneſs and tranquillity of, 


how undermined by Ariſtides, 145. Good 
and ill tendency of the popular privileges of 


cenſuring the great men in the ſtate, 148. 


Specimen of this licence, 149. The mini- 
ſters of, defended againſt a popular de- 
claimer, 150. The port of Pylus ſeized b 


the fleet, and gallantly defended by Demol- 


thenes, 170. Eager curioſity of the Athenians 
after news, 175. Character of the Athenian 
women contraſted with thoſe of Epheſus, 194. 


A diſputing club formed by young citizens, 


202. Arguments in ſupport of the high 
antiquity of the Athenians, 211. Nicias de- 
feats the Lacedzmonian fleet before Pylus, 
215, Inſtructions to Python their agent at 
Suſa, 216. Diſpoſition of the principal leaders 
to peace, 217. Arrival of embaſſadors from 


254 


| 


> 


WP 


—— ; 1 
8 WW w 2 * * 13 a 820 R 
Ne "y n * . 3 12 N 
: " 8 * 
I "= * 4 8. A 1 
1 In COND \ 
> * ö Vs 
"2 f A 4 . 
" 4 1 29 * N 
„ v r 
n ö * — were 
. 5 Bet a 45 J 
: 5 J « \ 84 K „ 
* px * x 
„ a SIG f .” * 
Fs ? 5 t * * 
. . * * * * F 4 2 
r * 
1 * 
- — 
PS 
* 
* 


* * * 
99 <LI : ay. : 
* 
* I * 8 - 4 2 
_ 4 [5 : 1 
3 7 i * PI = 
+ , * 8 . 
f 2 mA 1 * 5) 
i > F, x 
— 7 
4 5 
3 
4 


254. Great . of the Abends to 
.*4Y W 281. Sl acteria reduced, 289. The 
thenians, why cautious of beſtowing perſonal 
5 honours on victorious commanders, 298. The 
plan of a commercial treaty ſettled with the 
Perſian miniſtry, 320. Reject another Spartan 
offer of peace, 342. The 
concluded, 343. Commercial and naval policy 
of the Athenians, 369. Remarks on the re- 


 , ligion of, 374. Their ſacrifices, 379. The 


ſources of the wealth of Athens pointed out, 
396. Superſtitious regard of the Athenians for 


the 3 of Theſeus, and their falſe 


policy, Revenues of Athens, 398. 


"i Sketch 4 K in the afſembly on Cleon's 
ſcheme of expences for the next year, 408. 
1 appointed to the Perſian court, 


2246; * 
Attic feaſts, the diſtinQire excellence of, charac- | 


teriſed, 1. 12. 


Augurs, ſupported at Athens at the public > 


charge, ii. 281. 


orgs the mare of Phidolas of Corinth, a ſtatue, 


erected to her memory, i. 279. . _ 
Pris the Athenian, anxiety of his dying mo- 


== from the dread of extinction, ii. 332. 
1s W 1 the — of ee 334. 


5 
Bab 2 general deſcription of the city of, i. 2 25. 


xtenſive view of, from the temple of Belus, 


26. Is viſited by the Perſian court, 99. 


Account of Perſian troops encamped i in the 
plains of, 178. 

Bacchus, che hymns to, the origin of the Grecian 
ſtage, 1. 359. 


| 8. 
R Friar, his philoſophical character, i li. 437. 


note. 


| 1 Lord Chancellor, his method of plitloſo- 


phiſing, ii. 440, note. 

Bafrian ſchools, the corruptions of, pointed 
out, 1. 229. 

Bellerophon of Euripides, its effects on the 
Athenian audience, 1. 402. _ 

| Belteſhazzer the Hebrew, Perſian Lilies of, ii. 
111. His ſtory preſerved in ſculpture in the 
palace of Perſepolis; 8 

Belus, extenſive view of the city of Babylon, 
from the lofty ſummit of, i. 26, The obſerva- 
tory of, 279, 
. VOL, Il, 
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Greece, his hiſtory and 8 1. 218. 


The wiſdom of his precept of behavi- 5 
our toward friends and W A, 55 


217. 


Birds, the flight of, confalted for omens, by. the | 


Athenians, ii. 283. 


Boat, the puniſhment of, | in i Perſia, deſcribed, j- 


211, note. 


2 the Theban, bene alive by Sabacon 5 6 
the Ethiopian king of Ægypt, i. 351. * | 


wiſe was relative to debtors, 391. 


Beetia, better known for oracles than for wit or 


philoſophy, ii. 108. 


Boethus, an eminent Carthaginian emboller his . 


excellence in the art, i. 371. 


Boxers, the conteſts of, at the Olympian f games, 


deſcribed, i. 276. 


Beyle, Mr. his philoſophical character, il. aar, 1 55 


note. 
Brabe, Tycho, his character as A philoſopher, i. 
440, nate. 


7 . commander of the Peloponneſian fleet, 


his engagement with the Athenian fleet under 
| Phormio, i. 174. He and Alcidas beaten by 


the Athenians and Corcyreans, 319. His ill 
ſucceſs againſt Pylus, ii. 172. His character 
and ſcheme upon the Athenian ſettlements in 


Thrace, 349. 


Bubaſtus, the face of the country from thence to 
Sais, deſcribed, ii. 30. The city of, deſcribed, . 
F ormed in the temple there, 


31. Sacrifices perfo 


3 
Burial of the dead prohibited by the moore of 


e ll. 1 53. 
85 


Cabiri of Exypt, account of, and their 1 | 


i. 249. 


Cadiſiant, make a predatory incurſion into the 


northern parts of Media, 1. 79+ Are 8 
by Artyphius, 1D. 
Calendar, Egyptian, account of, i. 145. 


Camby/es king of Perſia, his puniſhment. of a 
corrupt judge, ii. 141. 


Carneadeas, the Athenian admiral, killed in a 


naval engagement with the Syracuſians, ii ii. 84. 
Caſſandra, expoſition of the ſtory of, i. 313. 


_ Coftalian fountain at Delphi, its ſuppoſed mineral 


qualities, ii. 10g. 
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450; 


and from what motives, i. 23. Some of them 


removed, 70. ORD” Re 
Cataſtrophe of a dramatic repreſentation, why it 


ought to be produced by natural means, ii. 


5 BE 

Cavalry, why not 
armies, i. 2257. | 8 

Cavernt of the magi, in Perſia, the ſtrange noiſes 

heard in, i. $5. OS Oe 

Caunus, ſcheme formed by Zopyrus the Perſian, 
of eſtabliſhing a ſettlement there, ii. 174. 

_ He is killed in an hoſtile attack of the city, 
196. 


Cecrops king of Athens, his hiſtory, ii. 1433. 
Cephiſophon, why baniſhed the Spartan ſtate, ii. 


77. I t \ 
Ceramicus of Athens, deſcribed, 1. 110. 


Ceres, Eleuſinian, the temple of, at Athens, i. 
111. External ceremonies of her myſteries, 


411. ConjeQures as to her myſteries, 413. 
Charicles of Epheſus, his character and recom- 


mendation by Cleander to the Perſian miniſtry, 
His journey from Epheſus to Suſa, 


ii. 123. 

163. 5 
Chariot courſes at the Olympian games, deſcribed, 
1. 279 | | 


numerous in the Grecian 


Catarafts, made on the Tygris and Euphrates, Cirrheans and Acragalide, their impious outrages 


Chaſtity, female, the intervention of a god con- 


trived to ſupport the credit of, i. 316. 
Chelonis, a Spartan captive, deſtined for the 
_ Perſian ſeraglio, her character, ii. 125. 
Chemmis, account of the temple of Perſeus there, 
2 28 WS 
Cheres, an Ægyptian prieſt, his account of the 
motive for embalming the dead, 1. 431- 
Chilon, one of the ſeven contemporary ſages of 
Greece, his character, i. 218. | 


Chlorus, a young Athenian, his vanity, i. 244. 


His good fortune at the Olympian games, 
. | | 


Chorebus, account of his tomb at Megara, i. 


OE OS TE 
Chorus of the Greek theatre, the origin of, i. 359. 


Chremes, a merchant of Chios, apprehended at - 


Athens, on ſuſpicion of managing a treache- 
rous correſpondence with "Thebes and Sparta, 
i. 381 0 | . 


Cimon, the champion of the ariſtocratical faction 


at Athens, his conteſts with Pericles, i. 138. 
Cimon the painter, the firſt who varied the 
attitudes of his figures, i. 368, 


* 


81. „ ö „ Se 


City, the government of, over a Nate, why fac. 


tious and unſteady, ii. 144. Why the cities in 


Attica are not increaſed, 337. 
Cleatas, the architect, formed the hippodrome at 


Olympia, one of the curioſities of Greece, i. 
278. 1 NF 


* 


| Cleander, the Perſian agent in the city of Achau, : 


his arrival there, i. 1. Retires to Salamis 
during the plague, 47. Is commilſioned by 
Megabyzus to purchaſe Grecian curioßties 
for him, 102. Returns to Athens, 106. His 
narrow eſcape from being diſcovered, by the 
ſtoppage of a veſſel with his diſpatches on 
board, 235. Paintings and ſculptures pur- 
chaſed by him and ſent to Perſia, 318. 
Purchaſes the collection of Pericles, 367. Is - 
tried before the archon polemarch on a ſuſpi- 


| Cion of a treacherous correſpondence, 381, 


Receives information of ſecret enemies in the 
Perſian court, 428. Teribazus the Perſian 
treaſurer cabals againſt him, ii. 5. Is en- 
truſted by Artaxerxes with a negociation at 
Thebes, 17. Removes thither, 34. Leaves 
Thebes, and goes to Delphi, 63. Returns 
to Athens, 118. Sends thirty virgins to 
Epheſus, for the Perſian ſeraglio, 124. His 


juſtification of the Athenian miniſters againſt 


a popular declaimer, 150. His moral and 
religious ſpeculations diſtinguiſhed into the 
eſoteric and exoteric, 152, note. His con- 
ference with Cleon, 240. His. anxiety on 
account of the negociation with Cleon, 245. 
Opens his griefs to Smerdis, 246. Advice of 


| Smerdis on the occaſion, 269. Solicits his re- 


call, from the apprehenſion of being betrayed, 
292. His plot of a tragedy on the ſtory 
of Crœſus, 310. His ſervices rewarded by 
Artaxerxes, 318. His inſtructions for the © 
management of his Timolian villa near Sardis, 
392. Is reconciled to Teribazus, 395. Ob- 
ſcure letters from Sappho to, 418. Uncer- 
tainty of his future deſtination, 428, Spuri- 
ous letter from, to Smerdis the mage, re- 
cording a viſion, marking the progreſs of 
philoſophy, 430. 5 


Cleobulus, one of the ſeven contemporary ſages a 


of Greece, his precept of behaviour toward 
friends and enemies, oppoſed to that of Bias, 
5 1 55 1. 2 17. 


1.317 1 famous as for bet 


wiſdom, 218. | 
_ Cleomenes, 
| Spartan king, his invaſion of Attica, i. 323. 
Cleon, = opponent. of Pericles, his chez 
21. His declamatory charges againſt 
75. Is cenſured for withholding ſupplies 
| from the Athenian. admiral Phormio, 175. 
Governs Athens by a faction ſince the death 
of Pericles, 176. His 
Areopagus, for defamation, - 294. Is pro- 
302. Employs a painter to make a caricature 
of Pericles, 320. His ſpeech to the people 


on the puniſhment of the Mitylenians, 356. 
proſecution of Cleander, 382. He 
and his faction averſe to ne ii. 218. Is 


$ as a proper 


Foments a 


propoſed to Cleander by Gobr 


agent to gain over to the Perſian intereſt, 


229. His overtures to the Perſian court, 
His conference with Cleander, 240. 
Receives Artaxerxes's preſent, and cloſes with 


230. 


the propoſals of Cleander, 244. His ſpeech 
in the ſenate on occaſion of the embaſſy from 


Grants, 253. Is choſen general in the room + 


Nicias, 255. He and Demoſthenes reduce 


the iſland of SphaQteria, 289. Their letter 
to * ſenate and people of Athens, 294. His 
triumphant return to Athens, 340. Promotes 


the commercial treaty 
profeſſions of 
Cleander's remarks on his 5 346. 
ſatirized by Ariſtophanes in 5 Pla 
conference with Cleander, taphernes 
being ſtopped by the 4 on his way to 
| Lacedzmon, 403. His ſpeech in the aſſembly 
on the neceſſary ſupplies for the next year, ' 
408. His pres hes allowed, 416. Conſults 
the oracle at Delos, 427. 
Clinias, the defender of Phidias and Anaragoms, 
his character, i. 242. His remarks on the 
Olympian games, 280. 


with Perſia, 343. His 


Chnic phyſician, this appellation why given . 


Hippocrates, 11. 182. 


Clippides, commander of the Athenian fleet ſent 


againſt Mitylene, his inſtructions, i. 234. His 
unſucceſsful expedition, 260. Blockades the 
city and port of Mitylene, 2+ © 

Clifthenes, revives and — the laws. of 
N ul. 245. cs 


N D * * 


guardian to Pauſanias the young 


kim, £3 


character and manners, | 
ibid.  Profecutes Ariſtophanes in the court of 


regard for Artaxerxes, 345. 15 
» 354 His 
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Syenites of Thebais, i. 163. 


; Comedy, Grecian, the firſt inventors of, i. 403. 
Its merit compared with that of tragedy, 404. 


2 harder to excel in, than tragedy, ibid. 
- Its licentiouſneſs juſtified by Ariſtophanes, id 


5 


Commeree, the ertenſive political and. focial a | 


vantages of, i. 22. ii. 372, 


Commonwealth how public ſ ſpirit nile in, 1. 3 


197. 
l che reſtorer of the Pythagorean yſiew | 
ſecuted himſelf, and convicted of corruption, 


of philoſophy, it. 439, note. 
„ the antient emporium for Indian 5 


Arabian commodities 1 in Asypt, deſeribed, i 1 


188. 


e war, i. 2. Sedition in the city of, 


* The troubles, how quieted, 41 8. 0 
ranſactions of Sophocles and Eurimedon 


the Athenian admirals there, 291. 


Corinth, drigin of the quarrel between the 
Corinthians and the Corcyreans, i. 2. Deſerip- 
The citadel, 1 4 5 
1 


tion of the city, 255. 
Character of the Corinthians, 257. 
hiſtory, 258. Conſtitution, ſituation, and 


naval ftrength of the ſtate, 259. Generous 


treatment of Corcyrean priſoners of war, 378. 
The Peloponneſian forces aſſemble there under 
Agis king of Sparta, ii. 27 · 


Cneph, the name of the god worhipped by the 7 


3 the quarrel between the Coreyreans ” 
and the Corinthians, the origin of the Pelo- 
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- Corinthian deputies in the Amphictyonic 
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council againſt the Athenians, 11 9. Expedi- | * 
tion of Nicias to, 342. 5 1 
Corn trade, a principal cauſe of che Peloponneſian | + "a 

war, ii. 150. 0 | 
, Corybantes and Dioſcuri of the Greeks, the ſame. 4. 
with the Cabiri of Zgypt, i. 249. 4 
 Coſmogony of the Ægyptian Hermes, a view of, LN 
i. 164. That of Sir Lage Newton Py i. ” L if 

443, note. F 
Couroge, the companion of liberty i. 198. 1 

Cratißpus, à ſophiſt of Rhodes, his character Yi 
and miſſion from the court of Perſia to || 

Sparta, i. 269. His inſtructions, 286. His © 

reverence for the memory of Ariſtomenes the | 1 

Meſſenian, 1 ii. 326. - , i 
- Creugas the boxer, how killed at the. Olympian ; 1 
cl great veneration of the Egyptians = Ki 
- far; 4) > ri Wk 

3M 2 | Creſus 8 | 
"Þ 


hd 


Darius, 


e temple of Apollo at Delphi, and deception 
oy the oracle ii. "Fi Loſt his crown by 
truſting to it, 106. Plot — a Ay on the 


T * 4 


ſtory of, 310. 


Crotona, the republic of, receives laws from 


Pythagoras, 1. 127. 


| Cefilaus, account of his celebrated ſtatue of 


Pericles, i. 319. 
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i. 207. 


18 ; "ſome account of, 


Deluge, general, natural evidences of of it Argued | 


upon 9 i. 423. ; 
Democritus of Abdera, a teacher of the 


atomjeal 


= of philoſophy, his charaQer, i. 128. 
ntraſt between him and Heraclitus, 129. 


The opinion e of * "A Hippocrates, | 


ii. 16. 


Ctefphon, an Athenian ſophit his analyſis of | Demoſthenes the Athenian general, his fruitleſs 


the Grecian mythology, i. 306. 
Cyniſca, the daughter of Archidamus king . 
Sparta, the firſt female who won the chariot 


prize at Olympia, her gift to the has ah of 
Jupiter Olympius, i. 263. 


Cyprus, the feſtival rites of, eagerly reſorted to | 


by young Perſian travellers, i i. 239. 
Cypſelus king of Corinth, his hiſtory, i. 2 58. His 


gift to the temple of Juno at Olympia, i. 264. 


Cyrus king of Perfia, his munificence, 1. 395. 
His inſtitutions favourable to liberty, ii. 38. 
His palace of Paſagarda, 208. 


Cythera, Cleon propoſes to the Athenians an Diana, the god 


attack on the iſland of, ii. 409. His propoſal 
1 41 6 | 


D 


Dedalus, was accounted by the Greeks the 
inventor of ſculpture, i. 368. His ebony 
moving figure of one of the attendants on 
Bacchus, 369. 

Damaratus, why pronounced illegitimate by the 
Delphian oracle, ii. 107. | 

| Damoxenes the boxer, how he loſt the prize at 
the 7 pian games, i. 276. | 

e father of Xerxes king of Perſia, his 


wiſe inſtitutions, i. 3 


Debt, impriſonment for, prohibited by the laws 
of Egypt, i. 391. 


invaſion of tolia, ii. 25. 83. 
the Spartan general 


Defeats 


urilochus, 120. 


Adviſes the ſeizure of Pylus, and is left 


governor there, 170. His gallant 
againſt the Spartan beſiegers, 17/2. 


defence 
He and 


Cleon reduce the iſland of Sphacteria, 269. 
Their letter to the ſenate and F * 


Athens, 294. 
De, his philoſophical charadter, 


note. 


Deſerters, how puniſhed by a law of 


king of - Egypt, i. 386. 


ü. 440, 


Sethe 


deſs of, amon the Greeks, the. 


ſame with Bubaſtis among the "I it. 


31. 
Diana Orthia, boys why ſoourged by! the altar 


of, in Sparta, ii. 96. 
Diana Soſpita, the temple of, at 
occaſion of its erection, i. 253. 


Megan 


Diodotur, his ſpeech to the Athenians in mitiga- 


tion of the puniſhment decreed a 


gainſt the 


Mitylenians, i. 357. His ſpeech in the af- 


the war, ii. 410. 


ſembly againſt Cleon's ſcheme of e as | 


Dionpſia, character of the orgies and ceremonies 


performed at, by the Athenians, i. 328. 


Diotimus, archon polemarch of Athens, 


diſperſes 


a tumult of the people for want of 1 


i. 324. 


Dipenus, remarks on the ſtyle of his ſculpture, i. | 


368. 


Delos, the iſland of, purified, andits quinquennial Dieu, the manner of throwing, at the ne 


feſtival revived, ii. 84. An Amphict . e 
council formed there, 85. 1 of the 


427. | 

Delphi, ſituation of the city of, ii. 63. Deſcrip- 
tion, 64. Account of the temple, 65. The 
ſanctuary, 67. Amphictyonic council, 79. 


games, deſcribed, i. 277. 


young citizens at Athens, 11. 202. 


Diſputing ſociety, account of one formed by 
oracle of, to the Athenian deputies there, | 


Diſtinctions and ceremony, the danger of s. 


ing them into public contempt, ii. 35 


8. 


Dithyrambus, ſon of the Athenian e 


his charaCter, i. 376. 


The oracle at, 103. Cauſe of its credit declin= Divination, the various objects of, ii. 282. The | 


6. 
Dolic bus 


ing, 106. 


e of, human ee 28 
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Delichus of Tarſus,the ROM at the Olym 

games, epigram on his victory, i. 28 IG {8 

Draco, the Athenian lawgiver, character of 8 

and of his inſtitutions, 1 . 1% <5 7 
Dramatic entertainments, the origin of, i. 359. 

Damme; the Spartan youth how warned 
againſt, ii. 99. Is. . in ren * 
r 209+ ONE | 


7 „ 8 \ = 
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Ecbatana, the City of, deſcribed, i. 23. | Account 


ol the Aſh-tower there, 335. 

Education, Perſian, the errors of, pls out, L 
237. Conſequences of the negleQ of, at 
Athens, 376. Wiſdom of that of the antient 
Perſians, ii. 3 8. Account of that of the 
Spartans, 96. 


_— 
Eleuſir, a town celebrated for the myſteries of 


Ceres and Proſerpine performed there, i. 25 2. 


Good tendency of theſe myſteries, 410. Ex- 
_ ternal ceremonies of, 411. COON as. to 
the myſteries, 413. 

Eleguence, the ſtudy of, not needful for the 
ſpeaking truth, i. 271. The corruption of, in 
the public councils of Athens, remarked, 374. 

Embalming the dead, inquiry into the Ægyptian 
motive for, i. 431. 

Empedocles of Agrigentum, a philoſopher of the 
Italic ſe, his peculiar doctrines, i. 128. 
Pythagorean entertainment given by him after 

the Olympian games, 280. 

Enamel painting, by whom invented, i. 370. 

| Epenetus, his ſtyle of oratory cenſured, i i. 375» 

Ephebi, a claſs of the Spartan youth, the age of 
admiſſion into, ii. 96. 'The Wen; ber pe 

required to ſubmit to, 98, 

Edbeſas, the character of the women 1 
formed by the natural circumſtances and 
conſtitution of the city, ii. 193. The women 
ny Robots and thoſe of Athens comparey, 
194. 

Epbori, in Lacedzmonia, occaſion of the crea- 
tion of, and their office, ii. go. _ 

Epicurus, contraſt between him and his difciples, 

ii. 433, note. | 

Epigenes, his ſpeech in the Athenian ſenate on 
occaſion of the embaſſy from Sparta, ii. 252. 
His ſpeech in _ of Cleon's pan of ſup- 


Eſther, the ſtory of, ſupy 


„ E KX. „ _— 457, 


bee for the war, ON His e 426 
s appointed embaſſador to Perſia, ibid 


Epi why termed a ſacred diſtemper * 5 


Greek empirics, ii. 183. 


Error, human, how accounted for in the Perſian - 
ed to be Found i in 


theology, ii. 317. 


that of Hazia, an gyptian tale, ii. 51. A 


full deſcription of the magnificence of the ; 
Perſian kings to be found in the book of, 389, 


% 


note. 


| Etruſcan ſtatues and bas reliefs, character of, i. 


368. 


Euathlus the Athenian, his conteſt with Pro- e 


tagoras the ſophiſt, ii. 260. 


Boil, moral and phyſical, the difficulties attend- 5 


ing, how reſolved by Socrates, ii. 9. 


Eumarys the painter, the higheſt point of ex- 
Elbantin iſland, deſcription of the Nile there, TY 


cellence to which he attained, i. 368. 
Euphrates, cataracts made in chat river, and for 
what reaſon, i. 23. They are removed, 70. 


Eupolus, his ſtatue at Olympia, recording his E 
fraudulent manner of r the prizes at 5 


Wreſtling, i. 264. 

Eurilechus the Spartan general, Kis e 
againſt Naupactus, ii. 84. Is defeated by the 
Acarnanians and Argives under Demoſthenes, | 
120. 


Euripides che tragedian, his hiſtory and charaQer, | £ 
i. 402. Compared with Zſchylus and So- 


- phocles, 403. Character of his play on the 


| ſtory of Oreſtes, ii. 303. Juſtiſies the inter- | 
vention of a divinity to produce the cata= 
ſtrophe, 304. His reaſons why tragedy ſhould 


repreſent fiction rather than hiſtory, 305. 


Kuro origin of the ſtory of her being carried 


1 by 11 in the form of a ! i. 31 5. 


8 o 
: | F 
* 


Fal, the parent of al kiltory, 4 i. 130. 5 
Fabuliſts, antient, the credit of their ſtories fap= 


= * 


ported by painters and ſculptors, i. 310. Are 


often too obſcure to. convey inſtruction, 313. 


Faction, the ſpirit of, in republics, miſtaken for | 


the ſpirit of freedom, i i. 397. 


Fame, poſthumous, why an improper purſuit, i it. 


300. . 8 


| Hat Aſiatic and Attic, his diſtinguiſhed, i i. 12. 
Fiction, why more proper for Ge than 


3 11, 305. 
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389. 


Free will, 2 attribute of man, founded on lis > 


reaſoning faculties, i. 123. 


* the ſource of martial inmepidity; i | 
Fass ſolemnities of the Bgyptians, an account 


of, i. 449. | 


* 0 


Gabe, one of the hunting palaces of t the ings of 
Perſia, deſcribed, ii. 207. 

| Galliesof Athens, how manned, i. 227. 

Games, Olympian, the conteſts at, . * 


274. Reflections on their tendency, 281. 
Goat, why worſhipped by the Ægyptians, i. 291. 


SGobryas the mage, his account of the future ſtate 


of the human ſoul, ii. 334. 


6 why improper machinery on the ſtage, ii. 


3- Thoſe of the poets, and thoſe of the 

1 diſtinguiſhed, 356 - ö 

Golden fleece, origin of the tale of, i. 315. 

Gorgias, the chief of the Leontine embaſſy to 
Athens, character of his eloquence, i. 420, 
Gains applauſe by his bold pretenſions, li. 
28 

" Gorge, the wife of Leonidas, her reaſons for the 
aſſuming manners of the Spartan women, ii. 
9 

G popular, unſteady and fluctuating, 
i. 81. The tyranny or freedom of its in- 
fluence on the human mind, i. 196. The 
moſt natural form of, the patriarchal, ii. 43. 
Advantages of an inſular one, 371. 

Greece, the manners of, compared with thoſe of 
Perſia, i. 11. Progreſs of luxury among, 53. 
Reflections on the general ſtate of, 57. Is 
ravaged by the plague, 66. The philoſophy 
of, derived from Ægypt, 91. 


into the earlieſt æra in the hiſtory of, 130. 


as ſuperior to Perſia in learning as in arms, 


173. The freedom of the people the ſource 
of their warlike intrepidity and ſucceſſes, 
196. Account of the ſeven contemporary 
| ſages of, 213. Deſcription of the Grecian 
troops, 222. Modes of attack and defence, 
226. Hoſpitality of the Greeks to ſtrangers, 
254. Deſcription of the Olympian games, 
| 274. An W of the Erechn mythology, 


% 


4 ow , rn eee aa 


ae Hagen 


State of the 
| Greek philoſophy explained, 92. 125. my 


„ 
* ben the wich by 
Origin of the Grecian tape, 


of Sparta, ii. 72. Origin and 1 


of the eee of Amphictyons, 79. Founda- 
tion of the claim of Xerxes to the dominion 


of Greece, 156, Conditions required by 
Artaxerxes for an alliance with Sparta, bid. 
State of the medical art in, before the time of 
Hippocrates, 18 1. Characters of the Grecian 


women how formed, 191. W on — 
antient * of, 210. 


* 


: Manis the ſtory of, a memoir 1 4 


phian archives, ii. 51. The reſemblance of 
this Lory to that of Eſther, remarked, 62, 


" Heer the Mile ian, an improver of hiſtorical 1 


knowledge, i. 150. 


Heliza, the court of, at Athens, account of, i. 


208. 
Heliodorus, his ast affection for Anti 
daughter of Diophanes prieſt of Jupiter, ii. 


176. His deſpair at her ſudden rej ion of F 
his addreſſes, 179. 


 Heliopolis, the temple of Oſiris „or of the fun 


there, i. 130% 
Hellanicus of Mitylene, a reformer of hiſtory i 


150. 


 Hellanodica, at the Olympian games, their oe _ 


i. 265. 275- 


Helbts in the Spartan ſtate, their laviſh condition : 


and cruel treatment, ii. 87. Horrid artifice 
praCtiſed to reduce their number, 350. 

Heraclitus of Epheſus , contraſt between him and 

Democritus, i. 129. ii. 16. | 

Herme, the model of, formed from the perſon. 
of Alcibiades, eſteemed the moſt beautiful 
youth in Athens, i. 8 Were the firſt 
attempts at ſtatuary, 368 

Hermes, the pillars of, at Thebes, defciibed, i i. 
84. Their popular hiſtory, 86. The firſt 
and ſecond, their accounts of the origin of all 
things, 1. 164. Account of the forty-two 
books of, 247. 

Hermadorns,, the diviner, account of his death, ii. 
283. 


Herodicus, the inventor of gymnaſtic phyſie, the 


preceptor of 8 ll. 182. 


 Heredotus 


EG 


1 


| Herndetur te hiſtorian, bs charaQter, 4." BY 


His private hiſtory, 151. Recites his work 
at the celebration of the Olympian games, 


152. Travels into the eaſt to ry: and his 


a i. 61. 


„ age writing in Egypt, general idea 
1 


nature of, i. 97. 131. Symbolical 
ſculpture in the palace of Perſepolis, ii. 113. 

Hieromnemon, in the council of mr rs be. 

account of, ii. 80. 


Hippagrete, in the Spartan government, their 


office, ii. 91. 
N in the Athenian army, their office, 


Higpeir the fred order of the Athenian | 


citizens, i. 224. 

Hippocrates, the famous Coan phyſician, attends 
the diſeaſed during the plague of Athens, i. 
50. Rejects the offers of Artaxerxes king of 


Perſia, 54. Apology for him, 68. How 


rewarded and honoured by the Athenians, 77. 
His judgment of Democritus,. ii. 16. His 


eſtimate of the ravages of the plague, 119. 
Hiſtory of his life, 18 1. How he obtained 
the name of clinical phyſician, 182. Critical 


| remarks on his practice and writings, 184. 


His cure of Perdiccas king of Macedonia, 


185, His perſonal character, 186. 


Hippodrome, or horſe courſe at Olympia, deſcribed. 


1. 278. 

Hp is appointed ont of the embaſfy from 
Athens to Perſia, ii. 424. His hiſtory and 
character, 425. 

Hiſftorical ſubjects, why improper for the 
Athenian ſtage, ii. 39. 
| Hiſtory, the cultivation of, not ſo early as poetry, 
i. 130. Inquiry into the antient hiſtory of 


reece, 131. Civil government produced 


iſtorical truth, 133. And poetry, charac- 
| teriſtic diſtinctions between, i. 310. 
Homer, his hiſtory, and a character of his poems, 


i. 60. Is ſuppoſed to have aſſiſted Lycurgus 


in forming the Spartan ſtate, 314. Traditional 


account of his death, ii. 65. His poems re- 
covered and publiſhed by Lycurgus, 76. His 


1285 and thoſe of the ſtate, diſtinguiſhed, 
5 ul, in the Athenian armies, who, i. 223. | 


N Ov 


N 9 * X. 
5 races at the obe b 


i. 278. 


Human nature, ought to be fiudied in republics 


rather than in monarchies, ii. 416. 


| Hydaſpe ec, firſt chamberlain to e king 
He god, his hiſtory, and A character of his vrt- : 


of Perfia, his death and. character, ii. 


 Hymettus, advantages derived by the At x. "EN 2 
from the veins of . in that mountain, 


li. 396. 


Hyperbolus is appointed one of the embaſſy from 
Athens to Perſia, ii. 424. His ſarcaftical re- 


mark on his affociate Epigenes, 42 * His 
e and n 426. . 


Eau, the origin of, WY ii. 20. : 


Feruſalem, the oy walled and fortified by 
Nehemiah, i. 364. 


Jews, their national character, and review of 
their hiſtory, by Hydaſpes a Perſian, i. 365. 
Their character by Smerdis a eisen mage, 5 


414. 


| Imagery, emblematical, i injurious to * i. 
164. 
Immortality of the ſoul, by whom firſt ta 


125. A conſciouſneſs of, ſuppoſed to 


erent in the human mind, 429. Argument 5 


of Socrates in favour of, ii. 333. 
Tnachus, the reputed founder of the A 
kingdom, remarks on the hiſtory of, ii. 210. 


| No how | dates by the laws of Egypt, i. 


9. 
Infonticide, how puniſhed by the laws of Egypt, 
. 208. - 
Ingratitude, why puniſhed. by the Perſian laws, i i. 
383. Examination into the propriety of 
making it a legal crime, ii. 138. 


Inſcriptions, commemorative, the uſe and abuſe $ | 


of, ü. 300. 

Iphitus, a deſcendant from Oxylus king of Elis, 
eſtabliſhed the Olympian Funes in a n 
plan, i. 265. 


| Ifagoras, a fophiſt of Athens, his nn as 


joint manager with Theon, of a diſputing club 
there, ii. 203. 


the, the temple of, at Tentyra, deſcribed, i. 147. 


The moon, one of the deities of Egypt, 289. 


The _ feſtival of, 343: Origin of this 
feſtival, 
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. Lacedemonians, aſſiſt Potidza againſt Athens, i. 
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44. Feſtival of, at als, i . 28. Her 


ere, 30. 


* Feſtival, 


temple 


and, the advantages of, over a continental 


territory, 11. 371. 
Judger ought to exerciſe diſcretion in rl 
deeciſions, ii. 140. A corrupt one, how 
puniſhed by Cambyſes king of Perſia, 141. 
uno, the temple of, at Olympia, i. 264. 
Jupiter the deliverer, the temple of, at Athons, 
LI... 
| Jupiter A the temple of, deſcribed, i. 
261. Fry 
King, the permanence of his fituation vader 
him a faithful guardian of the laws, i. 394. 


Kings of Sparta, how choſen, and their authority, 


it. 88. 5 
5 5 : 


Labyrinth, the famous one .near Memphis, ac- 


count of, 1. 434. 


* 


r X. 
1 d of 


8 5 


peace to the Ae on ts . 


3 of SphaQeria, 342. Horrid treachery ener 


ciſed upon the Helots, 350. Their out, 
why ſcourged at the altar of Diana, 377 . 


Lis hiſtory of the country of, ii. 2. 


Lampe, feſtival of lighting, at Sais in Kemo i "= 
28, N 


Laurel, ſuppoſed reaſon of 1 its being dedicated o 


Apollo, il. ic 2 2B 


Lawrium, | the ſilver mines there, of great „ 


vantage to the Athenians, ii. 396. 1 
Laws, the wiſeſt, ſubje& to particular _ 
veniences from the pon wg 
particular caſes, i. 202. 
Laws, penal, why ſuperadded to So. primary 
obligations on mankind, i. 383. How weak- 
ened in popular governments, 394. 


Leonidas, bis brave ſtand againſt Sernes is in the - 


ſtraits of Thermopylæ, i. 338. 


Leontines of Sicily apply to Athens for Wan 


2. Archidamus their king commands the 


Grecian allies warring againſt Athens, 19. 


Lift of their allies, 51. Send an embaſſador 


to the Perſian court, 154. Their unſucceſſ- 


ful attack on Acarnania, 158. Remarks on 
the Spartan character, 288. Funeral of Ar- 
chidamus, 305. Invaſion of Attica by Cleo- 
menes, 323. Letter from the government of, 
to Artaxerxes king of Perſia, 406. Infſuence 
of the Lacedæmonians over the Thebans, ii. 
34. Foundation and age” of Sparta, 72. 
Laws of Lycurgus, 74. CharaQter of the 


Lacedzmonians, 76. Inquiry into the policy 


of their laws, 86. Magiſtrates of, 88. Ranks 
of the people, 89. The Ephori, 90. Inferior 
officers, 91. Cuſtoms, 92. Education and 


manners, 95. The women, 97. Their public 


meals, 98. Their fleet at Pylus defeated by 
Nicias, 215. Inſtrugions given to their em- 
baſſadors at Athens, 237. They arrive at 
Athens, 249. They leave Athens on their 
propoſals being rejected, 254. They are ſent 
to Perſia, 25 5. 
tions of the embaſſadors at Perſepolis, 272. 


Public audience and negocia- 


in their war againſt the Syracuſians, i. 420. 


Leontium an Eubcean captive, ſent by Cleander to 


Hydaſpes firſt chamberlain to ATR king | 

of Perbs, it. 1235. 

Leſbos, the cities of, confederate ſhake off 
their dependence on Athens, i. 233- The 
| Leſbians admitted into the Peloponneſian | 
league, 283. 

LG the parent of public virtue and courage, 

196. 

Libs he Elean , the architect of the temple of 
Jupiter Olympius, i. 261. 

Lycurgus, ſuppoſed to have been aſſiſted by 
Homer in forming the Spartan ſtate, i. 314. 
His hiſtory, ii. 74. Divine honours paid to 
his memory, 76. Recovered and publiſhed - 
Homer's poems, ibid. His regulations to 
preſerve the Spartans from civil feuds, 86. 


Lydia, the diſturbances in that province com- 


. T3 
tl . 


poſed by the governor Artaphernes, i. 175 1 
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Macedon, invaſion of, by hs Thrackns; | i. 193. 


Hiſtory of the Meſſenian war, 328. Make : 


Peace concluded. between Perdiccas - and 
Sitalces, 232. 
Machon, a Corinthian admiral, his ſhip taken by 


Phormio the Athenian admiral, i. 160. 


Magi, Perſian, the corruptions 0 of, pointed out, 


i. 229. 
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. 229. | | The cauſes — inquired into, 231. © kk 327+ | Their revolt. ander omen 
fe | is . 
+ 208, The religious philoſophy of, ripped of Meton, the firſt who. brought the Grecian 5 | 


its emblematical dreſs, 224; 


Magiſtrates in the Athenian government, an ac- 
count of, i. 204. Their conduct on: wed to 


ſevere ſerutiny, 206. 


Marble, evidences of its priſtine Quidity, i 1 423. | 
Hint for the choice of, in building, 427. 
Valuable quarries of, in the mountain YT | 


mettus, ii. 396. 
" hiſtorical, the uſe and Wet oi i 


e how dee end by the Megareans, . 


253. Remarks on his conduct, 340. 


Marmor Sandvicenſe, illuſtrative of the hiſtory 


of the iſle of Delos, ii. 84, note. 
Marriage, the Spartan laws concerning, ii. 98. 


Maſquer, why uſed in the Grecian e, 3 


331. 
Mazeus, governor of Phrygia, i is involved in the 


' treaſon of Sacas the eunuch, i. 195. Is put 


to death, 212. 


Medicint, the ſtate of, i in Groves, before the time ; 


of Hippocrates, ii. 18t. Gymnaſtic, 182. 
Megabyzur, cauſe of his diſgrace at the court of 
lia, i. 79. 

Review of his life, 2. 

Megara, fevere decree of the Athenians againſt 

the city of, i. 73. How firſt peopled, 253. 


The ci deferi „ ibid. 

Memnon, the antient ſtatue of, at Thebes, de- 
ſcribed, 1. 84. 

Memphis, the temple of the Cabiri there, burned 
by Cambylis, i. 239. The feſtival to Iſis 
celebrated there, 343. Temple of Vulcan, 


1 Deſeriptive particulars of the city, 


346. Funeral folemnitic een e / 


429. 3 
Menas, one of Cleon? 8 Spartan captives, 1 
acute reply to an Athenian inſult, ii. 344. 
Menet, the Nera deity, an account of, i. 
"A906" 
Merchants, thoſe of Perſia, and thoſe of Athens, 
compared, ii. 15 1. 


Mercherinus king. of Mavis: eſtabliſhes divine 


honours to the memory of his daughter, ii. 29. 
Mercury, the firſt Thoth or Hermes of Ægypt, 


Egypt, attributed to him, 249. 


M eenianc, greatly — by the Spartans, 


VOL. II. 


* 4 if 
7 


Milo of Crotona, comes in his old age 


Mindur, a Median lord, arreſted for 


A e, Wader fal 68 


His death and character, ü. 1. 


: Monarchy, 


his coſmogony, i. 164. All the —— of 


dar into method, ii. 433, note. 


| Military virtue, the great reſpect paid to, by the 


| Athenians, i. 32. Tbs good coultgnences of 
3 it, 35. 
to contend 4 
for a prize at the Olympian games, i. N 
Gains it by finding no competitor, 2 5. 
a concern 
in the conſpiracy of e i. 267. 1s er. 
amined, 285. 1 
Minerva, the temple of, at Athens, deſcribed, i i. 
29. Her ſtatue at Corinth, 256. I ſuppoſed 5 
to be the Ifis of the Ægyptians, ii. 8. 
Mithriack cave, the beer 2 explained, ii 


224. 
of Clippides 
e Athenian admiral inſt the city of, i. 


.* 260. Public audience given by the 

Peloponneſian allies to embaſſadors from, in the 
temple of Jupiter Olympius, 282. The city 
blockaded by Clippides, 284. Surrender 3 

324. Terms. of capitulation, 3: Firſt | 
_ decree of the Athenians againſt. 8 Mity- 
lenians, 353- Second decree i in mitigation of 
the firit, 358. 

Mecrir, the ik of, in Egypt, for what purpoſe 
contrived, i. 434. 

Moloch, why the Carthaginians offer human. 
Lacrifices to him, ii. 12. 


the advantages of, over W 
ſtated, i. 393. A kin 8 guardian | 
of the laws, 394. advantages of, in n the 

ous exertions of p power, 396. > Sena 

Mong, laws of Sparta concerning, ii. 56. Fe 

Monkies, when taught to dance, how made to 
forget their leſſons, ii. 261. 


Mo oſes, the Jewiſh legiſlator, review of his kiſtory 


by Hydaſpes a Perſian, i. 365. 


Murder, wilful, juſtly 2 18 by death, by the 


laws of Egypt, i. 384. 
account of his famous enen cow, C- 


320, His lion ſurrounded by Cupids, 321. 
11 Mien. one of the ſeven contemporary ſages of 
Greece, his character, i. 218. 
Myſteries, Eleuſinian, their uſe in the com- | 
munication of uſeful truths, i. 410. The 25 
ternal ceremonies of, ch ren eos 


to the 2 413. 3 
3 | 2 
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| Nehemiah, the fon of Hachaliah the 15 cup- Odeum, or muſic theatre at At 


- Nicias, the Athenian admiral, his expedition to 33 
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1 3 or Nias, 6 Adenin ami ft nt. 
poets and the common LAs + diſtin- preſs the tumults at Corcyra . 
e _ 8 & we — ii. 3 9: EN © Nile river, its courſe from Hege (eſeribed, 

Yon, I. 165, Proſpect of its overfiow from. ww 

"6 44-9 Fer ET 8 he <p | 35 ; * 95 1 bs 8 8 Sx 8 * "uh dor of a pyramid, 186. Ceremony of cuttin 
7h ; its banks, 187. Inquiry into the "cauſes 4 
 Nohuchodgr the founder of Babylon, Ws pro- this periodical inundation, 189. The 8 
phetic foreſight of its future fall, i. 26. 2 +008: Free, how diſpoſed of, 434. The 
Tr in proſe and in PUTT, how: diſtin- Ms cut to join this river with the Red” 
guiſhed, i. 310. . 8 y whom underta 
- Nations, diſtant, the conſanguinity between, dil e EL. 
cuſſed, ii. 209. 5 Nilopolis, ceremonies. praftiſed there at. cutti 
Natural hiſtory, a cabinet of, deſeribed, and the banks of the N te, 1. 1 — M 2 


arguments in favour of a general deluge, | _ doctrines thught. there of the a 
farmed from its various contents, i. 22. VWile, 1 190. e Fore op 


| Nooſe, the Athenian deputy to the Amphic- MW. Ammon. See Thebes. . o' = wh 8 5 


1 council, defends his country againſt the Nomethete, in the Achenin x gorerument, their 
rinthians, it. 119. , 1. e N tis 
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_ defrayed, i. 227. How manned, ibid. =o „„ 0 „„ XG „% eg 
- Mio, the ſon of. Pſammetichus king of Egypt, 5 | 3 

his attempt to open a communication between Fi an the fon 70 8 king of of 0 : i AS. 
the Nile and the Red Sea, ii. 31. | : character, i ii. 167. W 


bearer to Artaxerxes king of Perſia, obtains plan it was built, i. 30. CET a. 
liberty to rgbuild the walls of Jeruſalem, i. 1 at Colonos, a e of oph „ 8 
363. His character, and upright adminſtra- _ + . _ recited by him in the court of Arcopagus, 48 
tion in Judæa, 364. ee evidence of his ſanity, againſt his ſons, k 21 1. 
Neocler the Athenian, his ſtyle of oratory cen- _ Ogyger king of Athens, the hiſto Jef, unde! : 
_ ſured, i. $3 frac, . _ credit, ii. 143. | 
Newton, Si reſemblance. of his conjec- 4 fortreſs of, Cade to D 
tures of nature, to the two ſyſtems of a the Athenian, by] Menedatug the Peloponnehan 
and Democritus, ii. 443, note. ö commander, ii. 120. 5 
Nicander, ſent embaſſador from Sparta to = Olympia, deſcription of the temple 1 Ju ter 1 8 
court of Perſia, i. 267. Inſtances of 9 Olympius there, i. 261. Temple of Juno, _ 
coarſeneſs of his manners, 268, His evaſive 264. Origin and alterations in celebrated 
ſtyle of negociation, 286. Conjecture at his games there, 268. Competitors for prises at 


1 Pf 1 


views, 325. Laconic letter | tranſmitted by the games, how. admitted, ibid. The games 


him to Artaxerxes, 406. His conduct in the deſcribed, 274. Reflections on the tendency 
- embaſſy, unſatisfactory to the Spartans, it. of theſe games, 1 
130. Is joined to the Spartan embaſſy to | Omeny, the various kinds of, coli by the 


 - Perfia, the object of which he defeats, 273. © | Athenians, ii. 282. Are diſcredited by the 


Reaſons for his refractory behaviour, 349. ſucceſs of Cleon' 8 expedition to — 
9. 

Melos and Tanagrum, ii. 27. Defeats the Orgel, not W the guidance of evil bein 88, 

Lacedæmonian fleet, and eee . $1, 101. The reverence paid to them ze. 

in Pylus, 214. His private character, 21). counted for from natural cauſes, 192, Manner 


His ſpeech in the ſenate on occaſion of the of conſulting that at Delphi, 03+. Obleunty * 


| embaſly from Sparta, 251, Reſigns his com- _ why neceſſary to an oracle, 1057 That at 
mand to Cleon, 254. ee n Delphi more explicit than other oracles, 8 


5 Hats Col, 24. eee On Decay of ies men 
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0012 not needful be ſpe peaking truth, 1 51. : 


Feen, att je 0 0 | 
Tadel, 4 Median ond, a arreſ os for W e TY 
- cerned in Sacas's Ts” 15 Se 16 
8 . OF FISTRINT 
Paredroi in the Achen n- government, thei! 
office, i. 205. | 
Pa armys, the daughter of Blanes 1 alle 
with Orſames, 1. ON Her character b 


ngs of the TITER, remarks of _ +. Orſames, 364. : 


8 of, i. 67. 120. 
| Ops, the ſon of Anus) nt Oe he 
- tribunal of juſtice in Perſia, 5 + chene, * 
17. "Travels to Babylon, Sec. 24. His re- 
turn to Suſa, and marriage, ii. 69. His 
= character of his wife Parmys, 364. His de- 
_ Teription of the pleaſures of his retreat, 365. 
kris, the” Egyptian deity, account of, i. 250. 
His ſymbol a black ox, 289.” Expoſition 0 i 
_ the traditional accounts of his death, 347. 
- Ons; the tomb of, at Thebes, i. 143. 
_= one of the Perſian magi, 'his pin in- 
_ __ into nature, i. 123. : 
_ —_ law of, at Athens, 0 f n 
Objections to it, ibid. 2'.. 
0833, its flcetneſs deſcribed, i. 71. . 
Ne on PRO omen Wen by, to Themiſtocles, 
Ov black one, why revered by the Egyptians, 
| | i. 2 8 
7 a Median "ry ies Ge his 8 
| in the treaſon of Sacas the eunuch, i. 267. 
Retires to Seythia, 286. * nay 00 1 of to 
death ü 8 e * 10 
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Packe the Atdbobes, 1 e = 
the fiege of Mitylene, receives che city by 
-  capitulation, i. 3 24. an che ee 
ian fleet, 327. 
Fele his tration on Jof g his cleQtion 
into che Spartan band, ii. 179m 
Painting and ſculpture, the qualities required to o 
form a correct judgment of, i. 422. 
: Palladian court at Athens, ſome account of, i. 
: wt RO Og 
\Panemus, account of his ſketch of the battle of 
Marathon, i. 372. 
Panathenæa, the eaſt of 8 at © Athens, by whom 
"HRT 194+ e ee 


© V 8 . p ) on 
\ \ - 1 


* 


| Parodies, the merit and tendency of, examined, | . 5 15 


11. 360. 855 4 

1 obiniia the rights o a citiren l 
Athens, by his {kill in painting, i. 317. Ac- 
count of his Genius of Athens, 321. Character 
of his diſpute about the armour we Adhlls, 
367. 

| Peredeshow-puniſhed by the ws of Egypt, 

© Parthenon at At ens deferibed,4 1. . 4 

| Paſagarda, one of the —_— e of the 

- kings of Perſia deſcribed, ii 

Fange, and Neocori, the facred rates of 


Agypt, account of, i. 247. 
ee, a Perſian magi, Fw" Seen of. 


natural curioſities, ane recen 5 . e bed 
them, i. 422. 

Fal grees, how orefareed i in Egypt, LE 
| Peleio at Olympia deſcribed, i. 263. . 
Femme war, the riſe of, traced, i. 2. — 
flections on, 9. Policy of the court of Perſia 

% reſpecting g., 41. The ſecond year of, 47. — 4 
Peſoponneſian embaſſy to Thrace, 82. 
embaſſadors delivered up to the e * 
_ who murder them, 102. Third year of, 117. 
The Corinthian fleet defeated by Phormio, | 
158. His ſecond engagement with the 
. fleet, 173. Salamis ravaged, 
192. Plata blockaded, ibid. Fourth year 
of, 204. The Leſbians join the league againſt 
Athens, 283. Fifth year of, 323. Invaſion 
of Attica by Cleomenes, ibid. © Mi 
Roy a to the Athenians, 324. Sixth year 
of, ü. 1. The forces afſemble: at Corinth, 
5 7 Age king of Sparta, for the invaſion of 
2 enen > -unſaccefaful invaſion of Mtolia 


| Y the Athenians, 35. 83. Defeat of Eurilo- 5 


us by Demoſthenes the Athenian, 120. 
The corn trade a principal cauſe of this war, 
150. Seventh year of, 169, Pylus ſeized by 
the Athenians, and gallantly defended b7 
35 N 2 . 
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: Demoſthenes, 170. "Defeat of the Lacedz- 
monian fleet by Nicias, 215. The Spartan 
embaſſy to Athens, how defeated by Cleon, 
253. And the Spartan embaſſy to Perſia, 
fruſtrated by Nicander, 273. The iſland of 
Sphacteria reduced by the Athenians, 289. 


Schamke of the allies to deprive Athens of 


their colonies in Thrace, 323. Treaty of 
commerce concluded between Athens and 


Perſia, 343. The Athenians ſtop Artaphernes 


the Perſian ſatrap, on his road to Lacedæmon, 
402. Embaſſadors named from Athens to 
Perſia, 424. 


Peltaſtai, in the Athenian armies, deſcribed, . 


223. 


Pentathlei, at the Olympian. games, deſeribed, i. 


277. 
Perdiecas king of Macedon, aſſiſts the Athenians 
in the ſiege of Potidæa, i. 20. Is attacked by 


Sitalces king of Thrace, 193. How cured of 
a conſumption by Hippocrates, ii. 185. 


Perialla, the Pythia at Delphi, convicted and 


deprived for corruption, ii. 107. 
Periander king of Corinth, his hiſtory, i. 258. 
Pericles, adviſes the Athenians to league with 

the Corcyreans, i. 2. His ſuppoſed motives 

for raiſing troubles in Greece, 3. His advice 


for the conduct of the Peloponneſian war, 7. 


Remarks on his public adminiſtration, g. 
Reſtrains the impetuoſity of the Athenians, 
19. His prudential motives, 20. His public 
undertakings to embelliſh the city of Athens, 
29. His extenſive powers of oratory, 33. 
Reſtrains the authority of the Areopagus, 38. 


Propoſes to command the Athenian gallies in 


the ſecond year of the Peloponneſian war, 48. 
Employs public money in ſecret ſervices 
unexplained, 50. Is obliged to raiſe the ſiege 
of Epidaurus, 74. . harangues 
of Cleon againſt him, 75 Why he ſupported 


the decree againſt the Megareans, ibid. His 
ſpeech in the aſſembly on the ill ſucceſs 
of the embaſſy to Lacedæmon, 88. Is deprived 


of his authority, 89. Is reſtored, 106, His 


reception of Cleander, 108. Is ſeized with 


the plague, 120. His behaviour under ſick- 
neſs, and his death, 134. His deſcent and a 
hiſtory of his life, 137. His conteſts with 
Cimon, 138. 


of the public treaſure, 139. His ſcheme to 
ſecure a naval empire for * 140. His 


Is charged with miſapplication 


5 TIT Wang ” 
* 
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n character, 141. 166, Was the Gr : 


who aſſigned pay to the Athenian ſoldiers, 


"ATC © The celebrated ſtatue of him by Ctefi- 
His magnificent collection of 
paintings and ſculpture, diſpoſed of by bis 
His acute retort on the im- 
pertinence of licentious oratory, 375. How 


| laus, 319. 
ſon, 367. 


he averted the omen of an eclipſe, ii. 340, 


Perjury, how puniſhed by the . of KEV pt, i. 


387. 
F religious, joltißed by | | : 
erſian mage, ii. 199. 


Perſepolis, account of the burial place of. the 


Perſian monarchs there, ii. rog. The palace 
of, deſcribed, 110. 


Perſeus, Gpenptien of his temple at at Cheramig, i be 


188. 


Perf, Fa, origin of the Golendor of the court of, i. 


16. Is ravaged by peſtilence, 15, 21. Its 
. favourable circumſtances for commerce how 
; counteraQed, 22. Ecbatana, the city of, de- 


| ſcribed, 23. Policy of the court of, toward _ 
the Grecian ſtates, -during the Peloponneſian 
war, 41. Solemn feſtival at the court of 

Suſa, on deliverance from the nutte „ 


The union of the Grecian ſtates unt for, 
81. Prudent diſpoſition of the numerous 


forces of the empire, 177. Account of the 


Perſian forces encamped in the plains of 
Babylon, 178. Striking contraſt between the 


tyrannical government of, and the freedom of 


the Grecian ſtates, 196. The puniſhment of 


the boat, deſcribed, 211, note. Corruptions 


of the Bactrian ſchools, 229. Errors in the 
Perſian education, 237. Vindication of the 
Perſian religion by Smerdis one of the magi, 
273. Review of the invaſion of Greece by 


Xerxes, 336. Why ingratitude is puniſhable- 


by the laws of, 383. The extenſive puniſn- 
ment of treaſon there, condemned, 385. 
Deſertion how puniſhed, 386. FluQtuations 
of opinion in the council as to the part Perſia 
ought to take in the Peloponneſian war, 407. 

Encomium on the antient conſtitution and 


laws of, ii. 38, The merchants of, compared 


with thoſe of Athens, 151. The precepts of 
Zerduſht, favourable to procreation, 152. 
Conditions propoſed by the ſupreme council 
to the Spartans, 156. Poſt offices an inſtitu- 
tion of Cyrus, 163, note. The tranquillity of 
the provinces, how ſecured, 168. 


haracter 
of 


3 
* 
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FW 191. 
Reaſons that induced the Perſian cabinet to 
incline to a Spartan alliance, 228. Negocia- 
tions of the Spartan embaſſadors at Perſepolis, 


272. Plan of a commercial treaty ſettled | 


with the Athenians, 320. The treaty con- 
cluded, 343. Cleander's hints for the im- 
provement of the Perſian navy, 368. Un- 
ſettled ſtate of the coin there, 399. The re- 
venues of, how paid in kind, 400. Python 
the Athenian confined: to his houſe by the 
king on the ſtoppage of Artaphernes * the 
Athenians, 422. 


Perfic dance, een, a, by Xenophon, 1. 


390, nole. 
Petizas the eunuch, 3 in the cabals of 
Teribazus againſt. Cleander, i ii. 5. 
Pherecides of Syrus, the preceptor of Pythagaras, 
firſt taught the immortality of the ſoul, i. 125. 
Phidias, the Athenian fculptor, his great ex- 


cebllence and ill treatment, i. 30, The ſtatue 
of Jupiter Olympius his maſterpiece, 262, 


Account of his citron cabinet and its contents, 
371. The arts neglected on account of the 
war on his removal from e e | of 
the public works, 373. 
Phidolas of Corinth, how he gained the prize in 


the hippodrome at the II: games, i. 


279 
Pale the Athenian patron of Cleander, his 
character, i. 241. His ſpeech in behalf of the 
Mitylenians, 355. His remarks on the decay 
of true oratory in the public councils of 
Athens, 374. His ſpeech in the ſenate on 
occaſion of the embaſly from Sparta, ii. 25 1. 
Manifeſts ſuſpicions 'f Cleander, 338. 
Philecles, the Athenian, his character, i. 243. His 
ſucceſs at the Olympian games, 280. 
Ppilgſab bers, antient and modern, their compara- 
tive merits allegorically ſtated, ii. 430. 
Philoſophy, the progreſs of, repreſented in a 
viſion, it. 430. 
Philoſtratus, nephew of the Athenian trierarch, 
his public character, i. 376. 


Pheenicians, earlier navigators. than the Egypt- 


ians, i. 347. Traditional account of their 
origin, 348. Their voyages open a commerce 


of literature between the eaſtern and weſtern | 


nations, ii. 208. 
Phormio the Athenian admiral, his victory over 
the Corinthians, i. 158. His letter to the 


character, 326. TEM 


| Phreatian court at Athens, ſome account of, i. 


208. 


Ph "Bute at. In Greece, before the e of | 


ippocrates, ü. 181. Gymnaſtic, 182. 
Phyſicians, Greek, their practice itinerant, ii. 
182. Their knowledge of anatomy, why de- 

fective, 184. 
Pindar the Greek poet, a character of his writ- 


ings, i. 64. 


Piræus, ee er of the harbour | 
110. Is threatened by 


of, i. 5. Deſcribe 
the Peloponneſians, and fortified, 192. . 


Piſander the Spartan embaſſador, his ſpeech to 


the Athenian ſenate, ii. 250. 


Pi i/;firatide, influence of the Delphian oracle 1 in 
driving them out of Athens, how obtained, ii. 


107. 
Pifetratus, his character why i improper to be i in- 
troduced on the Athenian ſtage, ii. 307. 


Pittacus, one of the ſeven contem porary ſages of 


Greece, his hiſtory and character, i. 220. 


Plague of Athens, account of, i. 48. ii. 27. 


Platea, the city of, ſurpriſed by the Thebans, 
who are driven out by the citizens, i. 3. Is 
beſieged by the allies under Archidamus king 

of Sparta, 117. 175. 192. A part of the 
garriſon eſcape through the lines of circum-- 
vallation, 301. The city taken by the Lacedz- 
monians, and the citizens cruelly ironed, 


9. 
Pla his hens of the ſayings of Socrates not 
always deſerving credit, ii. 332, note. Origin 


of his Sympoſium on love, 353. His philoſo- 
phical charaQer,. 435, note. 


P. ;/tolas, the Spartan embaffador to Perſia, his 


ſpeech to Artaxerxes, ii. 273. His frank 
oppoſition to the petulance of his colleague 
Nicander, 277. 


HBercile, the famous portico of, at Athens, de- 


ſeribed, i. 112. 
Poetry, was cultivated before hiſtory, i 1 30. 


Polycletus the ſculptor, his two figures of Delian 
braſs, repreſenting youthful beauty and manly 


grace, i. 318. His canon or pattern of 


ſymmetry, 369. 


Fahgnatia, the inventor of enamel RR his 


group 
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_ ſenate and people of 3 189. His ſecond 

engagement with the Peloponneſian fleet, 173. 
Ils ſent out with a Ae gallies to ſeek he | 
Peloponneſian fleet, 3007 His death and 
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group of Trojan ladies, i. 370. 
pictures dedicated to Apollo at Delphi, ii. 64. 


 Polytheiſm,the origin and evil tendency of, 88 


out, ii. 20. 

Pt offices eſtabliſhed throughout Perſia, by an 

inſtitution of Cyrus, ii. 163. 

Polidæa, the city of, revolts againſt Athens and 
ee 1. 2. 15 beſieged by the Athenians, 

Is reduced by them, 103. 

N allowed to ſuſpend the execution of 
female convicts in Ægypt, i. 384. 

Priene, the fountain of, at Corinth, hiſtory of, 
L 256. 

Priefts of Ægypt, the different orders of, de- 
ſcribed, i. 245. Their habits, 246. Their 
general character, 247. 

Procles an Athenian, his character, ii. 63. 


9 is ridiculed by Gorgias the ſophiſt, ii. | 


259. 
Prophet, the chief of the Egyptian prieſthood, 
his office, and diſtinctive marks in his drefs, i. 

246. 


Proportions, the happy collective effect of their 


juſtneſs in architecture, i. 30. 
Protagoras the ſophiſt, his general offer to dit. 


pute upon any ſubjeft whatever, ii. 258. His 


conteſt with Euathlus, 260. Inſtance of his 
maſterly verſatility of argument, 262. His 
public diſputation with Socrates, on the 
dependance of virtue on inſtruction, 264. 
His fable of Prometheus and Epimetheus, 265. 
Providence, the general œconomy of, vindicated 
by Socrates againſt partial objections, ii. 7. 


Prytaneum, the court of, at Athens, 1 L It Odd - 


conſtitution of that court, i. 208. 


Pſammetichus, his embelliſhments of the temple 


of Vulcan at Memphis, i. 345. Eſtabliſhes 
himſelf ſovereign of Ægypt, 351. 


Pjloi, in the Athenian armies, account of, i. 223. 


Puniſhments, legal, why neceſſary to aſfiſt the 


moral obligations on mankind, i. 383. 


Pylagoras, in the council of Amphi@tyons, his 


office, 1 11. 80. 

Pylus in Meſſenia, the fort of, deſcribed, 11. 169. 
Is ſeized by the Athenians, and Demoſthenes 
left governor, 170. Gallant defence of, 
againſt the Spartan beſiegers, 172. Is re- 
lieved by Nicias, 215. Is delivered up to the 
Meſſenians, 351. 


Pyracmon, 


Pyramids of Terre 8 
Account of thoſe at "Memplizg 432. 'By | 


is ſent from Sparta on an em- 
baſſy to Artaxerxes king of Perſia, i. 154. 
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Why refuſed an endless, with | Returns, 5 
267. 


e n= 1. 87.4 431. | | 
whom erected, 433. 


Pyreicus the painter, bis humorous ane and 


truth of deſign, i. 370. 

Pythagoras. the philoſopher of S his hiſtory, | 
i. 125. The diſcipline of his, ſchool, x26, 
Gave laws to the republic of Cretona, 127, 
The moſt celebrated of his philoſophical 
doctrines, ibid. His myſtical philoſophy fan- 

taſtically applied by Hippocrates, ii. 150 

Pythias, a Corcyrean ſenator, is mains in the 
ſenate houſe, i. 379. 

Pythii, in the Spartan government, their office, 
ll, 91. 


| Python, employed by the Athenians: as an agent 


in the court of Suſa, his advice to his princi- 
pals, i. 326. His conferences with Gobryas, 
407. ii. 127. Preſſes the neceſſity of a league 
with Perſia, 173. His repreſentations to the - 
court of Perſia, 216. Is commiſſioned by 
Cleon to offer his ſervices to the Perſian 
court, 230. His conference with Gobryas on 
occaſion of the Spartan embaſſy to Perſepolis 
279. His intelligence to the ſenate alarms 
Cleander for his ſafety, 292. Settles the 
plan of a commercial treaty with the Perſian 
miniſtry, 320. His behaviour in this negocia- 
tion applauded by Cleander, 344. Is con- 
fined to his houſe by Artaxerxes, on Arta- 
phanes being ſtopped at Eione vy the gk 
nians, 424. 


R 


Races on foot at the Olympian games, deſeribed, 
1. 278. Horſe races, ibid. Chariot races, 279. 


| Rameſſes, his obeliſk at Heliopolis, i. 250. 


Rampſinitus, a deſcendant from Seſoſtris king of 
Agypt, embelliſhes the temple of Vulcan at 
Memphis, 1. 345. 


| Reaſon, the poſſeſhon of, the ſource of free will 


in man, i. 123, 

Red Sea, the famous canal to open a communica- 
tion of the Nile with, by whom undertaken, 
and why relinquiſhed, ii. 31. 

Religion, a view of the corruption of, by 
Socrates, ii. 19. Farcical ſolemnities of, in 


Egypt 2. 
9 Republic, 


* 


Republic, how martial virtue and public "TO 
| enerated in, i. 196. Why not capable of 
u 


ch vigorous exertions of power as a mo- 
narchy, i. 397. Source of the factious ae | 


_ unſteady genius of, ii. 1444. 
Robbery, extraordinary law relating to, in Egypt, 


i. 390. 


Romans, ſend a deputation to Athens, to copy 


-,_- laws of Solon, ii. 137. 
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| Sabo, the Ry of, deſcribed; i. 70. "Ka its 


' metropolis, 71. Monument of the queen 
who viſited Solomon king of Judza, 72. 


Sabacon an Ethiopian Fee „his invaſion. of 


Egypt, i. 351. ; i 


Sacas the eunuch, bis reacherows correſpondence 


with Pericles, diſcovered, i. 194. He is ar- 


reſted and tried, 210. His puniſhment, 267. 
Sacrifices, omens collected from the victims for, 


by the Athenians, i il. 285, How degenerated 
from the primitive idea of making offerings 
to the deity worſhipped, 379. When animals 
began to be flain for ſacrifices, 381. Why 
offered by the Tyrians and Carthaginians to 
Moloch, ii. 12. 
Sadocus, the ſon of Sitalces prince of Thrace, is 
made a citizen of Athens, i, 90. Procures 
the Peloponneſian embaſſadors to be delivered 
up to the Athenians, 95, 
Sagartians, who, and how armed, i. 1 179. 

Sages, ſeven of Greece, an account of, i. 213. 
Occaſion of this appellative diſtinction, 214. 
Sai in Egypt, feſtival of lighting the lamps 

there, ii. 28. Temple of Iſis there, 30. 
Salzthus, a Lacedæmonian agent, a principal 
author of the revolt at Mitylene, ſent priſoner 
to Athens, i. 329. 
Salamit, the iſland of, deſcribed, i. 59. Is 
waſted by the Peloponneſian fleet, I92. 
Sandwich, earl of, valuable marble brought home 


by, illuſtrative of the hiſtory of the iſle of 


Delos, ii. 84, note. 
Sappho, called the tenth muſe, 1 on her 
character and writings, i. 63. 
Sappho an Athenian lady, her correſpondence 
with Cleander, ii. 418. 
Sardis, ſtate of, under the government of 
Artaphernes, 1 ü. 155. 
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ſacrifices to him, ii. 12. 


Scytale, the Spartan method of corref ſpondin g by, 
explained, ii. 


Seſoftris, his magnificent dedication of a ſhip to 
the ſovereign deities of Zgypt, i. 344. His 


conqueſts, and civil inſtitutions, 349. His 


law againſt deſerters, 386. . Story of Hazie, 


I. 
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bauern, or + Moloch, origin of offering, human 
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$04 a prieſt of Vulcan, raiſed to the throne : | 


of Egypt, i. 
Shells, their Aifperſed ſtate in the bowels of the 


earth, urged as evidences of a . deluge, 


i i. 423. 
Sicyon, republic of i i. 261. . 


Sitalces king of Thrace, Aves up the Pelo- 


ponneſian embaſſadors to the Athenians, i. 


95. Invades Macedon to depoſe Perdiccas, 
193. Concludes peace with Perdiccas, 232. 


Some young Perſian ſatraps aſſaſſinated at his 
court, ii. 235. 


Slavery, how it debaſes the human mind, 
196, 


| Secrates, account of his philoſophical ſtudies, i. 
94. His ſimple manners, 168. His ſuperiority 


over the ſophiſts at the Stadium, 183. His 
conference with Cleander, 184. Remarks on 
his character by Smerdis one of the Perſian 


magi, 271. His models of the three Graces, 


uripides, 403. Refuſes initiation into the 
Eleuſinian myſteries, 410. His vindication 


of the general economy of Providence, againſt 


particular objections, ii. 7. His reaſoning 
- againſt the ſuppoſition of an evil principle 
counteraCting the purpoſes of deity, 10. His 
account of the corruption of religion, 19. 
Why cautious of publicly declaring his ſenti- 


ments, 25. Receives leſſons of wiſdom from 


the celebrated Aſpaſia, 135. His public diſ- 
putation with Protagoras, the ſophiſt, on the 
dependance of virtue on inſtruction, 264. 
His reaſoning in ſupport of the doctrine of 
the immortality of the human ſoul, 333. How 
introduced in Cleander's puuloſoptgtal viſion, 


434+ 
Sog dianus, eldeſt illegitimate ſon of Artaxerxes 


king of Perſia, his character, ii. 167. 
Solon the legiſlator of Athens, account of his in- 
ſtitutions, i. 36. Was one of the ſeven 
| N ages of Greece, 219. The 
Romans 


I 


373: His partiality for the tragedies of | 
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\ Romans ſend to Athens for a 
14 


ji. 286. 
Sophifts their character, l. 2 * 


Sophocles, the ſcholar of AÆſchylus, carries 23) 


the palm of tragedy from him, i. 400. His 


character and hiſtory, 40 1. Compared with 


Aſchylus and Euripides, 3. 
Soul, human, the Ægyptian ſymbolical expreſſion 


ok its incorruptible nature, i. 432. No diſtine- 


tion of ſexes in, ii. 132. 

Sparta, deſcription of the city of, ii. 73. Hiſtory 
of the republic, 74. See Fan n "Ee 
Spartolum, the Athenians defeated in an attack 

upon the town of, 1. 119. 
Spbacteria, iſle of, its ſituation, ii. 170. The 


Lacedæmonians beſieged there, by Nicias and 


Demoſthenes, after their naval defeat, 215. 
Truce concluded between them, ibid. The 
iſland reduced by Cleonand Demoſthenes, 289. 


Sphinx, the figure of, why placed in the avenues 


of the Ægyptian temples, i i. 294. Account 


of that at Memphis, 433. 


$pintharus of Corinth, directs the building of 


the temple of Apollo at Delphi, ii. 65. 

Spitamenes, the Perſian lieutenant in Bactria, is 
defeated and killed by the VETO auxiliaries 
of Ariazus, i. 409. | 

Stadium at Athens, and the philoſophical con- 
ferences there, deſcribed, i. 182. 

Stadium at Olympia, for foot-racers at the 
games, deſcribed, i. 278. 

Stage, ſatirical complexion of that at Athens, 1. 

12. Remarks on, 298. 332. The Athenian 
theatre deſcribed, 329. 


to introduce upon it, ii. 303. 


Stealing, how licenſed by a law of Ægypt, i. 
| Encouragement in, why a part of the 


390. 
Spartan education, 11. 96. 


Stipax, the ſculptor, his ſtyle, i. 370. 


Stones, arguments in favour of a general deluge, 
deduced from materials found in, i. 426. 

Strategoi, in the Athenian government, their 
office, i. 205. 

Strophe and Antiſtrophe, in the Grecian drama, 
deſcribed, and by whom invented, 1. 361. 


Stryaglius the Mede, his TOY of a Sacian | 


ws 1. 181. 


copy of his 

laws, ii. 137. Character of theſe laws, ibid. 
5. _ 

Sooth/aying, the myſteries of human RNs, | 


Of Greece, origin 
of, 359. Why Gods are improper porienuges 
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| Taxces, he retreat of Orſames, deſcribed, ! it, 207. 


362. 

Ti araxippus, the genius, his favour why invoked 
by the horſe- racers at the on, games, * 
279. 

Taxarblds, in the Athenian army, who, i 
22 F234 * WIN 

Taxilas, king of Seythia, aſſiſts Ariazus i in his 8 

revolt againſt Perſia, i. 409. 

Teaſpes, the Perſian mage, his Comer bd with 
Orſames and others, on the primitive con- 
ſanguinity of diſtant nations, ii. 209. His 
ſentiments on the origin of mankind, 220. 
His examination of the Ægyptian coſmogony, 
222. His detail of the religious rer 
of the magi, 224. 


Telepbhanes of Phocis, his model of a ſtatue of the 


heroine Lariſſa, i. 373. Is engaged in the 
ſervice of Megabyzus, 374. Is employed 
under Otanes, ſuperintendant over the royal 
palaces, ii. 109. His ern of the nee: 
of Perſepolis, 110. 

Temples, not calc ulated to promote inward piety, 
1. 106. 

Tentyra, the city of, in Egypt, deſcribed, i i. 147. 

Teribazus, Wender at the court of Perſia, his 
cabals againſt Cleander, ii. 5. Procures his 
removal from Athens to Thebes, 46. His 
ſcheme defeated; 47. His court intrigues, 
166. Is reconciled to Cleander, 395- 

Teriteuchmes, a relation of Govryas, as treache- 
rouſly by him, i. 387. 

Tethmoſis king of Ægypt, his hiſtory, i. 349. 

Thales the Mileſian, the founder of the Tonic 

hiloſophy, his hiſtory, i. 92. Cauſe aſſigned 

by him for the overflow of the Nile, 189. 
His anſwers to the queſtions propoſed to him 
by Amaſis king of Agypt, 214. Other i in- 
ſtances of his wiſdom, 215. 

Theagenes of Syracuſe, the boxer, how he thin 


the prize at the Olympian games, i. 276. 
* OS 85  Theagenes, 
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| Sheen werte of ſhat at Athens, 1-320. 
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; acgoutit of the religious vrorſhip of the 
e vie of, i. 163.7007 bt 1 1 826 
Thebes, hiſtory of the antient city of, i. 83. Its 
dimenſions and remains, 84. Statue of Mem- 
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non, ibid. Pillars of Hermes, 85. D riva- 
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A ndiſement of Athens, 1. 11 5.5 How he 
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The arks on the conduct of Terres 
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Theroh, the Rhodian, his 880 oppoſition to the 
attempt of Zo N upon Caunus, ü. 197). 5 
Theſeur, propert 
143. ee regard of the Athen ans 
for his inftitutions, 397. Coed 
Theſpir, the firſt former * the: Gree theatre i. 
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Mercury. 
Thucydides the hiſtorian, 1 5 ertonsl Mater, 
i. 170, His ſentiments 8 "the government 
of Athens, 171. © His account of the ſeizure 
and diſmiſſion of Artaphernes, N. 428. 
Tigranet the Mede, his remark on the charger 


of the Greeks, i. 281. - 


Tigris, cataracts made in that river, and for 


what reaſon, i. 23. 'They are removed, 70. 
Timocles, a rhetorician of Euboæa, his character, 
ii. 5. Eſcapes from Ecbatana, 4 His 
treachery to 'Teribazus, 395. 
Toforthrus, king of Agypt, inſtructs the Mem- 
phites in the art of maſonry, i. 345 
Tradition the foundation of all hiſtory, * I 130. 
Is a fatal enemy to truth, i. 308. 


Tragedy, the writers of, ce nſured for temporary 
alluſions in their compoſitions, 1 1, 362, Its 
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law giver in Athens, ii. 
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of, pointed out, i. 238. 


The true 7006. of, 
383. 


Treaſon, the exceſſireypuniſhment of, by the 


laws of Perſia, condemned, i. 385. 
Tnierurrii in the Athenian duet, who, i i. 248. 


Troops, the ſeveral kinds of, employed by. —1 


iteian ſkates, i. 222. b i ati: 
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I rg Lo in the temple of Apollo, at 
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elphs, ii. 


Trophonias, the grovt and cave of, deſcribed, bi. 


A. Ceremonies at conſulting 5 anale, 

rp. Reflections on it, 1199. 

2 ruth, the ſpeaking of, requires no — or , 
1. 271. How injured by tradition ae poetry, 
310. e Edit 

Wlan; expoſition of the traditlonaaccomis of, 


in Egypt, i. 347. ii. 13. 4 901 
Tyranny, the corruption of monarch Ys leſs San 
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Victim, for the Athenian ſacrifices, omens col- 
lected from, ii. 285, When animals firſt 


began to be lain for offerings to the Gods, 


381. 


Vichorier, how celebrated by the Athenians, ii. 


298. 


Villeroy, M. ſecretary of ſtate to Henry IV. of 


France, how betrayed by his godſon and chief 
clerk, ii. 388, note. 


Virtue, why not ſo attractive to youth, as vice, 


240. The cauſes traced, 377. Diſputation 
between Socrates and Protagoras, on the 
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| Travelling, as an article of education, the errors 
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A the ſon of Pericles, his extrava agance, 

i. 90. Sells his father's. collection of paint- 
ine and ſculpture, 367. Wt 

X hon the hiſtorian, his deſcription of the 
Perſic dance, ii. 390, note. 

Xemophon, is defeated and killed by the Chalcy- 
dians, i. 119. 

Terres, his errors after forcing the ſtraits of 


Thermopylæ, noted, i. 259. His character, 
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oF queſtion whether it is innate or or dependi von 336. His ſchemes and: the means to-exeoute 
11 1 ii. 264. Ought to be! px | fed them ridiculous, 337. His condut᷑t a con- 

for its on fake, without hope: of ward, or tinued ſeries of blunders, 3 
- dread of puniſhmenti 383. sl e e 395 Foundation 
| Tin, ee ing the merit dominion of Greece, ii. 156. 
antient and modern philoſ, Ter erxes, the ſon of. nne 
1 how modulated on the Greoian' his 1 ü. 167, ele 
4 i 195. eee eee S147 37917 8 id an ns eb If 
T lea, the tem | of, at Memphis, account of, ; eli. 
51. 345. | 414 * 0 
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